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To the Right Honourable, an4 his 
very good Lord, RoBERT Eatleof War- 


wicke, Baron of Leez, &c. 


The Aurnoux of this Txrearisn 
wiſheth all Health, Honour, 
and Happinefle. 


Right Honourable : 

we Hen I was firſt intended this Diſcowſe 
> (being ſome yeaves ſince) we thought 

(&} 4 [ felt 1n my ſelfe a deſire of ſome n- 

fe termifron from former Arguments 

-< V/ > of deeper exerciſe, ana more (þirit- 
AO 3\Y/ A all natwe : 4s conceiving that 4 
ES £2 > LG MorallT br me might another while, 

7 both rewive wy wearied ſpirits, and 

perhaps delight the Reader with variety. Hereupon I con- 
ſidered wh t 0bjeft nth kinde might moſt fitly ſort with 
my thoughts ; 1nd fier ſome 1nquiry, both the many cons- 
plats of the married. nd daily queſtions moved unto mee 
by ſuch as 'mte ded marriage- as alſo ſecondly thoſe nots- 
7104s errow 5 andcorreptions wh ch(threurh fin and Satan) 
bave infiruated, ny pierced the very cntrals of this State ; 
and laftly (wich is worſt of all; thoſe infinite pollu'tons of. 
body and minde, in all drgree« of men both naturall and un- 
waturall moved me with reſolution to faſten upon 1hs Arga- 
ment. But netw1tl.flanding the pregnancy of theſe induce- 
ments, the Theme ſeemed ſo weighty, that I was forced to 
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ſerch what furniture 1 bad flertd up for ſuch a worke. And 
at laſt I found the caſe to land with me, as it doth with two 
frienas,who throuzh diſcontinuance, or abſence owe wax- 
en ſtrange each to other, wntill by ſome faire occaſuean of mee- 
ting ihey hip torenew their acquaintance. $4 ſtood the caſe 
betweene my ſelfe and theſe Medititions, mhich g1vethe 
firſt dranght of the Treatiſe enſuing ; which ſince my firſt 
preaching thereof ly long by mee, as halfe forgotten ;, but 
now ſeemed to : $4 themſelves to my view with double 
appetite and ſavour, as promiſing to be material and uſefull 
for the bettering of ; 3006 manners and helping to readreſſe 
the corrupt-ons of the time. Accordingly 0.6 ſhaking 
off the duſt 1nd ſoyle of my Papers , I hav» beftewed (ome 
paines to comtrave them wio [ome ſuch order and expreſſion, 
as m/ght (rf not ſattsfie the curtous, yet) profit the deſirous 
of cou 'ſell and reſolution 11 caſes of this nature. 
You ſee ( Right Honourable) haw told I as 10 dram you 
from your deeper occaſions, to liſten a while 10theſs private 
notions of mine : which I preſume (out of your facility to 
ewe beſt conſlruction to things) you w ll not diſdine to doe, 
Jopreceed then : Alas ! How evident is it by mens prattice, 
that although all confeſſe they onght tobe religions (andwho 
vow adayes is otherwiſe?) yer few will adnais the yoake of 
God upon their nicke, in the wiſe undergoing of hot þ rela. 
tions where they flandobliged* Among mhich thus of 
marriage is arooted aud fund ments one,as being im order 
befere the reſt ;, and ſuch an one as either affords influence 
and ſip torhem (both Family, Polity, aud Chih, or elſe 
inferres a blemiſh ang «ſperſzon upon them all, $01 hit, if 
men wiuld derive the ſavour and power of godlineſſe into 
this eſtate of life, ſeaſoning it with the graces of [elf-demall, 
and faith,and bolincſſe ; they ſhould (gaubtleſſe) epjoy it wn 
«farze more ſweet and contentfull ſort then uow they a, 
Phe 
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their boands ) while they teach them oveh fatth apa repen- 
J 


tance ;, bug if they will» eeds meddle with a more cloſe and 

weave ſearch of their | es 1nd nilations. their callmgs,coms 
pantes gr adings, liberties ,, or if they will pry imotheir more 

retired wayes their clo/ets, chambers and marriages, then, 

as he whoraged agarnft E'i([ha for the diſcovering and de. * King 6.13. 
feating of hu plots ts the King of 1ſrael + ſo theſe recoyle at 

the Min:ſttr, and threaten they will give him over. They 

tek h1m they can teach him as c00d paſſages and 14les of ex, 

perience as h1miſelfe can. $0 far are they from ſtanding to 

Gods Bar in thiſe potnts. and ſay, They knew them ere hee 

knew what his Bookes meant , they arc neere a kin tothat 

laſciuous Poct, who being told of his uncbiſte Epigrams, Cuull. Epigr, 
anſweredthus, Its true indeed, us mee; that the Pact hing ; Cry 
ſelfe bee chaſte, but as for his wirſes, let them have their "ds iow 
courſe, ts ſhew the Authors wit and kill jt matters no* what Ipſum : verſi- 
they be, 86ſ:y theſe, We grant all,that we muſt bee honeſt —_ => 
folke, but that our marriage acÞ18n5 ſhould run in the tiream 

of Religion we aeeme 1t nice, and morethen needs, Subull 

men (we ſy float a oft and dwell in wnrverſuls, but bring 

ztemo the particular, ſhew thems Rhodes, and the flage Camerar. fab. 
wher eon thy fbould dance, andthen they are at a ſet, their Ong. 15"s 
great skill ſuddenly failes them. FRY 

Howbeit, if wee looke 1n10 the Scriptures. we ſhall meeet 

with {ome whoſe very marriages have becne caſt intothe 

monld of obedience. Not tourge therulcs which Paul grves 

to hucbands and wives, both for their entrance upon and co- 

babntation in that condition ;, wereadof Lichay and Eli Luc. 1.6, 
zabet, beth which were juſt, walking before God in 1h his 

commands without reproofe : that u, they pract:ſed piety, 
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righteouſneſſe, and ſoberneſſe,zn the ſtate of marriage. How 
could they walke in all Commands,b 'lking the fifth, which 
wrgeth Religion inour particular ſtate of ife ? but what [a 
men to this ? Sarely as the Papiſts tell ws, Aſſwrance lab 
vation belongs to Peter a' d Paul, and ſuch as hid ſpecial 
revelations, but its 10 ordinary mans ciſe, $0 ſay theſe, 
ſuch & Tachary and Elizabet were eminent perſons ma- 
ſter-pieces,. abwye the common ſize : objetts of admiration, 
rather then imitation. but alas! Thumſt « not th.cke e- 
nough to eſcape in : all of us under the Goſpel are under the 
ſ me law which they were , wee are « royall Prieſthood tryed 
1043 ftr &F ar8!- as ever they were, of chaſtity and holtnes. 

1 doubt not . R eſt onourable) if the queſtion might bee 
dre: ded by your voice bui you are of this mide; and deſire 
to be of the ſame pract ce Now y't w'.y { devote this Irea. 
tiſe 10 your name, many may wonder , as decming many 0- 
ther ſubjetts more worthy and proper to preſent your Lo: d- 
ſhip withall. But (my good Lord) ſuch u the eſtate of fra le 
fleſh in thu waile of miſery that there no condition of | fe, 
whether M1nſtery, Magiſt-acy, ſingle or maried ſtate wh. r- 
in counſeh m «y not doe well for the retF.fyrmeg of ſuch errors 
as through humane infir mity breake into ll. Each ſt:te 
hath hs ſever ll temptations, and awell ordered comſe tn 
mrriige (a long experience of a double mir11age cau 
ze chyou) i neeifie Theme. Againe that ſweet 19d muty- 
all :£cord which God hath vinchſafed rwixt your Honour 
and your worthy Conſort, may ſerve to turne my Ded cation 
into a Gratulation, And mdced, though the tocke be much 
urder the value of ſuch a perſen 'ge as yow ſelfe (4am 1 not 
onely of Noble deſcent but of great and deſervin' atts bath 


for our Church aud Commonwealth both fo- merly and of 


late) yet I preſume, that if 4 draught 0' muddy w ter pre- 
ſerred inthe crowne of a hat, was ſo welcome to a preeme 
; Monarch: 
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Monarch : then doubtleſſe your honourable ſpivit will not re- 
jet a Schollers Mite, offerea with as deepe reſpeft unto yos, 
4s that was : you will not deſpiſe ſm ill things, ſince there 
way be a bleſiing therein. Nt alw-y in agreat thing there <@.1 4. ce 

is good, but in a good there ts ever great and that which may Poetic, 
agree with greatneſſe, as one tells us out of 4 Greeke Poet, ** ho of off 
All helpes Trall one day ceaſe, yet every beoke of uſe miy py 4 @ 76 
ſerve 4s 4 little walking. ftaffe ro further 11s in our travel &, ns, = 
home. 

Moreover it miy become the beſt Schuller of us all to © 04%; Cn 
learne that ieſſon which Paul, and from him my Booke ur- 9: L esp or, 
geth, The time is ſhort (wrapt awd folded up, as the Text tcecy yu, 
&) Let them that poſleſſe, be as if they poſlefled nor, &c.s. 
ſuch as weepe, as if they wept not, ſuch as rejoyce, as if 
they rejoyced not, ſuch as marry, as ifthey married nor, . 
ſuch  uſc the world,as if notuſing it : for the faſhion of 
it paſſeth away. 4 time for all things, and[0 « time for Mth.ns. 30. 
the married to embrace, and « time to bee far from embra- 
cing. Seeke therefore that place where all theſe relations 
Jhall ceaſe,( for ſo 1 thinke, though ſome thinke otherwiſe:) 
where there ſhall be no marrying, nor giving in marriage, 
for the Spouſe ſhall be wholy ſpritwall, like ber husband, at 
le: ft kke the Angels of God. In which deſire I reſt, craving 
a bleſſing from heaven upon your Honour, your vertudus and 
Noble Lady, and poſterity : as alſo upon the peruſall of this 
your Buooke : and ſo humbly take my leave, reſting 
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At your Honours command 
inthe Loo, 
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READER, 


All health. 


Udicious and religious Reader, this Wheele of 
our Converſation, whereof this Booke treates, 
(MarriageI meane)including many lefſer wheeles 
in, and under it, all ſubjeR to the motion thereof, 
and cach of them requiring a due order and dire- 
Qion, that both might bee _—_ and according to 
knowledge ; how ſhould I thinke any other, bur that I 
have lighted upon this point of Marriage by a ſpeciall 
ManuduQtion of Providence 2 Defirous wee are ſome- 
times that the matter we have by us in readineſſe, might 
be ſcaſonable alſo for the times wherein we live : Bur, 
when indeed the manners of our preſent age ſeeme to 

ivea life to that which we have before prepared, (for 
thou knoweft Occaſion is the life of a Thing) then dou- 
bly it appeares ſcaſonable, yea as Apples of gold, and 
PiRures of filver. Howbeit further mufing ot the mat- 
tcr, ſundry other ſmaller cords concurred to draw me on 
to this endeavour : whereof I will make thee partaker, 
(as counting it none of the ſmalleſt mercies that I may 
give an account tothe Church of God, for the impro- 
ving ard redeeming of my ſeaſons) in theſe ſad times z 


wherein chat good God, who allowes us any the leaſt 
a prote= 
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1 Cor.1.25. 


Si vis impera» 
re,divide. 
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x proteQion and liberty, requires that wee ſpend it nor in 


vanity and froth, but to the beſt advantage, ifnotas we 
would (for hee is wiſer then man, yea his fooliſhneſle 
and weaknefſe- exceeds the beſt-wiledome and ſtrength 
which is in us) yet as wee may, forthe better making up 
of our reckoning, at his comming, when the uſe of our 
Talents ſhall be examined. 

Firſt then, I obſerved, that Religious Conſent be- 
tweene couples did not onely. faſhion the family relati- 
ons, the children and ſervants, much the more orderly ; 
but alſo extended it ſelfe to the Church and Common- 
wealth ; cauſiag thoſe ſervices which concerne publique 
communion of worſhippers, to proceed more faire ; as: 
alſo the duties of common life, to paſſe more comely 
then otherwiſe they would doe. One godly and har- 
moaious Couple, I have noted, to diſpatch more good 
ſervice to God, to themſeIMts, to their brethren, then 
ſome ten couples unequally yoaked. So true a maxime 
of Machiavel and his maſter the Devill it is, Mee that: 
would beare rule, let him ſow diſcord and divifion. This 
one wheele then being of ſo maine importance z what. 
need is there that the.ſpokes and ſtaves of it bee ſound, 
and well compaR, according tothe rule of the Sana- 
ary ? This wasone motive. by 

I obſerved moreover, that as barrenas the world is 
of good perſons, and good couples, yethere and there: 
are ſcattered many of a traQtable and docible diſpoſition, 
to doe well, and to order their marriage courſe aright. 
Onely their Principtes lying, rather in a morall way of 

affections, zeale; and duties, then in the particular: 
relationsof life, in which they live; as of marriage; yea, 
being ignorant of that which ſhould citherinformetheix, 
judgement, ororder their will thereunto.; alas they ne- 
ver 
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ver. attaine the Tythe of comfort, 'and content which 
this ight.affoord ther, -How great pittywere it 
then to-detraud ſuch people of direRtions, who if they 
might:enjoy it,:would not bee wanting to improve it * 
-H tullof knowledge, yer live, (and in marriage 
eſpecidlly) as if they 'had none * By ſo much the more 
its pitty that ſych ſhould want it, as would gladly enjoy 
the fruit of it * And conſidering, that without know- 
le 
Wl rule, areas a goodly Coach without a skilfull 
driver ; I conceived I ſhould doc them acceptable ſer- 
vice, .and ſome gforyto God, in caſting this Platforme 
of DireCtion for them, out of Gods Word, This ſcem- 
ed anotheriinducement. 
'* Beſides theſe, as wee ſee agreat deale of ground va- 
niſheth in a narrow Map, which ina larger lyeth open, 
ſo I have noted,that in Sermons, or ſhort Touches upon 
the fifth Command (wherein the Preacher onely tol- 
lowing his text, meets with no fuch occafions of inqui- 
xy) much inſtruction about particular duties of Maria 
are concealed, which yet (ina Treatiſe appointed for 
the nonce) will offer it ſelfe fitly to be diſcuſſed, They 
that are in4 crowd, muſt getthrough as they can, but 
the doore ſtanding open freely, one by one may paſle 
through with caſe. So is it herez a Treatiſe hath this 
advantage, to reach in many things which a generall 
handling paflcth over : and fatisfaRion to a doubtfull 
minde, is more cafily given this way, then by ſome 0- 
ther meanes of more waighty nature : Each ordinance of 
God ſerving ſpecially for that end, which another doth 
not. A poore ſtar may in her uſe exceed the Sun, when 
its darke, and night ſeaſon : though the Sunne exceed all 
Starres in her light, This was athird reſpeR. : 
a 2 ut 
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the heart is not .good ; and that good intentions 
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But above all other, I conſidered that the wotull o- 
verflow of finne, and of Luſt by name, in this our age, 
which reignes as in her element, through diſdaine or 
violation of the ordinance of marriage: ſcemed roneed 
ſome check and affront from heaven, which might re- 
maine as a witneſfſe againſt our debauchery, and which 
might flait menout of their uncleanneſſe. Unto this 
worke, though I know my {clte the unfitteſt of many, 
yet as one having more leaſure then they, (as ſometime 
alooker on may ſce what a gameſter overſees) I durſt 
not wholly decline that taske,(o farre as this vice offered 
it(clfe,or came within the bounds of my Treatiſe. The 
contempt of long light, having begot thoſc ſpiritual pe- 
naltics of a ſecure, unbelceving, impenitent he rt, with 
apoſtaſic from the truth : how ſhould ir bee otherwiſe, 
bur the ſpirit of grace muſt traiten it ſelte exceedingly, 
both in removing of many helpes, and a fruitlefſe living 
under ſuch as remaine « And what then muſt follow, 
ſave a formall,cmpty profeſſion of that truth, the power 
whereof is wotully wanting ! Now we know,hypocri- 
fie cannot long continue within her owne bounds, but 
ſhe muſt quickly diſcover her (clfeto be apenly profane, 
When-was hearing,and worſhip(in the mernory of man) 
accompanied with ſo much wickednefle 2 or when hd 
Popery bettery colour to traduce our Goſpell for a do- 
Arine of licentiouſneſſe £ And while men have leafure 
enough for every other thing, who lookes at reforming 
of ill manners « And how juſtly doth God leave men, 
who will not be as they ought, (with Fazeel; to prove 
worſe then they ſeemed £ What argues this, tharmen 
livirg in a praftice of drunkenneſle and uncleannefle, 
dare preaſe upon 2 Miniſter of Chriſt, for comfortto 
their ſoules as imagining it to belong to them £ Is = 
4a Hgne' 
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a ſigne of a ſpirit of giddinefſe reigning in the world, out 
of \ an doring upon their prayers and hypocriticall 
worſhip £ Hith ſuch a Baalan:ſh conſcience ever appea- 
red.,and ſo commonly as now it doth in all places £ Dare 
Ulury, drunkennefle, covetouſneſſe, ſwearing, (which 
are more infamous ard hated) openly proclaime their 
ſhame: and dove we thinke that more ſecret finnes,which 
love the darke,are not much more genecally praRtiſed,as 
ſodomy, fornication and wantonnefſe For which ſake 
the wrath of God juſtly *comes upon the children of 
diſobedience! And this fourth was my ftrongeſt reaſon. 

Now then as my endeavous want nor due motiyes, 
ſoit lyes in thee for whoſe ſake 1 have written, to look 
to thy ſclfe, leſt ir beev1dertaken in vaine ! If thete be 
lirtle hope that my Phyſicke (not mine, but Gods) , will 
worke any gicar Cure, yer I wiſh it m?y prove preven- 
ting toſuch as yer remaine unrainted? What the ſucceſſe 
is like ro-be, lyes not in mee nor thee to determine | At 
leaſt this I defire, that they who arc entred,or are to en- 
ter the eſtate of Marriage, may find theſc rules fomwhar 
advantagious to further them in their choice,or to guide 
them in their courſe ! I ſhall bee happy in my defigne. if 
cither of theſe be obtained : tothe ctteRing whereof, I 
commend all to his grace, who hath by his providence 
_ this Treatiſe to an end, both for mee to publiſh, 
and forthee to peruſe. 


Thine in the Lord, 


D.R. 
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ſecond part of the Marriage honour to be preſerved, to 
Þ:0ih the Married condition: and thatboth-generall 


arbd ſheciall, in generallby ſome mutaalt Dutiescan. 
cerning. them both, Fowe. of themnamed. The. firſt 


handled. viz. lot conſent in Religion: 
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| Chap.s: FAIT. of the third joint Duty of the: 


Married, viz. Cheſtity. 
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0 Jointneſſe in Marriage, viz.Coufent. 31 
Chap: 107. Proceeds tothbe-perfonall officesiſoei- 


ther partie.: And firft of. the-Fduhband. Three Jeves, 


rallduties named. Thefirftrof them biandled;wia. Theto 
he be a man of Ynder ſtanding. 

Chap. 1 1. Goes on to the ſecond perſonall Dutic 
of the Eluebiand,to wit, Providence.. -: : 

Chap. 12. Tre, weth of the third and laſt ſpeciall 
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EFiveneſſe to the W fe. 

Chap. 13. Haudleth the ſecon] jort of ſpecial 
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' Duty of the Wife, viz. Helpfulneſſe. 


Chap. 1 5. T reateth of the 


of the Wife, which is Gracefulneſſe : Wherewth. the 
former V ſe of Exhortation, to honour Marriage is | 
concladed. Two other uſes of the point added, and ſo 


the whole T reatiſe finiſhed. 


Chap. 16. Is en Appendix to the T reatiſe. Gods | 


third and laſt Duty 


fudgements againſt the defilers of Marriage, terrible. 
The point handled. Reaſons added. A geftion an- 
ſwered for explication of the DofFrine, Some V es. 


Of Terror. Admonition. 


Chap. 17. The maine Fle of Exbortation to en- | 


ſue Chaſtity. Sundry meanes and connſels 


ded at large. And ſo a conclufion of the whole book. 


The end of the Contents of the 


Chapters. 
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A TREATISE OE 
MARRIAGE. 


HEBREVVS 13.5. 
Marriage i honourable, and the bed undefiled : 
but Whoremongers and Adulterers , God 
will judge. 


Cunn, KL 
The Analyſe of the Text. The firſt point handled, That 
Marriage t honourable. 


H A T the peculiar aime of Saint 
Paul \n this Epiſtle might be, in the 
\ enterlacing of a ſolemn praiſe of mar- 
riage betweene the fourth and the faxt 

2 verſe of this Chapter (which are of 
another garbe and nature) may per- 
haps ſceme queſtionable to a Reader, 
not obſervant of the circumſtances of 
times and perſons. Sure it is,that the 
Apoſtles ſcope is very orderly and familiar. For having in 
the former Chapter propounded the Dodrine of juſtifica- 
tion in the cauſes thereof, both matter & forme ; and having 
allo very effeually built thereon that great exhortation, to 
B beleeve 
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Chap.12. 


Jew confured 
in his concert 
of Morriges 
I Tim. 4. " 


beleeve, and to live by faith. In the chapter before this, he 
proceeds to the urging ef obedience and holineſle, in the 
generall: and in this 13. chapter he proceeds to particula- 
rize and inſtance in ſome ſpeciall, and ſome oerional ofti- 
ces and acts of Chriſtian praftice. But for the queſtion mo- 
ved, what ſhould cauſe the Apoſtle to thinke this argument 
of Marriage as weighty as the reſt, and to equall it toother 
Doqtrines handled 1a this place ; may be ſuppoſed, not to be 
from a common notion, ſwimming with other things 1n his 
minde, and uttered by courſe : but, probably from foine oc- 
caſion of reall and preſent neceſlity moving him. I will pro- 
pound what ſeemes to me the truth. There were at the time 
of writing this Epiſtle, two ſorts and practices of men very 
rife, and that of contrary intention ; the one of heathenith 
prophanencſle, the other of Iewiſh ſuperſtition : the Hea- 
thens, as they thought kngle fornication no ſinne at all (as 
appeared by their common practice of it ; ) and adultery it 
ſelfe, none of the greateſt ſinnes ; ſo, they ileighteJ all de- 
nanciations of Gods wrath and judgement againſt either ; 
and ſnorted ſecurely inthe pratice of both. The Iew, on 
the contrary extreame , Ccoimcs 1.: with his Superſtition, as 
thinking there is no way to controll this impiety, ſave by 
maintaining a fat contraricty unto 1t, viz. That Marriage it 
{(clfe is nnlawfull. Pax! himiclte taxeth ſuch falſe teachers, 
Feorbiadins 0 marry, that IS, crofling Gods owne ordinance, 
provided for the tafeguard ef Chaitity. Much like the Pa- 
pts at this day,fundry of whoſe poſitions ſavour of ne other 
{traine, then to op,otc one errour by a farre worſe. As,be- 
cauſe they {ce mens lives very barren of good workes, they 
havenorotker way to draw men to be forward in weldoing, 
then by a taife Dodtrine, that workes are meritorious. Like- 
w:{c, tinding fault with mens backwardnefſe to Mortificati- 
on ; in Policy, they deviſc ſuch Penances of the fleſh asGod 
never ordained, to whip themſelves with cords beſet with 
needles, and ſharpe prici«s, or to ſtand up naked to the chin 
in cold water, or to fatt from all kinde of fleſh, to goe bare- 
foot on pilgrimage, to renounce the world, ſellall, and hve 
in a Cloiſter. This myſtery of iniquity wrought early, eyen 

here 
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here 1n the mindes of ſuperſtitious Iewes and falſe teachers , 
who found no way to alay the flame, fave by quenching the 
fire : and therefore, to quaſh heatheniſh contempt of mar- 
riage by whoredome, orthe corrupting thereof ' y Adul- 
tery, they athrme no marriage or carnall knowledge at all, 
to be allowed to Chriſtians ; which remedy is much worſe 
then the diſeaſe ; as if the life of Divels (adultery) could be 
overthrowne by the doctrine of Divels, which 1s, defiance 
of marriage. We lee this {topping of the ſtreame, hath in 
allagcs doubled the rage of all kinde of uncleanneſſe. Here 
therefore, the Apoſtle, that he might oppoſe both theſe ex- 
tremities : firft, the ſuperſtition of the Iew, tels him, Afarri- 
age ts honowrable ; and therefore an ungodly thing to diſanull 
an ordinance. And the bed is undefiled: there 15 no neceſſity 


of making our ſelves Eunuckes, to avoid unchaſtenefſe.-And 


on the other ſide, to the Heatheniſh, or lately converted 
from Pagan prophanenefle, this he addes, But Whoremongers 
and Aaulterers God will judge: q.d. Let no man ſtrengthen 
bimſclfe in his adultery or tilthinefſe, under pretext of the 
lawfulneſle of carnall knowledge : for why ? whether men 
goeto commen harlots, and dehle virgins more openly, as 
Whoremongers , or goe to worke more covertly, ſhrowding 
their ſinne by the Married eſtate ; although for a time, they 
may dehie or be defiled, without feare or checke : yet, they 
mult know, that the God of marriage and purenefſe, will one 
day in perſon fit upon them;and ſhew his deteſtation of ſuch 
wayes, by plaguing them, be they great or {mall, high or 
lowe, Princes or Peſants. As once Latimer, that holy Mar- 
tyr, upon an handkerChiefe with a booke wrapt up 1n it,and 
preſented to a King,wrote this very text for a poſie, Fornica- 
rores (+ Adulteros judicabit Dommns. 

The words then containe in them a Diſcretive proporti- 
on ; the which divides it {eife into two truths; either an af- 
ſertive, or denouncing truth : onely there muſt be concet- 
ved to be a ſecret defe of the werds in them both, which 
mult be ſupplied for the making up of a full mea.:ing. Touch 
ing the Aſlertion #rſt, its two fold ; the one concerning the 
Ordinance it fclte, Afarriage i honourable; the other reſpect- 
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ing the uſe of it; And the beds undefiled (for ſo I read it a&cor- 
ding to the Text and ſcope.) The ſecond truth denouncing, 
divides it ſelfe into-two parts; either a Threat,*or 'the '0b- 
je&thereof 7 the Threat is againſt tho corrupters of marri- 
age, God will judoe-them. The obje is donble; firſt, fornica- 
tors, ſuch as mixe unlawfully with the ſingle, either harlots 
or virgins, making theſe whores, or nouriſhing them that 
are ſo, in their trade. Or elſe Adulterers, who Calthough el- 
ther of. the parties married , cauſe adultery). yet being 
married, doe linke themſelves with other mens wives, for 
the concealement of their villanie, and fo of baſtardy. Both 
theſe, the one for his manifeſt and open, the other his ſub- 
till and cloſe uncleaneneſle, ſhall be adjudged by God him- 
ſelfe. The conceived defett of the ſentence, -lyeth in the 
oppelition of the parte, thus, viz, Marriage is honourable, the 
bed # undefiled, and bleſſins ts pox all that ſo preſerve it. But 
Whoremonger's and Adultercrs arc diſhonourable, debanched ones, 
and God will curſe and plague them. I will go through both the 
parts, God aſliſting : and firſt of the firſt. 
Thefirſt poinn Marriage w honcrable : and that tor fourereſpeRts : firlt,in 
Mar gz is theparts of it : ſecondly, in the nature of it : thirdly, in the 
honourabe. uſe of it : fopr:hly, in the quality or ſacrednefle of it. For 
_ "g feure the parts of it,if the marriage is beſt where the parts of it are 
3 fo (in concreto at leaſt) the wite and the husband, both pre- 
ciqus peeces. Ofthe wite we have ſundry Scriptures for 
— "a **-.. her honoucatleneſſe :: ſhe is call-d the gifr of God: its the uſe 
<a of the holy Ghoſt ro ſtjle excellent things, Gods things, as 
the Mount of Ged, the cit 'y of God, the beu/e of God, the gard-n of 
God : becauſe excellency cannot owne anything which is 
baſe : Gods greatneſſe gives no common gitts,ſfo that a-wife 
Woman ha» 15 Do common blefling : ſhe is Gods woman,notonely made 
2ourable, by God, as ſhe is his-creature alone (fo by ſinne ſhe both loſt 
Pror.19.1g,, her owne, and her busbands royalty alſo : ) But, asſhee is 
made np againe by Gods grace, to a better image then ſhee 
laſt; and ſo, honorable by a ſecond creation : yea, reſtored 
to man with advantage, much better then ſhe firſt brought 
unto kim in Paradiſe. By this meane, ſhe becomes ar-helpe 
inſtead of a ſnare, a true gift of God, an excellent ecce, ths 
which 
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which a man may bleſſe God while he lives: | This, I fay,in Marriage is 
the firſt place; as the chiefe ground of ker honour :- arid yet from God, yea 


this is not all; ſhe is called the crowne of her husband, both tt? 


by Salewon(vling that word)and by SaintPaxl,calling her bs yereth it: ſee 
g/ory, who before was his utter ſhame. Crownes, we know, Pſal.68.6. 
are very precious things and honorable, ſerving to grace God ſereerh 
things of chicte eminency, Empercurs, Kings and Princes : —_ 
Crownes are made of the pureſt gold, embelliſhed withthe ans - 
coftlieſt Pearles, ſet in with curious workmanſhip. So again 
her price is ſaid to be farre above Kwbies : yea, Wiſedome her Pro. 1.10. 
ſelfe, and a good wife, are not far different in their deſcrip- 


- tions; no jewell is to be compared to her, farre above fil- 


ver, yea, the choifeſt gel!. Happy is he upon whoſe head 

ſuch a crowne is ſct,to whom heaven hath given ſuch a gift. 

The other party is the Kan ; we know the man doth elpe- zi poor 
cially reſemble the image of God, and in that reſpect 1s the ble, 

Wives head : an\J although by her finne, he came to loſe his + Cor. 11.7. 
honour, yet if he be a good man, he is a man of underſtan- 

ding, and of an excellent ſpirit ; yea, better then his neigh- Pco. 19.27, 
bour. Not a Ruben any longer, whoſe dignity is gone, but 

as Nebuchadnez.zar, reſtored againe to his former, yea grea- = Js 
ter glory. ; as /ob, whole latter life was better then the for- 
mer ; 1fn whom the majeſty, authority and wiſdome of God ,,..**. 
doth hine. Conclude then, if both the members of this bo- | 
dy are fo honorable, what mult the whole be? If each of 
them be ſo precious, whatisthe campound ? ifa ring alone 
be rich, what 1s 1t with a richer pearle encloſcd in it? As we 
{ce when a Prince and heire of a crowne marries a Prin- 
ceſſe dowager, how glorious is their union ? how honora- 
ble their concurrence ? This may ſerve for the firſt of the 
foure. 

But, leaſt any ſhould alledge, that the Text ſpeakes not The ſecond 
of thoſe that make marriage honourable ; but {ai:h, Marriage **{p:& of bo- 
(as ſuch an ordinance) is honourable : therefore let the par- — wa = 
ries goe, and come to the nature and kinde it ſelfe of marri- 1 ;;;i age. 
age. The Greeke word herc uſcd,is the ſatne which isuſed « Per.1.2, 

2 Pet.1.2, and may as well be tranſlated Precions,or of worth 
and value, a coſtly thing : and fo it well befits Marriage; for 
B 3 why ? 


—— RE 


+ Gen. 1,28, & 
2,18, 


Toha 2.x. 


the uſe of mar- 
rage, 


_ Matrimoniall Honeny : Or, 
why ? Its precious in the nature ef it. A Pringe is a pre- 
2 Sam.18,3, Cious peece in himſeife ; Thow art worth ten thouſand of us 


(fay the people to David) without any other reſpects ; he 
is the delight of his Subjc<&s, an ovJ3<t of naturall conten- 
tation and efteeme. The light of the Sunne (though conſi- 
dered apart fromthe uſc) a peatle, gold, $kill and cunning 
in Arts, have a peculiar fplendour, grace and noblenefle of 
nature in them, and doe eminently exceede other thi 'gs. So 
marriage in the nature of it (although never ſo much ſtained 
with the unjuſt aſperſions of Popery, and their compariſons 
with virginity) is a precious ordinance 1n her nature. How 
men by their ſfinne make it, is not the queſtion (for a crown 
may be caſt into the dirt) but how it 18. I ſpeake not now, 
how gcnerall conſent and opinion hath ſetled it in worth, 
graced it with priviledges, diſgra ced ſingle life (which yet 
I approve not) and granced immunities to marriage farre 
above it, both in warrec and peace (as the Romans law of 
the claime of three Sonnes thewcs) but I ſpeake of Gods 
owne inſtitution of it ; for thats oncly honour which a King 
gives, who himielfe deviſed it ; yea, and that not as a reliete 
of man fallen, but an addition of pertefion tv his creation, 
before ever ſin centred : for the order of it, after all other 
creatures were made to entertaine and gracetheirLord and 
Lady, yea, the guard of heaven to uſher them into Paradiſe; 
even the Father, Sonne and holy Ghoſt, conſenting to pro- 
pagate man created, and not ceaſing to create, till the 
woman was created : more ecfpecially, the Lord Icfus ho 
ſelfe (when-he needed it not) yet would grace it, by being 
the Sonne of a married. Virgin, and chooſing to be [oſephs 


. reputed Sonne : not to'{peake of that honour he caſt upon 


it, when he did yeclde to doe his firſt divine Miracle at a 
Marriage. Now that which a God of purenefle ordaines by 
a perpetualldecree of purencſſe, in an eſtate of purenefle, 
how can it chooſe but have an ingraven character and for- 
mall nature of preciouſneile and honour in it ? This for 
the {econd. 


Third reſpef: The third reſvpc't is yet more for the honour of it. We ſay 


it beares pricke and price, which Containes ſweet and good, 
price 
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rice and uſe in one. For why ? The very pleafirig pure lu- 
fire of a pearle, would make it precious of it ſelfe, though it 
had no vertue or quality for uſe in it. Marriage then is alſo 
honourable for the uſe of ir. If the Sunne be excellent for 
her pureneſle, what is it then for his influence and life, the 
very heat and vegetation ofthe Creatures? what ſhould the 
world be, ſfavea dungeon without it? And what were 1t 
but an emprineſle and vanity without the uſctulnefle of mar- 
riage ? Iflight be ſo precious for the pureneſſe of it, what 
is it for the ulcfull diretion of it to doe the world of worke 
which it daily affordeth ? If a Prince be ſo honourable for 
his nobleneſle, what is he for the uſe, to be a Father to his 
People, to rule them with all godlinefle and honeſty,to feed 
them 1 Jacob and liracl? uſetulneſle is the varniſh and lu- 
{tre of honour, grounding and eſtabliſhing it, as colours ſet 
in oyle. Now then what1s equail to marriage, for the be- 
ing or well being of lite ? I fay, the being, ornament or de- 
fence of it. Its the prop of mutuall content, the aid of na- 
ture, the perteAtion of health, wealth, beauty, learning, ho- 
nour and cx/erience, youth, manhood, old age, whereof 
none is ſweet, where marriage ſupplics not the lacke. It 
ſerveth not on-ly for the neceſlity of generation (for how 
can there be warmth to one, but if two lye together, they have 
warmth ? ) but for the reliefe of ſuch as are paſt it, looking 
at the ſafeguard of the ſtocke, and comfort of life ? Marri- 
age is the Preſervative of C ba#tity, the Seminary of the Com- 
mon-wealth, ſced-plot of the Church, pillar (under God) of the 
world, r: ght-bana of providence, ſupporter of lawes, ftates, orders, 
offices, orfts and ſervices : the glory of peace, the ſinewes of warre, 
the maintenance of policy, the life of the dead, the ſolate of the li- 
ving,the ambition of virginity the foundation of Countries, Cities, 
V uiverfitics, ſucceſſion of Families, Crownes and Kingdomes ; yea 
beſides the being oftheſe) its the welbeing of them being made, 
and whatſoever 1s excellent in them, or any other thing, 
the very-furniture of heaven (in a kinde) depending there- 
upon. 


Fourthly, its alſo honourable for the ſolemne facredneſſe The fourth 
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ilterainance:; and, although for the better witneſſe, our 
Marriages are finiſhtin Churches, yet marriage properly is 
no Sacrament. But meane, that God generally hath plan- 
ted a reverend eſteeme of it in man, and put a deepe awe of 
it into our mindes (as all thoſe Lawes doe teſtihe, which 
hzve ſo ſtritly maintained the repute of it : ) but eſpecial 
ly, that divine ſanion by which pure marriage 1s blefled : 
and all that dare dehle and diſhonour 1t, the or threatens 
to diſhonour and deltroy them. Him who defiles the Tem- 
ple of God, by the pollution of this ordinanse, God will al- 
ſo deſtroy. The annointing of a King,though it be not pro- 
perly ad1vine ſpirituall a, yet its facred,and the Conſeera- 
tionefhim, an a&t of ſolemne and highreverence, moſt re- 
ligiouſly obliging the Subje& to all due ſervice, as to his 
liege Lord, for conſcience {ſxke. Towch not mine Annointed, 
(faith God) znd do my Prophets no harme : and therfore David 
trembling at Abiſpat his bloedy motion to kill Sax, (though 
a tyrant) faith, God forbid 7 ould lay mine hand upon the Lords 
anniinted, viz. Jeſt God ſhould lay his hand upon bim with 
vengeance. Even ſo ſacred a thing is this Marriage: not in 
the jealouſie onely of revenging man (whoſe heart cannot 
be pacitied with gifts, iy caſe of ſuch violation which ar- 
gues aſacred depth of thoughts npon ſuch an injuſtice,) nor 
onely in the puniſhments mwflited by humane lawes there- 
upon (ſome whereof make the wronged party his owne jJu- 
ry, judge, and executioner.) Bur <{pecially the juſt hand 
of the God of marriage, going out againſt all offenders in 
this kinde, againſt chaltity (which ſhould be kept 1n this ſa- 
cred Cabinet) and not onely againft the party offending 
himſelfe,but alſo his name and potterity. As the text itſelfe 
addes, and we ſhall proſecute 1n the end of this Diſcourſe ; 
But, whoremongets and adultercys God will judge. Sum up theres 
fore all theſe reſpeRs in one, and conclude, if marriage be 
ſo ſolemne and precious in her parts, nature, uſe,and ſacred- 
neſſe, then doubtleſle it is true both in the nature and uſe of 
it, That Marriage is honoarable, a4 the bed is wndefiled. So 
much for the opening of this 61it point, 1 come now to 
the Vic. 
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late marriage; whatſocver they are, Epicures, Papiſts, Prote= 
ſtants, unmarried men or married, do deface marriage,cither 
really or occafionally,caſting their dungupon it,they are all 
guilty. Fint,here let al Papiſts,[efuites,Prictts or others, with 
all their fomenters and adherents, tremble and be aſhamed, 


whw have dared ſo many times to diſhonour marriage, and P'** 


ſo many wayes to defile it. Their Clergy, forfooth, are all 
cut off at one blow frem it, yea, though it be a Sacrament, 
How juſt 1s it, that ſuch hoald be lefr tothe ſpirit of giddi- 
nefle, that they ould with the ſame mouth be compelled 
to magnifie that with molt holineſſe, which yet they debar 
their molt holy order of Prieſthood from? or rather {ecretly 
confeſſe, what a polluted order it is, which difdaineth the 
uſe of that, which (though errontouſly) they call a Sacra- 
ment? The ſtare of marriage is with theſe impure ones, an 
eſtate of ſuch as live in the fleſh. Better were it (faith their 


Champion Bellarmine,)for a Prieſt to defile himſelf with ma- p,yin; pave 
ny harlots, then to be married te one wife. When the trum- perſonall $a 
p-t gives 19 certain analarme and ſound of defiance to mars craments, 


r1age, who ſhould dare venture upon it ? Theſe children of 
the purple whore, ſcorne that their great revenues ſhould 
ſerve to maintaine the honourable off-ipring of murriage ; 
therefore God leaves them to be more filthy, and to let fuch 
a hlthy off-ſpring maintaine none, fave the children of for- 
nication. Marriage was honourable in the Church, not a- 
mong Lay-men onely, but (in the old Teſtament) with the 
high Prieſt, and all his Tribe (which yet were typicall of 
the pureneflſe of Chriſt himſelte) and Moſes himſelfe, a man 
who was converſant with God, and ſpake to him face to 
face, was married : after Chriſt, with the Apeſtles them- 
ſelves, notwithſtanding their travels,Saint Peer their grarid 
Patron (ind Pas! had the ſame power) with the Evange- 
liſts, and many religious Biihops and Overſcers of Chrilts 
Hacke, from their times to many generations following. Till 
the myſtery of iniquity, which long before þad bin laid as 
; C _ 


9 
"Firſt then, is marriage ſo honourable? Woe thenand ter- Fe x 
rour to all\uch, as direRtly or indiretly, by dodrine or pras 1 crrour to the 
Rice, openly or ſecret, by theught, word or deed, dare vio- 4ſhonourers 
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leven, and beganto werke, was growne at length to open 
xz Tim,q4.z: Doftrincof Divels, in rejecting of marriage, and praftice 
of Diycls, in playing the Sodomites and whoremongers; for 

See our lear- generally this taint hath run through them all (if Hiſtories 
ned writers, gay be belecved) fromthe head to the foot. And although 
Centur.  T geny not, but many votaries among them, abſtaine from 
uncleanneſſe,ſome more,ſome lefſe ; yet their Doftrine frets 

2 Tim,h.17, like a Canker, to defile and diſhonout this honourable Or- 
dinance. Away ye hypocrites, and vaniſh. at the light and 

laſtre of thus truth* !. your workes in ſecret are ſuch, that 

it is a ſhame onely to name them, the Sunne bluſhing at 

them : your Cloyſters of both ſexes, vaults, privies,fiſhponds, 

and the hike, have. witneſſed ſufficiently (by the confeflion 

and fanRion. of a great Pope and Proftor of your w—_— 

what helliſh abominations doe ſwarm under the ſhroud anc 

vaile of yourdehiance of Marriage. 

'F he life and How Jultly hath the Lord (by giving over ſuch, both to 
praQice of Pa finnes unnatural andunlawhull)difabled them of credit and 
piſts juſtly pu- abjlity, to diſhonour that which they ſo abhor ? ſo that their 
niſhed by God \,,0rds againſt marriage, which they nickname, a living 1n 
the fleſh, arc noſlander to it. For as the Proverbe ſaith, C/-- 

dis a ccuſes whoremaſters, and Catiline Cethegws, to be a 

traitor. This errour ef theirs, never paſt without contradi- 

Rion, fram firſt to laſt inthe Church, notwithſtanding their 

violence have brought it to this. As Saint Paw/ of thoſe 

x Theſ.2.15. Jewes, foI of theſe, God they oppoſed,ind man they diſre- 
- mga garded ; hatcfull and hated ofall men. God bath ſaid, It rs 
iy nant i, mot good for man r1 be alone, tor ſnares ſake. They fay, its not 
; good to be married, forDevotions ſake;abuſing that Text, /rs 

wot good for a man to 1ouch awonan. As Anitin ſaid betwixtDe- 
natss and himfelte, Whether of the two beleeve you ? 1o ſay 
I between God and theſe. And,man they controll ; for here 
the text cals marriage honenrable [| among all ] poore and 
rich, fimple, learned, noble, baſe, iiniſter, people ; all men. 
What then are theſe ? men, or beaſts in their likeneſle, with 
womens faces, lions qualities, or rather Divels in the fleſh, 
That which they raiſe up as high as a Sacrament among 
men, they-bcat down and anathematize to heYlamang _ 
| elves. 
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ſelves. Bat I leave them to the diſcovery of their owne 
ſc ſometimes, Lsther and others, who upon the experi 
ence of them, loathedthem ; and therefore(though at their 
arting Satan fomed and raged )even out of horrour of con- 
ſcience, departed fromthem. No wonder ; for who could 
endure the ſociety of fuch theeves, as have robbed the earth 
of men, men of honelty, and heaven of Saints, as a learned 
man ſyeakes. 

As for their deifying of virginity above marriage (which Popith mag- 
partly they colour over wich Saint ſeroms prepoſterons zeale tying of vir- 
againſt Vigilante ) let ine anſwer with that wiſe towne- $'2iy confu- 
Clerke of Ephefas, ſpeaking tothe tumaltuons peopte, Who Adcr 

« rr : . 9:35. 

knoweth not that virginity 1s precious ? But grant it be fo. 
What ? can it not be praiſed without the diſgrace of marri- 
age? Isthe eye of the one evill, becauſe the other is good ? 
Can no oblation pacifie the one, bur the honour of the other 
depraved, and a facrifice of the heads of married men? 
doth ſhe not cut downe the bowe ſhe ſtands on, yea breake 
her owne necke, in deſtroying marriage ? To be fure,none 
are ſo unfit to commend or defend her, as they who confute 
marriage by the ſame uncleanneſſe whereby they defile vir- 
ginity. Virgins, I confefle, have their honour, yea, thoſe 
Eunuches who have made themſelves fpiritually fo for the Mn. 1g. r2. 
kingdome of God, are praiſeworthy. And, as that Demoni- 

acke aid, leſs we know, and Paul we know, but who are ye ? So Att 19.15, 
we, marriage and true virginity we admire, but as for you, 

what, or whence are yee ? If you fpeake a good word for 

it;it were meet (asthey at Athens were wont in the Senate 

to do)to take it out of your unvirgin-like unſeemly mouthes, 

and put it into the mouth of heneller perſons. Praiſe ftinkes 

in the mouthes of ſuch as doe reproach more by deeds, then 

their mouthes can commend. As the Poet once faid of the 

cold Poetry of them who commended faſting with their 

bellies full : ſonny I fay of yon, who praiſe virginity, your 

ſelves having bodies debauched with uncleanneſſe ; your 

breath is not ſweet enough for this worke, nor your words | 
ſtrong enough, to make you beleeved. None bat Oratonrs 


Can praiſe cloquence, nor any, ſave chaſte virei c 
: 91 , "7 C 2 Virgins, fingt : 
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2.. Branch of 


life, whether married or unmarried. One once faid of the 
great Turkes horſe, that no grafſe grew after where he had 
once trod ; ſo, neither did ever virginity thrive upon your 
raiſes. As Locufts cat up all before them, ſo doth yeur un- 
bridled laſt ; and the more, by how much its vailed with. 
the vow of that Chaſtity, which becomes the greateſt ſnare 
of uncleanneſſe, to them that make it.. Thus much for th 
firſt branch. 
But to leave theſe, I would alſo apply this truth to a ſe- 


rerrour:againſt cond ſort of men, for their diſhonouring of marriage. Such 
all. prophaners ] meane, as doe (thongh not by Popiſh, yet) by their un- 


of marri2ge. 


1:Sam. 2.23, 


cleane lives and praftice, defloure and diſgrace this Ordt- 
nance. The molt reall and chiefe offenders in this kinde, 
Who by their manners doe rot onely impute, but infuſe (in 
a fort) a blot and ſhame into marriage, cauſing it to ſtinke 
by their ſinne,. which God hath honoured and bleſſed. And 
theſe are the ſucceſſours of Hophniand Phinees, whoſe _ 
and ſhameleſle pollutions by. whoredome and adultery doth 
corrupt it. A courſe in theſe dayes ſo common, that net 
onely among the viler ſort its thought nothing (for therv 
be of the ignorant and baſer ſort n people who are free 
from it) but even of them of the better faſhion alſo (where 
grace rules not) of whomin the end of this Treatiſe I ſhaY 
{peake more. But beſides theſe, how doe the lives of ſuch 
aS live in this eſtate of marriage cauſe men to vow the gro- 
{eſt uncleanneſſe, rather then they would be ſo married ? As 
once an Heathen ſaid, If this be the praQtice of Chriſtians 
to eattheir God, and to kill their King, let my ſoule be with 
the Philoſophers. So ſay ],the baſe curſed life of many pro- 
feflours, who brawle, ſcold, fght,and live at defiance with 
each other,cauſes many ungodly ones to prefer a ſingle life, 
-—- beſmeared with all ſorts of luſts contemplative, pra+ 
Ricall,natural,unnatura}, with wives,harlots,or as they can, 
rather then to marry ! that is to ſay,Let my ſoule be with the 
adulterers. I ſay to ſuch married perſons, (tumbling-blocks 
and eye-ſores ; perhaps you may be guiltleſſe of this ſin your 
{clves;but verily,many by your occaſion,are as deeply temp- 
ted to uncleannes,as others are þy the entiſements of bawds 

and 
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and companions of harlots. Wells odious as you are,yet 1s 
Marriage honourabl: in her ſelfe : you doe as much as in you 
lyeth (and ſhall anſwer for it, as well as if it were 1n your 


. power) to dehie it;but yet you cannot dehile that which.od 


hath enftamped with honour. 
To ſee ſome married couples, how they bring up thei: 


| brats to all filthineſſe of manners : to fee Ahabs and Tezabels , gi, as s 5. 


both comoiming together in villany : to ſee the wofull con» 

fuſion of bad wives with good husbands, or them with as 

bad wives, drawing in a moſt unequall yoake : ' N4bals and 19-24. 

Abigails, Moſes mn, Zippora's ; woul\ it not cauſe men to ws rr age ab. 
; f 4 . VAred by the 

{top their noſes at the ſtinch of marriage ? _Should this be, ,;. 15". 

if men kept the honeur of marriage unſtained? If they were (ome couples, 

jealous to ſuffer any eye to beho!d their unſeemelinefle, leaſt Exod..25. 

marriage ſhould be diſhonoured ? To {ee the ſeparation of 

{uch in the Countrey of all forts,as depart from their youke- 

fellowes, abandoning eachother »y Law,or lawlefle divor- 

ces, from bed, board, and affeftion (I meane by wilfull ſe- 

parating themſclves) would it not cauſe men to irke marri- 

age? Tobehold varlets and monſters openly, and in the 

face, and defiance of Courts and Lawes, without penance 

or due purſuit and puniſhment, to doe as Zimri and Coxb; N9m-25.6. 14 

did (though with contrary ſucceſſe ) to bring their whores 

and the baſtards they have begotten by them, not onely 1n- 

to their houſes and under their wives nofes, kurt to liy them 

in their beds, to force them to afford then like purcery and 

equall tearmes with their owne : would jt not make Hea- 

thens themſelves to ſpue us out ? To ſee great men to relin— 

quiſh and calt up their chaſte and wel-deſerving Ladies, 

(whom they at firſt loved and fought with the greateſt am- 

bition) and to give themſelves to vagrant and” liblinous 

courſes ; would itnot fray men from marriage, and {ay as 

they did, If the caſe ſtand fo, it isnot good to marry ? To 

conclude, to ſee but the baſe Mart that is now made of mn - 

riages, how men looke onely at the prize and the beſt gaine; 

how they may take in, or put off their children, in and at the 

beſt vantage hs cattle in a market) for wealth and portion, 

be they never ſo debaucht, drunkards, or light huſwives; 
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woald it not proveke men to vomit fnch marriages ? A wor- 
thy wife cannot be ſufficiently prized, a man cannot tell 
what to aske for ſuch a pearle ; and a bad one deferves no 
price ,being the worſt of wates :. the one is above this line, 
the of her is under 1f, neither ought to be bought and fold : I 
ſay, theſe, and other the like abules,as the porpmncy zealon- 
fics betweene ſome couples (not the worſt perfons, yet bad 


; In marriage) their ſiniſter conceits, melancholike diſteny- 


Ve 3. 
Admonition 
t6 preyeut th: 
6:0onour of 
marriage. 


pers, how doe they make this com:nodity of marriage, yea 
and a better too, even religion it ſeclfe ( which roo many 
fach profeſle ) to be badly ſpoken of. But in the meane 
tim?, by theſe rents and diforders the innocent Ordi- 
nance heaxes ill ; as if, by her default, fuch evils were con- 
muted. 

I procezd to aſycond uſe of Admonition ; and that is, to 
all ſuch as ſhall u»ontriall inde out their errors, or cle can 
prove their endeavour to preſerye this honour of marriage 
entire and unſtained. Sundry are the feares and prictes I 
know of the weaks (though religions couples) when they 
looke backe to their beginnings : ſome to conſider hovy 
rawiy they entred into this enthbe at firſt, and ſince ba- 
ving tound God to be more gracious,toreclaimthem home, 
or the husband and wife that before was averſe : yet when 
they alſo thinke, how unthankefully they have requited 
God for it, waxing light, wanton, worlely and looſe ; they 
cannot chulc, bu: they muſt de in bitterneſle for jt. Others, 
although they have entred into this c{tate with much zeale, 
reſolution, and conſent of heart, to honour God to their ut- 
termoſt in it : yet alas, when they come to weigh ſeriouſly 
how many dayes, moneths and yeeres are come over their 
heads 1na mvft unprofitable fort ; gray haires being upon 
them, without any impreſſion of fiuit,and growthin good ; 
able to ſay little for themſelves, either for religion, walking 
betweene themſelves, praying for and*with each other, 
zoynt care in education of their children; yea,that they have 
kumored each other in their baſe corruptions, boiſtred each 
other in worldlinefſe (which hath eaten up their ſtocke) 
not ſuffered grace to revive but to- d.cay ; ferving their 

turnes 
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turnes cach of other, onely for common and vaniſhing ends: 
of their owne : ſpent Sabbaths carnally,and little delighted 
inthem for Gods cauſe, fruitleſſe in hearing, and Family du- 
tics: oh! much cauſe of griefe muſt needs be to ſuch. Be 
therefore admoniſhed, ſleight not the care of maintaining 
of Religion in your marriage, with all ſolicitous carctul- 
neſſe, ſhunning that which might weaken it,the honour and 
comfort of it. Crownes of honour: are tickle things ; and 
looke whatſoever it be that hath much honour put upon it, 
hath-withall much care, anxiety and burden annexed. Bc- 
ware then : ſcum not off the fat and ſweet of the honor and 
content of marriage ; but as for the burden and ſervice ofit, 
to ſeeke God, to worſhip him joyntly, to ſhun all occaſions 
of caſe, carnall occaſions of jollity, unchaſte comoany, you 
are loath to take the paines : ſurely, you ſhall finde at laſt 
that repentance will be the beſt fruit of ſuch leghtneſle : it 
is ſtrange how little this is beleeved at firſt, till experience 
have taught it : but men thinke marriage to be a buckler to Muriageno 
fence off all blowes : ſolong as they love one anether (as >u-kler <9 
they thanke God, that they ; Jn heartily, though with a ro:- IF wy yaa 'ves 
ten love) that will hold themin, as the corner-ftone doth EY 
the ſides of arr houſe. Others take marriage to be an eſtate 
of looſe liberty,to live as they liſt,and therefore obſerve no 
caution, nor fteare any danger , zill at laſt they Fewaile their 
folly, when they ſee how by their raſh ianprovidence, they 
have brought a ſnare of poverty upon themſclves : others, 
an habit of pleaſures and expence, till, both time,thritr, and 
heart be all loſt and paſt recall. 
Others there are, who by their froward, peeviſh carri- 
age have provoked cach others to wearuefle, impatierice 
and diſcontent : others, have drowned themfeives in luſt, 
andled each others by baſe example to follow them ; and 
inſtead of complainers of each others, to be as deep in and 
overſhooes therein as the other, thereby heaping diſeaſes 
and necdlefſe ſorrow upon their heads. And whereas for 
Jacke of mature regard and prevention, they have pierced 
through themſelves with the fruit of their finne ; then they 
cry out tou late, wiſhing they had bin wiſer to keepe this 
crowne 
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crowne entire from ſtajne and dithoneur ! Kings and Em- 
perours have ſo leighted the due Care of their crownes,that 
they have brought ruine .and miſery apon themſelves, by 
running into exceſle of contempt : as it the example of 
Relsbeam wee ſee. But when as for their looſe exorbi- 
tant wayes, they have come to fee thoſe ſad efteRts which 
followed, they have withe their crownes againe,upon con- 
dicion of improving their honour with ten times more tem- 
perance and wiſ2dome. How much more then have mar- 


1ied perſons cue to abhor their careleſneſle if this kinde, 


ain to binde tare, if they looke to finde ſure ; that 1s,to prop 
v2 the honour of this ordinance, if they will enjoy the qui- 
et fruit of righteoulneſle, by their goed behaviour. If a Mi- 
pilter or Magiltrate haviag more honour put upon them 1n 
thoir places then others, thould carry themſelves the more 
d:{{ai1tully, and beare themſelves fo upon their places, that 
they care for no man, nor baulke any bad courſes, doe they 
looke thcir honour ſhould beare them out ? thauld not God 
ſay to them, Thoſe who honour me, f will hownnr ; but ſuch as 
reproach me, I will make vile ? It private perſons excelling 
o:hers 1c gitcs; ſhall not attend to humility and fear of them- 
ſelves, ſhall nottheir glory end in their ſhame, their gifts in 
barrennefle, and their profeilion in revol:? Even fo 1s it 
here ; ſuch as care nor, regard not their demeanour in mar- 
riage , both to God, themſelves, and their families, - by 
ſhunning offences, jealouics, loſle or alienation of affeti- 
ons ; tut th:nke it will alway be hony-moone, and a merry 
world with them, 1s it not jult, that their unſeaſonable rus 
ines ſhould teach them repentance too late? Therefore 
Lt all married on: be warned hereby, to be ſober, 
heedfull, adviſed, moderate in their affeRions, loves, 
and liverties; rather walking on this ſide the brinke, 
then otherwiſe : alway fearing a change, and ſaying, What 
if my follies breed in my wife (by Gods ſecret vengeance) 
a loathing of me? a fire of contention in my Loleme d 2 
continuall dropping upon my head,my content at home,my 
repute abroad? God keepe me within ſuch bounds of marri- 
ageas I hiſt yowed to keepe at my entrance. Thus much for 
the Adinonition, Next, 
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| Next,I proceedto comfort all ſach godly couples,as have 


Comfort to 


laboured toenhanſe and uphold the honour of this Ordi- $9204 couples, 
nance. Try your ſclvesthen ; no doubt you ſhall meet with v2 honour 


uncomfortable thoughts, for your manifold failings: and no 
doubt you thinke few religious mariages ſo ill managed, and 
(o enry carried as your owne ! the many breactes and 
flawes of your marriages, do cauſe you to maurne and com- 
plaine, ſaying, If indeed I had fo inured and acquainted my 
ſclfz and my wife to prayer and cloſe worthipping of God ; 
if I had wifdome and underſtanding enough to be Cods 
voyceto my wife to guide her : if I had abſtained from the 
ſnares and occaſions laid in my way by Satan to overthrew 
me and my peace ; had I preſerved both body and ſoule in 
that Chaſtity and honour that was meet, nouriſhing love and 
amity, abhorring all occaſions tothe contrary, I might be- 
hold the face of God with comfort } but now my burden is 
encreaſed by my errours in marriages v4z. that with a flight, 
heedleſle and regardleſſe heart, I have carried my ſelfe 1n a 
buſinefle of ſuch conſequence ; upon which the well or ill 
fare of my life dependeth. Well, there is no doubt, but, as 
inall other,ſo inthis part of the wheele of our converſation, 
to wit, of marriage ; we all finne many wayes, and our er- 
rours are infinite. But nowyfifc thy ſelfe more narrowly,and 
leaving thy faults, examine thy ſelte in intentions, in all the 
wandrings and ſwervings of thy courſe. Canſt thou ſay, 
as in all other, ſo in this part of thy courſe, thou haſt ſought 
better to be informed, what that good and accepted will 0 
God is? and accordingly, with ſimplicity of heart haſt quit 
thy ſelfe to thy companion, not for thine owne baſe ends 
and eaſe , bn! that marriage might have her honour preſer- 
ved, offences might be prevented, God worſhipped within, 
and honoured without doores ; a peaceable life in all god- 
linefle and honeſty preſerved? I aske not whether there 
have bin ſtaggerings, wearineſle of the yoake, and delire 
after more liberties, (for who is there that ſinneth not ? as 
Salomon ſaid,) but, I aske this; Haſt thou denied thy ſelfe, 
and curbed thy baſe heart, to toope to God in drawing this 
yoake ; not ſought thy caſe, ſleſhly content, letting the ho» 
D nour 
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nour of God to ſinke or ſwim? Haſt thou kumbly bowed 
thy neck and ſtooped to the ordinance,acknowledging how 
muck its changed fromthe firſt Creation, and by ſinne killed 
with ſundry ſorrowes, diſtempers and bitter-ſweets, hardly 
to be avoyded ? I ſay, haſt*thou under all theſe, abaſed thy 
ſelte before the Lord, craved pardon of thy ſtout heart and 
proud ſtomacke, loth to yeeld, and thine impotency of thy 
paſſions, deſiring to teſtifie thy obedience in bearing theſe 
annoyances,as juſtly inflicted for ſinne ? Haſt thou acknow- 
ledged the Lord moſt wiſe, in fo ordering the matter for 
thee, that becauſe thy heart is haughty and infolent,therfore 
he hath tamed thee by this bridle ; and hath by it exerciſed 
thy faith and patience, and brought thee to the bent of his 
bowe ?. ſo that for the avoyding of farre worſe ſnares, and 
for the comforts and liberties accruing by marriage, thou 
canſt willingly yeeld obedience to the rules and duties ther- 
of, not dividing burdens from priviledges ? and thou canſt 
correc all thy licentiouſneſle in ſeeking fleſhly content one- 
ly in marriage? Surely, if in ſome comfortable fort thou 
canſt ſpeake thus in the cares of God, begging a pardon of 
all wants; and arcleaſe of all deſerved penaltics ; then I ſay 
(according to infirmity) thou haſt ſought the honour of mar- 
riage ; and to prevent the jult ſtaine and aſperſions thereof 
by thy watchfulnefle;yea,thou haſt ſought the honour of the 
ordainer thcrof,for thy {ſingular comfort,which thou mightſt 
11] have wanted. 
Apolication What remaines therefore, but that I comfort thee from 
ot tkecomfurt God, and encourage thee by his promiſe, not onely againſt 
the feare of thy dithonouring God, but alſo towards a more 
hearty endeavour to honour him further ? Surely, thou haſt 
neede of no lefſe. Thy journey is long,thy ooedience ditti- 
Calt ! 1ts not for a day or a moneth, but for life ; its not for a 
ſodering up of breaches for a while, to breake out fo much 
M-r:i:ge is no the worle after : its no worke of an outſide, to ſet a good 
I»oſe cor i2!z, face upon the matter abroad, nouriſhing till the duteaſe 
way ot icrvice. Within 3 God 1s no: mocked,and finnes in this kinde are like 
oyle-inthe hand, which cannot be hid. But this obedience 
15 a perpetual, yet aningenuous, humble and holy. ſubjeRi- 
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on ts the will of the ſubzeer; who by it tryes men, and 
ſhewes them all whichis in the heart : fo that, I dare fay, 
a true obedient in marriage, iSa good ſervant in all. There- 
fore,as thou needeſt encouragement from God(as who doth 
not in ditficult duties) fo, take ic into thy boſone as thine 
owne, chew upon it and digeſt it: its the Lords will that 
thou (houlde{{pT ſay unto thee, that as the Lord hath put ho- 
nour upon this ordinance, ſo thou haſt ſought to maintatne 
it, on who ſo honours God, ſhall be honoured of God. 
God can and will turne all the impediments and incumbran- 
ces of this eſtate into bleſſings : thou ſhalt finde this eſtate 
made honourable to thee ; thy ſelfe ſhalt finde acceptance 
with God in all thy ſuits; fuccefſe in enterpriſes, honour and 
eſtecm among his people : he ſhall crowne thee with old 
age, and goo report in the way of righteoutneſſe.Thy wife 
ſhallbe a blefling, no ſnare ; thy liberties (hall be pure unto 
thee, and thou (halt viſit thine habitation without ſinne, as 


'y 


Encourage - 
mente toigligt- 
ous couples, 


ſob ſpeaks ; thou ſhalr dr nc of the floods of milke, and but- Job 5.14. 
ter and honey. Thy children (hall honour thee in the gate ; J-b 20.17. 
and ſhall be thy-crowne 1n thy age ; they (hall ſtand about Troul7.h, 


thy table as olive plants; hw penn, any of them ſhould 
prove irregular, yet that ſhould not condemne thine inno- 
cency. Ina xvord, God ſhall bring upon thee all the bleſ(- 
ſings promiſed to ſuch as honour his ordinance, even to love 


al,138.3, 


thine, for many generations. His word ſhall not be taken gry $9.24. 
from thee and them for ever : he will con:ume thee a name Err: 8 g. 


upon earth, and a naile in his temple, and peace upon 
Ifracl. 


Pizl,128,6, 


Nay,l adde,that thy very obedience alone in it ſelf ſhal be yy.c:iv; aure 


a blefling unto thee. Dolt thou preſerve thy body in holines , 


ed by goed 


and honor ? thou ſhalt avoid hereby thoſe infinite woes an4 couptcs. 


miſeries, which befall the unchaſte, as poverty,vaſeneſle, a 
rotten body,z worſe foule,a ruined eſtate,vothin this world 
and inthe world to come. Doſt thou nouriſh love and ami- 
ty betweene thy ſelfe and thy wife, that ſo the peace of 
God thereby may the better rule thy heart and minde ? Loe, 
bow infinite many garboiles a.1d miſeries thou avoydelt of 


wrath, debate, cnvie, raylings, quarrelings and diſcon- 
D 2 tents, 
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Umm 


Married cou- 


tents, which bad marriage cauſeth. But canſt thon fay, 
that befides theſe ordinary duties of the married eſtate, 


ples muſt ſ:rve thou and thy wife have alſo cloſed with God in the ſpe- 


God intheir 
time. 

2 $Sam.19. 24. 
Amos 6.6, 


Toel 2.16. 
Efay 26.20, 


Luke 5.34. 
Zach.12.17. 


Pſal.137.5. 


Eſay 4.ult. 


Reycl.3. 


Plal. 32.6. 


Ifai 26.3. 


Malac. 3. 
Eſlay 30.21, 


Pſal.g I *7s 


ciall ſervice of the time, and ( with good Vriah and Me- 
phiboſheth ) moderately uſed the comforts of this life, ( du- 
ring the ſorrowes of the Church) and bin married, as if not ; 
remembring the afflitions of Joſeph, making them the due 
and daily matter of thine Humiliations and Requelts before 
God? haſt thou oft, with /ecl's Bridegroome 'and Bride, 
come out of thy feafting Chamber, to hide thine head in thy 
faſting chamber ( as our Saviour tels us , when the Bride- 
groom? ſhall be taken away, they ſhall mourne in thoſe 
dayes,) the husband apart, and the wife apart, for ſince> 
rity, or both together for fervency ? Or with the Pſalmiſt, 
Doſt thou defire thy tongue cleave to the roofe of thy 
mouth, except the joy of /er#/alem be above all thy joy , 
even marriage Joy it f{celfe (which yet is allowed to be 
great.) Surely then, I fay, thou haſt honoured marriage in- 
deed, and as thy ſhare 1n the duty kath bin greater, ſo ſhall 
it be in the bleſſing : The Lord ſhall give thee an hidin 

place in the day of evill, and becauſe thou haſt kept the wee 
of his patience, in bad times, hee ſhall alſo deliver thee in 
that houre of temptation, which ſhall come for a triall u 

on «ll fleſh. Hee ſhall uphold thee in fix troubles, and « 
{cventh ſhall not come neere thee : The floods of great 
waters, with all thoſe plagues which God hath denoun- 
ced againſt theſe, ſhall not come neere thee. Be cheere- 
full in the Lord therefore, and ſtill, thou and thy wife, 
cleave and cling to him; deny your owne wils and car- 
nall reaſon, and truſt to his eternall ſtrength ; buckle with 
the werke of Gol faithfully, and walke in his ordinance 
humvly , till hee come; and then he ſhall bring healing in 
tis wings at Jaſt ; and in the meane time, hee ſhall cauſe 
a voyce to ſound behinde, ſaying, This is the way, walke 
in it .: Hee ſhall order your pathes, reſolve your doubts, 
prevent dangets ,. and fo preſerve the foules of his Saints , 
that thouſands ſhall fall at his right hand, and ten thou- 
{ſands at your left, you going 1afe in the middelt , on 
' © 
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ſo be brought ſafe and well through all extremities ar 
laſt. So much for Comfort, and for this firſt Chapter, 


Cua?:' FL 


More full explication in what the honour of marriage cou- 
ſſts ( being the ground of the Treatiſe enſuing) viz. 
entrance and continuance. Emrapce firſt in mar- 
rying in the Lord, handled, 


VT becauſe there be many more Vſes to be made of 

this point, ere I come to them, 1 deſire further to open 
this truth, and in particular to ſhew what the honour of this 
marriage is, and in how many things it conſiſts. Henoura- 
ble we ce it is, by that which hath bin ſaid ; but the queſtt- Luef. How ' 
on is, How married couples may attaine this honour ? To *'y muried 
which I anſwer, by two'maine duties: Firſt, procure it : _— —_— 
Secondly, preſerve it. Procure it firſt, by laying the foun- * "OO 
dation of it 1n henour ; for as the root is,ſo will the branches An/w. By two 
be, cither honourable or reproachfull : ſeeke therefore to _ ; rtf, 
enter into that eſtate according to God and his rules. And 769% <>, 
then ſecondly, having entred well into it,manage it well al- j, pee carer 
ſo, nouriſh the honour of it carefully and wark , for:itsno 
whitlefle vertue to keepe well, then to ſecke aright ; and 
many begin with great ſkew of honour, who yet end in 
ſhame. 

Touching the former of theſe, there js a double rule of Ty, go,me: 
the word ; firſt, to marry in the Lord : ſecondly, to marry part :to marry 
aptly in the Lord. This is the gronnd of an honourable mar- in the Lord, 
riage, when as thou art content to be taught by him who 
firſt pat honour uponit, to maintaine it. For the former, to | 
marry in the Lord, is to uſe our uttermoſt diſcreet diligence, a 
to ſecke out ſuch companions, as (in charity and ikehhood) negee and 

D 3 arc apeneſle, 
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To marry ia 
the Lord, 
what ? 

z Cor.s5. 20, 


Marks of it. 
1 Sam.25. 


The birt fight 
of urworthi- 
nefte of this 
favour. 


The ſccond : 
they (ce 2 re- 
concil:ation, 


Judg.1g. Js 
Jer, 2,", 


The third ; 


are either already eſponzed to the Lord Teſus, their husband 
by faith ; and in token thereof,fit cloſe to him in obedfence; 
or an endeavourer thereto ; that is, ſuch as are in a faire and 
hopetull way of incli-ing to it. Theſe two (I confeſſe) dif 
fer ; but beware leſt thou attempt any marriage, in which 
neither of theſe can be perceived. To open my ſelfe a lit- 
tle ; they that are indeed actually marricd to Chriſt, have 
bin truely drawne to him by his E/ez#er's and ſpokeſmen, by 
whoſe embaſſage God hathtreated with them, about this 
ſpirituall union, betweene tumſclfe and them. They have 
well digeſted the offer, and with Abigarl (when ſent for to 
be Davids wife ) confeſle themſelves to be fo farre from 
worthineſle, to be his Conlorts, and to taſte of his marriage 
contents and benevolence, that thuy are unworthy even to 
be ftellow-ſervants with his chilren, doorekeepers in his 
houſe, or to waſh and wipe the feet of his hoaſhold. So vile 
Ged hath made them in the fight of their owne eyes ; ſhew- 
ing them by his pure Law, the baſenciſe of that converſati- 
on of theirs, wherein they have walked (as the doore al- 
way rolling one way upen her hinges) fo they alway living 
in the ſame vices, foked upon their old dregs ; that hereby 
he emptieth them of themſelves, daſhcth that pride and va- 
nity which puffed them up before : fo that alas, they rather 
thinke, that he is throwiag them out of tus preſence for e- 
ver, then marrying them in faithfulnefſe to himſelfe. By 
this aurvliation, they come to be further acquainted with 
his pleafure; That even to ſuch wotull ones, who have defi- 
led their fathers bed worle then Rexbea, yea, defaced his i- 
mage; vetto theſe moſt forlorne harlots and children of 
adultercrs, heis willing to be reconciled, yea,'o ſeeke them 
out, aS that Leuite did his concubine, yea, after juſt cauſe of 
Divorce, {rem.2.1,2.t0 acmitthemto his bed againe;them- 
ſelves {eeking no favour, but fleeing from him, as ſhe from 
her Lord. By this unheard of love, hee hath broken their 


theic hearts*re yyhoriſh hard heart and forehead of brafſe, melted them in- 


bruk 


Z3ch,10.12, 


A akhe . . Þ , 
en hey to teares, toſce his bottomleſſe and cauſelefle compaſhons, 


as Zachary in Chap.10.ver.12, calsthem : eſpecially while 
they by rejeRing or (leighting it, yea ſhutting him out, and 
abhor- 
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abhorring his love, deſerved to have his heart hardned, and 

love toturne jealouſie againſt them. And now; they con- 

ſult whether they were better periſh in their deſolate cour- 

ſes, or venture upon his love for a ſecond reconciling. At The fourth ; 

length, ſeeing his {cope to be, to get himſelfe a name 1n tur- they being 

ning an harlots heart (as bad as Mary Aagdalen ) to her ©2nvinced of 

bond againe (a thing which no man can doe to an who- os nap 

rtſh wife) yea, to make her more loyall and tenderto him, ; 

then ſhe ever waSere ſhe forſooke him. I ſay, at length, 

ſhe 1s convinced, and caſting her felfe downe at his feet, as 

one that is loath to diſhonour that love which ſhe ſo much 

abuſed ; with a trembling and ſelfe-deſpairing heart,begins 

to touch the hemof his garment, to apprehend him to ſpeak 

as he meanes, and ſo becomes one againe with him, neerer 

in covenant then.ever; bone of his bone, and fleſh of tvs 

fleſh. Striving from that ſecond renuing of love towards The fifth: 

him, to draw mighty encouragement and reſolation, not **9® hen-e 
"= 27 $97 X . theyare encou- 

onely never to be faithlefle to him, in her conjugall affeRi- , ped to obey. 

ons any more ; but alſo,to returne the fruit of his deere love 

into his bolome aga'ne, to walkein all ſubjeRion to his lore 

and will, todelight in denying her ſelfe, that ſo ſhe may be 

mma bo his ſight, whether in doing or ſuffering for 

him. Thus abiding faithfull to himin the uttermoſt ſervice 

ſhe candoe, ſhe waits patiently for h s coming, that he may 

finde her in peace and well occupied at his coming, and 

then make her glorious, and like himfelfe, without {>ot or Eph, 6. 

wrinkle, 

This is a ſhort deſcription of a ſpouſe of Chriſt, and a 14;kes of a 
{»nne or daughter of Abraham : and ſuch an one (in mea- lower degree, 
ſure more or leſle) iseach foule married to Chriſt : and of I, 
fuch no queſtion needs to be made, but they are (in this firſt 
reſpe&) meet husbands and wives for each other. But leſt 
my words prove ſnares to any who come ſhort of theſe, and 
yet are loth to be debarred from matriage: I adde,that there 
is alefler degree of grace under this,on?ly appearing in the 
ſeed, tender and weake; and that 1s of fach, as (although 
they reach not ſo farre)yet have their eye toward this bride- 
groome, counting him one of ten thouſand, comparing Job zz-23: 
| them- 


Pizl.45. 
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ſelves with ſuch as are married to him, thinke themſelves far 
inferiour, wiſh their caſe were ſo happy ; abhorre their own 
treachery, count the feet of ſuch beautifull, as wooe them to 
Chriſt, thinke highly of the offer, love to be fuch friends; of 
the Lord Icfus, and children of his Bridechamber,full of tears, 
affe&ions and deſires after it. Even theſe are not to be ex- 
cluded neither, there is hope of ſuch, that they may come to 
be married to Chriſt in due time ; therefore it were unequall 
that for meere lacke of time and training, they ſhould be reje- 
Red : rather, if better faile (in ordinary providence) there be- 
ing ſufficient ground to hope, that their little is in truth ; I 
dare not deny, but a contract with ſuch may be lawfull, and 
the Lord may cover defeRs in mercy ; eſpecially if the more 
forward party be induſtrious to improve a little to a greater 
meaſure, 1n the other, if the weaker party be teachable, and in 
either of both there be a ſ{clfe-denying heart ( if God croſſe 
their hopes) to lye downe meekely at his feet, humled for fin 
(the caule thereof ) and patiently takingup and bearing their 
croſle, till God amend it. 

By all this it appeares, that Marrying in the Lord, requires 


Reaſons of good conſideration ; and that they who ſo marry, have laid 
thisfirſt branch the foundation of future honour beforchand. And who doubts 


The 6ſt 2 
Raſh marches 
unbleſt, 


but it had need be ſo? for what hope is there, that they who 
never ſought it before, ſhould ever light upon it after? Ho- 
nour requires good breeding, and it is a ſtud, which except it 
ſubſiſt upon a good ground-cell, will ſoone lye in the duſt. 
Raſh and ſudden attcmprs in this kinde,doe but make way for 
ſhame andreproach ; onely marrying in the Lor., prepares 
the ſoule for the worke : it hath her tooles in readinefle to fall 
to the trade, whereas the contrary is ſtill to ſeek ; yeazthe ve» 
ry method of the Apoſtle in this Epiſtle, ſhcwes no lefſe, for 
he ſpeakes of no marriage buſineſle, before he have fully ope- 


ned the doctrine of faith, he layes that for the bottome, and = 


then comes in, and tels ftuch, their Afarriage us hononrable : 
Faith thenis the hand and wheele, which muſt frame a veſſel 
for konour, prepared, as for all other,ſo for this worke of mar- 
riage. And in tmth, as it is all Religion (upon point) ſo it is 
the martiage ring, which makes the ſoule one with the Lord 4 
al 
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and this ring is beſet with many rich jewels, all of them ſer- 

ving for the honour, that 15, the well carrying and diſcharge 

of marriage duties. One Jewell is, humility and (elfe-deny- The jewels of 
all, whereby the heart 1s tamed and humbled to this worke tacwarrizge | 
with ail ſubzeAion, and freed from hat rudeneſſe and rebel- ©'98- 

lion of ſpirit, wiuch makes it fit for nothing bur it OWNEe pj; ——_ 
will and ends ; tut this. grace levels it to the obedience 0 muluy, | 
this ordinance. Another jewell is peace, whereby the ſoule " 

is ſo calmed and pacited with jt ſelfe, in the point of par- Pexce, 

don and Gods favour, that it can beare any affronts : even 

as the ſhooes or braſſe boots of the Souldier can walke upon FeÞ-. 6. 
rocks or pikes, and fecle no hurt ; fo an heart well apaid in 

the Lord, is calm, and able to cleare the coaſt of all diſtem- 

pers ; and to goe through diſcontents and croſſes, ſuch as an 

unquiet ſpirit cannot. A turd is purity, which cleanſeth the ,, . 3* 
ſoule of many bad hymours, very uncquall for martizge; © 
ſdfe-love, pride, diſdaine, wrath, heart-burning , jcaloulics 

and conceits, and makes a man much fitter for marriage. A 4 
fourth (thelaſt which I will name) is righteouſneſſe ; that is, Righteouſney, 
the fellowſhip with Chriſts holy nature, by which the ſoule 

partakes the properties of Cl rilt, qualifying ir with wiſe- 
dome, influence, ſtrength, meekneſſe, patience, holineſſe,cheer- 

fulneſle, long-tuftcring and compallion ; which graces, as 

they make him a mect head and husband for the Church, fo 

they make married couples meet heads and h<lyers for each 

other, Faith, I ſay, doth draw from Ctriſt all ſuch avilities 

and graces, as may prepare the ſoule to all the fervices which 
the marriage eſtate cals tor. Even as the ſpokes or {taves of 

the wheele ſtrengthen, it, for the good m2tion of it, (fo doth 

Faith ſtrengthen this great malte;-wheele of coaverlation, 

which is Marriage. 

Againe, except the konour of Marriagete forclaid in the pr, 
entrance, when the minde is free aud impartiall, hoy ſhould T,,;114 of ms 
it be like t9 be provided for in marriage it ſelfe ? Alas ! mar- riage many. 
riagel.ath her han Isful of trial, what grace is already wroug%r 
in the ſoulegmarriage will inde a gracious heart work enoaga 
atthe beſt ; for it js given to exerciſe grace. It is not given 
to \yorke grace (withour ſingular mercy doe occaſion 1c) ont 
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to exercife it ; for what abundance of other diſtrations doe 
there fall out in this eftate, which ( as the Apoſtle tels us 
1 Cor.7.35, keepe off the ſoule from ſitting cloſe and comely to God? 
: The necellity of marriage-occaſions are ſuch, as 'compell the 
parties each to pleaſe other , in the matters of this life. So 
that, except ſingle perſons have well bethought themſelves, 
and fitted themſelves with a ſtocke to live u pon, they will 
finde it an hard thing to a a true part on this ſtage upon the 
ſudden : rather they are like to finde (except Gold alter it } 
marriage to pul them fromGad,to carry their ſpirits to world- 
lineſſe, unſctledncfle, cares, feares, temptations, luſts, ſom?- 
times on the right hand, by baits, to carnall eaſe and jollity ; 
and otheriwhiles on the left, to ſnares and diltempered pathi- 
ons, of anger and impatience, neither of which extremity fa- 
vours religion, but kils and damps it ; taking up all the time 
and leafure of the ſoul, from attending the beff things,or at leſt 
cauſing it to attend themlefler ; as good never a whit (as we 
lay) as never the better, 
Real. 3 Bekides thele reaſons, what hope have we, that when we 
God 5 ieldom fo-fake Gods way, hewill be found of us, in ours ? How jult 
found out of IS it for him to forſake us, and giveus over to our owne by- 
his owne way . ends and reſpe&tsin our marriages,and to ſuffer us to defile our 
ſelves more and more, that as we entred badly, ſo we ſhould 
live worſe, and end wort of all 2 As Pax/ ſaith, The wicked 
waxe worſe and worſe, deceiving, and bing deceived ; fo 
2 Tim.3.' 3- may the Lord plague ungodly marriages by themſelves, and 
; {courge them with their owne whip; fo that the husband 
ſhould be deceived with the bad qualities of the wife, and 
ſhe by :1F ; one defiling the other more, and neither doing any 
good to the other. Wee ſec it thus daily, uncleane men doe 
- Eut teach their wives their trade,that they might match them 
in the,r kinde ; carmall, proud and bad wives draw their huf- 
bands to the like evils, 0c maſt pleaſe another by concurring 
with their humours, and all for a penalty upon ſach as fleigh- 
ted Gods ordmance, tomarry in the Lord: that ſo the thing 
they ſought might be a ſnare nnto them. True it is oftentimes, 
the Lord orders it otherwiſe (for the ele& (hall be bronghr 
home by one meanc or other, be they never ſoiÞ married) the 
Lord 
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Lord can turne poyſon into a medicine, if ke pleaſe, and fin 
to good. But it is ever beſt, to ſeeke God in his way : the 
eſtion is not what God can doe,but what he doth, or will 
oe ordinarily. Sure it is,ordinarily,theſe doubtful,irreligious 
and clandeſtine matches, are as baſcly carried, as entre up- 
on ; repentance it ſelfe being kard to get for the ſin at firity 
much lefſe amendment of errers, but rather an bardned heart, 
an unſavory going throagh-ſtitch, ſwallowing up much ſor- 
row, and negc to pitty them that pittied not themſelves, in 
haſting ſorrew upon them. 

Laſtly, marriages are full of diſproportions. Now religi- Reaſ: 4. 1 
on 15 fitteſt to levell and equall them of all other : I confeile Grice levels 
it to be the way of Go\1, that ſuch equality as poſlibly canbe all diſpropor- 
attained, ſhould be in this condition, as of yeeres,education, 19s. 
diſpoſition, breed, eſtate, and the like (as in the next point 
{hall appeare.) But what is more common, then diſparity 
in all? yong are marricd to old, rich to poore, untaught to 
well trained, harſh to amiable, an4 the like. How ſhall this 
be levelled ? Surely no way, except religion compound it. 
I doe not alway (ay it can; for Religion it {elf hath no war- 
rant to enter upon unequall marriage, howbeit, if it be ſo, 
religion can beſt ſet all ſtraight and eaven, or elſe nothing 
can. Itis not her wealth, which can procure content with 
a prophane, froward wife ; it is not a good nature which 
will purchaſe love to a waſtefull, improvident, wanton wo- 
man ; that playſter is not broad enough for the fore. No 
outward complement can eaſe or levell an inward unequal- 
nefle ; onely grace can doe it,if it may prevaile. Grace will 
ſay thus, Thy wife was but peore, but ſhe is loyall, chaſte, 
wiſe, provident, faves hzr portion in ſeven yeeres : that 
which makes her thus, (hall goe for ker portion. Thy hvf- 
band is but a plaine man, hath no great learning, 1s none of 
the ſweeteſt tempers, but harſh and rough: But religion ſhi- 
ning through theſe clouds, makes the beſt of an hard bar- 
gaine : both of them, perhaps, are paſſionate and ſudden, 
but becauſe Gods bridle is preſently in their mouth, their 
wants are the eafilier endured. And,as I fay this of marriage 
in generall, in particular of ſecond matches; when 
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ObjeRions 


and doudts 


anſwcred, 


1 King.21.25, 
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ether incumbrances by former marriage, children, or the 
world frowning, or ſuſpition of fraud either way; or, in a 
word, unſutable ſucceſle to expeRation ; if in the throng of” 
theſe,religion ſtep not in, to mediace and moderate the con-- 
troverſie, how endlefle may the breaches be ? 

+ But for all this, Truth cannot want cavi!s orqueries : for” 
firſt, doe we not (fay ſome) ſee very many couples doe very 
well, whonever obſerved any ſuch {tridt courſe, but hap't: 
by better chance, then goo4d skill upon one another ? I an- 
{wer : you have lighted fo,perhapsrather 1n a negative way,? 
that you are free from manyevils which peſter others, then 
nan holy poſitive way of grace : or if ſo, its rather a lot of 
mercy, then any good forecaſt of your owne : if it be as you: 
wiſh, thank God who hath borne with your {infall tempting 
of his providence, and ſwerving from his1way : howbeit,one 
{ſwallow makes no ſummer, neither ought it to preſcribe a 
preſident unto others : ten mifſe where one hits well. And 
{econdly, I tay, all honour and ſacceſſe in marriage,mult not 
be eſteemed by outward league and peace together ; Ahav: 
and Iezabell accorded; but how ? in mutuall combining for 
wickedneſſe and idolatry. Still ſwine cat up all the draffe 
ſometimes : and, if outward peace, attended with- wealth, 
eaſe and welfare, cannot hinder a prophane heart, contempt 
of the Ordinances, Sabbaths and wayes of God, what ad- 
vantage is it for a good marriage ?. But it is objected , put 
caſe, that God converts .them to himſelfe ? I anſwer, his 
mercy 15 the greater, bat yet ſo free, that it cannot certain- 
ly be reſted upon. The grace of God -which turnes all to 
their good, whom he hath cternally loved, muſt be no prc- 
text for ſinne. 

Againe, others come in and cavill ; - tuſh, what need you 
be ſo 1iice, grace may come in due ſeaſon, no time paſt, and 
when 1: comes it never comes amifle? I anſwer : grace 13 
precious at all times, after marriage as well as before, it a 
man were ſure ot it ; but what ground have any to preſume 
of it, without ſome word {or it, much more being agauilt it ? 


God may be paticnt, and ſay, No time paſt : but ncither is he 
tyed tot ; and beſides, they tuat tempt him, are molt unhke 


to 
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to ſpeed well. Walke in his way, and then indeed,no time 


aſt : God may, yea, and will convey his grace to a poore 
Foale that waits for him. , | 

"But its further objeRed ; the beſt (by their leave ) have 
failed in their godly attempts, and found worſe wives then 
they ſought. 1 anſwer : yet, they may have peace in this, 
that they have ſought God to the uttermolt : he hath hid- 
den himſelfe from them in this particular, as the Prophet 
ſaid to the Shwnamite : but they have. peace in their en- 
devour, ani therefore have no cauſe to give God over, 
but to hang upen him ſtill, to finde mercy 1n another way, 
that is, in the buſh burning and not conſumed : that 1s, 
that by your prayers, God hath relerved mercy for them, 
and meanes: to grace their enterpriſes at laſt , doing that 
for them-in marriage , which he did not before. If the 
Lord pleaſe to heare thera at laſt, it ſhall be well; and to 
ſach this free grace of his belongs, who though they have 
bin diſappointed a while, yet it-is in their obedience, and 
fo includes an hope of further audience and ſupply from 
heaven. But I conclud-, if any caretull ones have yet 
miſcarried ; ſurely, ten times more have done fo for lacke 


of it, 


But many religious ones may have perilons qualities, and Qþ5ef7.4, 
ſo diſhonour marriage. Aw. If this be done 1n the green Luk 23.3 «. 


tree, what ſhall be done inthe dry ? what (hall become of 


ſuch as without reſtraint,even out of the abundance of their Mar. 1 2.; x, 


evill heart, bring forth ſuch fruit with full purpoſe ? Alde 
te this, their evill qualittes come not trom religion , but 
becauſe they are not religious enough to bridle and mortt- 
he their lults. Its becauſe they drowne the power of 
their religion in their owne ſenſuality and will; detais 


ning the truth inunrighteouſiefſe : andno doubt ſuch would Rom. 1.13, 


be much worſe, if religion did not now and then ſtep out to 
moderate. 


But jf you tye usto {ach ſtritneſle, to marry onely in the gz;e77. 5, 


Lord, what ſhall become of thole perſons that are not in 
the Lord. .I anGwer. Take you no thonght for them, take 


thought rather, bow (13 the ſwarme of ſach) you may ſhun 
E 3 them, 


Objelt.3. 
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them, and light upon ſuck as are. the Lords. As for theſe, 
yau ſhall not necd 10 take thought for them ; our rales will 
not much hinder their marriages, like will to like, dos we 
what we can, andthe dead wili bury the dead, the world 
will love their owne, and that to thezr mutuall forrew ; 
and all to teach us to love ſuch the rather whom the Lord 
loveth What have we to doe to judge them that arc 
without ? no, we fpeake to no other but the willing 
an _y Pfal, 110. 3- Who will ſtand to be yudg-d at Gods 

arre. 

But 1 have caſt mine affeRion already upon ſuch an one, 
and am fnared. Anſw. Then forbeare a whiletill all means 
be tryed tor the parties bettering, and ſo venture upon them, 
Objett. Butl cannat fo farre deny my (elte. An/w. Thanke 
your ſelfe, God forcethno ſuch neceflity upon any, if they 
will be ruled. If not, their ſnaring themſelves with a need- 
lefle necellity, cannot make Gods command of no effe. If 
you can make to your ſelves fuch a neceſlity, as mult. breake 
a Charge of God,then try how well you can endure the fruit 
of it, when forrow,repentance and ſhame ſhall come upon 
you,as the neceſſity of an armed man, Is not as good reafon, 
that you digeſt this gobbetzas that the Lord digeſt the other? 
yes {urely. 

But when all is done,perhaps we ſhal miſſe of our choice 
deſired, becauſe there are fo trw to be found, in this wotull 
barren world, of {uch as be religious, and thoſe who are 
but meerely civill are counted puritans, and thoſe preciſe 
whoſe wanners are not debauched. Anſw. Sct not Gods 
providence and his command together by the cares; as if 
he Charged you to marry onely in the Lprd,and yet debarred 
voutrom it 1n practice ; {o that either you muſt be forced to 
marry with all forts, or ce mult not marry at all. No : God 
puts no {uch ſnare upon any : looke you to your {clves, that 
you be ſuch as you goe for, and the Lord will not deceive 
you ; he hath good in ſtore for the good. Its one of heavens 
2 Cron,19.11 Workes to make good marriages : and hee who hath bad 
women in ſtore tor ſinners, that they may fall by them 
Eccleſ.7,:16, he hathaljo goud ones for the good, that they may honour 
marriage 
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marriage and him thereby ; yea, and he hath wiſdome, dif- 


cerning of ſpirits, of the ſabtill ſhewes and guizes of all 


ſorts, both —_— and other bad ones, ſo that (as ſab- 
till as the world is ) they who loathe to be cheated by their 
dice-play, ſhall not want witedome to judge, and ſaveur to Eph:\.4.14, 
reliſh the good in the midft of the bad ; they ſhall heare 
a voyce behinde them, ſaying, Thw s rbe way : and with- EGy 30. 
all, giving them an care to heare, and an heart to obey, and 
walke therein. 

But to conclude, wee have met (ſay ſome) with good 06.8, 
companions, by providence, yet {till are we lected ; for our 
parents and friends (at leaſt of one fide) will not conſent. 
I anſwer : perhaps you ſeeke among the good, and finde 
better then your Haves, for ſomt ſiniſter end, the beauty or 
the portion of the party x otherwiſe unworthy 'to ſpeed : 
and what wonder if a wiſe parent will not conſent to be- 
ſtow his childe upon you? But ye objeR: yes both of us 
being both religious and conſenting, yet parents croſle us. 
I anſwer : If indeed it be fo, tarry till I come to the next 
Chapter, and there [ ſhall fall into that argument of the pa- 
rents duty, and therefore 1 will not prevent my ſelte. We 
have anſwered Objections enongh, and more will occur af- 
ter, enough therefore is ſaid here, Let us haſten to ſome 
Vſe of the point, wherein more ſatisfaftion will be given to 
ether queſtions. 

Firſt, this js terrour and reproofe to the marriages of this ys of the 
degenerate age ; wherein this duty of marrying in the Lord poin:. 
is Gaſt off at large. As Reh»boams yonkers carried that weigh- *. Terror and 
ty buſinefſe of his Kingdome, and overthrew it : ſo doe the Pete: 
unruly and rebellious humours of moſt youth miſcarry this. Semenctigg 
They knit and combine themſelves together, asif they were .ners tomury 
right grave Counſeilours, wiſer then their parents and anct- 1n tbe Lord, 
ents, diſdaining that any ſhoutd over-rule their raſh and re ay any 
bellious appetites ; and fo with raſh reſolutions and fury of * 108) $309 
undeniable pafſions, they ruſh themſelves upen the pikes of 
eternall miſery. If once their parents be dead, then moſt of 
theſe hot-ſpurs have made ſure enongh, for the honour of 
marriage : for by that time they come of yeeres (if = be- 
ore) 
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forc) moſt of them bave embezeld therr patrimonies. But if 
Not, yct in this point of marriage this 1s their reſolution; 
Give me her,for the pleaſeth me well : (ihe may pleaſe well 
for a moment, tkough ſhe be a prick inthe eye, aad a goade 
jn the (ide for ever aftcr.) And fo for a vaniſhing content, 
to a Vaine humour, what doe ſuch, but enthrall cheuyſelves 
to a wanton, waſtefull and wilfull ungodly companion ? 
And as the Heathen faid of a bad bargaine, it vexes the foo- 
liſh buyer more with the continuall upbraiding, then the 
lofle of the money,ſo may 1 ſay of this; and as $»p/ou Found 
this at leaſare, for the wiltull miade he bare to have Delila : 
{o doe theſe, But alas ! there is no ſeaſon for ſuch as he 
was,to beleeve it(being intoxicate withthe cup of inchant- 
ment, diſabling them from taking better counſell.) But why 
then ſpeake I this? Surcly, becauſe I fee religion among 
young couples, forthe molt part,is the firſt of thole reſpects 
which arclaſt thought of. Deſperate and ſtollen waters are 
ſweetelt to ſuch ; like thoſe of the Benja rites, who ruſhivg 
into a company of dancers, in their jollity, ſnarche up each 
man his wife, as ſhe came to hand, prove well or ill, for bet- 
ter for worſe : for why, they ſought wives, not gagd 0:5, 
and that any way, fo they had them. What a merry world 
were it for our debauched drunken youth in theſe our dayes, 
if they might chooſe their wivesinlucha lottery, To catch 
(among a drove) eachone his owne marrow pell-mell : oh 
what a brave thing were it ? There is a pleature in doing 
that which is forbjdden, to our curſed nature, even becaute 
itisfo: and if it were not ſo, thy would dye upon a ſwards 
point, ere they would attempt it. Andnotwithſtanding the 
woe of ſuch marriages, both againſt Gods word,law of rea- 
ſon,conſent of parents, yea,the generall experience of ſuch 
as are gon? before them; yet, who may ſpeake toſach ? 
Surely fuch matches are made in hcll, like are fallen upon 
like by the Divels pokeſmanſhip : as I confeſle, better one 
kouſe troubled with ſuch, then two. But what a fad thing 
Is it to thinke,whata curicd poſtcrity ſuch are like to hatch ;; 
I jy fuch, as whereof one or two might pcifon an whole 


As Gen, 6.23 neighbourhood? Drunken meetings , marriages , revel» 


lings, 


® 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 


———————_. 


lings, Marquets, Fayres, Tavernes and Alchouſes, being 
the places wherein ſuch chuſe their companions. But of 
this enough. 

A ſecond fort coming here to be reproved,are not ſo de- 
bauched as theſe, and yet reproved for their careleſnefle to 
marry inthe Lord. Many, not groſly prophane, yet becauſe 
but civill, truſting to their wit and policy alone, thinking 
themſelves ſecure enough, although they gee not fo ſpiritu- 
ally to worke, aS to marry in the ay are fo be taxed by 
this dotrine. So long as they can marry morally,ſuch as are 
free from grofle crimes, uncleanneſſe, riot, alchouſe-haun- 
ting, and the like-: ſuch as are of a (weet carriage, faſhio- 
nabic, and compleat, brought up well to a pleaſing and out- 
wardly gracefull behaviour ; eſpecially, if there be any 
meanes to live competently inthe world, good husbandry 
and houſewivery ; oh, they thinke their choice is excellent; 
yea, when children themſelves ſtagger for conſcience ſake, 
at ſuch offers,yet their parents are carneſt for the match,and 
vexe themſclves to {ce their children fo preciſe. And in- 
deed no wonder, when Morality (intheſe times) is counted 
preciſeneſſe. And yet, tell me,what oddes is there between 


2, Branch of 
terrour, 
Muriages 
with cthemthar 
are onely civi- 


l:z:d,unſafe, 


thoſe Benjanites I ſpakc of, and thoſe children of Gad mar- Gen.s, r. 


rying the daughters of men, the poſterity of Sherh with 1do- 
laters ? what wofull impes proceeded fromfſuch a mixture ? 
And the truth is, even ſuch as profeſſe religion are growne 
to-make ſuck matches withon: any checke. The common 
queſtion now, not onely among great ones, or among pro* 
phane ones, but even among the ordinary fort, and ſuch as 
profeſſe religion,is,W aat thall the have? What1s ſhe wortE? 
Woat joynture can he make ? who will ſhew us aty good ? 
As if men were iclling of cattell in a marquet ? Not thus ; 
What is the woman? how brought up ? how-qualitied with 
knowledge, love of Gods Church, meekeneſle, modeſty, or 
other fruits of faith and the ſpirit ? which yet are the onely 
ornaments of wealth and beauty, yea, more in price. with 
God, then all they poſſefſe, who enquire {0 little after them. 
But by that time, ſome of theſe, by bad example , and for 


want of the fear of God,grow to be bad companions,others 
F uncleang, 


P18. 


SEE _ — — 
CCC I _ - 


——g—————_—— 


tm = 
yi corn 


34 Matrimeniall Honour : Or, 


uncleanneſſe, others ſpendthrifts, and the like ; then their 

parents (who ſo ſhunned religious ones before) can: wiſh 

they had matcht them with religious ones too. But 1ts Juft 

that they pierce themſelves through with cares, who ſeeke 

religion out of ſeaſon, rather out of their own ends then for 

her ſelfe. Hence it is, that ſuch ſolemne marriages in the 

world, as begin with great hopes and honour ; yet within 

a few yecres turne to miſcry, beggery, impriſonment, defi- 

ance of each other to the pit of hell. Why ? Surely becauſe 

they ſought other things as chiefe, money, and beauty, and 

the like, but not religion ; Juit it is with God ta forſake 

them and leave them deſtitutc, not onely of that they ſought 

not, but alſo of that which they over-chiefly covered. Not 
to ſpeake of thoſe baſe and wicked ſhifts, which ſome of 

themare faint to come to, as flattery of their betters,unclean 

relations, banquerupt-like waycs, to borrow what they can, 
and leave men in the lurch. JIl marriages are one cauſe of 
banquerupts, though not the onely ; tor many ſtreams there 

are, that cauſe this banke to overtioiy ſo excelilively now a 

dayes. So much of this. 

neanch 2. Thirdly, this is reproofe, and that of two forts : firſt, ſu 2h 
Repioofe, as whereot neither party 16 religious : ſecondly, wherco! 
bs onely etther of thetwo1s ſuch. Touching the former, we 

Of fuhin fee a wofull patterne of Abab and Hezabel, of whom neither 

whi.h cather better (thous! © 9m : =P 

name is bad, WS PCIe (though perhaps the one lefle ill) bat conſpired 
together, and ſet forward each otherto miſchicfe. And in- 

z Kings 31.35 deed1o it commonly fals on:;that if both be bad,the woman 
proves the werit. Its much what, in this ſex e, as inthe jn- 

cxp.21,ver.7, feriour natures of creatures, the ſhee-Beare, Lyoneſle or 
Wolfe, is the moſt ſavage and fierce : fo here, the mpoten- 

Cy and undiideledneſſe of the ſexe, makes her more tubjet 

tO rage, unrighteouſneſſe, revenge and wickedneſſe then a 

man : not to {peake of the natura!l perſivaſiveneſle of ſuch, 

mcenting to evill forcibly, ever ſince Eve tempted Adam. 

1 Kings 21.7. Jexabel provoking Ahab to be farre worſe then himlelfe, Dy 
fayng,. Art thou now King rf Iſrael ? and lyeſt thou upon thy 

bed as a foole ? Come, and ] will ove thee the vineyard of Na- 

boh,cc. The corruption-ef beſt is wort ;and when ſhe who 
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by ker kinde,ſhould have bin the moſt modeſt, becomes bold, 

ſhe commonly keepes no bounds of immodeſty. Two are 

better then one (faith Sa/omor and woe to him that is alone: Ecclef.4.9; 

but here we may ſadly invert the words, and ſay, One were 

better then twe ; and woe to thoſe couples who are both Judg.t 1.58. 

bad : better had it bin for ſuch to have lived in the mouns- 

tains,to bewailethetr virginity, yea,'o dwell with the foxes 

and wilde beaſts, in extreame fſolitarineſſe (where no other 

then miſery cat be looked for) then to enter intoan hoped 

condition of welfare, to double and treble their owne ſor- 

rowes,fin and judgement ; making each other much more 

the children of Satan then before. M1t.23.15. 
And verily, itis the uſuall deſtiny of the moſt Families, to 

be peſtred-with ſuch couples, whereof neither 15 religious, 

but bothrude and prophane, and ſtudying who ſhoul4 excell 

the other therein. If the one dare lye, the other dare {.yeare 

toit; if the one ſlander, the other will avow it ; if one be 

bad, the other will be worſe. And this pleaſeth him' that 

brougat them together, on life ; that by their vying and out- 

vying each other 1n evill, they ſhould approve their thanke 


and ſervice unto him : joyning to morall finnes, the omit- 
ting or deſpiſing of Loads wo Nai —_ I wrirkin 


doores or without, as Word, Sacrament, prayer and duties. 
Alas ! put caſe that bad couples are not combt.:ed in open 
ungodlinefle and malice, but onely ina meere, civill, form HM 
wr, ſaplefle religion, keeping of Sabbaths barrenly, or mutu- 
all complacence in each other, for the raking up of money, 
making great portions for their children, ill brought up, and 
like e6 ſpend it as prodigally, and mocke them for their Ja- 
bour (as one lately did, who after his fathers death, having | 
found out his hoord of mony,cryed out,Oh faithful drudge ! ) 4 villinous 
and fo waſte it out in bravery and faſhions, pride and pope pecch. 
of life. Or put caſe they live in a meere harmleſneſſe of 
er of endl wo out their dayes in working, eating, ſlee- 
ping, neither doing goo4 nor groſſe evill, welcoming and 
viliting netghbours, luing curteouſly ( wihch 1 co.:tefſe 
is the belt of ſuch ) yet alas ! what a miſerable he 1s 
this 1n compariſon of the op gaine and fiyeet of 4 

p4 maztii! 
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| warriage religiouſly carried ? But yet the worſt is be- 
tande. 
Admonitioa- For why? rarely doe we ſce couples thus married to ce- 
to ſuch. 


2 Kings 1. 13. 


Pſal,39.13- 


Jeb 26.11, 


pent themſelves of their courſ? ; but wanze away like fha- 
dowes, except they dye like beaſts, without ſenſe; and even 
as they havetntred baſely, and lived worſe, fo the laft at 
of their life is worſt, and they dye imperutenat. Ohthen ! in 
Gods feare, let me ſpeake unto you, and be admonithed ere 
it be too late, (ere cither the one of you be {ivept from the 
other, or both to deltruftion,) ro conſider your finne at the 
ſirft, bumbling your ſoule forit,aud much more for the long 
thred of your former courſe,. which you: have ſpent amifle. 
And if neither of you will at all profit. by either word or 
workes of God, while you live tog-ther,but goe on hardned 
in your mutuall wickedneffe;yet when God ſhal ſeparate the 
one from the other, by death, crying out lamentably of his 
or her ſinfull courſe ; oh, let the ſurvivour be yet gaſtred out 
of his den, and with that third Gaptaine of fifty, cry ont to 
God, and ſay, Although thou haſt parted us Lord, and my 
companion be dead in finne, yet ler wy life (I pray. thee) ve 
precious in thy ſight : unſettle me fromthoſe lees upen which I 
am ſetled,(for want ofroling) char I way breake off my long 
propnane, truttlefle conveilation, and ſeeke thy face, and re- 
cover my ſelfe, ere I © rg and be ſcene no more ! Oh1 it 
were better(l grant) it the Lord were ſo plcaſed,that as both 
of you have bin partners in ſinne, and one corrupt fleſh; 10 
you migl tboth together repent, and become one ſpirit in the 
Lord, both of ye miglit be rouzed by his -terrours out of your 
dead fleepe ; that the one being kumbled, might gaſter his 
tdiow, and ſay, husband, wife,tcelſt thou not that Gods hand 
35 out againſt us, and his wrath is upon us ; we are under all 
adverſity, our bodies, ſeulcs, children and affiires, nothing 
profpers : oh, we have made uſe a long time each of other, 
forthe divels va;:tage, till our bones be full of the fin of -our 
youth : except we returne in time, God will be avenged on 
us, and ſend us roour place and long home of miery : Alas ! 
we have never honoured marriage, as other holy couples 
have done ; its ſtrange patience that yet -We are on this 
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fide hell : let us now joyne together 
Lerd,that if poſlible,all may be forgotten and forgiven. Oh ! 
happy you, 1f ever you ſhould live to ſee that day ! happy 
your poore children and family, whoſe ſoules you ſhould 
ſnatch out of the fire, and be inſtruments of pulling them 
out of that miſery unto which you have bred them. But 


I. forbeare. 


» and turne to the. 


But there is a fourth ſort of marriages, whereof either par- Branch 4. 
ty onely is religious. Theſe alſo are te be humbled for their Admonuion 


ungrounded attempt, the one for ventring upen an irrcligi- 
ous y#ketcllow ; the other for irreligious entrance. Zachary 
and Elizabeth are commended,that they were both juſt; ther- 


tO the religt- 
ous morried to 
che irre{1g10us 
Bran. 


fore it is a ſtaine to ſuch marriages, as wherein cither party is Luk. 1.6. 
good, the other oppoſite to it. Examples whereof we have * Sam. 13.27, 


in Scripture ; David and Michal, Nabal and Abigail , Tob | 


and his wife. T he Lord who forbad to ſowe one field with di- 


yam. 25. 
bi8$,9. 


NDeur.z 2.10, 


vers ſcedes, or to weare a garment of liaſey-wolley , much : Cor.6. 15, 


more abhorsthat the marriage-bed ſhould be defiled with per- 
ſons of divers religioas ; for we know no oppoſition is fo 
ſtrong,as that which is ſpirituall ; and how then ſhould there 
be amuty and love, where the ſeeds of greatelt enmity abide? 
What a temptirgof Gol is it, todraw the yoke of Gol with 
one that drawes 1" the yoke of the Divell? O-(as Paw/ (peaks 
in the like caſe) What tellowlhip 1s there betweene Chriſt 
and Belial, the beleever an1 the infidell ? what is fach an 
union, fave a menſter compounded of divers natures, by a' 
adulterons mixture ? What a noyſome thing were it for a 
lively and healthy body to walke with a dead ca"Ccaſſe bound 
toit, backe to backe? How long coul4 it continue ? how 
ſhould it avoid putrifation ? as appeareth by the manner of 
that puniſhment, in; ſome caſes inflited, among the Hea- 
thens ; as that image of Nebachadnezzar, which had the bo- 
dy made of mettals, and the feet or clay, coul4 not avide long 
without diflolutior: ; ſo neither can that temper which con- 
filts of ſuch cocraries. And hitherto adde that (which one 
well o>ſerveth,) that when good and bad joyne together, 
ſeldome is the worſe bettered by the good, but often tic bet- 
ter is marred by the worſer party. The browne bread inthe 
F 3 Oven 
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Prov.19.13- 
Job 2.9.12. 


2 Sam.6.23. 


Luk. 1. 6, 


Luke 15.38 


oven wil be ſure tofleece from the white, not that from it. 
How can it otherwiſe bein this ſo neere a knot of marriage ? 
fince its ſaldome ſeenc , but its fo tn all other fellowſhips ? 
when the one party is patient,devout, meeke, ſober, a loyer of 
the Word, conſ{cionable in Sabbaths, and the uſe of meanes ; 
the other careleſſe, froward, unchaſte, intemperate and pro- 
phane ? what a corrafive mult the one needs be to the other ? 
and inſtead of an helper, what a continuall S—_ Was 
it a ſavory yaw, thinke we) to Jeb to heare his wife bid him 
Cnrſe God and dye? hunfelfe being ſo armed with pati- 
ence, as to ſay, Shall wee receive goed things of God, and not 
evill ? 

When David danced before the Lord, and in the height of 
zeale brought home the Arke of God, was 1t a pleaſing thing 
to heare Aicol to call him foole for his labour ? and although 
they are not ſo grofle as to ſcoffe at their husbands or wives, 
yet what a cro{le is1t,to have ſuch-lying in our boſomes as ate 
of a diverſe minde? what complaint is to uſuall intheſe dayes 
43S to heare the complaints of good husbands, of ill wives, 
and wives of husbands, through this deſparity ? Some ma- 
king their moane forthe churh(hnefle, ſtraightnefle, malici- 
wb reſtraint from uſe of meanes ; others, for other eye- 
ſores, of which ſort unequall marriages are infinitely fruit- 
full? So rare are thoſe couples,of whom it may be aid, The 
draw mutually and equallyin one yoke ; as Zachary and E FA 
zabeth, borh juſt, diligent hearers, zcalous worſhippers, lo- 
vers of God,oft good men, and the like ! And hence it is, that 
there 1s oftentimes little difference bet weene thoſe families 
in which both ve bad, and thoſe in which onely cither party 
1s good ; >ecaute commonly the better party males himlelte 
but a prey to the other. Religion muit alway be the difad- 
vantage of the party,and the irreh1g1ous mutt beare the chiefe 
{way : cven as the elder brother will domincete over the 
y' ger, becauſe of his birth-rigi ; fo, the better party muſt 
cv; looke to ve the widerling. -As we lay of afyll»oiime 
T..a' ite concliion cver followeth the: weaker part © fo 
h:re. Alas 3 where both Pa ICE are as ti Y4 Tht, hew 

lc 20v4 1h cone ? fo mwny Crojics, bulineſiss of the world 
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debts and temptations by finne and Satan come betweene 
that even the comfort of fuch marriages goes neere together : 

what good is like to be done, when the one is alway thwar- 

ting the other, in the duties of the family, or leler occaſions ? 

I ſay, when the maine 1s crazie, how ſhall the reſt be fode- 

red? But enough of theſe. 

To paſle therefore to another ſort of couples : how many Branch 2, 
husbands are of this ranke,diſaffeted to their religious wives, 
and yet for ſome by-reſpets and ends of their owne, will 
tolerate themin their profeſſion ofreligion,and uſe of means? 
But .las ! fullill is it againſt their wils,if by any counſell,be- 
nefit or perſwaſion they could be withdrawne from it, how _ 
glad would they be? Nay, it they could divert their affe&i- - ogg got 
ons from this way to any worldly way of feaſting, jollity [ee 
and companionſhip, how muCh rather would they chuſe to ,, ather —_ 
be at double or treble coſt to maintaine it, rather then at a ters,reproyz2, 
ſingle one, to nouriſh the other ? So thatit they permit them 
not tharreligion with gibing and geering them openly, yet 
with a ſecret diſdaine. If (lay they) our wives will needs 
be preciſe, let them : why? Is it bectule you love 1t in them? 

No : for then they ſhould have your company, ani you 

would be like them : (wheras now you ſufferthem by a kinde 

of connivence, winking at them, and looking berweene the 

fingers : ) But why ? perhaps they being men of a more 11» 

different and gentle nature,and convinced by the ſecret grace Connivers on- 
Which breakes our in their wives, which they cannot ſmo- 'Y at the reti- 


rad : 4 La 2108 of their 
ther; and now and then (eſpecially in the time of their feare yoke-fellows, 


-of death) acknowledging their ſtate to be better then their nor approv:rs 


owne : beſides, beholding lundry gracefull qualities in their thereof,raxed,, 
wives,which tend to their owne honour and credit in the 
opinion of others, be holding them to be in eſteeme with 
{ome of their Letters ; and themſelves accepted the better 
tor their fakes : ſometimes alſo ſtirred in contcience to de- 
fire they were as they aye, thongh whentheir pangs be over, Commenters 
their lulis dog againe furprize them : I ſay, by ſuch ſecond elipon i7 
motives many men (not being Nabals and baſc blockes) be- ED _ 
ing perſwaded better of their wives, then others are; as ſec - nary ings, <omms 
ing their citatesto be the more proſperous, "by their frugull opybizmed. 
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heuſewifely, and wiſe managing thereof; they 'grow more 
enabler them, and eſpecially: their porkoms and 
{weet innecent behaviours gracing them in:their eyes. And 
by ſuch meanes, many women unequally.yoked, live at bet- 
ter tearmes then others dec. 

But alas ! how few of ſuch husbands are drawne to Ged 
(asthe Apoſtle faith) by the converſation of the wives, or 
wives by ſuch husbands? but putit off with a tricke ; you ſee 
(fay they) what our wives affeR, they muſt have their wils, 
we muſt not crofſe them, for thenall were out of order; let 
them alane and run their-courle, as poore filly women may 
doe : but as forus, whoare wiſer, and have greater affaires 
to looke after; we muſt play the good husbands at home,and 
i Cor.7, 16, bold in matters together. Well,take heed you wile fellows, 
Luk.10.42. leſt you be taken in your owne ſnare, beware leſt God pull 
Scorners to br ye not downe from that pride and jollity,by which you look 
dragne by ogyer religion, as a mcane thing, under your worth and em- 
_ = "© ployment. The wiſedome of man is but fooliſhneſſe with 
'$120,MuJ* God, and when the glory of this world ſhall be abaſed, and 

bid you farewell, then Gods matters will beare ſome price, 
.and Maries portion may hap to be wiſhed. Oh therefore (as 
Paxl ſaith) what knowelt thou, O man, whether God have 
appointed thy wife to occaſion thy converſion ? Oh, its 
death to many a bad man, to thinke, that a woman ſhould 
beareſtroke or {way with himin the cauſe of God? they 
will not yeeld ſo farre, as to grace their wives with ſuch a 
victory ? Its welLif her ornament prove not her greatelt de- 
triment, and ſhe have not much ſoure ſauce to digeſt her 
{weet meat. Bur as for following her ſteps to heavens, oh ! 
it were too great honour to the wife ? well, you ſhall with 
you hadelteemed 1t your owne greateſt honour 4 Meane 
time,the greater ſhall her thank be with God, by how much 
her rcligion hath colt her the ſetting on : if ſhe ſuffer not her 
zeale and grace to quaile by any difcouragements, till ſhe 
ſee better thungs at laſt, after her long patience,to be wrouzht 
in her husband,. Oh thou unequall husband.! art thou co:1- 
tent to pocke: up allthe commodities and contents of a good 
wife, and to take all whica religion aftords thee un thy wi 
or 


1Vct 3.1, 


13 Cor.l.25. 


4 


: 
4 
3 
| 
| 
C 
1 
{ 
» 
.) 
s 
$ 
1 
Y 
2 
r 
! 
N 
e 
h 
T 
& 
it 
- 
d4 
oy 
Tr 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 


for thine owne ends, never looking whence this maſt fals ? 
wilt thou love the daughter thrift, modeſty, ſubjeRion, ſo- 
briety, teaching of thy children, and careſt thou not for the 
mother, religion, which bred them all? How baſe i it to 
love the effeR, and to diſhke the cauſe? to deſire that theſe 
ood qualities were ina wite without religion, rather then 
by them to behold the beauty thereof? Take heed, reſiſt 
not the light , top not your eyes from beholding that Sun 
whoſe beames you are ſomuch beholding too. = 
I conclude this fourth branch (being a very materiall one) Counſel for 
with an admonitory caveat to ſuch perſons, whoſe wiſdome ons wr 
will be (asI takeit) to make a vertue of a neceſſity, either Gea, —_—_ : 
in drawing the backward party to a better paſſe, or them- 
{elves to a more patient bearing of their burden. Firſt there> ,, gip up thy 
fore, let ſuch ſay with Pharas's Butler, I remember my ſinne Rate to God. 
this day, the ſinne of ralh entrance into marriage, my fenſu- z(Redeem old 
ality and yeelding to mine appetite, without conſulting with O—_ 
God. Theſe and other finnes of thy youth, open beforeGod, P52!" Pareon 
that he may cover them. Redeeme thy former neglect by pre- 
ſent diligence, in humbling thy ſoule, and praying to God 
for pardon ; it is never out of ſeaſon to doe fo, if the fruit be 
not as thoudefireſt, yet it ſhall be ſome ſupply of thy want 
of good marriage,and an caſe of thy ſorrow. As for thy com- __ 
panion, poure out thy ſoule to God for him, as Abraham: for ; 
Iſmael, Oh that he might live in thy fight 1 If conſcience Ge9-17-18, 
move thee not, yet let ſelt-love doe it, forthoa art like to en- 
joy the good. And with ſpirituall meanes, joyne ſ.rable pra- 
Aice, commend whatſoever is praiſe-worthy in thy compas« 
nion (for the worlt have fone good parts) that it may ap- 
peare, that thou art loth to bury good under the cod of evill, 
and wouldit be glad ro commend for ſomewhat : for ſo God 
himſelfe doth, Dewr. 5.28. &c. infirmitics paſſe by, and marke D-ur.e.28, 
not (tor who ſpcakes of a ſcar, when the body is crooked?) jþ Paſſe by ou 
erofler evils ſo o:ſerve, as waiting thy ſeaſon to reprove ©) fautts, 
them, and that with all mercy and meeknedle, lelt thou ex- 
#lperate inſtead of mending ; joyne eſpecially a convincing 
and winning converſation, tor this glafle will fay more then 
all thy words ; nay (it a Peter may be belceved) _ x Det 3.8, 
racen 
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then the word it ſafe foinetimes. And they are no men nor 
women, whom ſach a carriage will not win in time. Bat pot 
caſe God ſtill anſwers not thy defires : fret not againſt rhy 

4 Fret not at -Jot (which is Gods providence) u_— os over of wor- 
thylot, . ferfolkes better ſacceſſe. Bnt poſlefſe thy foule with pati- 
Luke 21.19. ence, beare this indignation a while, till the evill be over- 
Eſay 26.20% aſt; thou drinkeſt of no other cap, then that which thou 
þaſt filled for thy ſclfe. Moderate {ach pangs and melan- 

cholique paſſions of diſcontent, as doe attend ſuch a condi- 

tion, and be not froward with the froward, knowing that 

the Divellis ſeldome ontſhot in bis ewne bow. Eſpecially 

thou woman (if it be thy lot)beware of it,let not flye againſt 

either marr age or procurers thereof, leſt religion beare the 

reproach of thy folly. No man puts new cloth into old gar- 

F ——_— ments, left the breach be worſe. And (if I might adviſc) I 
_- ry ar would with {uch rather toconceale their grievances,then to 
4 open them much, eſpecially to ſtrangers : and jt requires 

at wiſdoine to do it to any, moſt of all with ripping up all 
ieVances before witneſſes : for hereby, as ſecrets become 
reproaches, ſo, that which might have bin healed, is quite 
made incurable, by over-deepe ſearch and exaſperating. 
Hebit:,1z- However the iflue prove, waxe not deſperate, ſtill hope ; 
Prov.+8.10. the name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous flec 
to it, andare. preſerved. Thon art not alone in thy griefe, 

live by that fai:h wherby Job, Abiga'l, others lived & do live, 
and thou ſhalt ſee what end the Lord ſhall make ; keepe ſtill 
Prov.10.29. thy humility, care and diligence : The way of the Lord is 
{treight to him that walkerh uprightly, thongh there were 

6. Juſtife nor no other. Above all, beware of jultifying thy baſe heart, 
thy owne et- ynder colour of thy companions more apparant ſinfulneſſe : 
rors,"y Oiers lay no: the hypocrite,as many doc,who promiſe great mat- 
ters, it free of the Croſſe, who yer being ſet ar liberty, diſco- 


Luke 5. 40. 


| p | ver themſelves to be wanton,worldly and carnall : ſomtime 


ſtumbling at the ſame ſtone which before gave them a fall, 

and becomming worſe m good marriages then they were at 

the firſt in bad. And thus much for this firſt Vie, with the. 

Cautiors thereof, 

The ſecond Vice is Inftrution : teaching us by compari- 
ſo 


n 
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{on to eſkeerne and ju what isthe moſt excellent objec I-Ntrudion. 


for the married to behold in cach other. And that maſt nceds 
be ſound rehgion; very heathens could ſay fo of their vertue, 
that ſhes able for her ſelf : how much more we of this? 


No other things are fo; they have their defirednefle, yet for *- ReſpeR. 


that they arc in order ſerving to better ends, rather then far 
eught in themſelves. And as wiſdome it ſelfe uſually in 
Scripture is ſpoken of in this kinde, that ſhe is better then 
Rubies, the Topaze, the treaſures of the Eaſt, na gald 
is like her : ſo is a good woman furniſh* with this grace, 
more precious then all pearles. Even as alſo an husband is : 
birth, education, meanes and wealth, greatly conduce ta « 
compleatnefle and contentment of auarriage : but as for mas 
king it happy and bonourable,they reachit not : onely reli= 

ton can doc that. They are as the ſecond fort of worthies 
of David, which attain'd. not to the firſt. Many daughters 
have done well, bu: thou haſt the burth-right, and furmaun- 
teſt them all. There 1s an honour of com — and there's 
an honour of ſubſtance : the fo:mer may ſtand in externals ; 
the latter onely in religion. Sa/amons words will exprefſe 
the peint; That which 1s defirable in a man is his goodueſſe : 
no man is praiſed for that which is out of him, but for that 


which is withiahim. Seco.dly, there is n> compariſon bes 2: ReſpeR. 


twixt the graces of the minde, with outward abilities ; for 
the one is of abſolute neceſſity, the other aot. It being not 
abſolately neceſſary,that a man thould be well bred or weal- 
thy : but its neceflary that he be religious : without the one 
he may live, and maintaine the honour of marriage (though 
in the other there is uſcfulneflc) bu: without the- other he 


cannot. Laſtly, in reſpec of the abſence of either : better ,, ReſpeR. 


want a pound of the oac (if want mult be) then a dram of 
the other. Wealth and parts willnot recompence the lacke 
of religion (for they are under it in their kinde : } bur ſhe can 
ſupply theirs with an hundred fold. The concluhon 1s,learn 
weto ſettle our judgements ſolidly upon-this truth ; that fo 
our eye be not bleared with the falſe and erronious opint- 
ons of the world ; which (as in all other reſpeRts, fo) in this 
point, forfake the rule of God,for vaine ſhadowes and emp- 


G 2 tineſle ; 
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Jonah 2.8, 


Pſe 3. 

Ad monition 
againk ſome 
errowus herein, 


Thc tuſt, 


The fecond, 


- — d —_— 
linefſe ; and having embraced them all their life time, ſeek=< 


ing in the creaturezthat which is not there to be had : (tor as 
apparell cannot feed, nor meat cloath, nor any thing ex- 
ceed his owne ſpheare ; ſo neither can beauty reach be- 
yond that is in her, nor riches-above that is in them: ) 
they cry out at laſt, taught by experience of fooles, we have 
loſt the body for the ſhadow, embraced vanity and for- 
faken merey : All w vanity ! Soit was at the firit, but you 
ſaw it not, 

Thirdly, let this admoniſh us, to ſhun all deluſions and er- 
rours1a this kinde, which might deſtroy the honour of mir- 
riage. Imagine not, that profit and pleaſure can doe the 
worke of honouring mirage. An Heathen could ſay, Theſe 
are but by-reſpeRts in a lower contra of friend{hip : how 
much more here? when ſweet and profit. are once worne 
off, .as the nap fromthe fine cloth,nothing remaines behinde 
fave thred-barenefle : as when the leaves are blowne off 
the roſe, nothing 1s lett ſave the pickle. Not ſo here : for 
although ſhe begin with ſome ſoureneſle, yet ſhe is durable 
and ou:laſting. Secondly, benot gulled with the raihneſſe 
of ſach brainlicxe idcots, as thinke marriageto te magicke, 
that looke what de*et 1o ever there be in couples, yet mar- 
riage will accommodate all ſuddenly. Marry them (faith 
one) and all will doe well enough. Can marriage make 
all erroms vaniſh? Is any. man fo mad asto thinke, that 
becauſe he hath a great ſumme to pay, therefore he may 
convey twenty flips into it, and not be diſcarded? ſhall 
not each peece cometo the weights ? Surely that wt.ich 
in the ſeverall is naught, cannot doe well in the com- 
pound. Once ( as our Engliſh [tory mentions) there was 
wm the Engliſh Court a very ſweet Lady, called lane- 
make-peaxce ; winch no ſooner perceived any little diff-rence 
among the Noblesvr Courtiers, - but ſhe would accord them 
preſently. But this office is onely in religious marriage,not 
marriage onely ; nay, rather marriages ill eatred upen, arc ' 
commonly ſo farre from ſweet accord, that rather after- 
ward they prove worle ; for then doth the divell preſent 
more baits of liberty, to an wibrideled heart, then before. 
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Fhe old fpeech is, Magiltracy makes not the man, but dif- 
covers what mettell 18 1n him. Be not deceived, God is not Gal. 6.7, 
mocked : as a man ſowes, ſo ſhall he reape; of wheat, 
wheate ; of darnell, darnell; and he were mad whe would 
looke for other. - Thirdly, neither let any thinke, that in un- 3. Branch, 
equall 'marriages, the religious husband (as the ſtronger) 
may better adventure upon an irreligious wife, then a.chri- 
ſtian woman upon an husband of that ttraine :; for my part, 
I haveſcene ſmall oddes in the bargaine ; Salomons words 
prove too true here, Viltory us not alway to the ſtrong * its j1] "«<1ef 9.11, 
apling by ſtrong hand with an headitrong woman. She 
ould be rhe weaker veſlcll, but when ſhe is perverted, ſhe 
proves the (tronger in miſchiefe. The ſum of all is,let none 
that feare God venture upon thoſe that doe not : and let all 
ſecke for their parts, to be in the Lord, before marriage. 
Above all; let tecond marriages beware of adventuriag in 
this kinde, upen each other for advantage ſake (an errour 
very rife in this kinde ) for enhanſing themſelves for jol- 
lity, and a bravcr and fuller life, then formerly they were 
content with ; for it fals out commonly, that by one a9- 
pendant or other ; as charge of children, perfidiouſn. {ſ: 
im the valuing of their «tates, coſtlinefle of diet or ap- 
parell, or by ſome nnexpected canker, . waſting the appl? 
at the core, God cuts their. combe, fils their new hopes 
with new ſorrow, and makes thein wiſh that they were tut 
as they have bin,forteiting all thcir fclicity for naught. So 
much tor this. 
The laſt Vſe is Exhortation, to excite and perſwade all ; 
. | "5 ive . : * , . EXNUrcation 
to marry in the Lord : an exhortation at all times neceflary; oo 
tut ſo ſpecially neceſlary in theſe gulling and ckeating 4, Sharm, tw 
dayecs, that who ſo ſhould rc3e&t th's countul, were worthy ;. dranc hes, 
to give it himlelte too late, upon coſtly experience. And 
trucly I lefſe blame them, who are of good eſtate, fearing 
God, for their buying good wives , by forſaking greater 
worldly contents : which commonly arc joyned with greg- 
ter per1ll {for great portions commonly goe with great [to- 
macks, high ſpirits, coitly faſhicn , .and great expences:.) 
They therefore who can deny a litile pompe,inay buy mugn 
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exce, and redecme both their owne and their childrens 
atery, with alittle felfe-detmall in outward refpeRts,when- 
a$ they are fare to gaine it in (piricuall. Bur I digrefſe nor. 
Still 1 preſſe the point, Marry in ths Lord : concerning the 
which, I vrould commend three duties to the welk-affeced. 
The firft concerning youth before their entrance into this e- 
{tate.The fecond more cloſely concerning ſuch as purpoſets 
change their eſtate. The third concerning them upon their 
contract, 

Touching the firft, the dutie of yong ones growing up to- 
ward this ettate, is this, That they redeeme their gotden o 
portanity of youth and finglelife : improving all luch helps 
either publique or private;atfuch counſelsof their ancients; 
all exzmples of ſuch as are commendable in this kinde,efpe- 
cially any fach motions of the ſpirit in the erdinances, 
whereby they are inclined to ſceke the Lord to be their por= 
tion, in pardon and grice. Remember this is your ſeafon of 
getting about you fuch a ſtocke of proviſion, as may here- 
afrerſtand by you. This is your 'golden time; each period 
following will prove worfe downward, even braſſe, iron, 
and clay. Marke how the greater' ſort of yourh dally ont 
their precious time, never ſetting their hearts to Remember 
their Creator in the dayes of their youth : but tolicke up the 
common ſcurfe'of the times, to learne faſhions, comple- 
ments, carriage (which availe little forthe maine) to ſtand 
upon their great births, portions or hopes, and 1o to live 
bravely. But how to be fit for ſuch a ſelemne change (1 
ſpeake not of death (for that's out of thought, out of feaſon 
for youth) but of marriage, if Ged bring them to it ; that ſo 
on: of the treaſure which they have gotten, they may bring 
forth diretion,how to order themfſelves,or make their eſtate 
honourable and comfortable, its furtheft from their thought, 
What ? doe you heare, that the chiefe way to honour mar- 
riage, 15, entring with the Lord ? and doe you not conclude, 
that ſo weighty a matter will coſt you a great deale of pre- 
paring ? What ſhould yen then doe beforchand ? Surely, as 

'our pare.its are bnſieabout providing your portion (which 
15 their worke) to,beyou bulicd a better way, about that one 
thing 
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thing neceflary, to get the pearke in the field, toſecke the 

Lord whale that oy m -_ PEEIEIEY bring in 

Virgins upon the ſtage, profe that they take no thought 

for theitatches, the looke - modelty ad good report. 

Thelcflc you arebuſicd about things leſſe needfull, the-more 

may you attend that one thing, which ſhall never be taken 

fiom you. Except in thele dayes of your youth, wherein each 

thing is feet, the maine worke be thought of; the dayes are 

coming (and that pertaps long ere old age) of which you 

ſhall ſay, you have no pleaſure in ſuch objects : there may 

came a day of uncomfortable marriage, loffes of eſtate,death e.q.c,, :: 

of husband,of wite,ſorrow of heart for your ill matching,an 

then how wall yon doe? Is it not juſt to ſuch,as ſet the chicke 

things behinde ? yes venily. 

Remember our Savious words to Peter, When thou waſt jt.n 11.18, 

yong, thou girdedſt thy ſelfe, and went'ſt whither thou wouldſt ; 

but when thou art old, another ſhall yird thee, and lead thee whi- 

ther thon wonldeſt not. Thou mayeſt(perhaps)meet with an an- 

pleaſing girdle ; thy great charge of children,calling for thy 

careand maintenance ; the world frowning upon thee, and 

not anſwering thy hopes ; a riotou: and ſpend thrifty hu's- 

band, er waſpiſh and untoward wife (tor fo it may bezwhen Single life noi 

thou haſt ſought the greateſt prevention of it, if God will ſo |'ke marriage 

try thee) debts, diſcaſes, reproaches purſuing thee : in the OR - 

mudſt of all theſe, little letfure to wait upon the Ordinances, more £;ce 

Which ſhould infuſe the g-ace of ſupport into thee : and per- 

haps (which 1s workt) as {mall an heart after it. Then, when 

all theſe have made thy life unpleaſant, and thy conſcience 

coming upen all, with a wo-ſeftreame, and cauſing an over- ge. p;ov.s, 

flow of ſorrow unto thee ; what ſhalt thou dos ? God hath 1.1. 

deait righteouſly in it, becauſe thou contemnefR all helpes in 

thy youth, and therefore in thy trouble, ſends theeto thy ido!l 

beauty, money, will, laughing at thy miſery : how wilt thou 

then w1th thou hadft but that former liberty ; ranted thee,to 

marry in the Lord ? Oh ! how eagerly are things loved, oat 

of their ſeaſon ? Alas ! the ſpirit blowes where it liſts, time 

and tide maſt not ſtay uponthee ; thou hadſt them,and woul- 

deft not uſe rhe watchwords thereof wiſcly : why ſhould 
the 
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ding thy loynes with grace for time to come,gird them with 
that precious girdle of knowledge, ſincerity, {elfte-denyall, 
faith, patience, and the like ; learne to weare the yoke of 
God from thy,youth, and it ſhall not pinch thee in thine age. 
By this girding of thine owne ſoule, thou ſhalt be fit to ad- 
mit of Gods nnpleaſing girdles for time to come, croſles (if 
they come) ſhall befall thee in thine unnocency, fo as thou 
ſhalt know how to defray them, and the Lord ſhall be atfli- 
Red with thee in thy aftliRions, and teach thee how to paſle 


thy marriage with comfort. But if this counſcll will doc 


thee no good, but perhaps thou haſt learned to doe as the 
world doth, that 1s, to welter in thy forrowes,and to beare 
them off with head and ſhoulders, fo that thou canſt goe 
on through a ſecond, or a third marriage (if it fo fall out) 


with as giaceclefle an heart, as through the firft, Certain» 


ly, there remaines n othing for thee, fave that thy end prove 
worſe then thy beginning, becaufe thy troubles brought 
thee not upon thy knees for thy former ſinne, but ra- 
on ſtill in the frowardaefſe of thine 
heart, 

I procced to a ſecond duty,when thou intendelt a change; 
that 15, be ſure thou doe nothing raſhly, tut uſe all poſlitle 
wiſdome, that as thou haſt ſou zht the Lord, fo he would 
bring thee to a ſutable companion. A great worke, I grant, 
and thon wilt aske how it may be effeRed; I will labour to 
ſatishe thy diftie with theſe advit s following, Firſt, deny thy 
{c]te, renounce that carnall wifdome, prefuinption and will 
of thine owne, which aſcribes fo muck to 1t ſeltegas if it nee- 
ded no advice : ſubmit thy ſclte to the Lord, doe not at firſt 
ru(h thy ſelfe upon marriage by a neceſlity of nature, orby 
cultome of the world, or becauſe yeeres requireit, or out of 
baſe enes, to give way to thy Jult : but let it be thy care to 
preſerve thy veſlell in holincife and konour :- abſtaine from 
all provocations to luſt, be much in prayer for a ſauRificath 
on of eveiy agcand condi 1onofk life, perhaps th2 Lord hath 
a»pointed thee a lingle ite, which way be much better tor 
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thee then marriage to hoaour God in ; perhaps thou art not a 
meet man for marriage;but 1t would prove incommodious tor 
thee: however, 1ts thy duty to try what God hath for thee 

in ſtore, and many repent them tor their yeelding to the firſt 
pangs of unbrideled youth, and wilh they had not given 
way ſo ſoone to an impotent humour ; nay, many who at 

the firſt intended no other ſave marriage, yet by their more 
wary and temperate diet,company,and byſubduing their fleſh 

by taſting and prayer, meditation, and cloſe attendance of \t;,z4.17; 
ſtudy, calling, or the ordinances of God, have obtained ſuch 

2 gift of chaſtity, that they ſee it is rather the way of God, 

they ſhould not marry *. There' are ſome (faith our Savi- * Alliccrive 
our) who are Eunuches borne : marriage were a ſnare to 28 2 
ſuch(notwith(tanding their trothy concupiſcence)and ſome 

have made themſelves fo for the kingdome of heaven. Cha- Mat-1g 12, 
ſtity is a peculiar gift of God, all will grant ; andGod will 

have it appeare in ſotne, that youre hath more ſtrength then 

nature hath, as againſt luſts, fo above lawfull liberties : and 

he who adviſeth continence to ſome, in times of danger, ef- « Cor. 7.8. 
pecially in which marriage might prove a clogge; and other- 

wiſe alſo for a more cloſe cleaving to God, without marri- 

age diftraAtions ; there is no doubt, but he hath grace ſata- 

ble to frame ſome men and women, for this very purpoſe. 1 Cor.s.. 
And ſure it is, where ſuch a gift is, God is highly honoured Continency 
withthe pure and undivided fpirit of ſuch as ſcrve himin that þ+,-9/a gif 
condition. Therefore all due meanes muſt be uſed for the of G-d, muſt, 
attaining of it, till the minde of God be knowne in this Þ* fought tor. 
kinde ; and noman ought to foreſtall providence in that re- * +735: 
ſpe : weigh well thy trength or thy weakneſle in the bal- 

lance, lay before thee the burdens and ſervice of marriage; 


thy bodily or ſpirituall abilities or impe:tetions, play not 


the part of a foole, to ſay after marriage, I never thought it 
{ſuch a ſtate, I ſeenow I am not meet tor it : that ſhould have 
bin thought of before : informe thy ſclfe duly of the conve- 
niences and inconveniences of each condition,the fingle and 
the married ; and whkenall is done, if Gol incline thee to a 
private ſtate, reſerve thy ſelfe to it ; 1 ſay not to thee,vowe 
it, for who knowes but thy minde and bo\ly may alter, and 14, yum of 
require a change ? but ſo loag as by thy abſtinence from all gage fewer 
provocations, and watchfull eyc over thy {elfe, thou _ ranced, 
H LEcpe 
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to OOO Matrimonicl Henow : Of, 
keepe thy ſelfe chaſte,and prove it by the contentation of thy 
ſpirit, without noyſomenefle, and negleRt of the duties of thy 
lace: thon maiſt gather the will of God by.the ligne, and 
o thou art to yeeldthy ſclfe to a ſingle life; wherein although 
there cannot bur fall out ſome petty diſcommodities (in ſome 
kinde) yet they ought to be digeſted meekely, for the avoy- 
ding of worle, and the attaining of the beceks of a ſingle 
eſtate. For when Godis in a Condition, that ſhall be tole- 
rableto one, which would be budenſogge to another ; and 
there is no ſtate wholly free from trouple in this wild, One- 
y that is tobe embraced (as neere as we cai;), whiGh is free 
om the moſt. And having onee underſtood the way of God, 
oC not out of it wilfully, nor dally not with him, in ſuch 
weighty purpoſes : it it pleaſe him to alcerthy miade, thow 
ſhalt underſtand it by fignes ca'tly, and. inailt wrhout finne, 
follow him,ſo.thy OD no” acceſſary. So much torthe tuft 
counſell, which 1 defire may be conceived of- diſcrectly,and 

not miſtaken. 
The ſecond, Then ſecondly, if notwithſtanding this trial, thou ſhalt 
Sound judge- finde, thatGod hath alotted, marriage to thee, know, its a 
ment,andfub- 1 l:condition of life, be reſo! ved itis fo, be: nor Crared: 


0 nc nn with feare, melancholy, or any diſtemper ; although it be 
: joyned with many troubles, yet they ſhall oe the lefler when 
God tels thee, its. belt, and thy gaine ſhall be abovethy loſt: ; 

calt thy ſelte upon the ordinance in ſuch 2 caſe, to make it 

ſweet. And therefore prepare thy ſclte for ir, deny thine 

owne rebellion, pride, paſſtons, will and luſt : know that 

marriage is no ſtate (as many thinke) of licencioutneſſe, to 

live at eaſe, and as-a man lit. They-who are of that minde, 

neede no other plague then their owne exrour to--vexe them, 

when they meet with the contraxy, No, nd, this: eſtate 18 

not for an nntamed heifer : as ſqowmayſt thay force an Vni- 

Job39.9,19. corne to plow with thy Oxen, as thy rudeſpirit to.draw- in 
the yoke of marriage. Learne theretere ſelf-deniall betimes 

(its as &fſentiall for, a married life as for a ſingle -humility 

and wiſlome, and how, hardly this hard/Theme will be hand- 

I:4, till the heart be. ſubdued and meekened- before. For 

all unbroken ones. are like to. finde: forrew in. the fleſh, 
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double and treble. IF it be {6 in the greerie tree, how much « Cor.7.z8, 


mote fi the dry? If it be unavoydable to the beſt, how 
muck more to them' who ſetke it? So much for the {c- Luke x3.21; 


cond. 177 
Thitdly; be watned againſt the common difeaſe both of Duty ;. 
errour and pratice, which hath 6verfloived the world, and Ecror of the 
ſo bleired the eyes of men, that they can {ce nothing, fave *9* *0 be ab- 
the outſides of things. Suffer hot bedury, breeding, portion, ***< 
perſonage, education, with cempletnentall behavienr, faſhi- 
onableneſſe, aud the like, ſo to bribe thy judgement,1nd fore- 
{4ll thine afetions, that religion ſhould coine too late, and 
be tliruſt oat from conſultation. Beware of coverouſneſle, 
pride of life and jollity, ambitious and aſpiring thoughts, 
to count none meet for thee, ſave ſuch as are des 
The world is now a dayes become a great ſnare ; each yong 
one, fcarce out of the (hell, tickles himſclfe with rhe propo- 
fall of great hopes ts himfſclfe, and telling him, His fortunes 
are great, and he may marry in \o and ſo high a degree, and 
what is ſo high but tis hopes may equall? And thus, not 
looking at. his bate beginnings, and unlikelihoods of any 
thing, but putting up himſelte with offers, with conceit of 
his owne worth, he growes to thinke the world toonarrow 
ro chafe in. And never, I thinke, was tte ſpirit of the male- 
ſex ſo vaſt, a$ inthis age, wherein the tnultitude of the fe- 
male ſexe, and the contempt thereof, hath brought itto paſſe, 
that every boy new out of his prentiſhip, values himſelfe by 
the ſeores and hugdreths, although ſcarce worth a groat be- 
ſides his occupation. And the moſt men deeme none, be 
they never an rr (which in our Fathers daycs would 
have bin counted rich matches)fair or good enough for hung 
except beauty and wealth in an higher degree then common 
make them ſo. In ſomuch, that except parents overſtraine 
and halfe exhauft themſelves to dowre their daughters, be 
they otkerwiſe never ſo yell brought up and deſerving, they 
lye by as no body. | 
But what ? will fome ſay, Doe you envie our lot to be bet- nfl. 
ter now, then jn forincr times ? or is it unlawhull to marry 
to wealthy ones; aizd out betters ? I an{yer. If Ged lay out Au/w. 
H 2 a por- 
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a portion for you, (without your politicke ambitious ſeek- 
ing) and ſuch an one, as whoſe portion in grace equals her 
eſtate, yea ſuch asin Judgement deſire you tor. youc religt- 
on, altLough you are inferiour otherwiſe, I deny not, but 
(friends conſcating) it is lawtfull ;- God hath brought ſach 
a vantage toyour hands. But what is this to mens covetous 
and proud defires? As one once {aid of his ſecond match, 1 
willnow have a gallant, whatſoever 1t coſt me; and fo he 
had fach a one as he fancied. But by that time he had win- 
tred and fummered her a while, his bladder was fo prickt, 
that he ſally wiſht he had one of his former wives ſite an 
faſhion, as plaine as he then thought her to be. I conclude 
thus, overweene not your ſelves (when there. is little worth 
in you) coequall the meaneſt women, or husbands ; but mo- 
derate ycur fpirits, and marry in the Lord. Nothing hinders 
but the Lord an4 outward mecanes may concurre (as the cate 
may ſ{tand) and then the queſtion is ended. But if it be ſo,that 
a match of 500. pounds be offred with the Lord, and another 
of ſeven or e1ght hundreth without him, or at leaft, without 
any apparent 1.opes of him, what then ſhall be done ? I an- 
{we:, other conditions being concurrent in any tolerable 
proportion, deſpiſe the greater offer, and take the leſſer, 
counting the miſſe of thy gaine happy, and the gaine of her 
grace with that lofſe, more Eappy. Buy thy wite in ſuch a 
caſc, if thou be wiſe, and let it appeare, that Gods cracles 
are no tyes with the. If her price be above pearles, I trow, 
thou who wilt not part with a little gold or filver for it, art 
well worthy, for thy betraying her for a little pelfe,to betray 
thy ſelte ro ſorrow ; and to have bag and baggage and all. 
Tell me, in what marquert couldeſt thou traffique ſo well, as 
to gaine @ pearle for a little ſilver ? doubtleſle, thy ſilver 
would not recomper ce thy loſſe, if thou ſhouldeſt chuſe it, 
with a farre Jefle bargaine. Tae times have bin, wherein 
the man was to trig a dowry to the woman(thoughl think 
they held notlong)1 am ſure Chriſts marriage is ſuch to his- 
bcloved : ) thinkethy {.lte to be the man, and aske thy fclfe, 
it not what thou wouldeſt give, yet what thou wouldeſt for- 
goe for a good Companion? I thinke the dayes were never 
| ſo 


* 


þ 
f 


a ith. 


A Treatiſe of Marringe, "8 53 


. ” ps” "rs" — 
fo rare for marriages in this kinde, as naw ; and yet the for- Goodmarri- 
rowfull trait of the contrary, ſhould bring this choyce into 8*5 inult be 
date againe. Its a cuſtome (we know)for men ambitious to bought, 
buy honour, rather then want it, yes, glad they are, if they 
can ſo come by it. Do you fo. Marriage is honourable : buy 
it whatſoever it ceſt you, and be glad you can get 1t ſo. Let 
bad cuſtomes be no preſcriptions, and ſct a good oneagainlt 
a bad. 

Fourthly, let the Lord be much ſolicited by prayer both The fourth : 
ordinary and extraordinary for this bleſſing : beg hard for pray hard for 
it, rather then want. I ſaid before, pay for it, and now I $ood Matri- 
adde, pray for it, pay and pray too, and thinke it worth it. ,2\- PY and 
Let the Lord ſee that your ſoule is deepely in love with it, OY 
and will not be denied, ſeeke to honour him for ever for it, 
and count it not every mans caſe; and you ſhall ſee'what an- 

{wer he will make you. If prayer will not get it, try if im- 

portunity will prevaile : come for a wife as ſhe Afar. 15. Mt x5.:3, 

came for her daughter, and refuſe any nay, this is the way 

togetit: God will grant it theey rather then be wearied 

(and yet he loves it) with importunity. Either God will 

heare you, or elſe give you a reaſon which ſhall fatishe you : 

which I adde, becauſc I beleeve that exceeding good marri- 

age were not good for ſome that ſeeke it; it wonll puffe 

them up and hurt them ; rhey'rather need excrcilting marrt- 

ages. But this know, God will not part with his jewels to 

eaſily, as not to be ſought to for them : this blefling is 1i1,e to 

that, Ezck. 36. whichthe Lord ſo promiled to give his peo- p,.. a 

ple, as yet he would be ſought too by them for it. Commit Ds 

thy way to Ichova, and he ſhall effect it. If thy wife te to PC! 7.5. 

theeas Samnel was a ſonne to Hannah,a witc of prayer,thou 't Sam 1.25, 

maift the more rejoyce in her, and ſiy wich [:cob, Loe the ge ye 

wife which the Lord in mercy hath givea his ſervant, Tothe pare T,, 1+, 
allare pure : each gif, is lan&ined by prayer: fe, if thou | 

doe onely light well by accidem, as Nabal upon Abioailhe ; 5. a5.r, 

ſhall be but a dry morlſcll to thee, wittou. favour or tavour : 

thou ſhalt finde ne as he did, a ſnare to the. 1 2 hellefle bot 

per (God depriving thee of the ſtaFe of breathe trac good 

efa good wit) not oncly a dry pit, but even an cncreate of 

| H3 thy 


* 
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thy judgement. It is ſaid Abraham called Eliezer his ſer- 
vant, inthis weighty buſmeſſe of chuſing «' wife for his ſon 
Tſacc,hiddine him to put his handutidet his thigh : (a folettth 
adjuration) for aſſurance, that he would not chuſe hitri an 
heatheniſh wife, but one of Terab+ farily (the beſt which 
then could be had,though not as it ought) beyond the river z 
how much more oughteſt thou to put thy hand mider the 
Lords, in this caſe of thine owne marriage, vowing, that if 
he will provide 4 Rebecca fot thee,and make thy yoyage pro- 
{perous, thou wile diſcerne as reall a providegce as Eliezs 
{aw in meeting of her at the well. Is there never a wife for 
Judg.14.3- thee (faid the parents of Sampſon) but thon mult needs goe 
among the uncircumciſed ? Vow it, that if God will be- 
truſt thee with one that is religions, though another ſhould 
be laid againſt her, yet thy load-ſtone would draw the 


former. , 


Du'y 5. Fiftly, adde hereto the advice of the moſt judicious and 
CO, impartiall friends, that thou canft come by : for though two 
and umpartiall EYCS are too few, yet he that will advife in this cafe, maſt 
friends requi= on2ly judge with one, that is, a ſingle eye, and looke but 
Gte for good one way. Suchis the —_— of ſutours now a dayes, that 
matriagt. thoughtheir merit be never ſo {mall, yet they will {0 goe to 
worke, that their credit ſhall be good ; foreftalling the truth 

by their intereſt, either in a good Miniſter, er man of note : 

if they be but morall, they will engage them by gifts : if re» 

ligious, by ſeeming devotion, to thinke well of them. Its a 

fad thing to thinke, what bad matches have bin made by the 

mediation of the b«t men ; being firſt detuded. Alas ! how 

Ealic 1s it, to make charity and credulity to be on mens ſides? 

the beſt have Lin decetved about this buſineſſe. But the third 

prion (wko neither ſoweth nor moweth by the bargaine) 

1s fitter to judge of this game, then parties are. And be afſu- 

red that truc 1ntelligence1s not cafily come by, in theſe in- 

terulend ng dayes : yet, as I have ſaid, thon haſt a promiſe, 

Joh,14.14;t5 that God will hide no ſecret from thee, it thou be his friend ; 
= ** ſothat thou doſt r.ot pervert thine owne way, and ſtumble 

at the cffence which thou layeft before thy {clfe : to thinke 

1 $am.16.6, with erring Sammel; thiat the annoinited of the Lord is before 


him, 


LY 


« 


_ 
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him, when its no fuch thing, but thy carnall conceit : we 
eaſily beleeve that to be, which we woeuld have tobe. The 
judgement of the Church, either is infallible in this kinde, 
or El{c its fafer erring wirhit, then hitting well without it. 
Great is the colenage of diflembling parties, when they ſet 
themſclves toſale , by religious ſemblance. Aſacbiavels max- 
ime 15. all in all, v4z.. ſoundnefle of religion is difficult to be 

had, and quits not the colt in the werkds eſteeme : ſhewes 
are calic, and will ferve the turne even as well, Hence it is, 
that few walke humbly and plainly, moſt are content with. 
ſhewes. As that Scholler of Cambriege ſaid, If I may get 
my degree, I have that I came for ; let learning goe where 
it will : ſo theſe, I am now upon fale hill, if I be once ſold, 
I have enough. And 1 ould offend many honddt hearts, if 
I ſhould diicover what I know touching the humours of 
ſome malecontents;n.thjs kinde, efpecially of rhe"female 
ſexe, bakely pretending that their confcience is the gyound, 
whereas its. but a (talking- horſe, ſerving to ſcrue themſelves 
into ſome good opinion tor marriage : whereas, their turnes 

not being ſerved, but their ends croſſed, they have bewray- 

ed themiclves in their colours, ta be but counterfeits. A 

{piric for the nonce, is needtull in this difcerning worke ; 

therefore let inquilition be narrow and wiſe, among them 

that are neither neereſt the blood, nor to the advantage, by 

ſ\uch a match. | 


- Sixtly, be very obſervative and carefull in your mutuall Duty 6, 


2 qa rr; ta marke the {pirtts of each other, havin 


iſt begged of God an underſtanding heart. The care (faith (p ct's of each 


vihcrmeet tor 


Elibs ) trieth words, as the furnac2:doth mettals ; the foole 


beleeves every thing, but the wiſe ponder fayings. So doe auny inthe 
-you. And as I ſaid of the helpeof other mens eyes and wits : Loc. 
Eſtabliſh thy, thoughts by counſel), for in the multitude of J'Þ 34 3+ 


councellours there is peace: -{a I fay to your. ſclves, trult | 
not 1o to others, asto put and daſh ot your owne eycs and 
braines ; but couſult, with wildemes oracle, and S: a it of 
him who gives andupbiraides noz; There isa fſvirtt ia man, 
but the inſpiration of the Almighty gives underſtanding : 


as. Payl. laith, the ſpirauallman judgeth ob all things, and 1 Cor.2.15, * 
| | 


. 


FEY 


Exod.z 3.6, 


Rom, 12.16. 


Ads 15.15. 


Prov.19. 24. 
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is j1-lged of none : ſo here ;-onely adde this, They who have 
bin very wiſe in and for otke:s, yet in their owne cafe, and 


this of affection eſpecially, have tailed much ; and the pre- 
verke 1s verified here, Once, all men have doted. Put diffc- 
rence therefore betweene {mooth words and neat paſlages 
of wit, or conceitsthat come onely frem the braine,and bo 
tweene ſound grounds planted inthe heart. Out of the abun» 
dance of the heart the mouth will ſpeake, to a wiſe: hearer. 
Its hard for a barren heart todiſſemble ftruitfulneſſe, or for a 
well-ſeaſoned to feeme unſavory. Queſtion each with othcr, 
not concerning perſons, but things : not about preachers or 
Sermons, or duties of religien, or circumſtances onely of a- 
buſes and corruptions of time : ( for who is not up to the 
cares in this nov adayes? ) but concerning the reall worke 
of the Word by name, how the Law hath quelled a proud 
heart,and ftopt the courſe thereof in evill : how it is brought 
ſo low and toſucha tameneſle, as to crouch to God for the 
crums that fall from his table : to be ſow in her ſelfe, and lay 
afide all her ornaments, glad to be equallto them of low de- 
gree, and the like. Looke not at the gifts of each other, but 
tiy whether a meane opinion of our ſelves encreaſeth, as 
knowledge encreaſeth : aske each other, what the nature of 
a promiſe is, wherein the nature and life of faith conſiſts. 
Alſo, how faith purifies the heart, kils the trongeſtluſts and 
paſſions, quickens the heart by a principle to all holinefle, 
meckneſle, patience, mercy to the diſtrefled, and ſorrow for 
the ſinnes of others. If theſe ſeeds be planted in theſpirit, 
they will ſubdue it unto God ; yea, they will ſet a new frame 
within, and make the countenance to ſhine. And whereas 
its objected, few can fo fully ſatisfie themſelves in the de- 
grecs of eaCh others grace. I anſwer : try the ſubſtance,and 
ler degrees appeare in time, its well if grace in youth can 
C: ecpc, though it cannot goe (though the forwarder it is the 
better) it in the want of great meaſure, yet the favour of 
thcſe tl4ngs breake forth out of the cloud ; and where baſh- 
til) and modeſty is the veile te cover ſome graccs, their 
1C0:0ly parts be Clothed with the more honour. Þ: know 

"161 CATE-Warks to Chuiſe good Couples by, then Bumi- 
lity 
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liryand modeſty.Deſpiſe not a little,if theſe two be,for (as the 


— 


e 
d Prophet faith,) Thereis a bleſſing in it. Obſerve alſo how - 1 ag 
- providence ſwayeth your mindes, to or againſt each other ; CD 
- obſerve cach others diſpoſition, parts, naturall guiſes,and he- 
$ haviour ; that which one thinks comely, another diſtaſts,and 
ſome diſproportion and unſympathy herein, may cauſe reli- 
bs gion to be meanly thought of. And toend, remember that 
of this buſinefle borders much upon the outward man ; beware 
4 therefore that neither outward defeRs doe weakenznor their 
Ki. abilities doe forſtall thy judgement either way, from the 
e- | duc weighing of the beſt things in the ballance, to or fro, 
j- j Slight defects will ſoene be ſupplied by religion, where love 
e j 33 entire , but want of religion is not eaſily recompenced 
e H with externals : be wiſe not to ſtumble too much at the 
4 { former ; neither let heat of affeRtion ſnare and couſen'thee 
it { in thelatter. So much fer the meanes to be uſed for marrying 
e 10 the Lord. ju " p _ . q 
; And to this ifſae pertaines all this diſcourſe: therefore ſtill , 
y | I ſo cenclude, as 1 bam ded becauſe no bad marriage be- SR 
it fals any, where the husbands finne is not chiefe, either be- duty. 
S cauſe himſclfe is bad,or erreth in judging the wite :(the wo- 
f ; man having onely a refuſing voyce, not a chuſing, but the The man hath 
$, 2 man having the prerogative of choice, as the leader of the ***< !eading 
d ; buſineſſe : ) therefore let the man eſpecially looke to him- —____ 
I : ſelfe. Its not for the modefty of the womans ſexe, to play y. —_ mo 
r | the ſuitour, to put forth her ſelfe towards the man, but to W omen wo- 


wait till God offer ker an objec of conſideration : and I fel ers threxen 
dome have noted matches very ſuccesfull in this kinde. I re- W*+ 
member the anſwer of a wiſe man to a Gentle woman,which I 
told him, ſhe could love him before any man : he anſwered 

d 4 her,but of al others, dare not venture upon you for my wife. 


—_ 
> 
Ty I OD 


n bs He confidereJ, that ſuck pangs in that humorous ſex cannot 
_ b: come frem judgement, becauſe they thwart an ordinance : 
»f ' and as a ſudden torrent of paſſion or heat cauſeth them, fo 
Wn | they ſuddenly fall as faſt, and leave the channelLdry : when 


the humour is over, then coole blood ſuccecds, and checks 
the party for raſhneſle, workes a diflike of the choice, and a 
very indiffcrent ſpirit to the husband ; thitking hum to be 
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toe nkane forthem ; and fo little joying in him, waxing 
darke, and farre from that ſweet temper of amity and ſabje- 
Aion which a wife ſhould bewray. Therefore ye husbands 
be not gulled with eaſe matches; they are not ſo eaſie to for- 
goe aSto get : the furtheſt way about, is the neereſt wa 

home. There is a pleaſingnefle in ſhew, to be fancied by a 
woman, to be offred that. eſtate which I could never have 
Touching expected ; but when all is ſaid that can be, it is too cafie to 
martyingin prove happy : what it may prove I cannot ſay, but ſince its 


the Lord: not of God, and is againſt the modeſty of that ſex, I can ſee 
_— no great hope of it, This by the way. I end my counſell 


1. Qu:ſtion Witha two-fold queſtion. One is this : if.(fay ſome) we ſtay 
auſwcred, till theſe choice marriages be offred us, we may wrong our 
hopes, pailing the time of our virginity and youth vatnly a- 
way. To wheml fay (I ſpeaketo none in this kinde ſave 
to the religious ; let the rett move in their owne ſpheare : ) 
Plul.z7 5, Commit thy way to Ichovah,and he will effe& it: where there 
is truth of grace, it cannot lye hid ; ſome way or other the 
Lord ſhall provide, and the labour of thy love ſhall nor be 
concealed : feare not the worlds feares, cry not a confede- 
1 Pet, 3.15. racy, Where they cry it ; but wait, and there will alway be 
ſome” men, who will be as jealous as women, to plunge 
themſelves into a Croſſe marriage, as glad of thee as, theit 
of him : its a reciprocall caſe, _ hee who beleeves , 
makes no more haſte then good ſpeed. Thy worth ſhall 
P(al.z7.6, breake out as the light, and thy patience and modeſty as the 


noone day. 
a Qubica Another is, whether ſhould we g0e to finde out ſuch? for 
a.ſwcred,  Welee the families of ſuch as a name of religion, are 


now degenerate, and empty of ſuch choice. None doe more 
degenerate to pride,vanity and prophaneneffe,then the chil- 
dren of many Miniſters and profefſou;s, which have bin re- 
11g10us ; yea, many townesanciently of note for ſuch,yet are 
now become as barren as any other. To whom I anſwer : 
when the people came and told Samet, that his children 
walked not in his wayes, 1t was net ſo much from any of- 
fence at their finne, as for their owne ends, to make them a 
King : many upbraid good families, becauſe they are wil 
ling 
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ling to balkethem, and to looke otherwhere, Sure I am, 
that families are not {> wanting of goo41 matches, as the 
good matches who are in them are diſregarded. But fur- 
ther, be it true, Gods rules are ſletghted it: all places now a 
dayes, and religion was never tlucker ſowne, nor come up 
thinner then now ; what wouder, 1t ſine carry this duty 
downe the ſtreame of contempt, as well as others ? yet I ſay, 
is religion gone quite out of all tamilies? Though 1 be en- 
tailed tono one, yet cannot free grace plant it felte where it 
lifteth ? if itleave one, can it not chuſe another ? religion 
{for ought I ſee) may lye long enough,except exceſle of por- 
tion ſmell her out. Oh ! follow nor the ſtreame, conforme 
not to the faſhion of this world : God is tyed to no places, 
families, congregations, he is no accepter of perſons ; but in 
all places where his name 1s feareq- and called upon, there 
will he bleſſe. Such ſhall not need to diſtrult God : hee 
makes none a ſonne of Abraham, but he makes a daughter ag, ,,, 
of Abraham allo meet for him; uſe meanes to finde then out, : 
and having 1o done, preferre pewles before pib-les, and the 
Lord ſhall bring the good to the goo, for he is a God of \ Cer 14.33- 
order, not of confuſion. 
But will tome ſay, perhaps we have found out a jewell, Qut. ;. 

but its in a dunghill : a good husban4 or wife, but the pa- 
rents bad, the kindred bad, ani no encouragement to pro- 
cced. I anſwer : as a bail wife is never the better, becauſe 
graced with a good : fo neither ought a choice ejther wife 
or husband be too much ſullied by a bad family : its thei: ill 
lot to be (>, but that grace that mide £2: eminently good, 6,,,., 
Noah excellently righteous in their fintull times, doch even G:u 19. , 
more abundantly requite that blemiih, with the ſelec reli- : 
gion of ſome 01 among them. I blame no man, it with a 
good wite he would be glad to marry toa good family and 

ocke : but in anotherreſvect, I would account that- grace 
which is unſtained with ſo muchill, being in the midſt of 
it, more approved and tried with the touchltone, thea that 
which growes up together with the grace of a tamily, tor 
company. Its ſome grace to a Lilly to grow among thorns ; 


and a Roſe looks the more beau:ifull among thiſtles : contra- 
I 2 ries 


I 
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ries ſet one againſt another, are the more orient. I ſhould 
not refuſe a truly vertaous companion for this cauſe. And this 
be {aid of the ſecond maine rule, for ſuch as are upon en- 
trance of marriage. I goe to the third.. | 
 Thethird du- - The third dutie concernes the two- parties, after their 
ty: prepiracie® Contract, viz. toſpend that ſpace betweene it and marriage: 
betweene the : n 

contraR and (a$ a More due and ſolemn ſeaſon )for a preparation of them- 
the marriage, {elves to the eftate and converſation of marriage to- come. 

necefluy, But becauſe I foreſee that the Reader will expe that ſome- 
what be {id in this Treatiſe, touching a Contrat :. I will 
therefore ſuſpend this third advice till I come to that argu= 
mentin the fift chapter, at the end thereof. Thus much for. 
this Chapter. | 


— — 


Cana. HL 


The ſccondrequ ſite unto a good entrance, viz. aptneſſe 


a OW thenlI cometo the ſecond generall thing, perti- 
eons a nent to good entrance, .and that 1s, to marry aptly 1n the 
rrance,is,to Lord; that is, to Joyne all circumſtances of equality and ſu , 
mury aptly. tablenefle toreligion. And in this (as I conceive) as well as 
Gcn,z2.438, the former, conliſts the entry upon an happy and honoura- 
ble marriage. It is not for nothing,that the Lord brought A- 
dam a mect helper for him; that is, not onely one Created in 
the ſame image of holinefle as he ; but made of himſelte,fleſh 
of his fleth, and bone of his bone ; woman of man, egquall to 
him in dignity ; not of his head, nor his feet or lower parts, 
but of his tides and ribs, in token of one that was to fide with 
him, and agree with him in the married eſtate: The Apo- 
Rleuſcth a phraſe about husband and wife, the which is 
1 ©07-7-35- tranſlated thus [ For that which 55 comely ; } the originall werd 
s an equall ſiding, or fitting cloſe to the tide, with cemeli- 

neſſe : ſe ſhouldit be withthe married : there ſhould be ſuch 

an ap:nefle in the Choice (ſo farre as may be) that the one 

might 
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mught ſeeme to be a true * fellow 1n the yoke, well met (as * 34s. 


we ſay) and ſutaþle each to other. Hence marriage is called 
a Match, to fignihe, that couples ſhould be peeres, and like 
each other, true matches. Otherwiſe, a manifeſt diſpropor- 
tion cauſes not onely a fulſomeneſle, inthe judgement of 0- 
thers, but to the affections of each other. And this the Lord 


would have us take notice of, as foreſeeing the inevitable in- 


conveniences, which muſt needs follow upon miſmatched 
couples. Cattle of uneven cize and Bature,Srength and pro- 
portion draw very 1ll in one yoke, and untowardly. This I 
adde, leſt any ſhould miſtake my former ſpeech, viz. That 
religion is thetrue levell of all othec inequalities. I meant 
this, thatif it be the lot of any to enter marriage unequally, 
then there beingreligion to moderate, it will make a better 
levell then any other thing can, when religion is abſent. I 
did not juſtifie unequality tut accommodate it, when it is. 
Here I adde moreover, that when other conditions and re- 
ſpecs are unequallin any great degree, religion can doe no 
more then ſhe can doe. Marriage conſitts of a carnall peece 
one Way, as well as a religious another way ; and we may 
fay of it asSof the belly,ſhe hath no eares. When I ſay,the un- 
equality of couples isapparant, it 1s as the claſhing of a glaſſie 
body againſt a groſer metall. When a poore party meets 
with a- rich, a well-bred one with a rude and illiberall, a 
curteous with a froward, a bountifull with a miſerly, a no- 
ble with a baſe ; one from the Court with another from the 
cart vr the ſhop ; a proper and perſonable, with a deformed, 
crooked or dwarfe , what a diſproportion doth it cauſe,and 
a kinde of loathſomneſſe? We lay of the ſame body that its 
an uncomely ſight to behold a ſweet face, and a crooked 
backe: if it be ſucha jarre inthe {-me, how much more 
in two perſons, which can better view each other behinde 
and before, then the ſame eye can ſee her owne crooked- 
nefſe ? but eſpecially when two religious ones meety the 
one whoſe difpolition lyes on the lett and, to froward- 
nefſe, melancholy, fulle1nfle , tcachinetl« in an eminent 
degree; the other's to mcekne'e, curteſie and amiable- 
velle; what a continuall vex.tion iS iv? what a diſcord 
T of 
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of ſounds doth this cauſe ? An inſtrument out of tune, un- 
apt to play upon, diſtempereth each leſſon, and diſpleaſeth 
every care, |» 
Ouch. But here ariſcth a queſtion, How we ſhall judge of un- 
\\ uv ce unape aptnefſe ? None ars ſo unapt, but they can alledge one thing 
or other for themſelves. Old women marrying yong men, 
jaſtifie themſelves by this, that they will maintaine their huſ- 
bands, and thatſhall make up the flaw, and levels that val- 
ley. Deformed ones marrying faire or perſonable, alledge, 
they arepenny white : and kitching-maids marrying Gen- 
tlemen, may ſay, They are goorl nurſes, and deny themſelves 
Ani. as much another way. To all which I anſwer and affirme, 
— that none provide for the honour of marriage,ſave thoſe who 
provide againſt the ſtaine and diſhonour of unapt marriage. 
And yet I mult adde, that when I urge aptneſſe, I urge it not 
in ſoarithmeticall and tri a proportion, and in every point 
of aptneſſe, asif elſe it might be no marriage. There is a 
diſſimilitude in the ſame kinde, which is no diſproportion in 
a divers kinde : and there is a diſcord of tones in the moſt 
exact mulicke, making it molt pleafing,becauſe (till its with- 
1m the kinde. I judge not one unzquall to another in birth, 
becauſe the faſhionof the one is a little lower ; but by dit- 
proportion of degree, when gentle mariy baſe ; noble, hono- 
rable, wo: ſhipfull marry ignoble, and under themſelves in 
the whole kinde. Elſe, as the roundnefle of the cath recom- 
penceth this or that particular nneyenneſſe ; ſo may marri- 
age leveil petty uncqualities. And to this, that inequality 
doth nor alway follow ſome contrarietics of temper, ex- 
cept they be {uch as inferrea naturall diſtaſte of each other : 
Excep.io: 8a» 45 for example, noting hinders why there may not ke ſweet 


mit hv. accord Fetweeng a very provident wife matcht with an im- 
ci. Þ  provident husband, when the kusband counts that gift a ſup 


aj incliegmany 141» of his defect ; becauſe irs onely a defeR in accident or 
quality, not re2ll, Difference alſo in eſtates, may cauſe a 
kinde of neceſſity of ditroportion. Tt fals ent that ſome 
1mpare or cracke of braine kflens the repute of a Gentle- 
man welldeicended ; this difabieth his hopes of any great 
artiage. Shall vac detect inferre a worle, a deprivall of 
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marriage wholly ? no verily, a woman much inferiour to him 
in birth and meanes, or yeeres, ſhould yet be thought a very 
good, yea apt matCh for ſuch an one, and that with reputati- 
on and honour to her kumility, if ſhe be faithfull. A gaine, a 
man hath by a former venture, a great charge of children, 
which are like to lye upon the hand of a ſecond wife, beth 
for education and attendance ; in ſuch a caſe, a woman of 
an hun:ired or two hundred pounds worth, who is willing to 
requite that defe& with love and painfulnefſe (being other- 
wile competent for her honeft parentage and faihion of 
life,) may be as equall a match, as perhaps one of a thouſand 

oand ettate, without that encumbrance. Aggine, in the 
Judgement of men, defe& of honour may ſometimes be re- 
compenced with wealth and cſtate : as if a man nobly de- 
ſcended, yet growne to meane eftate, hath need of ſuch a 
ſapply, though perhaps he faile of ſome degree of the other | 
I fay, if both cancur, its beft ; but if the defeR doe lye in ho- 
nor, it may be equalled with eſtate ; and it were a ſhame tor 
honour toquarrell with ſuch a wife for unequalnele;for thea 
may ſhe ſay, ſhe hath bought her honour at a fad rate,and up- 
on deare tearmes. 

Bekides, it fals out, that two marry, the one a man whom x4,,. excepri- 
preſent honour and favour with his Prince hath advanced ors, 
beyond the ranke of his family ; or perhaps, honoar hath 
gone along with fwifter pace toward him, then with ſome 
other houte, who yet may be as honourable in times paſt,and 
more ancient, then they are preſently, though not with ſuch 
titles : 1f now the one match with the other, ſhall preſent 
honour' conteſt with fuch an one as inferiour ?- No ure, if 
the root be as good, the match is not unequall. Laſtly, in 
caſe of perſecution for religion, or of going voyages of ha- 
zard, by tcato forreigne plantations : in which cates, (trift 
equality is not to be mentioned : now inſuch Cates,, the wo- 
man betng to flye or tranſplant, needs the aid of a wile head, 
or the man the helpe of a diſcreet woman : they cannor 
match themſelves in their due rankes, as otherwiſe they 
might ; therefore looking at the maine point, that 15, at reli- 


£10n, and integrity of report, they match as necre their con- 
dition 
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dition as may be : although it prove very much inferiour,yst 


it isnot to be counted a diſhonourable marriage. Maſter” 


Fox in the ſtory of Quecne, Maries perſecution, reports of 
a worthy religious Dutcheſſe of Norfolke, which married ts 
a godly Gentleman, one Maſter Berry, (farre under a Dukes 
ſtare) with whom ſhe fled the Land, and in that moſt weart- 
{ome flight (as it proved) found kim a moft faithfull and 
loyall husband to the death. So then, if there be a general 
proportion of aptneſle, ſe that the diſparity lye onely in a 
degree, not 1n kinde, 1t muſt not be cenſured : all cannot 

lye under the Zquator,under the ſame line and latitude;ſome 

may admit many degrees off. The truth is, in this confuſion 

of all things, its not to be expeRed that marriage hould 
keepe quarter with exaRnefle more then other occurrents of 
life : in ſeme caſes, we mult abate and yeeld of rigour, leſt 

we ſplit all: Men are growne te cnhanſe their degree to an 

higher pitch then formerly ; and it will be hard to convince 

high ſtomacks, of meanes or unequalnefle ; their ambition 

hathtoo high a pitch. Theſe perſons are fitter ts obſerve 

this rule, who are meane in theirowne eyes, and equall them» 

{elves to theſe of lower degree. To leave them therefore 

with their great hearts and hopes, let me yet yoke them with 

Paxls counſell, Whatſoever is pure, honeſt, juſt, of good re- 

port, that enſue ; abhorre that which is baſe, uncomely, and 

abſurd. But if jt appeare to the judicious, that your car- 

nall, covetous reaches and aſpiring ſpirits have exerci- 

{ſed themſclves in things too high, for ambition, ſtate or 
worldly ends ; let the ifſue be what it may (as common- 

ly it is repenting) I proneunce ſuch matches to fall under 

this ſecond rules cenſure; they are unapt, therefore di- 
ſhonourable. 


I come to the Vſcs of the point. If the honour of marri- 


' Joliruct bn, ages ftand partly in aptnefle of it, then hence 'it appeares, 
Nocur" 6 y that its no Curioſity for any to regard aptneſſe : Men count 
tomat Y 2P!y-this direction to be frivolous; inagining that marriage hath 


a gift of it ſelfe, either to finde equals, or to make ſuch (as 
the old proverbe ſpeakes of friends : ) andto waſh off at 
once all eye-ſores ; nay, it will be hard for ſuch to fray away 
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ſorrow, and ſo ſhall you fay when you have tried. One 

would have thought Phareob might eaſily have kept out Excd. 8. ;, 
frogs from his Privy-chamber, bur it would not be. I dare 

promiſe none of the equalleſt mariages, that they ſhall bee 

free ; but as for humoeurs, ra{hneſſe, baſe and by-rc{pets, 

they never did fo finde it, Thoſe that catch up wives all at 

once ſuddenly , muſt repent them at leafure. Be inſtructed ud; 21.23, 
then, to thinke no care-ſuthicient in this kinde ; ſtay not till 

muſtreſſe Experience convince you of your folly, in condem- 

ning others, but falling 1nto the pit your ſclves. $o much 

for this firſt. 

Secondly, be admoniſhed not to overweene your owne F/e 2. 
ſtrength,as thinking it ſuthcient to binde Bears (as the Prc- Aum«.n.tion 
verb 15) and to defray any unaptnefle whatſoever without '$nlt over- 
trouble. Oh,ſaith one, let An my turne be ſatisfied,and feare ——_ . Ava 
not me; it I have once pitcht my affeion,l am not ſo ſoon es wR_ 
unſctled againe : Ahks, yon judge your ſclves by your pres riage, | 
ſent pangs, which over-beare inferiour diſlikes ; but-who 
are weaker to digeſt inequality, than ſach as thinke them- 
ſelves wifeſt and ſtrongeſt ? Many have ſaid as you fay, If I 
may have ſtate ſnihcient , no badily viemiſh ſhall trouble 
me. Another, If 1 can geta religious wife, one hundred 
pounds will content me as well as three. If I may marry 
one whoml love, I care not fer portion, &c. but alas poor 
green heads, before a few yeares be over your heads, when 
you have ſ{cununed off, and licked up the upper {iveet of 
your inariages, then yourthoughts w ill goe to work, I have 
deſerved portion, and religion and beauty tos; aid what 
not? Then will your unſtaid eye faiten upon ochers, whom 
you ſcets exceed you in portion, birth, ſweetnefle of na- 
ture, feature, and the like ; then your carnall part will 
lowre, and vex aty-1r lot, and then, Oh, I might have 
been wiſer ; and fo you mult eicher bite in all as aſhamed of 
your choice, or clf{e utter your diſcontent, to make yougy 
lives uncomfortable. When you behold your p:irents to wax 
eltranged, your kindred aloote, your meanes decaying, 
Go encreafing, and the devillthro-ving in baits of ſuch 


and luch men and women, ſo perſonable, rich, broughtup, 
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then will it appeare upon wife teams, you have rejected 
the connſell of apt mariage : and yet many fooles (who 
are appointed to it) cannot beware the {econd tunc, but 
ruſh themſelves into as unmeet matChes as before, if not 
worſe. Therefore acknowledge your weuknefle, hearken 
no more to ſuch Spokes-men, as are apt to prompt you with 
wives of their owne fancyivg : (which is the ruine of ma- 
ny ridiculous men, to take wives upon other mens truſt ) 
a{cribe not too much to your ewn wiftome ; ratherthinke 
your {elves of all others, likeſt to be deceived by your eye 
or affeions. Say thus, A man I am, and but a man, and 
nothing of a man is ftrangeto me. I amas liketo fnare my 
{clfe , and as unable to endure a ſnare, as another, there- 
fore I will prevent it betimes. I embrace Gods allowance, 
as well to pleaſe my fclfe with aptnefle, as with religion : 
God is the God of order, as well as goodnefſe. Nothing 
hinders why other accompliſhments may not be ſought 
with grace, (ſo that be chiefe) and it had need pleafe well, 
which muſt pleaſe ever, or be an eye-ſore for ever. Surely, 
if God give me my liberty, 1 dare not ſhare my felfe. And 1 
ſee, that as thereare many wives, whotor want of religion 
area ſnare ; ſo there are alſo many religious, who for want 
of other accommodations, make every veine in their hu(- 
bands hearts to ake ere they die. Thou art net made of 
brafle, but of fleſh, as others are, and haſt af:Xions equal- 


| Iydif>ofed to the ltke diſtempers : its thy wifdome to know 


thy ſelfe. 
And faurely, he who would but weigh the odious fruits of. 
unequall mariages, might cafily be drawntrom them. What 
an impntation 1s it for a Miniſter, young in-yeares, to march 
himſelfe with fome old woman tor what the hath'? How 
meanty is his diſcretion e&fremed ; and how baſely doth tis 
covetouſnefle heare alway after * How ſhould ſach a man 
erfwade others to truſt God, when all men ſee the baſtard 
of his owneunbeleefe carried at his back ? What vite aft 
Aions are bred in ſecret in many fuach, deſire of the death 
of their cempanions being growne decrepit ; irk{omneſſe 
of ſpirit, in tedjons bearing the facklinefſe, unhelptatnedle, 
and 
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and unſociablenefle of each others bodies ? How many 
have we knowne, who being diſcontent with their lot, 
ſeek to other younger ones, and defile them ; ſome within 
their owne dwellings, polluting themſelves with their ſer- 
vants 2 How many murthers have unequall matches cauſed, 
of infants fo | —_ and borne ? Nay, how many have 
becne the curſed attempts of poyſoning each other, to be 
rid of the loathed party, husband or wife ? What one A(- 
ſize paſſes without fuch preſidents ? I doe not know any 
one thing in the coverſation of man, which cauſes more 
diſaſters than unequall matches doe, dire&ly or indiretly. 
Some being afhamed of their fooliſh choice, care not 
what they attempt to be eaſed of them. Others cr ſed of 
that luft, which {like the belly) hath no eares, and will 
not be curbed, will venter any zoynt tofſatisfie it: and to ſay 
truth,no tongue of man can lutticiently exprefſe the miſery 
of ſpirit (which many, otherwiſe not of the worft).doe en+ a 
dure, through conflicting with their owne ill lots, and cor- 
rupt ſpirits in this kinde: and the weariſomneſſe of inequa- 
lity in one kinde, forceth them to as bad in another. Mens 
firlt wives being forty yeares elder than themſelves, when 
they have buried them, partly through eager deſire of po- 
{terity , partly longing after the other extreame, marry a 
wife forty yeares younger, and fo are laſht with their owne 
whip ; and as much loathed by the later, as they loathed 
the former. Fooles, to ſhun one extreame, incur another. 

Thirdly, Let this be reproofe to the unruly humours of 77, ;, 
many perſons, cither in firſt or {ſecond 1natches, which al- KR: poute. 
way aime at that which is moſt contrary to their conditi- 
Ons- I have noted, that if there be any apparam: defeR in 
a man or a woman, they are ſo farre Goes humbleneſfle un- Branch 2. 
der it, or giving themſelves content in tuch as are dete- "$4 
ive in thelike, or other Kinds (which yet is equall) that _ 7 gp 
rather they itch aftcr and covet ſuch yoke-tellowes, as do ,,;1..e.y wo 
exceed as mach on the contrary, and are of the beſt per- che Occ:- 
fetions. How ordinary is it for men to affect better than nance. 
they deſerve, to cover their owne defedts, ard to fatisfic 
their lufts ? and how wear.lome deth it prove ? For as 

K 2 Salomon 
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Salemos faith, The earth cannot beare the burden of un- 
equall mariages, as of one that is heir to her Miſtrefle, that 
is, upſtarts become impotent and inſolent, ſcorning to take 
it asthey have done. On the other fide, he whotakes an in- 
feriour partysthinks, that ſhe ſhould pay for her preferment, 
and become ſo much the more ſubjet and dutifull. Now 
when both parties finde it otherwiſe, to wit, that the one 
waxes proud, and the other thinks himſelfe negle&ted, what 
a contuſion'groweth hereby ? Nay, ſuch poyſon I have no- 
tedto break out of ſome baſer parties in mariage, that be- 
caifſe they are privie tothemſelves of unequality, therefore 
they are jealous of their tusbands reſpet and love, 
thinke themſelves deſpiſed, as not worthy to hold quarter 
with them, and when there is of all other leatt cauſe, yet 
then come they in with their irkſome ſuſpitions, and they 
imagine their husbands to ſhew more afte&tion to ſtrangers 
than themſelves. Now equality would remove ſuch miſpri- 
fions. But to returne, why ſhould a countrey plaine man, 
affe& the neatneſle of a nice Citizen ? Or a crooked, affe& 
a perſon eminent for comelinefſe ? Were not a country wo- 
man bred for a Farme, more equall 2 Were it not better like 
went to like, that fo neither might deſp:ſe other ? Why 
ſhould a low bred one aff<& a brave gallint ? or a poore one 
a wealthy ? Why ſhould a meek and gentle one,defile him- 
ſelfe with a (ſhrewith ſpirit ? Is itnot the next way to ſor- 
row ? Doth notunaptneſle caule a diviſien at laſt ? There- 
foe this is a fruit of old Adam, to covet moſt ardently, that 
whichis forbidden unto us, and againſt us. What folly and 
ſinne is out of meaſure ſinfull, if this be not ? and who pit- 
t1es fuch as plunge themſelves into miſery, and need not ? 
It is a kinde of delight (in the obliquities of men, whor . 
no ott.ec canpunilh) toſee fooles to puniſh themſelves, and 
laſh themſelves with their owne rod, it ſatisfies indignati- 
on,. (where charity abounds not) but deſerves no compaſſi- 
or. Doe not ſuch ligh in ſecret, (for their complaints are 
but rare .to' others, becauſe the errour comes backe upon 
themſelves). and wiſh they had maried as detormed, as poor 
and meanly bred as themſelves. Doc they not envie the eaſe 
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69 
l- and welfare that equall couples enjoy, ſach as make much 
at of each other, by the ſympathycof each others def<Rive- 
(e k neſſe or parity. 
1- by mote ans branch of reproofe concernes them that deſpiſe Branch 2, 
t, A the rule of equall matches. Now what comes of theſe un- Reprute. 
WW 1 equals, that widowes of eltates malt marry their horſe- Comemners 
e keepers, and Gentlementheir cook-maids, but this, that tg *' 99%"! mats 
To cover over their baſeneſſe, they muſt lay out their meanes ||" Fu" 
J= to buy armes, and titles of honour : or it not, yet enhanſe * 
en their Farmes, racke their rents, rake and ſcrape all they 
re can get (whereas their predeceflors lived nobly upon their 
, | meanes, and kept goed houſes) and all to purchaſe eſtate, 
cr and purchaſe equality. What is this, fave to become the 
et | ſcornes of the Countrey ?* Is it not due penance for viola- 
'y 2 ting the ſacred conditioh of equality ? I might here inveigh 
rs d againſt the uſuall watches now adayes made between boyes 
1- p and girled, ſcarſe yet out of their ſhels : but better occaſion 
1, F will offer it ſelfe afterward. 
& , But to draw towards an end, let me exhort firſt ſuch as F/e 
J- are to enter into this eſtate;to whoml ſing the former ſong, **1cotion, 
T Marry in the Lord, (till, but marry aptly, and lay the ground : tectrs of 
, : 4 ot uiequall 
y of honour in this entring with aptneſlc. . Be not led away wriazes 
1e with that errour, which you ſet up as an idoll, in your Con= l-arne to be 
N- ceits : bleſſe not your felves with your ſuppoſed happineſle, wiler. 
r= as if you were by ſo much the more honourable,then others 
e= of your ranke,by how much you have gotten a richer match 
at they they ; or becauſe =_ marriage hath pearkt you aloft, 
id above your own condition,or theirs of whom you deſcend. 
t= No wile Parents joy in their childrens unequall marriages : 
F let the modell of ſuch as are the moſt modett in your ranke 
p. and order,be preſidents for you. I am not ſo weake as to 
fol thinke , that education,breed, learning and gifts, (although 
3 there be no great meanes) deſerve not good marriages, re- 
1- 3 ligion concurring : but ſet not up your rop-ſailes,and do not 
e h beareup your ſelves above your worth, in this xeſpe&t ; but 
nN wait upon Ged, and be madeſt, leſt he pull i 4s 
Or faſt : dwell at home,affet net high things; if God have in- | 
le deed a bleſling for you in this kinde (for clfe a great match Rom, 12.6, 
d K 3 may 
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may preve too hot and to heavy to manage)let God lay 
it in your lap, ere youaffe& it, and let your goodnefle finde 
you out, while you lye hid. And when its offered you, yet v1 
{well not, ſay with David, marrying Michal, Seemeth it | 
{mall? ha1l notneed to looke well about me? and with 
i.Sam, 13,23. Abjgail ſent for to Davia, Let me waſh the feet of the ſervants 
of my Lord ! go fromthe dignity to the burden,take thought 
how to live with ſuch an one, of greater breed and eſtate 
then your ſelves : confider what affronts may meet with 
1.544. 25-41. you (the beſt will fave it ſelfe : ) are you fit to drinke of this 
bitter cup, if diſcontents ſhould come into the place of 
peace and love, whiles the one is loth to ſtoop to the others 
lownefle, and the other feares offence if he ſhould ſuffer it ? 
Mut, 20. 22. Better it were to deſiſt carly,then to bring a perpetuall vex- 
ation upon your ſelves too late : begge of God humble and 
wiſe demeanure,even all nnequalnefle by religious eq 4 
and ſelte deniall,leſt your preferment prove a penalty ,rather 
then a priviledge; otherwile, as he faid of his Diadem, he 
would not have it for the taking up'(as being tuller of care 
then comfort) who knew the ſorrow of it. | 
Branch 2, Secondly, to them who already live under this yoke of . 
Counſcllreo inequality, I advile the fame which I did to them who are . 
tuch as are ?| ynder an inequality of religion ; looke backe to that SeRi- 
_ —_ on, and read it. Onely this let me adde here; ſince your A 
; untutableneſſe came from your owne wilfulnefle ; doe that j 
now which you ought before to have done (ſomewhat out 
of ſeaſon perhaps, but better late then never ; ) humble your 
. ſelves under Gods attlifting hand; remember 1t is ur juit you 
ſhould fret againſt Providence, and your lot in that, which 
out of your owne choice and free-will, you have brought 
upon your {elves. Keepe-to your felves that firanneſte 
and p inching, which is onely or cluefly knowne to your 
ſelves. To live like male-contents, upbraiding each other, 
and quarreling with God, is not onely molt fintall,but a dif- 
eaſe w ore then the remedy it ſelte : feeing the time was, 
wheretn you ſeemed eachto other, the molt precious of all ; 
Irs reaſon that now youtnake the belt of a bad bargaine, and 
of caCh other. If then beauty, wealth, or the like objects, ſo 
bleared 
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bteared.your ey c$, that you forgat the rnle of equality ; re- 
remember you haveſmned not only againſt your ownſoutes, 
but even againſt them whom you have unequally married , 
who tm another equall way, might perhaps have lived mach 
better and cententedlier , then now they doe ; with com- 
partions of their awne fathion : ſo that you ſhould doubly 
wrong them by yorr diſcontents. Rather looke __ God 
by faith and repentance for your error, that it may be cove- 
red, and that Gods anger betag removed , you may finde 
your yoke as tolerable 2S an unequall one may be. And as 
once a grave man faid to one in this cafe, ifGod ever offer 
you a new Choice, beware leaſt you ſtumble at the ſtone , 
which once fotled you. And fo much of this ſecond generall 
2lfo, and of the whole direion ferving for the emrance in- 
to an honorable marriage; now we proceed to that which 
remaincth in the next Chapter. 


—_ 
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A Diercſ:on touching conſent of Parents, and ſusdry 
Lueſtions and Objettions anſwered. 


ſhould now proceed tothe ſecond generall head, wher- Occaſion of 

ofI made an honorable marriage to conſiſt : viz. Contr 2's digre ft 
nuancethereinin an holy manner. ButI am occaſioned to p71. 1. , 
op my courſe a while, tor the ſpace ofthis, and the next ,* Conſent of 
chapter : becauſe an hint of new matter being offered in Pens, and a 
the former diſcourſe , tenching conſent of Parents, and the Comraet, 
contraRting of the Couples : it will be looked for , that 
ſotnewhat be here faid , about both , e&'reT wade any fur- 
ther in this Argument. Of the former thereof in this fourth, 
and of the latter ( if God pleaſe) inthe fifth, and then we Conſent of 
returne. Touching this former, conſent of Parents, if1 _ nectl= 
ſhould goe about to make any ſet proofes of fo generally a ,? ou 
confeſſed truth , which allages , nations , hiſtories, lawes © 
both divine and humane, common , civill , yea cannon too 
{ though with exception ) with one voyce have averred : I 

might 


mm 
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might ſeeme not onely to adde light to the Sunne, but to 
weaken that which I would Ron: FN tor order and 
formes ſake, a word or two may be premiſed for the neceſli- 
thercof, I ſay neceiity in a way of God, though not ab- 
ſolute: for this buſineſſe of marriage without parents con- 
ſent is ene vf them, which ought not to have bin done, yet 
being done, mult availe, for the avoyding of worſe couſe- 
quences : that is, conſent is nor ſo effenriall to marriage as 
{ome other things are, that the non-concucrence thereof 
ſhoul41 diſanull it againe. But in a inorall and meet way, its 
neccflary that marriage be attempted with conſent of pa- 
rents. And ſurely,if thoſe heathen Lawes ſeemed juft which 
yeelded unto parents power of life and death, over their 
children (ſuppoſing perhaps that love might wc<ll enough 
betruſted) and thouglt it meer enough, that they who were 
the ioftruments of giving children their naturall life, might 
be permitted to be Iudges of the ſame children, in taking it 
away ; or [ng rather chuſing, that a parent might Nall 
a vicions Childe for ſome off:nces, then the Cchilde kill the 
heart of a parent, by his diſſoluteneſle : then ſurely much 
more tnay it de yeelded to parents to have power to give 
life or to marre their marriages. I doe not by the way juſt i- 
fie the former law,but rather thi:e it was a dangerous ſnare, 
and betrayed the lives of many innocents, into the hands of 
the unmercifull ; and no doubt, if it were in force among ns, 
it would provoke many prophane and malicious perſons, to 
ſhed the blood of better chiliren then themſelves. But I 
plead the farre greater equity of this law, that. parents may 
claime a right in the Choice of their childrens marriages, 
Moſt parents have the work of it, and be debarred from the 
belt ? beare the bdichen of the whole day ; the providing 
for their children, ajl meanes of ſupport, education, cither 
ingenuous or maChinall, helpe them to Arts, Stocks, trades, 
which is but to be their drudges, if there were no more but 
ſo; and ſhall they leave them juſt at the point of marriage , 
and betake themto their owne wildome and counſell? No 
furcly , it's good caulc they ſhare in the honour, aswell as 
the labour. | 
It's 
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AT, realiſe of Marriage. - ; 


Itittrue, God makes matches, and parents cannot ( as Parents canner 
they deſire ) in ſucha world as thisis ( whereinall are for 49* 35 they 
their owne ends)provide for thear children ſuch contentfull —_ " gr 
matches avthey defire, bur thats not their fault, God muſt {115.0 
helpe,or elſe they cannot,with the barne and winepreſle. But 
yet in ſuch matches as are offered, parents muſt beare ſway 
& ſtroke with their children : though it is ngt in their power 
ro afford them ſuch as they with,yet this muſt not par 1 them 
to give up their Authority totheir Children to marry as t 
liſt, againſt the rules , mentioned. And that which I fay of 
parents themſelves, I ſay of Father or Mother inlaws, Gar- Guardians and 
dians and Tutors, who by them, or by the law, are left to o- 8 'vernours are 
verlee and order the wates of Children,not yet able to guide [' _— neg 
themſclves;yea although they be of ſuch years and diſcretion, ,, ,. on —_ 
as perhaps a parent, at lealt a ſtep-father,mighe permit them renes to ch11- 
to hendebves, Yet it were the duty of ſuch a childe, to take dren,in pone 

leſſe rather then more upon himlelte, and to adviſe ſeriouſly *t marriage, 

with them ( ere he fir:ith ought ) whetherhe have been wall 

guided or no about marrying religiouſly , or aptly : Some 

parents, I grant, have _— waſted theirTide,and in- 

fringed their Prerogative : for, ſuch is their ignorance, and 

injudicioulnefſe in tuch affaires, (having in truth never un- 

derſtood, in any degree, what their owne marriage meant , 

much lefle are tit to guide others : } alſo many are to vitious, 

and fo debauched with finne, that they*have loſt all abi- 

lity to adviſe , eytherin this , or inany other weighty bu- 

fineſſe; but yet neither are theſe to be deſpiſed, but to be 

bonorably handled, and eſpecially, if they ſhall deſire to ſee 

and judge with other mens eyes and braines ; their children 

are to yeeld therto as well as to themſelves. What ſpeciall re- 

ports do the Scripturs make,of that care which holy and wile See theſe texts 

parents had of their childrens marriages ? How did Abra- D:ur.7.z. 

ham adjure his ſervant, to goe tothe houle of his fathers , to 1-29 6. 

chuſe a wife tor Iſaac? How doth the holy Ghoft brand 2*%:2+3-4 

Eſa for matching without //a«c and his mother Rebeccatheir Ode: 

conſent, to the heartbreake of them? How doth Iſaac and 

Rebecca Charge Jacob to meddle with none of the Heathens ? 

And, if any prerogative might have exempted any , then 
L might. 
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Veiſe 4,5. 


| Gen.21t.21, 


Forther procfe 
of the point. 


might Sanpſon a Indge in Iſracl, have beene exempt : who 
yet was not : :for-although it came from God that he ſhould 


marry thatuncircumcized Philiſtin; yet he would have his 
png their conſent, Give. me. her ; and when they: 
w the way of God,they ceaſed. Buttil then,they argued as: 


parents ſhould do, what ? is there no wife to be choſen for 


thee out.of any of the families of Iſracl, but thou muft ſeek. 


amone the Philiſtins ? Not ſo much as Hager that bondwo- 
man, bur it's faid, that ſhe tooke a wife for /Amael, out of 
the land of Egypt : .as if the holy Ghoſt ſhould take 1t as 
granted , that none ofthe Church ſhould queſtion it. .If a 
fonne might not alienate his fathers goods, without his con- 
ſent, there leaſt of all hjarſelfe. . 

1 ſay, the Scripture teſtifies from the beginning , that 


this authority did reſfidein the parent, from God. Gd him-: 


ſelfe the father of Adam, Luc. 3 vir. brought Eve to him : he 
did not ſeek her himſelfe.A great andleading ground to the 
point» And thivprerogative God derived to parents ( not- 
withſtanding the fall and forfeit of Adam ) for ever. See 
Dent.7:3« Thou ſhalt not take to thy ſonnes , any wife of 
their _ Ierem. 29.6. Give your Children wives. 
And Pant, He who gives his virgin te marriage doth well. 
&c. Neither is it ſuthcient which Bellarmine, ( the chiefeſt 
Papiſt of all who @ppoſeththis truth in his 19. cap. of Ma- 
trimony, and that out of the Councell of Trent, Seſſion 14. 
for molt of other Papiſts do oppoſe him in it ) replies, that. 
this text onely implyes, Marriages ought not- to. be. made 
without the privity of parents : for Gods charge dothnot: 
EY what ought to be done,but,that elſe the Marriage. 
is ate,as appcares Exod.22. 16. Where it is left to the. 
parent to deny Mariage in a caſe of uncleannes, which elſe 
urged Marriage. Much more then in coole blood. See alſo 
Numb. 3a, 4 Ifa parent might fruſtrate a vow to God , 
much more a private civill a& of his child to marry. Neither 
1s this mcent (as Bellarmine dreams) of a Mayd under yeeres, 
but fimply-ot one under covert : though of 20. yeeres old; 
andſo the Ebrew word [| NagnarJis taken Job. 1.19. and ſo 
another Jeſnite upon this text confeſſeth,a joovat aighe 
ruſtrate 
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fruſtrate any vow whatloever. See Gal. 4. Aſonne differs over 1 Lap. 


not from a ſervant, being under his father : he can diſpoſe 
of nothing in the houſe, of his fathers goods , without con- 
ſent : how much lefle himſelfe , who is the foundation of 
the family, as inthe Ebrew word | Bas] notes? Another 
Papilt, Efencess in his booke of clandeſtine marriages pro- 
feſleth the like agair ſt Be/larmine in the laſt Chapter ſave 
one. Heath ens have conſtantly beene of this minde. Ger. 34. 
Sichem craves of Hamor to get him Dinah. Catullns, Plantur, 
Terence, Latine Poets,Sophocles a Greek ene,all both Comick 
and Tragique, who ſpeak the cuftemes of their times,do in- 
timate the ſame. One of them brings in the father diſtaſting 


his ſonne for a clandeſtine marriage , thus, Callſt thou me Terent. Andr, 
thy father ? Needſb thou me for a father ? Haſt thou not Sceo.z, 


found thee out , a family, a wife and children againſt 
mind? The ſfonne anſwers. I yeeld up my felfe (father ) to 
thee, impoſe any task, command me what thou wilt ; Wilt 
thou have me divorce the wife I have? Wilt thou have me 
marry or not ? I willbeare it as I may. 7»ſtinia» ſhewes the 
meaning of the civill law, /i6. 1. Inſt:t. Tit. de Nuptize. Then 
are marriages goed, when made by conſent of ſuch, as 
whoſe power they are under : itis Zez4 his ſpeech, in his 
Tract of Poligamy and Divorces : Civillaws about neceſli- 
ty of parents conſent, are more knowne, more cleere, more 
holy, then that any man can be ignorant of them, can dar- 
ken, or can aboliſh them. Pax/xs the Civilian in his Title, 
touching the righ» of marriages#laith, Warriages cannot 
conliſt, except allin whoſe power the parties are, conſent. 
Hottowan a famous Civilian ſpeaks the fame, 1n his book of 
chaſt marriages,part- 4-The Councel of Elibeyis , mentions 
the judicial! law of Moſes, confirming it : 1t a Damoſel 
have bound her ſelfe by oath or promiſe in her fathers 
houſe, and he gainſay it, it's fruſtrate. A Canon of Befilad- 
deth, marriages otherwiſe made, are counted but whore- 
domes. I conclude with Er4/mws, no Scripture, no Teſtimo- 
ny of valew can be alledged againſt this Tryh, If it be af- 
ked, 'whethcr upon the fathers Confenting, che mother dit- 
ſent from the mariage 3 or contrary wile; what is to be faid? 

| | : l 
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I anſwer, -The methers conſent makes for the better being, 
but the fathers for the being it ſelfe thereef: for hevis the 
head of the wife andot the family. 

This may be a ſufficient contutatien of Bellaymine, and 
the Councell of Tren:. (his Idoll, whichits like kee fo aJo- 


red, thatagaioſt Seripture and all Lawes he defends it) who - 


dothſo ſtervingly maintaine the lawfulnefſe of Marriages 
againſt parents conſent, that rhere need be n5 more to con- 


 fute him then the barrennefle of his own defence, in which 


he alway returnes to his old ſane, that thaugh Nature teach 
Parents right, yet, not the difanulling of Marriages _ 
non-conſent. Touching which I antwer, Many reaf{ons 
may inforce the continuance of a thing done (eſpecially in 
ſo waighty a caſe asthis) which yet argues not the well do- 
ing ; that is all the queſtion. Heurges the examples of ſecob 
and Tobyja : whereas the one (although fixty yeares old at 
his marriage)yet did nothing withoat his father and mothers 
conſent. T«64a (if the Text were Canonicall) had an An- 
gcll with him to guide him extraordinarily. Indeed E/aw's 
example he may plead forit {with an ill handſ{cll) who its 
like went againſt /azc and Kebecca's charge. Much good 
doe him with it. He altedgeth a Decree of Clemerr, A ſonne 
is not compelled to follow his parents choice. Who doubts 
it? Bur, doth this follow, A parent may not compell his chil- 
dren to marry againſt rheir will : Therefore z chide may 
1narry contrary tothe Parents? Notardy. That which hee 
addes out of Ambroſe, (i may Chuſe her husband,onght ſhe 
not to preferre God in her choice? comes to no more then 
this, That a Virgin hath power to chuſe {atleaſt to refuſe 
her husband) but yet with parems conſent. The argament 
ke brings from the validity of the marriage of ſlaves againſt 
their mafters condent, and that, mon the ground ofthe inſti- 
tution-and ends of qrarriage, is deubly anſwered : firſt, that 
K is true, Maſters cannot barre their ſlaves of marriage, bat 
yet they may lunit-the tight of Natnre, by —_— them 
wives, for avoyding wrong to their owne tates. Second- 


ly, the cafe betweene maſterhke power, is not like to paren- 
tall : for the power of the former isonely civill, and there- 
fore 
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fore may, be reſtrayned bylaw z butthevther is natucal,and 
therefore need no reſtraint : inceits tobe ſuppoſed that pa- 
rents deſire the poſterity and aamiages of their children, 
much more then maſters nced doe of ſervants.' As racking 
that objection, that after copulation marriages are neceſ- 
ſary ; this proves not, that the power ot parents is diflolved, 
(for what abſurdity is it for one to thinke, that his ſecond 
in ſhould favour and jultifie his former offence 2) But that, 

for divers inevitable conſequences upon the breach of a.inar- 

riage already made, it j$ better far a parent not uſe his: 
right, then to uſe it. Its the, voice of the Law, Fiexs non de- 

buit, ſed faftum valuit. So much farthis. 

Yet as there is norule ſo genexall, but it admits excepti- 
ons, ſo doth this. Une is,the barreof Gods law, in caſe of 


uncleannefſe comanutted by the parties beforemarriage : ia Ex04.22.16, 


which reſpeA God forbad that they (hould by any .mcancs 
be parted : ſothat here parents conſent was, though not 
whally, yet partly prevented, not in right, but inpoiatof 
honeſty, by their lewd children, who forced a neceflity of 


" marriage upon themſelves, being become as outcalts, net 


worthy of ſuch care of parents to be caſt apon them : be- 
ſides it was to prevent beggery of the baſtards, and the de- 
fling of the land by furnication, if they had beene permit- 
ted tocalhiere ſuchas they had defiled, and to marry chaſte 
perſons : for, its better one howle bee troubled, then two, 
(ſince one mult be) let them <ate of the fruit of their owne 
labours, and thanke themſelves. The law is 4nentioned by 
Moſes, If a man funding a maid, defile her, he ſhall ſurely marry 


- ber, becauſe he hath barmbled her. Another caſe is, the ſupine 


vegleRt of parents, when as they ſec offers made to their 
children : to wit, when as they permit parties unknowne, 
and pretending to be ſuch as afterwards they prove not,but 
tainted withlewd qualities, and of no fuch eſtate as is made 
ſhew of : 1 lay, when as, through fooliſh credulity they be- 
leeve all ſhewes, or uſe not meanes to enquire throughl 
after their manners and deſerts,but are cheated by their dit- 
ſembling and hypecrifie : but all this while they harvour 
them, or tecing that their childre " are forward in _ affe- 
3 10n$ 
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ions toward ſuch, ſo, that they are enfnared*: and yet the 
parents ſuffer matters to paſſe on, and hold their peace: thea 
the rule of the word ought to be obſerved, That conſent i 
implyed by their ſilence : and why ? becauſe he, in whoſe pc- 


- wer it is to ſtop evill, and yet doth not, ſeemes to command 


Duty of pa- 
rents towards 
children un- 


it. Not onely if there appeare no more cauſe of breaking it 
off, then at firſt, (for then it is on ely the headftrong will of 
the parent, unjuſtly diſcontent) but, although there ſhould 
breake out more hideous and odieus crimes againlt the par- 


ty. For it was the parents duty to have uſed all diligence to 


have ſearched' out the truth of things at firſt, and tohave 
made all othet matters cleare, before ſuch time as liberty 


wiſely ſuffered be given to the patties themſelves to enſnare themſelves. 


to link them- 


leaves, 


Nara. 3044. 


Another ex- 
ccption, 


For by this meanes it may ſofall ont, that extreame danger 
may enſue, both to the party deſerted, and to them that de- 
fert. Yetthis I adde, that all meanes be wiſely uſed, to un- 
ſtitch and diffolve that league by degrees, which hath long 
beene inknitting, rather then to doe it raſhly. Let parents 
preſent to both the parties their deepe diſſmulatien, per- 
{wading them, 5etweene themſelves, rather to breake off, 
then incurre a tolerable vexation by marriage; and live at 
perpetuall feud with them , who ſecke their beſt welfare. 
But, if nothing will prevaile, I fay, as fad as the neceflity 
is, yet the parent comes in too late with alledging his pre- 
rogative. If (faith the holy Ghoſt) a virgin hath vowed a 
vow, (ſay it be a purpoſe to marry ſuch a man) muchmare 
if ſuch a liketivodd be daily preſented te his eye ; and hee 
forbid it,then he doth no mere then his authority may glaim, 
for he is a parent, and may diſanull it : but if he let it paſſe, 
and doe not gainfay it, he isſuppoled to reſigne up his right 
in refuſing, and ſo to eſtabliſh it. 

Another caſe is, in ſecond marriaves ef children, men or 
women. For although there be a difference of judgement 
in ſexes, yet, in this both are reputed to have equall liberty 
to match themſelves, and tobe diſcharged from the power 
of the parent, The firſt marriage made the'parties one ft, 
and divided them beth from the parents Houſe and authort- 
ty. Sothatinſuch a caſe the rule holds'not. Par! doth 

avt 
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pot extend thepower of a parent over a widow, astoa vir- 
in. In the latter, be alway yeelds to a father his liberty ; if 
e give his virgin to marry, orrefuſe to give her, hee doth 
well both wayes : that is, foreſecing the danger af perſecu- 


tion,and withall knowingtheſtrength of his virgin,that ſhe i Cor.s.36, 


is not neceſſitated to marry, he may refuſe, or otherwiſe hee 
may yeeld ; he offends in neither. But after one marriage is 
expired, the widow is not ſo tycd,becauſe providence hath 
ſettled her upen her owne right. Howbeit, for the weaker 
ſexe, the calc ſo falling out that ſhee may ſtand in as much 
need ob6counſell at laſt as at firſt , yea of more : this I ſay, 
Thav it were the part of ſuch widows to remember that they 
are children, andto aſcribe a reverentiall and honourable 
eſteeme of their parents counſell, out of wiſedeme and dil- 
cretion, althougha preciſe command of God doe not abſo- 


lutely urgeit. 


Laſtly, parents muſt ſtill looke at the maine point, that is, Parenrs muſt 


the condition and ſtate of a childes both body and minde. — ve _ 
CQ,1amzon oO 


For a parent underſtanding the caſe to be ſach, that a childe 
cannet without deepe diſcontent of ſpirit , and inconveni- 
ence of body,propending ſtrongly to marriage,and ſhunning 
thoſe continuall and noyfome vexations, whichavould at- 
tend the contrary ; I ſay, cannot abſtaine : then, his autho- 
rity not being allowed him,for the tyranny and hurt,but the 
good and welfare of his childe, he'oughtnot unſeaſonably 
and rigidly to diſpute his night, or to hold it ; ;but tenderly 
and wiſely torelcaſc it, at the childes humble inſtance. And 
this I might alſo preſle in-other caſes as well .as-this. - But 
becauſe they will occurre better upon objzeRions brought 
againſt this point : 1 will ſtop two gaps with one buſh,that 
is, both lay downe the extent of this exception,and alſo an- 
{wer a queſtion, both in ene. 


For why ? here it is objeRted- by ſundry Children (as I Childrens ob. 


toucht before) that, as neare as they can,they obſerving the / 


rules of God} in religious and apt choice, and being now to ©,..1. fig. ©, 
ſtrike up the match, they ſay, The parents or guardians (at th-ir marrix- 
leaſt of one ſide) wilfully withdraw their conſent. To whom gez, anſwered, 


I muſt anſwer with mach caution, for the {afegarding ef a 
parents 
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Counſell to 
ſuch children, 


parents honour : Firſt, ye children deware leſt you put any 
unjuſt affront upon your parents, that inay cauſe this rigour 
you complaine of, and open their mouthes againſt you. For 
if you doe, their cauſe mult be heard when you muſt ſtand 
by. Pur caſe that it fall out that your match be nat faulty, 
after your tryall of each other : howbeit you upon the prey 
ſumption thereof have beene your owne carvers,and carried 
all with your owne wits, leaving your parents to ſerve your 
turne after : and hereupon the parent being offended, looks 
not ſo much at the fitneſle of the match, as at his owne con- 
tempt : who Tan in ſuch a caſe juſtifie you ? In this caſe, c- 
ſpecially if rhe parents be py gn unable to value the 
price of a good husband or wite, I ſee not what courſe you 
ſhould cake, but to humble your ſelves for your offence, con- 
fidering in your ewne caſe, how —_— you. would 
have beene to beſo ſerved. Parents, I grant,ſhould not on- 
ly hearken to, but runne and ride to ſeeke out good matches 
tor their children, if any occafien be offered, and yet many 
of them are ſo ſtout, peeviſh, ſ{elfe-willed and envious, that 
of all other matches, they will crofle them moſt which arc 
the beſt. But yet, you children, crofle not them, by forcing 
unequall conditions upon parents, 1n conſenting to your 
marriages. Although you be granted to be religious, yet it 
becomes not you to thinke fo well of your ſelves,that being 
nnequallin ſtate and ſtocke,. or in other reſpects, you will 
force the marriage of one that hathgreat meanes, under co- 
lour of religiefh. For in this caſe a parentis not bound, but 
hath his excuſe. If God ſhould move a parent in'this caſe, 
conſidering how few are religious or thrifty, to match their 
children under-foot forthe world inreſpct of grace, it is 
welland gvod : embrace their good will thankfully, Bat 
to obtrude your own worth upon heir affections, you ought 
not: whether the parents bee religious or not. The like I 
ſay, if the = pas lye in any other kinde : This by 
way of digreſhon ; that children bee ſure of it , that theur 
matthes be conſonant and agreeable to the rule; for they 
may be godly, and yet not apt matches. Bat to anſwer the 
queſtion,as it lyes, If I ſay your matches be truly equall, yet 
your 
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your parents willner yeeld: Then, firit, Let ſuch children 

count it the crofſe, that they are fallen upen ſuch parents ; 

let theni not domineere over them, and ontſhoote the divell 

in his owne bow , of reſolution and ſtomack ; but humbly 

ſavuic ro the parents , as parents in generall, ſeeking byall { | 

meanesto winne their love and reſpeR, firſt or laſt, by your 

obedience and well-pleaſing : that they may ſee it and ay, V 

My child 1s as carefull to give me content, as to ſerve his 

owne turne. And ( it need require ) let ſuch friends be uſed 

by way of mediation, as may beſt alay their eppofite mindes , 

ſhewing them the ill conſequents thereof : And laſtly ſet 

on the Lord alſo to encounter their untratable hearts, hum- 

bly ſupplicating that he would turne the hearts of fathers to'\\ | | F 

the children, tomeltthem, and to give them the cies of *** 4 ®% 

Doves, inſteed of Crocodiles. If all theſe prevaile not, then 

(the diſcipline of the Church being in force ) courſe ought Parenes obſii. 

to be taken to make complaint of ſuch wrong , viz. that a vate in con- 
arent abuſeth his or her authority to hurt, and therefore _— _ 

1mplore the aide both of the Church and of the Magiſtrate , *'*?*** 

toreduce parents into due order : for they themſelves muſt 

know;,that they are under Authority,and no further made the 

Iudges over the children, then as they can anſwer to God 

for their goed carriage therein. : And fo alfo torequire ſuch 

a Childes portion from them, aSin ſuch caſe is fit : But, if 

children cannot meet with ſuch releefe, I leave them under 

the crofſe which God hath caſt upon them, to take it up 

meekly and beare it, till God cafe their chaine. But , if the ye, 16. x5, 

father conſent and the mother onely be obſtinate, they may 

with good conſcience notwithſtanding proceed, yeelding 

all due reſpec to her. So much for this. 

Another queſtion heer mooved is this. Put caſe that two Queſtions 2 
partjes have got the affeRions of each other , bur the father bout Parents 
en his deathbed, diſſent ard forbid the marriage : whether co-ſenr,ans 
is the conſcience of the child abſolutely fo tyed by thoſe ir- {wered, 
revecable words, that be or ſhe may not dare to attempt 
marriage? I anſwer, that child which out of an honourable 
reſpe@ ſha!l wholy forbeare, tor feare of after {cruples ; or 
ſhall piouſly enchne to —_— doubtlefle they bewray a 

very 
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very awfull heart tothe counſelt of their parent, eſpecially if 
they be convinced ofan overruling E_ determining 
the buſinefſe. But to affirme dire&tly, that a child is alway 
bound to obey in ſuch a caſe, I dare not.. Many circumſtan- 
ces muſt be obſerved, next to the rule : and therefore firſt I 
ſhall thinke it fit in this buſineſle, that the parties reſigne u 
themſelves to the judgement of ſome wiſe and impartia 
men, who ( without playjng bootie ) may judge whether 
ſach a marriage be according to God, or not. If not, they 
ought ſo. much the rather to diffolve it , as being not onely 
contrary to parents will, but Gods rule alſo. And then there 
is no more to be ſaidin it :. fora pious child eught not to 
violate ſuch a band as this, upon any affe&ion to the other 
party ,. or like pretence. But if the marriage be found good 
and equall : then ought it not te be broken off, through the 
parents refuſall at his death: But the will of God being con- 
ceived to be for it ,. the parents will muſt not contradid his, 
And hereto adde, that it muſt indifferently be enquired, fir{t 
whetherthe parent were a man truly judicious te pronourice 
ſucha ſentence? elſe ſure its a deadly ſnare. Againe whe- 
ther in his life he permitted the parties to conſort in ordina- 
ry, till they had wonne each others heart :. for in that caſe, 
his deniall is doubly injuſt : eſpecially if he have;aQually 
given conſent during life , and changed it without ground. 
Alſo whether he were not alike various 1in other his con- 
verſation, eaſily drawne to or fro by ſmall peiſwaſion : 
Likewiſe whether he have not in other of his childrens mat- 
ches, beene hardly drawn to conſent , no reall cauſe of his 
diſſent appearing : whether refuſall might not proceed 
from ſome other ſiniſter cauſe,, and not the diſlike of the 
match it ſelfe ; as from privity to his weake eſtate, loth 
to disburſe much , aſhamed to come ſhort of the. worlds ex- 
peation for diſcredit ſake , or the like, . If- probably 
theſe _ doe appeare, I thinke the. bare religion of the 
fathers laſt ſentence ,. ought not to prevaile againſt more 
forcible reaſons to the contrary : and upon the weighing of 
thele caſes , the parties ought to thinke that they heare the 
veice of God, to beare downe the. parents ; —— ſe 
ca 
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dead parent, cannot alter his words, yet it may be ſuppoſed 
he would have altered it, if he had lived, becauſe he ought. 
For this ſo much. If any more queſtions ariſe , I will han- 
dle them in ſome of the uſes following , which now I he- 
ſten unto. And whereas they dee concerne both children 
in _ of duty , and parents in point of dignity , firſt of 
the firlt, 


And firſt here is bitter reproofe, yea terror, to all ſuch x7, x, 


refractory children, as have not onely digrefſed from , but 
direRly tranſgrefſed againſt this rule. It the duty of chil- 
dren be ſo manifeſt, how1s it , that ſo many children doe at 


Reproofe. 


Terror co all 
when hadbodher Fx rebellious 
once vreake through this divine edict, as great flies through c1,14,eo,who 


cobwebbes,by the ftronger lawes of their own wills ? Doe marry againſt 
you fo degenerate ( O ye impes ) from all medefty and o- therr Parents 


bedience ? That whereas you might _ not onely with- conſenc, 


inthe ranke of your education, but alſo of religion, and the 
feare of God ; now through your wilfull contempt of pa- 
rents, not onely you chuſe you nnequall husbands among 
Oſtlers and Scavengers, ( for theſe are honeſt trades ac- 
cording to their places ) but te graceleſſe ones, and (uch 
as are deſervedly by-words of reproack for their ſwearing , 
drun'cennes and all profanenes ? Is this a parents requitall at 
your hands, that when there is no other trouble, that ſhould 
bring the gray haires of your parents to their graves,then the 
treachery of thoſe which came out of their loines and 
wombs thould do it? For,as for the beggery you bring upon 
your ſelves, who ſhould pitty them, who wrong themſelves 
willingly , and chuſe themſelves ſuch a portion ? Oh ! but 
( ſay ſome of theſe ) we did it in a ſuddaine paſſion of love, 
and is not that to be pitied ? I anſwer, conſidering what 
conſtant miſery, your ſhort paſfion hath procured you, your 
ſelves are like to have the work of it : it were well, ifo- 
thers would learneto be wiſer by pittying your folly. But, 
there is more init thenpaſſion. For why? How many ot ſuch 
rebellious ones do we meet with daily , who contrary to all 
their patents counſels , letters, running and ridiag after 
them, threats if they venture, promiſes if they obey, not- 


withſtanding all the feares and jealoulies, warnings and 
M 3 watche 
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11; ouch, Watch-words of their parents, yet with deepe difſembling 
_ i. andlyes, count it their chiefe happineſſe to keepe off the 
ſwered, as will ſuſpicion of that from their notice, which | 6 on the ſud- 
be loole in du- daine they dare ruſh upon, the molt clandeſtine and deſpe- 
ty totheir Pa- rate matches that may be ! yea, after they have engaged 
—_— - ns * themſelves to their parents by vowes and obteltations to the 
at _ contrary, that they thought they ::.ightrely upon them, E/a. 
tyed .. them, 63-1. as children that will not lye, yet then have they 
in meanes and broken through all bands ; Ifay, what 1s this, but the depth 
maintenance. gf ſybtilty and villany ? But ſtill they objeRt, The buſineſle 
was ſo ſuddenly brought to pafle by perſwaſton,as we could 
not prevent it. Why ? Do you wonder that your way ſhould 
be ſo ſmooth, having ſuch a fator of hell as you conſult 
with, to prom it ? Such Proctors as fora tenne ſhillings 
matter will ;jcence it,for halfe ſo much diſpatch it,and ſend 
you packing to woe and miſery ? No, no, Theeves (hall ne- 
ver want receivers and concealers. But, ftill you will ſay, 
It ſhould not have beene done, but now its done and paſt ; 
Tis true, its done ſtrongly enough, I grant, for parents muſt 
digeſt that which they cannot vomit ; But the neceſlity of 
the knot excuſes not the knitting. And,you ſhall have many 
lookers on upon ſuch matches, who will ſpeake much for 
them ; the caſe being none of their owne, who, #fit were 
their owne lot to have ſuch children, would bee ready to 

Toh, 9. 5. calt the firſt ſtone at them, and of all others, be moſt impla- 
cable with them. To whom I ſay, Iuſtifie not ſin in others, 
fuſpend your cenſure till it be your owne lot, aS1ts ike to be 
the ſooner, if you excule it. 

Oh ! but for pitty ſake, you muſt now helpe them with 
ſome meanes to maintaine them ina hard world 1 why ? 
will not love alone maintaine you in coole blood, as well as 
it did in hot ? what ? have you forſaken your parents in the 
maine, and come you now unto them for the by ? ſhall you 
have the pleaſure, and they the burden ? Alas you divide 
badly ! Nay, nay, you malt hold to you to what you have 

Parents my Choſen; Parents have but ſmall zoy to maintaine theeves 
_w _ and traytors with their meanes and eſtate, it colt them more 
dren,and whyz *©E getting, then your caſie matches coſt you, But til they 

| alledge 
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alledge, Would: you have God deale fo hardly with you, 
when you repent ? I anſwer, God forbid, but (if there bee 
any ſound repentance wrought in you) you ſhould bee as 
freely pardoned, as wee ourſelves dehire to be forgiven of 
God !. But if youthinke to tye God to your ſleeves fo tarre 
to follow you with grace and repentance as faſt as you ſin, 
or to accept of that for ſound, which you ſay is ſo,you much 
miſtake it : he knoweth well if he ould thus eafily be baft- 
fied by one , he ſhould have? enoughy of your cuſtome for 
ever. But ſtill you infiſt ; Let us bee accepted to favour as 
before. I anſwer, Its a greater matter then ſo. If we could 
as eaſily purge your hearts, as parden you, wee would imi- 
tate God, who doth both at once. But ſince we cannot, we 
muſt deale with you as David dealt with Ab/alon, though 
upon a ſhew of ſubmiſſion, he forgave him the puniſhment, 
yet (by your leave) he commanded him to his honſe, and 
received him not to favour. And as David wiſely abſtained 
from that in diſcretion, for teare of nouriſhing up the reſt of 
his children to the like treachery : fo parents had need ra- 
ther to {et up ſuch children as Beacons to thereſt of their 
fry, to ſcate thew from the like attempts, then (as many 
fooles do) by over haſty reconciliation, under hope of their 
repentance, to encourage them totread in the like ſteps, 
There will be time enough for that when they have bitten 
longer upon the bridle, and had leaſure to repent that in 
coolenes which in their keat they committed, And ſo much 
for this firſt Branch. 

It alſo confutes the praQtice of ſuch children,as,althoug 
they will ſeeme to rely up2n the conſent of parents, and 
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cannot be condemned by men in the buſinefſe, yet its not guar of Ba. 
out of any honour or ob{cquiouſneſle to parents, from con= rents by chil- 
ſcience of the duty, or beholding Geds authority in them ; 4ren, is fin- 
but from policy and neceflity,becauſe = know the parent full- 

a 


is the purſe-bearer : and as the proverb fſaith,Be it better or 
worſe, we muſt be ruled by him that beares the purſe. Theſe 
may ſay of themſelves as hee once did, I ſweare with my 
mouth, but I carry an unfworne heart within me ; ſo,in fact 
I yeeld, but my heart is unloyall. So that (they ſay) the 
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muſt be well adviſed, for feare of overthrowing all. If their 
parents ſhould take a pritchat their negle&, they might leſe 
a future friend, and forfeit the hopes of their owne good e- 
ſtate : and how then ſhould they doe? Thisis the pad 1n 
ſtraw, this forces the eye of many children to be upon their 
parents, and to make them a grand marke or obje& of their 
duty. I fay toyou, as in another ſenſe Pax! ſpeakes, Let 
every man have the cauſe of his owne comfort within him- 
ſelfe, ard not without : let not the duty of a childe be reſi- 
dent upon the fathers ability,to benefit him,or to croſfſe him: 
ſothat a parent may thanke his wealth for his childes ſer- 
vice, and ſay, If it had not beene filver'd or guilded over, it 
would never have proved. But, let 1t proceed from ſinceri- 
ty. Some will ſay, Its well that it comes any way. I an- 
{wer: Halfe a loafe is better then no bread : for by this 
meanes order is kept in converſation, and many abſurdities 
held off, though there be ne thanke tothem for their obedi- 
ence. For,ſurely if ſuch children could draw from their pa- 
rents what they liſted to fiſh from them, as that Prodigall 
did, with a word ſpeaking, they would ſoone bid duty a- 
die, and cut out the cloth in their owne faſhion, marrying 
aSthey liſt : wherefore yeeld this honourto thy parents en- 
tirely, as their due : Be humbled jf it have not beene fo; 
make your peace with God for this, as well as for any of- 
fenceelſe whatſoever ; elſe God may exerciſe thee by ſome 
wawelcome buftetting, to thy coſt, and perhaps make thee 
to behold that ſin whichthou wert blinded in, in the glaſle 
of like diſobedience of thy childe to thee, vea ſuch a childe, 
as (of all others) thou prefumed(ſt would be moſt faithfull to 
thee ; Do as theu wouldeſt be don#unto ; meaſure out to o- 
thers as thou wouldeſt have them to meaſure backe unto 
thee. So much for this ſecend. 

Thirdly, this taxes other children alſo, who will perhaps 
ſuffer their parents to carry ſome ſtroke with them jn their 
matches, but themſelves will have the chicfe hand in it, and 
it mult come inafter the matter concluded betweene them- 


their contract, ſelves. And then, at laſt, leſt they ſhould incur the reproch 


is taulty, 


of refraftory ones, they temporize-and flatter their parents, 
cauſing 
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cauſing them firſt tothinke well of, and then to ratifie their 
marriages ; rather indeed to ſalve their owne credit; and for 
neceſſity ſake, then becauſe they are willing. Theſe coun- 
terfeit actors and forces of conſent,(as ifit were voluntary 
ſin agaipft the rule of Conſent of parents: Shall a childe 
binde the parent to the good abearing in this kinde,and then 
by his content, countenance and ſhrowd his owne a, in it 
ſelfe unwarrantable ? Conſent is the parents due:but whiles 
thou doſt urge it unjuſtly, thou makelt it thine owne work. 
Thou either Joſt perſwade thy parent really to thinke well 
of thy deing, and thats to gull him :- or «ſe onely to 
make ſhew of it, and thats to make him e quivocate like tly 
ſelfe. 


Shortly therefore, I exhort all couples that intend marri- Y/e 2. 
age, to lay away all cevers of ſhame, to remove all colours, Exhortation 
ſhifts, ſubornations of parents , and goe to worke plainly, rt» mirry with 
deſerve, ſue,ſecke for the conſent of parents. Leave 1slight, Conſent of 
and ſweet : liberty againſt rule is pleaſant in the raſt,but bit- Parents, 


ternefſe is in the end of it. Remember that is the beſt mar- 
riage, whole ſweetneſle is beft in the bottome : a naturall 
moti@n is ſwifteft inthe end : now commonly matches of 
your owne making, are beſt at firſt, and worſt after. . Ayme 
at ſo peaceable a marriagegas may be ſo in a ſad ſtrait and af- 
fliftion, and may not purſue and accule a man, when he is 
wounded and fore : hich an- one as will not upbraid the 
ſoule, and ſay, Thisday I remember my fin : and I feele this 
rod was of mine owne making. - That which Paul ſpeakes 
of the Magiſtrate, Obey him not for compulſion ,-but for 
conſcience ſake, for he beares not the ſword in vaine : fo 
here, For the parentrepreſents not God in vaine, and his 
voice isthe voice of heaven : Better erre with a parent 
then doe well witheut him. It ſhall be as health to thy na» 
vill,and marrow ts thy bones: it fhall procure bleſſing from 
thy parent, whoſe curfe is worſe then a Popes with booke, 
bell, and Candle.Obey them who are ſet over you, for good, 
for their ſorrew will not bee your joy : you provide ill in 
grieving them. E/as and his race were Lord Dukes for ma- 
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becca with his wives, loſt him his birthright, and at the laſt 
coſt him ruine. Honour-thy father and mother therefore, 
that thy dayes may be long in the land which the Lord hath 
giveri thee. Say thou deny thy ſelfea little in this : ſay thou 
muſt conflit with a crabbed untraable parent, yet behold 
God in a parent,when thou canſt not in a good one : winne 
him by humility, conteſt not,a fathers ſpirit will not endure 
it ; duty may overcome and breake his heart, but wilfull 
oppoſition will marre all. And I ſpeake not chis onely in 
caſe of young couples, living under their parents roofe, but 
in what diſtance ſoever they live. Nor, in caſe onely that 
the parent be wiſe, ſolid, judicious, holy : for ſuch a one 
claimes it by many reſpe&ts : but, even when ſeely , when 
unwiſe, irreligious, and obftinate. The good parent may 
pray for thy ſucceſle, as well as endow _ enrich thee. But 
the bad and prepoſterous cannot forfeit his right to us 
childe, though he may diſable it : he muſt have the honour 
of thy conſen', though thou canft not enjoy the good of 1t. 
Above all, let religious children beware of prevarication in 
this kinde; calling in queſtion their fincerity this way: yea, 
though they meet with many rubbes 1n their way : yetlet 
them by their good converſation, prevaile with parents, 
and ſeeke God to breake and mollitie thetr parents ſpirits,ra- 
ther then to exaſperate. Yea, [et mothers have this honour 
as well as fathers : perhaps they can better adviſe : howſo- 
ever, they have merited this honour as well as fathers. Yea 
Jet all ſuch as are ſet in place of ſuch by marriage of owne 
rm_ all tutors, guardians, and governours ſhare in this 

inde. Thinke not that your youth and wit can ſee further 
inthis kinde then theirs : children will ſay that old folke 
dote, and are fooles : but old ones know that children are 
ſo: God hath given them as props, therefore deſife them 
not. . Andto end,l ſay unto you as Abigail to David, lt ſhall 
not grieve you one day, but much comfort you, chat you 
have not made fad a loving parent. You ſhall never have 
cauſe to repent yau. The way of the Lord. (faith Salomon ) 
is trength to them that walke uprightly. The word efGod 
(faith Mica) is good to him that is upright, Though there 
; were 


on) > EAI a> 


r * 
| _ 


_ i. & .c 725, _ £@©T. AC WP "me # - 


CC CY Hin Yu IP = mos 


PROS COLEY DO EIS 


- o 
vs Wa. 


mn ——_—— 


© ————_ 
. 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. | 39 


were no reward for it, yet there is reward enough, even in 
this, I have denyed my ſclfe, and obeyed. Se much for this 
former branch, the duty of children to parents herein. 
The ſecond branch concernes the dignity ef parents. g,,,cy , 
They muſt conceive, that even in their priviledge there ly- Hy « p.. 
eth a duty tos, to God, to the childe. They ſay as the ceacs. 
Centurion did, I my ſelfe am nnder authority. Therefore ,,, 
here is {ad reproofe to parents, for a world of abuſes. Truly ,, cm = 
moſt parents may thanke themſelves for their childrens dit- | egle& the 
reſpe@ in this kinde : they never ſought to nurture them care of their 
up in Gods feare : to informe and teach them in the trade Children. 
of Gods way, or their owne: But either out of a foolifh 
affection and pitty, will never ſee ought amiſle in them, as 
Adonija and Abſalon were to David: (and the fruit was ſus 
table :) or a great and falſe opinion they have of their chil- 
drens dexterity and ſufficiency in this kinde, which 1s the 
high way to tkeirruine : or elſe they offend in a baſe and de- 
enerate ſoftneſſe, which kinders them from maintaining 
their authority in their childrens hearts : Too much fami- 
liarity 4 contempt : and if a ſervant over cockered,will 
looke to be as a child, then will a ctuld looke to be haile fel- 
low well met with a parent. . There is a mediocrity be- 
tween exceſſe of rigor in many parents, whereby they are \7e2ts w_ 
ſo darke and aloofe from their children, :s if they were *,, way be- ; 
{ome other mens children,and their ſlaves; (which imbreeds yycenc ouſte- 
bad thoughts of them, baſe qualities of ſavility and hollows- ry, and foily 
nes in chilldren, and exaſperates their ſpirits againſt them: ) IS ther | 
It cauſes Chidrente thinke themſelves (lighted, and as in o- Cm 
ther points, ſo in marriage, as if parents were too high to 
take thought for it. Difference (1 ay ) there is betweene 
aulterity, and the contrary cxtreame , of fooliſh familiarity. 
For by this, children grow ſo ſawcy and effeminated , that 
they thinke it almoſt ridiculous to —_— , whether 
their parents will conſent to their choices : 'becauſe they 
have beene wont to be ſoothed in all, by them, and never 
croſſed, Pal ſayth well to young Timothy, ſee that no man 
deſpiſe thee. So I to old parents. Doe nothing which 
which might forfeit thy authority inte the hand of thy Boy, 
| N 
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or Girle, Of all fach I ſay, as old Facob to Renben , Thy dig- 
nity is gone. Lay the foundation ,, O'parent of that privi- 
bolnn which thou wouldeſt preſerve te thy ſelfe,in the wiſe 
menaging of thy childs ſpirit while he 1s yong and tender ; 
for thats the ſeaſon of leavening lim with fach principles , 
as muſt worke after. | 


Be 0ifrs ang. Order" parents fo love their exfe and vacation from care 
reſpects of Pa. and ſollicitude,that, rather then they wonl1 take the paines, 
rents in diſre- they chuſe to commut all to. wind and weather, leave allto 


'P! 


_=-g their the will of the children , hit they, or miſſe they, they care 
1ores, 


not. Doe we know ( ſay they ), what will fit and content 
our Children, what woman they would fancy , or diſtaſte? 
If we ſhould negotiate in this werke, owr children perhaps, 
would beſhrew us, for ever after, and never love us more, 
We for our parts have given our ſelves content in our wives 
and matches,and we have done well-(God be thanked) and 
ſo (we hope) may they alſo. Surely you teach your children 
good divinity. They fee ſmall religion ſerves your turne , 
and you are better without it , then withit : and they ſee , 
that if they fhonld marry any better then the parents, the 
goodnefle of a wife would be but a ſaperflous obje& to 
them, if not a continnall eycſore, and therfore they tread 
in their ſteps , like child ftrives to give content to- like 
parent. 

Other parents are alſo ſo imconſtant in their humors,an& 
aimes at their childrens matches , that they can never come 
to a point with themſelves about them : Their hearts are 
carnall, and therfore never ſatisfied. For, either on the one 
fide , they are ſo wedded to the peny, that ( although they 
very well might ) they are loth to part with any thing, for 
the preſent, to procure —_ portions for the children: 
Or cle, they ſeeing their eſtate tov narrow fortheir proud 
hearts , and ſcorning that they ſhonld match their children 
no better,then they can ; forbeare altogether to yeeld con- 
ſent to any :: though'the yeares and defires of the poore 
children crave it : Or elfe they aime at fach portibns for 
their heires, for the helping forward of their daughters 
matches, or clic booke at ſuch concurrences of birth and 

parts, 
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parts, that ſcarle any can pleaſe them. Others are accefſa- 
rie to their childrens bad matches, by their unprevention 
and dalliance : ( as before hath beene a and per- 
mitting their children unſcaſonable commerce and long ac- 
quaintance With ſuch, as they know to be ſutable compa- 
nions, cannot breake them off after, when they would , be 
cauſe they are ſnared. Others are too ſatagent and bufic a» 
bout their childrens matches, fer they being led by no 
groundes nor ſound reaſons, but fancie, doe perſwade 
their children to ſuch matches, as become moſt fnaring 
and uncomfortable ta them for cver after , ({clling them to 
Seth lty onely about the match it ſelf 
Neither are parents guilty onely about the match it ſelfe, 
but alſe the cena y = why ? threugh their _ — 
indiſcreet love to their welfares , and their ambitious de» rents in —_ 
fires for their childrens enhaunſ{ments, they grant greater much love to 
jointures to their eldeſt then their eſtates will permit , and Children, 
ſodamnifie the reſt of their better deſerving children, and 
either muſt runne themſelves into endlefſe debts by berrow- 
ing for them, or clſe be at their curtefie for the releaſing of 
that , which they might have kept ſtill in their owne hands, 
By this folly they doe a double miſchiefe : for firſt they ſet The. degree? 
the clder on float , te be ſome great perſons, and raiſe up 
their ſpirits above their eſtates, drawing them to great cx- 
ence, company, and at laſt to ruine : and then for the ma» 
Foun of the cldeſt a Gentleman , they muſt leave the reft ts 
beggery : either baſely to depend upon their brother for 
meanes ( which commonly falls ſhort , and com-s to ne- 
thing). or clſe to take debauched courſes, to itcale, to 
ſherke for their living. Thus the folly of parents ( upon the 
ſequele of their childrens firſt matching ) filles the world 
with bare younger bretheren, with hangbies, and idle ones, 
ſnaring them with perpetua lldiſcord and quarrells, and at 
laft bringing them to moſt diſhonorable ends. No, no: you 
p—_ wile, «od hath made you your childrens carvers: 
et your houſe in order,and doe not make confuſion _—— 
your poſterity , to pleaſe the humor of one chuld ; letal 
have childrens parts : Doe not ruſh your ſelves —_ ſuch 
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debts\, as your heires muſt{be faine to take all, andpayall 
and ſo fleece the reſt ; Let the eldeſt ( carrying himſclfe 
well ) have a double portion ( eduCatior. being conſidered 
which the eldeſt are ſureſt of ) and the reſt , a competent 
allowance ; for perhaps they may do as much good 1n their 
places after, as the clder, if not more, for grace doth not al- 
way goe wich Birthc1ght. $41 . 

But , above all follics in this kind, that is moſt eminent, 
when parents, to make their children great , thruſt them- 
ſelves out of all , that their chuldren might ſucceed them in 
their places, holding the candle to them, while they doe all, 
and a& their parts upon the ſtage. And by this meanes, 
both father and mother , which have lived 1n good ſort all 
their time, cone in their old daies to depend wholy upon 


their Childrens curteſie ; That part of their life, which of 


all others, requires beſt attendance and maintenance; mutt 
now become moſt ſhiftkeſſe and deſolate. They- muſt 
come out of the hall into the kitchin, fit at tables gnd, or in 
the chimny corner with a: poore pittance ſentthem, and at 
Jaſt die in diſcontent, and repenting themſclves of their fol- 
ly. Bu ,ifthey may be at good tearm:s, upon condition of 
being their ſervants both without doors and. within;as droils 
and drudges, they may deeme themieves well apayd. For 
when all ſtrength and ability is gone, then are they no lon- 
ger ſet by, but caſt up for hawkes mear, deſpiſed , counted 
as burdens, wherefore to be eaſed would be no ſmall j oy to 
their children: And it its worſe with ſome parents,becaufe 
they liveto ſee all ſpent and conſumed, e're they die, one 
and other, Rocke and branches , all withered and come to 
naught... Be wiſe , youparents, yecld not your ſelves cap- 
tives and priſoners to your Children : no priſon can bee 
more yrkc{ome to a parent;then a ſonne or daughters houfe: 
Traft neither ofthem in this caſe, for in truth, your ſelves 
make the ſnare,and your children put it on you : you wron 
your children in putting that into their hands , which God 
hath denied thent: Love muſt deſcend, not aſcend : its not 
naturall (faith Pawl) for children to provide for parents, 
Luc for parents to provide for them, therefore invert -not 
; providence. 
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providence. Looke to your conſent, and looke to thoſe 
conſequences following upon your conſent ; be ſure- to 
hold ſtroake ſufficient in your hand, for the ſecuring of love 
and duty from your children. Yoa will ſay, all children are 
not alike in this caſe : its true; but the beſt will bite, and the 
ordinance of God muſt be attended unto, as the ficſt rule in 
ſuch eaſes as theſe. Sure bind, fnre find : if you muſt needs 
come downezrather chyſe to fall intothe hands of God,then 
your cluldren. 

Neither muſt I paſſe by GuatJians and Governours of Or- ,,,c.:..: 
phans in this point : many of whom being lefc as menagers Guardians 
of the ſtocks and portions of children, being now ſecure of and Gover- 
any cie to {ce or Judge them , doe molt trechereuſly betray 7915 of Or- 
pooore children to miſery, both before , and in their marri- ph = Po —_ 
ages. They make the childrens monies , payments of their |,@ (nu.e 
debts, enhanſing of their owneſtates, and houskeepings : yas, 
bringing up the children at meane termes , binding them to 
baſe = mA and expoſing them to the hardeſt conditions , 
for back, belly, and conſcience. When their time of pay- t, 
ments come , they bring in great billes of expences , under 
color, and pretend great deots, and charges lying upon 
them, - for the execution of the wills of the deceaſed : As 
for their matches,they put them offto inferiour perſons, ſuch 
as very mean portions may content and ſatisfieginterverting 
the reſt, to their owne ends : and by one cunning ſlight or 
other , cluding the-allegations and complaints of their or- 
phans, and leaving them to ſtand to their lot,or elle to finke 
1 their ſorrowes. Our dzies are full' of theſe examples : 
and as full of the juſt hand of God npen ſuch privic theeves 
and traytors asthoſe. Another ſort of Guardians authorized 
by the law to be fo, ( although of late God be thanked, bet- 
ter order is taken that-parents ornext of kin may be the un- 
dertakers for the children if they will goeto the price ) doe 
make a meere marquet of their orphans, and ſcll theinas 
ſheepe and ſwine for money. Quite overthrowing the pur- 
poſe of the law, which is to be faithfull for the good of the 
orphan. Inſtead of offering yea providing meet wives for 
them, ſuch as might beevery way futavle to their place, 

N 3 birth 


2. 


A— 


— 
_— 


— 


Matrimonial Honour : or, 


Wofull fruite 
kercot. 


birth and worth, what doe they ? Surely they turne to the 
ſpoile,and offer them {uch as they know will be anwelcome, 
and ſo thereby purchaſe a great fine unto themſelves, and 
leave them to their owne Choice and fortunes. Others,more 
difſhoneſtly , force baſe and inconvenient matches upon 
them; cither matching them to their owne children, and ſo 
rayſing their owne dltates thereby : or elſc, ſelling them for 
mony to others; ( and whichis wort of all) leſt the orpham 
ſhould ſaſpet and ſhunne the offer propounded ; what doc 
they ? They marry them in their childhood at 10. 12. or 13. 
yeares of age , long before the time of meet cohabitation , 
ſending the one'to travaile, till he have falfilled his yon 
wives yeares: who when they returne, come to them wit 
a forced affection, and that breeds diſdaine, where there 
ſhould be greateſt affeftion. And hereby growes: ſuch di- 
ſtaſte betweene the parties , that they abandon each others 
fcllowſhip,bed and boord,expoſe each others to moſt deſpe= 
rate ſnares, andto promiſcuous lults : and, it there be any 
reconciliation wrought, its but violent, and the curſed fruits 
ef the ſeparation doe ſo diſtemper their hearts, that they fall 
at new Jarres for their unchaſtity , and _—_— of bodies ; 
they renounce ſome of the children, as none of their owne, 
and fo, doe but paſſe on « moſt uncomfortable time of mar- 
riage, more diſmall, then to live in a wilderneſſe, becauſe 
the neceſlity of an unwelcome chaine, makes it doubly 
weariſome.And as themnſeves, fo they who were the authors 
of ſuch matches, do live together at deadly feude , at conti- 
nuall ſutes, the one ſtriving to revenge himſdfe upon the 0- 
ther, till both their eſtates be ruined. I doe not hereby ex- 
clude Guardians from that due reſpe&t which the law affor- 
deth when their care and reſpe& to their orphans welfare is 
lutableto the calling of a Governoar : But, whatſoever the 
law allots, the conſcience of one that feares God ſhould be 
fo tender, that themſelves being no leſers , inreſpeR of the 
charge which they have bin at,, they ſh6uld deale with the 
orphan mercitully in all other reſpe& of advantage, which 
a inan of no coaſcience would encroach upon. Such as 
looke at their own peace and the honour of their profcefiian, 
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will be wary , in ſuch andertakings , to make their retreat 
fure, that nothing may after be cat upon them, which might 
crocke their name or religion, 'or give occufionte others, 
either to ſtumble at the praftice, or tomake it at a prefident 
tor the like impiety. 

To conclude, I {ay this to all parents , who will be ruled 
by the word, boaſt not of your honour and priviledge, to 
doe hurt with :. Shunne all thofe baſe diſtempers of which 
I have treated at large , as the infamies and reproaches of 


Vſe of exhor. 
cation of pa- 


rents to attend 


their Children 
in this great 


bad parents, or rm—_ : Sinne not on either hand,ether work. 


on the right, or left, neither by baſe fluggiſh negle& and 
contempt of this charge, nor yet by -any abuting of your li- 
berty , to the prejudice of your children.. But walke in'the 
cleere way of duty. To which end, conſider, your preroga- 
tive is allstted you by Ged,no otherwiſe,then that you might 
undertake the duty, more c -. Be circumſpeR, pain- 


full, wiſe and helpfull to your children,” ({o farre as your 


meanes will admit ) with a free , beteaming heart : Gold 
tries your love and integrity,by this occafion. Times are now 
wane ſuch, that the beſt parents cannot improve their 
ove and afeRtion to their well deſerving children, as were 
to be wiſhed : the world'is at fuch an high rate, that they 
wheſe eſtates are not very great , can hardly light upon a 
comely ſitable match,eſpecially for daughters: there being 
none {ſo meane new adaics, but looke for as good portions, 
as in our predeceffors time , would have beene thought a 
very good portion formen thrice above their faſhion : And 
it is the diſeaſe as well of the children of God, asof men, 
to flight good matches , where exceſſe of portion attends 
not: yea,l am per{waded,i:s the cauſe why Gods hand is fo 
manifeſt in the ill fuccefle of moſt matches, becauſe God 
was never & little looked at in marriages, as now. But as 
for theſe things, let buth good parents and children , count 
it their affli&tion : beare 1t meckely , and leave it to God. 
Let your love be nevertheleſſe , to doe then the good you 
can. It is not in your power to do all you would : God will 
have ſomewhat left to himlelfe : Smaller matches with 
Godsprelence and blefſing, (for ought I ſee ) may in ſhort 


time, 
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time , equall farre greater, in ſucceſſe. Doe that for your 
children, both in your education, meanes, counſell, prayers, 
providence which is in your power to doe , and as for the 
the reſt , remember , marriages are made in heaven , and 
thence muſt expe their happineſle : you can doe no more 
then you can. And, for this whole argument , viz, conſent 
of parents, thus much. 


Cuiaize. V. 


Touching 4 contra? What it meanes. The ſubſtance 
of it. Anſwer to ſome queſtions about it 


Second digrel.. Oncerning this argument , the firſt enquirie, will be a- 


Gon to the 


bout the word ( contrat ) how and in what ſenſe 


point of Con- we here uſe it : Then touching the necellity or indifference 


tracts 


Contradt in 
what ſenſe 
.rc uſcd, 


thereof. Thirdly , concerning the performance and at of 


contra&ting. Fourthly, touching ſuch reaſons or reſpeRts as 
wherupon 1t may ſceme to be reaſonably practiſed. And then 
ſhall want ſuch quzres , as are or may be made againſt it, or 
about it. Laſtly we will conclude with ſome uſe of the 
point. For the former of theſe we here make a contra , a 
relative word importing an antecedent at betweene two 
parties, who intend marriage : that is te ſay,a private , mu- 
tuall,free,unconditionall promiſe, having paſt between theſe 
two perſons to marry each other , and no other. But here 
this contra& is not ment ; but a more ſolemne and open 
binding expreſſion of this former promiſe made, that it ma 

be ratitied and ſtrengthned, as becommeth a buſinefle of 1g 
great conſequence. So that before we come to any other 
conſideration, we mult needs premilſe a little, touching mar- 
riage promiſcs,madein private betweene the ſingle parties , 
( it being preluppoſed that they be not within degrees pro- 


hibited, and further that they be without all exception, of 


inconvenie:ice, orill report and ſcandall ( as in the caſe 
of cozen Germans is maiufeſt) an4 the nature thereof, For 
we 
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we maſt know, that although anexplicite or exprefled con- 
_ ; hathin it the greater force externall before men, to 

e the parties to marriage; yet the mutuall promiſes of p;omic; 
them both joyntly made , either at the farſt , or afterwards, RE 
doe as deepely binde them both before God , and in court root ot a con- 
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of conſcience, as the other doth.- And indeed the difference 
betweene them, is not formall, but accidenta)l: and both are 
true reall contracts, or covenants, the one as the other : and 
if there be ſomewhat in the expreſſed contrat which is not 
inthe other, in reſpe&t of outward obligation : then may 
there be truly ſaid to be ſomewhat in the former , which 1s 
fot in that , 1n reſpeRt of eſſence. For the being ofthe ex- 
prefſed contra reſts in the former , viz. in the deliberate, 
voluntari? , mutuall and honeſt reſolutions efthe partics a- 
mong themſelves : which being paſt , givethe eſſence to 
marriage, before the other came , and is the foundation and 
gyoun of the latter : For elſe it might be ſaid, that any paſ- 
age of expreſſion betweene two, before witneſle , falling 
from parties, _ in raſhneſſe, or in ſport, or upon a 
queſtion demanded , might carry the force of a contrat, 
which no manof any ſenſe can imagine : to wit, becaule 
the expreſſed contra before witneſſe, implieth a former 
mutuall conſent betweene them, not now to be queſtioned ; 
but yet for ſpeciall cauſes, to be mere ful:mnly and pub- 
liquely teſtified for avoyding of great inconvenience. And 
this appearecs plainly by the effet which a contract or pre- 
miſe produceth : and that is a great alteration in the parties, 
who before ſuch promiſe , were their owne and had the 
ſtroke in their owne hand , to diſpoſe of themſelves as they 
pleaſe : But , after their mutuall promiſe , they ceaſe ts be 
their owne, and paſſe over themſclves, ( not their money , 
or corne, or goods, but themſelves ) cachunder God to the 
other, ſo that now cach hath power over other, and onely 
one over the other. In ſo muck that whatſoever other pro- 
miſe ſhould poſſibly be made, by both of them , or either of 
them, to any other, beſides themſelves, if confelled, doth 
diſanull itſelfe , andis ipſo faRo voide, by vertue of the pre- 
contra or forepromiſe ſy made . But although it be de- 
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nyed, yet it neve: theles bindes them before God, ſo that they 
ſhall be for ever culpable before him,of treachery and ſpouſe- 
breach, without repentance. , If this were confidered , 
doubtlefle it would awe the ſpirits ef many hot and nn- 
ſtayed yoong ones , from ſuch attempts. But of that after. 
Heere onely I ſay , that ſeeing the true nature of ſelfe re. 
nouncing and ſelfe reſigning reſydes as really ina private 
promiſe, aSin a witneſſed contract , therfore they are not 
two things , but the ſame with divers circumſtances for 
ſpeciall reaſons, annexed. So much forthe acception of the 
word. 

To this I may adde,that in ſome caſcs,realls may counter- 


t afts as god yajle yerballs: whenas a thing done implies as much(in the 


as verball, 


age : and cannot in conſcience por righteouſnefſe be bro- 


judgement of a d.ſcreet man ) as a promiſe made in words. 
As if a perſon formezly intermitting a yuory to marry 
anothe: yet hearing , that ſhe is attempted by a new lover , 
ſhall repaire to the party and fay,ſo it is that you know there 
is love betweene you and me ofa long time depending, fo 
deep , that I dare not in conſcience, yeeld my right in you 
to any other , wherefore I pray you , it any fuch thing be 
offred , accept it not : this;in conſcience ties the party to 
marry her, and is equivalent in promiſe, ,and if there be wit- 
neſſe, it concludes againſt him, that ſhall deſert her. Why ? 
becauſe he defrandes her of a poſſibility of equall weight, 
to his owne marriage. So againe,a-man hathdefiſted to pre» 
ſecute an offer of marriage with a woman, Virgin, or wid- 
dow (allis one) and the woman adreſſes her ſelfe to a 
farre off dwelling , perhaps thouſands of miles out of the 
Kingdome : The man hearing of her drifc, comes to her, 
and tells her , that whereas there hath beene ſome inter- 
miffion of love and marriage-ſute a long time , yet now he 
cannot permit her to goe that long voyage, his love is {© 
ceepe towards her, -and therefore difiwades her jour- 
nNCey» . 

—< I fay, that athous#h the woman (if free before) is at 
her owne hand'to goe, or not to goe, yet if ſhe conſent to 
fray, the motion made is <quipellent to a promiſe of marr+- 
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ken off by the man. Many like inſtances might be uſed : but 
theſe areſufficient. 

The Vſe,&c:; This being thus , what ſhould the puniſh- 
ment be of ſuch counterfeits, and impudent varlets, who 
dare falſifie the matter of a premiſe, that is, impudently a- 
verre and beat downe a party, that there hath beene a co- 
venant and promiſe of marriage betweene them, when as 
yet never any ſuch thing was in the world ? I fay (ach per- 
fons ought to have the nttermoſt penalty inflicted that the 
Law Can impoſe : as being an extreame impeachment of 
the credit and eſtate of the innocent party, and a marke of 
intolerable audaciouſneſle in abuſing fo ſolemne a thing, to 
= counterfeit ends of baſe wretches, not meet to live in 
a Commonwealth. An example whereof wee have latel 
had in our Corner, by ſo much the more odions, becauſe 
inſolent. 

Before I paſſe from this point of promile,it may be asked, 
what promiſe dotk-realize marriage before God? I anſwer: 
Firſt, 1t muſt be ryutuall ; ſecondly, voluntary or free; third- 
ly, without error; I meane ſuch as deth overthrow and con- 
tradi it ſelfe. Firſt, it muſt be mutuall, and equal, not of 
one to the other onely,but of that other to him? For ifſuch 
a promiſe be a putting off ones ſelfe into the power of ano- 
ther : then,as no man can put himſelfe into anothers power 
without an a& of his owne refignation of the Lberty he had 
in himſelfe, ſoneither can each of the two parties give up 
their liberties without mutuall conſent each to other. For 
in marriage the yeelding up of the right of one, receives a 
r18ht in another:and therfore it muſt be mutuall and recipre- 
Call. If one thall pretend the promiſe of the other, and yet 
ſuſpend his owne,as thinking hereby to _ that party to his 
owne time and leaſure, kinfelfe being free,he is deceived. 
For warriage conſent muſt be mutuall ; and the yu with- 

drawing conſent, doth in that reſpe& extinguiſh and make 
fruſtrate the others promiſe from ſnaring the promiſer :- ex- 
cept afterward the other party alſo ſhall as freely come in 
as the other did,and ſo make the promiſe mutual and equall. 
I have heard of a fad accident in this kinde;that befell a ſai- 
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2. 


A free or vo- 
luntary one, 


tor to a maid, being a Gentleman of good perſonage,ke ſec- 
ing himſelfe to have wonne the affetions of the maid, and 
chinking himſelfe fure enough of her, without any deepe 0b- 
lging kimſclfe unto her , pleaſed himſelfe in his conqueſt, 
and there reſted : ſo long tillthe Gentlewoman perceiving 
her ſelfe lighted, fell to as deepe a difdaine of him, as hee 
had beene indifferent to ker: in ſo much as another match 
being offered her, ſhe embraced it. But the report thereof 
comming to the Gentleman,as he was playing very folemn- 
ly upon his Lute, he ſuddenly tart up,and breaking his Lute 
all to peeces, inſtantly went out of his wits. A notable 
Item to all,that they play not faſt and looſe in matter of inu» 
tuall promiſe, and ſpeedy diſpatch of marriage. Secondly, 
it muſt be free and voluntary, not drawne forch by circum- 
vention and ſubtill erickes or polices, cither of the par- 
ties themſelves, noryet their agents and ſpokeſmen : nor 
extorted by feare and threats, either of parents,(when they 
are defirous to put off their children for their caſe, and are 
ſet to diſpatch the matter) or by the parties themſelves, (as 
when the man menacing the woman, and attempting to ra- 
viſh her, except (hee conſent, or to doe other violence to 
her, doe hereby force a promiſe from her)or any other who 
are ativeinthe buſineſlc. And this I would have noted,that 
although parents doe not uſe any compulſory and terrifying 
courſes, to. draw ther Children to inconvenient matChes ; 
yet if they doe carry themſclves ſtearnly to their children in 
anindire&t way,. and refuſe to heare them who are third 
parties, uſing weighty reafons to diſlwade ; or if the parents 
dec not rather in meeknefle convince the childe by reaſons 
invincible out of the word,. or other reſpects of good rea» 
fon and diſcretion, that its a meet match,yeelding ſtilLtothe 
Childes objeRions, (who muſt bide by the forraw, when 
the parent goes free) then I ſay, That the overmuch reve- 
rentiall awe of the parent, ſmiting into the childe a loath- 
nefle to offend, —_ taking deliberation away from it,, that 
ſo its led in a Cord of neceſlity to doe that which elle. it 
would not doe : I ſay this ought to bee counted as a-com- 
pullion, and ſucha childe to. be pittied-and freed om the 

ON- 


«4a: > Wes 


— 


- _ 4 . 
% Fay 0 
FO ” <T INE 4. by 


EY 
\ hs © a _ 


—_—_— 


_ 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 


10l 


Contra :" Or, if marrjage procced, and ill. conſequences 
follow, they muſt be all faſtnced upon the parent, notupou 
the childe, and the childe may claimethe beſt amends. I fay 
then ſuch promifes binde not in conſcience, becauſe the 
princible of willingnefle is abſent : and the party would 
never have conſented, if fuch feare and compulſion had not 
beene uſed. I adde this, except afterward the party being 
freed from ſuch feare, and returning to her ſelfe, ſhall ex- 
prefle another conſent free and ingenuons : then the for- 
mer impediment cannot fruſtrate this latter promiſe. 


Thirdly; it muſt alſo be without deceit or falſe opinion : 3. A plaine 


arid that in ſuch a kinde. as oppoſeth marriage eflentially. _ 


Hence thoſe Hcatheniſh preſidents of marriages are fru- 
ftrate, when one ſexe marries the ſame, (Nero was an hor- 
rtble example)when an Eunuch marries a woman,or a wo- 
man marries an Hermophradite (one of the Epicene gen- 
der,) when a man isdeceived in the perſon,as Faceb in Lea, 
ptit into his bed in ſtead of Rabel: (notwithſtanding the at 
of copulation) but eſpecially, when the party pany to 
be pure, and a virgin, proves defiled and corrupted : in ſuch 
a caſe,if ir breake out, before marriage conſummate, it doth 
Juſtly infringe the promiſe, and makes it of none eff:&. This 


ne without 


be ſaid — a binding promiſe. But touching this laſt What that is. 


of error, underſtand it of no other errors accidentall, which 
doe not of themfelves crofſe matriage.. For, though the 

may be {uch as gave occafien to the party to cenſent, and, 
had the error beene foreknowne, the party would not have 
yeelded : yet becaufe they diſannull not the reall knot of 


- marriage, that is, peculiarity of perfon,by defilement,there- 


fore they are preſumed no other then in ſome caſes would 
have beene admitted : and therefore the party muſt ſtick to 
his or to her promiſe,nevertheleſſe ; and therefore let them 
either beare 1t as their defart for lacke of inquiſition, or if 
they did their indeavour to be informed,but were deceived, 
tet them take it as the triall which God hath put upon them 
—_—_—_— bindes ſtill, except the other party releaſcth it. 
And fo much for this queſtion: 


Some Vfſe would doc well, creI leave it, becauſe the J77 ;, 
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Admonition point is but occaſionall,and ſhall be no more returned unto. 
to all parties AniT would urge theſe two aſcs following, the one of Ad- 
to bewace of Qunitian, the other of Reproofe. The admonitton is , that 
their marriage © 1.1 perſons be well adviſed of their promiſes, ere they 
promiles. make thom. And indeed few words might ſerve, if the for- 
mer item were well regarded: viz. that the ſpeaking of « 

few words at once, may for ever diſpoflefſe them of their li- 

berty, never to be recovered : fooles once , andflaves per- 

petually. $o that its no matter of ſlightnes, and merryment , 

no play,no trifle, no ſport, except you will call that a ſport 

which may coſt a poore wretch both body and ſoule. Aber 

indeed called murder a ſperte , but bitternefle was in the 

end of it. Be adviſed therefore : and let this psint , ſcaſo- 

nably as a hammer knocke home tothe head the former ex- 

hortation of marrying inthe Lord, and wiſely to looke well 

about you, e're you venture. I pray tell me, would you wil- 

lingly make another man maſter and owner of any commo- 

dity you have for nothing ? fay it were but your herſe, or 

cow,yea were it but a conp winch you ſet by ? I trow nat, 

how much leſſe of thy ſelfe? Artthou fo ſeelly as toreſigne 

up the right of thy ſelfe, and to make thy ſelfe a priſoner, 

a captive, in the priſon of marriage , whence there is no e{- 

cape. Surely no except thou art mad, and hateſt thine own 

fleſh : thou weuldſt not doe that with a breath , which all 

thy worth cannot revoke and undoc ? As Salomon ſaith, be- 

ware how thou become furety for a ſtranger : quit thy ſelfe 
ſpeedily,and deliver thy ſelfe as a Roegand as a bird from the 

net of the purſuer. Man or woman ,. yeuth or maid , looke 

to your promiſes. I thinke reſignation of a mans or womans 

(ate to-an other, had not needto be to every commer, to 

every unknowne ſtranger, to each unchaſt, irreligious, ins 

diſcreet companion,which might make thy life irkeſome far 

ever. Inthe promiſe is the fourdation of marriage : whether 


it be well done or ill, it can be done but once, therefore let 
#beddiberately ,' wiſcly and well done. Oh1 leticbe 
ſolemnertiought with you, my promiſe gives away my ſelf 
and takes unto my ſelfe another , my liberty is gone« If a 
woman be urged to give up her right” onely ina Fiele copy 
hold 
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hold ſhe will ſhrug at it , and thinke well ef it betore hang : 
And yet fſhee may poſſibly recover q better pecce of land, 
for « {inall matter : But this free hold of thy perſon, an 
' thy liberty, once reſigned np and forgone, can never be rc- 
covered againe. Therefore I ſay, be well adviſed cre thou 
forfeit it. : | 
The fecond ufc 1s Terror and Reproofeto all who haye Rf and ine 
d themſelves in this kind of inconſiderate , raſh pro- conſiderate 


iſes. You ſhall have Jeafure enough to repent, if anguith promiſes of 
will ſuffer you. Alſo of all violent paregts, who to be ridd may er; 
of their children , force them upon unſutable marriages, {;.c., _ 
which their children had as leive part with their: lives, as * 
venture upon : and ſo bring upon them a laſting monumenc 
of miſery. If faith the parent, thou refuſe this match, I will 
never own thee for my child, I will diſpoſſeſſe thee of 
all ? Nay what ſay you to parents who hiſt defleure virgins, 
and then force their childen to marry the harlots, for 
a cover of their owne villanie : Is not this curſed love, and 
cruell command of an inocent child? But to be ſhoxt,eſpeci- 
ally it rebuketh the bafenefle of many, who caſt arrowes,and 
deadly things, and fay amnot lin fport ? that 1s, who ſcrue 
themſelves with ſtrong per{ſwaſions and arguments ints 
the hearts of ſuch as they fue unto, and having ſo done , 
breake off all againe , and wipe off every crumme off their 
mouthes,as if they had eaten no bread : Oh, yon maſterlefle 
ons : what ? are follemne promiſes but cobwebs, 
which greatflyes can breake through? Make ye nobones 
of them ? doe ye ſnap theſe bandes in two as Saw/os did his 
cordes and greene withes? There is one who is ſtronger 
then you, who will not be mocked , but bind you for bur- 
King in cheincs too ftrong fer you. | But perbaps you will 
fay , ifit were my lightnefſe and, giddinefle , it were very 
Gnfull indeed, and I deſerved never to be trulted more. Yes 
perhaps your word fhall be taken, but it ſhall be by ſach an 
one, as hall make you doe penance againſt your will , all 
your life forthe breach of that promiſe which yon willingly 
made. But you have fincethat heard fad reports of the par- 
ty : for inſtance ſake. That the weman 15 no kuſife , or 
is - 
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is a Melancholique perſon, not fit for your temper , noryet 
{ in a ſecohd marriage ) for your children, or ſhe hath ſome 
ofher owne , or ſome ſach blemiſh now you have found 
out : welleither theſe are true or elſe falſe. Are they falſe ? 
How baſely minded art thev, whom the pratling -tongue of 
ſome falſe ycophant, Jangler or goſſip ( loving neither her 
nor thy ſelfe unfergnedly , ſhould ſhcke-that affetion of 
thine , which being well grounded once ( as thou ſuppo- 
fedft ) drew from thee promiſes of marriage? But ſay they 
are true in part, or wholly? what then? They come in out of 
ſeaſon , the ſteed is ſtolen, its too late now to ſhut the ſtable 
doore : affe&ions are ſnared,thon maiſt not deſert her. Waſt 
thou not in thy owne power before? hath any man forced 
thee ts reſigne it,lave thy free ſelfe? Thonart ſnared : and[1 
ſay, if ſhe ſhould releaſe thee, it were her meeknes and dif- 
cretion , but its thy raſhneſſe : if thou wert amerced as he 
was, who defiled a Virgin, for the ſatisfaRtion of her dif- 
contented ſpirit, and queſtioned name, thou were well ſer- 
ved. No other fatisfaQtion can duely be made her, then 
thy returne againe to her with ſo mach the more affetion, 
by how much thy deſerting of her hath beene, long and 

rkeſome. Let the falling out of friends, be the renuing of 
have : Thou departed once, that thou mightft returne 
_ ever. And thus much for this occaſionall point of pro- 
miſes. 

Now I come to the ſecond generall- having ſhewed ther- 
fore of what centrat I am heere to fpeake, viz. of a wit- 
nefſed and profeſſed contradt, it may be demanded whether 
it be efſentiall or not , to marriage ? To which1I ſay , that 


the eſſence of marriage conſiſts in the former promiſe ma- 
'kingimutnally to each other : therefore there is no efſentiall 


neceflity of the witneſſing and profeſling thereof, before o- 
thers , but marriage may ſtand asreall and firme , in point 
of ſubſtance without it as with it. . Howbeit , I conceive it 


ro be of very ſpeciall expediencic and uſe , for 'the behoefe 


and goed of the parties , as I ſhallafter manifeſt. - All ſorts 
of people, even very heathens have alwaics eſteemed Eſ- 
p ofalls, Betrothings, Afſurings, — — 
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( for they are al one ) to be very ſolemne matters , as the 
words they uſe,and the ceremonics then performed,do teſti- 
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fie: So ſacred and reverend ithith appeared to all forts,that ContraQts ve. 
there ſeems to br a hinger of God,pointing out the ulctulneg 1y an-1c t,and 
thireof, Wirneſſe the afſc.nuling of the triends of the par-  gecral ule, 


tics en both ſides to be ſpectators therof, that fo the le fling 
of it might bee more «ffeAuall. Witneſſe that inſtance of 
Book, and Ruth who were (as it were) athanced in the 

ate of their City, befoxe many ſolemne witneflcs : whe 
| ck called forth co teſtifie the contra, did aſſent thereto, 
and by theiracclamations and thanksgivings, and prayers 
to God for thum, graced and honored the ſame. So that its 
no wonder if the Church of both old and new Teſtament 
did praQtiſe it. And irs particularly ſpecified in the Genera- 
tion bf Chriſt, that when foſeph and Mary had been eſpou- 
ſed together , before they came together, (hee was found 


with child, of the holy Ghoſt. (The Hebrew writers tell us reg;q, Cors. 
of the formes and tenor of words uſed — rats what? 


to wit , that by divers reall ceremonies, they ſtrengthned 
the promiſe which had paſſcd betweene the partics , and 
that ina ſet meeting of the familic. Somtimes they did it 
by tickets of paper, written by each of their hands , and de. 
livered by each other mutually. Sometime by very ſolemne 
words of obligation mm betweene them : ſometime by 
a peece of coine given and received, which by the change 
of; poſſeſſion, argued the pefſeſſion and aſlignment which 
one made and ſurrendred tothe other : All to ſhew that 
ay accoumpred this bulineſſe no trifle, or toy, to be wan- 
tonly uſed, forthe pleaſing of carnall humors, but a divine 
ordinance requiring firme and ſtrong aſſurance each af 0- 
ther. The formes were theſe, Lo, thou art betrothed unto 
me, or, be thon betrothed unto me, or the like. IFit were 
without witneſſes, it was fruſtrate. The folemnity hereof 
was ated under a Tent, Canopie or Tabernacle, fet up for 
the nonce, to ſhew inwardnefle and ſecrecie of marriage 
affeQtion and benevolence. This was diſtin from the act 
of marriage it ſelfe , which followed fometime after, and 
was done with great feſtivity and with many ſongs and 
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Epithallaminm's of the boyes and girls of the bridechamber, 


| alluded unto by our Saviour Zac. 5. After the contra-fol- 


lowed the dowry bill, which was from the man to the wo- 
man : thoughthe woman brought a portion to the man al- 
ſo , as appeares in Calebs vetowing his daughter Achſa up- 
on Othmel , yet uſually it was the mars a& to endow the 
wife onely , and to purchaſe her unto himſelfe. To theſe 


, may be added, ( which 1 adde leſt any ſhould accuſe me of 


ſingularity ) the joint conſent and praftice of the Church of 
Ged among our Prey ſuch as feare God, (though 
we condemne not thoſe whe doe not : ) and there are ex- 
tant in print ſundry bookes publiſhed by authority , and by 
name one of M. R. G. whercin the praftice of that reverend 
ſervant of God, is at large expreſſed, when he contrated 
couples. So that I hope, touching this ſecond branch, little 
mote need be added. 

Fouching thethird , which is the ation or performance 
of the contraft. And that ſtandeth in three perſonall as. 
The firſt is of him that leadeth the contra , or guideth the 
two parties, to expreſſe their former conſent. Who ought 
to be a meet perſon for gravity,and experience,able toteach 
them (if need require } the duties of that condition, and ts 
anſwer (ach ſcruples as might ariſe in their mindes about it. 
In a word, ſuch an one, as by his preſence might caft ſome 
awe and authority upon the mindes of the parties, and aflift 
the ation with ſome correſpondence. One that may bee 
wiſe to. diſcerne of the frame of the parties, and therefore 
by queſtions may bft out the truth, to prevent danger, as by 
demanding whether they formerly have engaged them- 
{elves to any other man or woman, perſon or perſons,ſhew- 
ing them tke daugerous ſinfulneſſe of fuch dalliance : Alſo, 
whether themſelves have freely and without feare, and 
with the mutuall confent of parents, teſtified, by preſence , 
or by their hand (it doubt be made ) conſented mutually, 
in heart, to this contraſt. The ſecond perſon , are the par- 
ries contracted who ought to follow him that leades them 
inthe contra , thus, or in like forme of words; firſt the 
nan, then the woman : 1 7 howas, John, &c. doe ny thee, 
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Foane, Mary; EC. for my cf; owſed husband, or wiſe, and1 
promiſe to marry thee ſhortly without faile,if God will. And 
ſo with ſome ſhort counſcl and prajer to God to diſmis them, 
as true man and wife before God. The third perſon are the 
witneſſes produced : who being moved therto, anſwer and 
fay,we are witneſſes of this contra&,by which theſe parties 
are betrothed each to other,and wilteſtihe it,beingrequired, 

The fourth generall is, the rationall reſpeRs, in which 


ſach a contract ſeemes yay meet to be uſed. And they may Rntionall re- 


bereduced to theſe three following. As firſt the ſutablenes 
of the contra to the witneſſes of the attempt. It's meet that 
luch things be done orderly, leafurcly , and by degrees, not 
raſhly, ſuddenly : and therefore although a promiſe have 


aſſed betwixt the parties, yet as the matter growes riper Sutablenes to 
tween them,ſo its comely that it be no longer kept ſecret, ' weight of 
but manifeſted , that thereby they may be awed with the 


more feare and jealouſic of themſclves, from uncomely and 
audacious enterpriſes one againſt the others chaſtity.Second- 
ly to _ inconftancy. The nature of fleſh is vaine : 
and all men are liers. And its ſcene as much in this ſabje, 


as any others. As hot as youth is in her gare and paſſion, To prevene 
yet the beſt of their gold prooves brafle oft times , when inconſtan;ie, 


they weighthings in coole blood. Adde hereto, that this 
bate world is full of curioſity , and janglog , talebearers, 
and flatterers, who fill the ,cares of couples with :dle and 
ungrounded ſurmiſes : whereunto they whoſe eares as cree 
dulous , doe lye open, and hereby their aff:ions are un- 
juſtly alienated,cach againſt other. Thus togles love lightly, 
and leave as lightly , others of themſclves, not knowing 
their one ſpirit,take a toy in their heads,and withour all rea- 
{on, runne into hamors of feare, jcaloutic, melancholic and 
conceitednefle againſt cachother , and ſo withdraw them- 
{clves ſuddenly from cach other , and change their mindes. 
They doc not (as they fay ) affect fo well as at firſt,they ob- 
ſerve ſome lightneffe each in other, ſome u gov... n: d tongue 
andpaſſions; or they diſtaſt the kind cd car: 1ageor training, 
and upon thele cicſores,cither ſo,0: {cemi: g fo,they repent 
them, and fall off And yet pcri.a 5 tome of thete have had 
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time long before to. bethinke themſelves. But. who can 
make a coate for the Moone? - By this meanes, as God is 
diſhonored; ſo the party innecent wiſer and of more ſolid 
affe&ions is deluded,yez ſometime driven to deſperateneſle; 
And had not here need to be a cord to tiea Protexs in a 
knot ftom fliping? yes ſurely, witneſſes had need be folemnl 
uſed to witnefle to the contract, that if they, will Ril be 74 
fickle, they.may be compelled to faithfulneſſe, or elſe hand- 
ledas their treachery deſerveth. I have heard of fome who: 
have gone tothe doores of the church to be married,and yet 
ſkrunke back. And whereas its objeRted,mgy not things ap-- 
eare in time worle which before lay hid ? I anſweryes , 


ut you ſhould have thought ſo before, and ſuſpended your- 


promiſes : except you made no other pronuſes , then you in- 
dented together to keepe or breake, and that each ſhould 
conſent to the others reſolution, either to proceed or deſiſt , 


which 1 thinke js a falſome courſe, and makes a promiſe 


needleſſe and fruſtrate. 
Thirdly, this may ſcrve for the benefit of the parties con- 


4 be benthit of trated, For', aS1t was an ancient cuſtome among the 


the parries 
contracted, 


Iewes when two parties were contrafted, to pray to God - 


for them, and to bleſſe them ſolemnly ; and (no doubt ) the 
parents or ſuch as ſupplied their roomes , did annexe ſome 
word of exhortation,to them, from the experience they had, 


both how great a worke they entred upon , and how raw- 


and greene they were to digett it, ſo Lay I thinke it not a- 
miſſe , that ſome grave perſon did the like now. The con- 
tract ought not to be a bare ſurrender of each other; but an 
inſt;lling of ſome ditcreer watchwordes and charges from 
their elders, rouching the mutuall duties of both, jointly and 
ſeverally, and ſo prayer for a bleſſing to be added. Solemne 
things ſhould be handled accordingly even in the outward 
faſhion of it : for men arc ſenſible and ſenſuall creatures , 
and arc le by outward objzcts x0 inward apprehenfions. 
St1Jl I fay,1 do not afhrane this courſe to he of the efſence of 


the contrat, but yet a very meet addition,if it may be had : - 


aad much :naking for tac better defpatch thereof, Anl, 
Whac. ſeaſon 1s 1o apt as this? when the Ewes' of Lebas 
were 
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were to conceive , facob ( warranted by Ged ) {& roddes 
pilled and ſtraked before them, t! at the fancie of the crea- 
ture being heated in the act of generation, might the eafier 
carrie inthe ſpecies of particolourednefle: So herezthe fight 
of ſo ſolemne a worke 3s this is, of contraFing two, and 
making them one fleſh, will more eaſily and throughly ſtirre 
the. imagination , and the ſenſe being mooved , doth the 
more familiarly convey the inſtrution tv the underftariding 
and heart.Pitty therfore it is,that the mouldes veing ſojready 
to faſhion it , that the melted metall of inſtrution ſhould 
be wanting unto them, they being ſo capable. And this I 
think is the cauſe, why there be Sermons.made at Baptiſine, 
and the Supper, at funeralls and ſuch occaſions, tolet inthe 
doctrines of the things iato men, ( whereunto in generall 
moſt are ſo averſe) becauſe,as there is a ſcaſon for all things, 
( which is like apples of gold and piQures of filver, ) ſo alfo 
for this ; and that is, when by the novelty and ftrangeneſle 
of the thing, never done before, the mind is provoked to an 


109 


expeRation , and ſo fets the wheels on worke, to receive , 


and apply things according totheir worth and uſe. This for 
the third. ' Cnly one word moreI adde : If any ſhould aske, 
what forme of inſtrution were meet to be ufed at ſucha 
time, tothe parties contratted ? I anſwer, I preſcribed 
none : This whole treatiſe following ſheweth their duties; 
two or three ſentences culled out of each branch may ſerve 
at ſuch a time, if wiſcly-applyed, as the ſeveralluic of the 
parties may ſeeme to require. So much for this fourth. 
Now I proceed to thefift generall , touching the queſti- 
ons ariling out of this contract. The firſt may be , what1s 
to be thought touching the publication of the contra, in 
the aflembly, and touching the Miniſters at in'marrying. 


F. Generall 
Touching 


queſtiong, 
Queſt x 


For the former, 1 ſay, it is a very (ifcreet and nectflary a&t 1. 


her- pub- 


of the Church : for as much: as the procuring of the ſafety j,carion«f 
and good report of the marric4, is a point ofrcligion. Now contra& be 
the private contract of two u:{ecrer, or with a few, reach- nciuy: 


eth not the end of pul licaticy ; Þecauſe its morelikely that 
the body of a Congregation may ſooner give notice of any 
precoatrat berwecne the parties, then a few witneſics 
F 9 can 


- 
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can doe : and as for the parties themſelves if they were 
guilty, its much leſſe to be expedted, that they ſhould accuſe 
themſelves. So that, for prevention of ſuch a confuſion, as 
to marry precontra&ted perſons, what courſe can be too ſafe 
and ſufficient ? True it 1s, when all is done, it may proove 
but little to purpoſe, through the ſubtilty of the offending 
party : but when thatis done which can be, the Church is 
free : the miſchicfe ought juſtly to light upon the wicked 
delinquent. Well therefore were it in this caſe, if liderty 
were denied to parties, ( atleaft in ſo common away of a 
fee, without difference, or ſpeciall inquiry about the fitneſſe 
af the diſpenſation ) fromthwarting ſo wiſe and orderly a 
device: which being done, people would not itch asthey 
doe after private marryings,to oppoſe puthcatipn, and that 
upon humor, and vanity. For m— {uch a baſe cuſtome , 
it comes to paſſe,that one learnes of another, and naw he 
js thought but a pcaſent who declines not this lawful provi- 
fion of the Church. Rather thoſe who be of faſhion and 
wealth,ſhouldttunke it their honor to ſubmit to this practice: 
that they might givethe better example to others , and fo 
approve the warrantablenes of their marriage : and ſtop the 
gap of privacy and of clandeſtne matches, without conſent 
of parents,a world of ſutes upon pretended precontraQs,and 
as much ſorrow to parents who by this diforder-are robbed 
of their children, and cannot underſtand ef their marriage , 
till it be paſt reveking. 
Oweft. 2. Theſecend queſtion is, what is to be thoaght ofthe mars» 
What is to be TINS DY 4 Miniſter ?- The queſtion ariſcth from the diffe- 
thought of the FENCE of other Countries faſhions inthis kind. In the _ 
marrying by a tures, we ſee it was civilly carried, and diſfatcht by the 
$niiter, Plders in the gate 3 and now in ſome of the reformed 
Pr Y Churches, we tec its performed jn like fort , officers being 
2 appointed to take their names, to booke them ina Record , 
| and ſo with a ſhort ceremeny to diſmifle them. But in my 
judgement the practice of our Church to do it,by the minifter 
every way molt convenient, For by this meancs, the pub» 
liquenes of the aRion,makes the matter more ſolemne,awes 
the parties much more, doth betore auarriage to carry —_ 
elves 
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ſelves ſo, as they may not be aſhamed to ſhew their faces in 

ublike, to juſtifie what they had done. And if there were 
hey given te parties in this kind to marry npon their pri- 
vate contracts, what a world of finne might enſue, as in 
ſome to live in a courſe of defilement , and to abuſe each o- 
thers bodies , at their pleaſures : in others to leave each o- 
thers, even after the knowledge of each other, beſides ma- 
king of that vulgar, which cannet be preſerved too warily, I 
deny not, butthat poſſibly ſome perſons ſo marring, might 
do it without direct fin againſt God : but what's that to the 
ſcandall which is occaſioned thereby ? we muſt ſo looke 
at that we doe lawfully init ſelfe,as not forgetting our rule, 
that we procure things honeſt before men. Whatſoever is 
pure, and of good report, that we muſt enſue, an4 fo the 
Deace of God attends us, not elſe. Many afts may be good 
1n the doers conſcience, which yet are ſubje to the folpi- 
cion and ill conſtruction of others. In ſuch caſes, a man 
muſt aske this of himſelfe , if all ſhould take ſuch liberty to 
hunſclfe , what would enſue of it? And this would checke 
his PETm_y The Iewes ( as the writers tell us ) had a 
ſtrange way of contraQting couples : to wit, for the better 
ſecuring of the match, they permitted the uſe of copulation 
for once to the parties, and and no more till marriage,upon 
a great penalty : But finding great inconvenience to grow 
hereupon , ( as no wonder itdid )-they forbdad any ſuch 
courſe of contra : and who ſo attempted it,if it were pro- 
ved, he was ſcourged with rods openly , for reproach ſake. 
So much for this ſecond. 


Now a third queſtion ariſeth upon this, that in our for- neſt. 
mer diſcourſe I have | —_ of a lawfull contra : that is Whether Co. 


lawfully entred upon, 


etweene {uch as are within degrees ſen Germans 
my marry 


permitted. So that, its asked here, whether cofen germans ,- 


may marry ? To which, this I fay, that I obſerve of late 
time many more Divines to encline to the atfirmative, then 
formerly have dome ; and ſome of them , godly as well as 
learned : and not onely ſo, but ( which I wonder at, ſee- 
ing ſuch nevell and forbidden things, are too ſoone runne 


upon ) that they do write for it , and have determined the 
marriages 
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marriages of ſome in this way, contrary to the affions of 
{ome of the partics, bearing them downe by the judge- 
ment, and giving occaſion (probably of ſnaring their cort- 
ſcience at:er, when the cruſted fore thall oreake out again. 
But to the point. Fi;ſt,for my part, ſhould much reſt in the 
generality of that Charge, Lee. 18. 6, None-of you ſhall 
approach to any that is nearevf kmnne to thim, to uncover 
their nak&dnetle, I amthe Lord. I demand what is meant 
here by kinne ? Is not it to be meant both of ſuch as are near 
in blood, aff alfo atfinity ? And,"is there not very great 
nearncſle in blood betweene the uncles {on and the uncles 
daughter ? Tremellius, as learned a Iew as moſt of our later 
Iewnh writers, in his Diagram upon Levir. 18. at the end, 
is ſo bold as to take it for granted, That as its unlawfull to 
marry the uncle or the aunt, ſo the hee and ſhee couſm ger- 
mans (copnatum + cogratam, laith ie) andyetalledgeth no 
Text fort : aSif he would have the matter taken for gran» 
ted. And in the Annotation upon the 6. verſe, he ſaith thus, 
Of thy kin? that is, of thoſe who are ſpecitied hereafter, or 
which by Analogy of companſoen with them are under- 
ſtood. And, who are they? In the end of the Chapter hee 
tells us, in bis firſt Corollary, The marriages of Collateralls 
(either by atfinity or . conſanguinity) are forbiiden to the 
furth o2neration. Is net this plaine enongh ? And he ad- 
deth, There was no uſe of it that the Holy Ghoſt ould 
name them, the caſe is fo cleare. I ſuppoſe the teſtimony 
of one {uch Iewiſh Textman as hee, ſhould overweigh the 
opinion of many novell writers, But (fay theſe men) if the 
Holy Ghoſt had beene againſt it, might he not have named 
it? Lanſwer, yes, if he had thought good, ut an argument 
from negatives prevailes not. Rather, the not naming it, 
ſtrongly argnes the thing out of queſtion. The Text menti- 
ons not the nakednefle of the daughter in lawes daughter, 
among the forbidden particulars : whatthen? may a father 
in law marry ſuch an one? I thinke not. The ſecorid de- 
gree 15 includedin the firſt: v:z.,Not gncovering the daugh- 
ter in lawes nakedneſle. Yet here is nothing but affini 

by warriage ef the mother : and 1s ic not as rationall that - 4 


though 
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though the uncle or aunts ſonne and daughter are not na- 
med, faire nearer cf blood (though not 1n the deſcending 
line, but collateral!) then they, yet their nakednefſe muſt nac 
be ancovered, decauſc the uncles and aunts may not? Tell 
me, if the wives brother or husbands lifter had not beene 
named expreſly, had it been a thing lawfull to meddle with 
them? 1 thinke not. If the uncle bee direaly forbidden tt 
marry his neece, or the aunt the nephew, ſhall not their 
children be forbidden to marry alſo , being but one degree 
lower? As touching the argument from negatives, it 18 ſo 
weake, that it is gone 1ntoa proverbe : and might not a 
thouſand abſurditics be as well proved by negation? Dare 
theſe men argue thus againſt a Sabbath of the eighth day, 
becaulſc it is no where tranſlated expreſly from the ſeventh 
to be the Chriltian Sabbath? Againe,what is more common 
through the Scripture, then for particalarsnot named, yet 
to be included in their generals? It was not expreſicd in 
the fourth Conunand, that a man might not gather ſtickes 
on the Sabbath day ; yet becauſe in generall God had 
charged that no dretling of meat, or bodily labour ſhould be 
then done, but all be dreficd and provided before, therefore 
the Lord commanded him to bee ſtoned by vertue of the ge- 
nerall Commandement. And, are not theſe weake bottoms 
for men to warrant their owne, or other mens marriages, 
becauſe the contrary is not forbidden, when as that is for- 
bidden, which is, it not further off,yet full as farre? It is ob» 
3<Red, that mavy of the Patriarchs did -hus marry, and are 
no whit impeached for it. I an{wer,it chat be a reaſon, then 
let us marry our halfe filter, as Abraham did Sara; for fo hee 
juſtifies himſelfe to chat Abimelech, yet in deed thee 15 my fi- 
tter, for ſhce1s the daughter of my father ty my mother um 
law. 

Poe we not know how Terahs family after 1t came to 
Meſopotamua, and ſubſilted there, was facre divided from 
the other families of Shem ? and therefore ({traitned much in 
their choice ? Curlcd Chams family they were exprelly 
forbidden to marry in, as being the nation which God 
would rot out,and give it the potterity of {breham: where 
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then ſhould they marry, but within their owne narrow ta- 
mily? And wee may well thinke they did as well as then 
could be done, and made fuch a ſhift as they did : for even 
thoſe they married*were Idolaters, wh.ch was forbidden, 
if it could have beene ſhunned : but one neceſlity pardoned 
another : better Idolaters under no curſe, then accurfed 
Canaanites.If they had had larger breadth, had they fo ven- 
tured? But they much preſſe the example of Caleb his giving 
of Achſa his daughter to Orhniel her coufin german. To 
which 1 anſwer, 1f it had beene as they ſay, yetit was not 
in coole blood, but upon a condition made in generall to 
any : but falling out as it did,it might have beene an exemp- 
tion by an extraordinary occafion. But the thing was no- 
thing {o,for Orhniel is called the ſonne of Kenaz,oy the ſame 

livery of ſpeech which calls Chriſts kinfmen tus brethen. 
He was not the ſonne of Kenaz, Calebs brother, but the ſon 

of his ſons ſon : ſo Tremellins upon the place » Brother(ſaith 

he) that is, one deſcending from his brother, two or three 

Generations remooved. Each Grandchild , and each Ne- 

phew or ſonne of Nephew, is called a fonne by the phraſe 

of the holy Ghoſt. ButT liſt not here , to take off every ob- 

jection. I returne. Put caſe I ſhould grant them their deſire, 

that becauſe cozen germans are not named, therefore they 

are allowed, yet methinkes there be abundance of things 

which prudentially might move men to forbeare thefe mar- 

riages. Firſt , notwithſtanding the long time that this Te- 

net hath poſſeſſed the ſpirits of fome men, yet we ſee, the 

blumiſh and crock of iris yet unwaſht out , yea'cleaves till 

and abideSupon it. The mindes of men cannot yet pur it on, 

aS a garment fit for their back : ſtill its a generally queſtio- 

ned thing ameng the moſt, and even by ſuch as are with 

much adce urged to it by fuch as thinke they {ce further then 

all men, yet ſcarſe is the doubt exempt of out them,but they 

ſtagger. I make not this an abſolute reaſon , but a ſuſpition 
and prejudice againſt it. And why ſhould any man chaſe 
rather .endlefſely to beat his braine to evince a thing of ſo 
doubcfull truth, then yeeld to the contrary praftice, which 
roman can doubt of ? Is it not wiſdome to doe that which 
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is fafeſi? Can faith and doubting ſtand together? And canthat 
be done witheut finne which 1s not done 1n faithbut waves 
ring? Surely the Plaiſter which men ſtudy romake for this 
ſore,is far too narrow to cover it. Againe,the ſcruple being 
unremooved, what apudder doth it cauſe among Gods peo- 
ple,cfpecially what jealouſic, 'ſtrangement, and diſlikes a- 
mong the kindred ? We ſhould aime at all communion, not 
alienation. Bekdes , when God hath vouchſafed fo great 
breadth and liberty, who ſhould ſtrengthen himſelf by mix- 
ture ofbloud,and(as Nicodemss ſaith)going into his mothers 
wombe , to be borne againe ? Not to ſpeake of that o5ſer- 
vation,that God hath not blefled it with ſuch encreaſe,or in- 
tegrity of affeion. And its not ( to conclule ) among thoſe 
things that arc pure, and of good report. 

And ſurely, 1f this be a great reaſon of unlawfulneſſe of 
marriage betweene degrees forbidden, becanſe thereby 
that naturall honour and awefull etecme of parents, and 
conſequently of ſuch as are neere of kin unto them is imbeſ- 
ſelled and violated (fer what is more repugnant toreſpet 
and honour , then the familiarity ef carnall commixtion } 
then I am ſure the reaſon holds as well betweene cozen 

ermans as others of kin : for nature hath put as due and 

Chaſt a reſpeRt of honour betwene them, as betweene thoſe 
who are namely ferbidden in Leviticus. But the former is 
avowed by many writers, one whereof I produce, Auguſtin 
his ſpeech «de Civir, Dei, book 13. Cap. 16. Iknow not how 
it comes to paſſe , that there is a kind of naturall inſtin& in 
the modeſty of man,(and that p—_—_— that to whom- 
ſocver he oweth any ſhamefalt and chaſt honour, for kin- 
dreds ſake, from the ſame perſon he reltraines any marriage 
affection , which cven the chaſtity of marriage bluſheth to 
violate. 

But to proceed, here is another queſtion , wherein doth 
a contraQt differ from marriage , ſince that the ſubſtance of Dneft. 3. ' 
matrimoniall union ſtands in the contrat, what is there Wnernn differs 
more in marriage it ſelfe ? or what reaſons are there for the ? conmratifiom 
diſſolution ofthe one which aremnot for the other? I an- ©3786 
{wer. There is great oddes betwixt the ſtrength of a con» Anſw 
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ſtrength of the former ſtands forcible by the private con- 
fent of the parties : I meane this, that although God be in 
a contra, yet ſo, as the parties which conſen-ed, may alſo 
diſſent , when they tinde that conſent did hinder the private 
good of their married eſtate.: And ſo, whenit appeares , 
that the one parcie is unqualihed for the other through many 
evills, that break by after intelligence, then they that made 
it may breake it. But marriage hath a ſtrength by publique 
conſent of the law, and the cuſtome of mer,and therefore its 
above all ſtrength of private promiſes :. and admits no dif- 
folution by private confents : The union of contracted 
oNnes,1is an union of im1gination,or of affeion,ſo long as its 
within ſuch boundes : But the union of marriage, is an uni- 
on of ſtate and condition, ſtanding inright, and law, above 
allprivate aff-tion. If private contraQts be broken off ( as 
they ought not without conſent )there is private ſatisfaction 
given tothe parties : but'if marriage be broken off, there is 
publique ſcandall given beyond all fatisfation. The re- 
card wherof tieth the hands of married ones behind them 
from allliberty of conſent to diſſolve the knot : becauſe as 
it Concernes the body ofthe ſtate to ſee ſinne puniſhed , ſo 
to ſee good eftabliſhed , when it may be ſo. For in Moſes 
his time,the hardnefle of mens Hearts was fo great,that they 
would be curbed by no law , each mans will was his law. 
But row law having got the upper hand, mens wills muſt 
abmit : becanſe betterit is that one couple ſufter, then the 
law, whichis the bond of publique peace and welfare. 
So that this anthoritie looks not at mens private contents, or 
difcontents : But makes a voluntary conſent, which might 
have beene broken, to'become neceflary, and irrevocable : 
And whereas its inſtanced ( as before ) inthe point of com- 
_ of 1ncontinency committed -before marriage , ( not 
cnowne till after ) with that in marriage. I fay, I deny 
not but formerly and really both ought to diſſolve it by the 
word, yet (:s before I noted) the wiſedome of the Church, 
putting difference , is to be regarded : neither is the finne 
(incvery degree ) fo extenſive, In this caſe therefore , 
taat 
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that ſpeech availes. : Better admit a miſchiefe, then an 1n« 
convenience. Better pulldowne a ſmoking chimney, then 
admit a continuall ſmoake in the eyes : fo, better endure a 
bad marriage ( which isthe leſſer ) rhen a breach of law 
and right , which is the bond of the whole body. Beſides, 
before marriage, the deſerting of the one party , inferres a 
liberty to deſert another : the forfeit ofthetimealotted to 
marriage, by the errour of the one party, may forfeit marr;- 
agezit {clfe ,inthe will of the other. Such a portion prom:- 
ſed by parents 1n fraud , and after withdrawne injuriouſly, 
diflolves the marriage.buca'.ſ: its ſuch a fault asoppoſeth the 
condition of the firlt conſent. Thelike I may ſay of any the 
like violations, which yet, after marriage it ſclfe hold not. 
But let me not be miſtaken in what I have ſaid : I would 
not be thought to make promiſes of no value, becauſe ] 
make marriage of greateſt ſtrength and vectue. For,although 
we have a rule, that 1s, in the ſame pow.r to breake a law , 
tht firſt made it : yet it holds not in contracts, without 
ſpeciall warrant. Not each preteided tuddaine impotencie 
of body, not each ſuborned infamous ſlander of the parties, 
or either of them, not every deviſed flum-tlam of a giddy 
braine muſt be accepted to make a ſpouſe breach: ( for 
What were this, but to open a wide doore to all baſeneſle , 
and to expoſe the lawes of God and man to open contempt 
and mockery? ) Burt ſuch caſes as I have mentioned, ifthey 
canbe ſutticiently approved to thoſe who are the witneſſes 
of the contra, ſo that alldouht of treachery and falſhood 
be taken away , then its free for the contracted parties to 
deſiſt if they will. Howbeit, not without mutuall conſent 
neither : For put caſe that one of the parties pretend devt- 
lity of body , yet the other party knowing her ſclfe to be in 
a way of God, and to be bound to trult God in his way, et- 
ther for the recovery of ſtrength to the weake partie, or for 
ſtrength to waite upon God inthe way of diſappointment ; 
ſhall refuſe to releaſe the other : then I athune that other 
partie is ticd ſtill by vertue of the contra, to marry. Gods 
weakneſſe is ſtzxonger then mans ſtrength as the Apoſtle 


ſpeakes. And whereas (commonly) rationalneſſe and wiſe- 
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twixt contra 


dome of the fleſh doth ſtep in here (for Selfe - ver croſſes 
God) and ſhall either out of diſdaine, ſelfe-love, feare, or 
other ſiniſter reſpedts, ſay : If hee will needs break off, let 
him; if ſhe will needs break, let her. As good doe ſo,as pro- 
ceed with diſcontent. And it ſhall be well ſeene, I ſcorne 
him as much as hee {cornes mee. I anſwer : No, theſe are 
baſe trickes.to ſhake off Gods way : let that prevaile. But if 
the unruly party will depart, the innocent is diſcharged to 
marry another. : 

I gov on. Another Quzere may be , Why is there a ſpace 
or tienes uſually appointed between the contract and the 
marriage ? I anſwer: It is fit to bee fo, for this end among 


and marriage, others, that the parties might ſeriouſly and ſolidly, both a 


Anſw. 


part andtogether, weigh and conſider, what the buſineſle is, 
which they are entring upon : For being now contracted, 
and ſerled in their affeFions, from ſtarting each from other, 
what remaines, bur that both conſpire to this end, that their 
knot may beas truly vertuous as it is neceſſary : and thatthe 
neceſlity of it may not prove tedious for lacke of vertue and 
Religion? If grace knit the knot, then they ſhall bee as 
unwilling to be broken off, as the band of marriage makes 
them knit {o,as they cannot : when the ſtrength of the band 
ſtrives with the ſweetneſle, how delightfull is it ? And that 
it may be ſo, both the parties ſhould endevour, as inthe laſt 


uſe I ſhallprefſe more fully. The ſpace alotted them is not 


to prepare for finecloathes,to bid gueſts, to provide goad 
cheere, nor (1 ſpeake to the meancr fort) to ſet themlclves 
to ſeekethe belt advantage of money at their offerings, to 
hire for themſclves a hole to thraſt their heads in ; or a tarme 
to occupy. All thele things(in a moJerate way) are uſcfull; 
But God is the God of ſea ard land, and all abundance and 
{tore isin his hand ; his are farmes and dwellings,and ſheep 
and cattcll, and the treaſures ot the earth ; hee can give to 
whom hee will: and as Job ſayth, although thy beginnings 
are but ſmall, yet hee can make thy increaſe great in due 
time. Makethou no more haſte then good ſpeed : Seeke the 
Kingdome of God, and the righteoutneſle of the ſame, and 
make it not thy ſoJemnecare to plod upon great matters, or 


to 


A Treatiſe of Marriave. Ml. 119 


to ener upo.1 marriage with a feare of poverty, that thou 
and thine ſhall prove beggars. Plod both of you how thus fo- 
lemne eſtate may finde you well prepared ; and for other 
things caſt your care upon him who careth for you; and in 
well doing,and meanes uling, commit your ſelves into the 
hands of a faithfall Creator. This worke would be doae e- 
ven in the threſhold of marriage. 

But a queſtion here ſtill arifeth , What ſpace is moſt con- Queft. 
venient for contrated ones to abide fo untill marriage? I Waat (pc: is 
an{wer, Neither fo large and long a ſpace as might exceed Þ< molt con- 
and ſhatter thoſe afteHions which have been ſetled, fo that ” den 
che parties ſhould now ſtagger in their ſtedfaſtnefſe towards ©" 
each other,and wax weary through the prolonging of time: 

- Nor yet (on the cther fide) ſo ſhort, as ſhould hinder their 
ſerious addrefling towards marriage. Both extreames are 
to be avoyded. For the firſt, we know in reaſon and expe- 
rience,that when a contratt loſes her ends, through over- 
long protra&tion of time , it taxes the doers for their haſty 
attempting of that which might have better delayed : occa- 
ſions are given thereby to take offence each at either, that 
they ſhould ſeeme formerly to make ſure of that which late- 
ward they ſceme but indifferent unto. Hence may grow fe- 
cret pritches and ſurmuſes of heart, tending to breach and 
diviſion ; and {ſo worſe may follow, that the one waxing 
looſer toward the other then he to them, there may ſeeme to 
be wrong received ; and fo the wronged party kearkning 
to bad counſell, and conſforting with company of ill note, 
may grow to ſome new league, not only out of an unclean, 
but even a revenging diſpoſition, thereby procuring c- 
ſtrangement of heart, and irreconciliable difference, Now 
What a baſe and abſurd abuſe of the ordinance is here? how 
eaſily might wiſedome have prevented all, in removing oc- 
caſion of danger ? On the other tide, when the time 15 too 
ſhort, marriage ruſhing rudely upon the Contract in an in- 
ſtant, it detaceth the charaRers of inſtru tion, which ſhoult 
have taken deeper impreſſion, and fo crofſeth the end of a 
contraQt as much (1n another kinde) as thz former: taxing 
alſo the diſcretion of, the party ſo aaſtening, in that hee ei- 
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ther d d no ſooner move a contrat, orin that he moved 
it at all : For if there bee no difference betweene a preſent 
promiſe; and a promiſe fhortly to bee performed, to what 
end is a contract, when onely marriage would ſerve? $0 
that a middle {pace is beſt : The Iewes at the firſt aimed in 
their contrad at the ſtriking up and ſecuring-themfelves of 
the marriages ; and after, tooke large liberty ef a yearc, or 
halfe a yeare, tor the conſummation. But after, they found 
they lolt as much in the Hundred as they got in the Shire , 
and that hereby they endured great inconveniences, many 
mee things falling out betweey, when the cup and lip are 
{o farre alunder: and 0, amending their error, they grew 
to pitch a ſhorter time.So that it mult be the diſcretion of a 
man which mult herein moderate it : I would think a mat- 
ter of a weeke or ten dayes a compleat ſpace ; but becauſe 
occaſions may ſo fall out by atſ\cnce and travcll, that there 
is more preſent uſe of the contract, then of vhe marriage, 
and that for ſetling of mindes : and ſometimes when ſpeed 
is intended, yet delayes fall aut, therefore the due ends of 
Contra and Marriage being obſerved,ind good confidera- 
tions agreed upon by partics (who beft know what ſhould 
let them, and what ſhould further them) it is to bee left to 
providence What ſpace is moſt agreeable. So much for 
this. 

Another queſtion by occafion hereof , may bee movel : 
What if either of the parties defile. theinſetves by incontt- 
nencie before marriage ? I an{wer, There need no dount be 
made whar in fach a caſe ought to be done : for no doubt 
the contra ought to be broken off. By the Law of God, it 
was death both tothe defiler and defiled. This is not a place 
to determine whether that Law bee poſi:ive or perpetuall ; 
But I ſhould count him a greater foole then that Levite, who 
in ſuch a cafe ſhould not breake off his marriage, as wee ſee 
in foſephs caſe of error about Mary, before hee knew the 
truth. But if it be demanded, What if this treachery bee 
not knowne ere marriage perfefted ? I anſwer, I know 
the judgement of Canomits, and Popiſh Cafuiſts 1s one, and 
Divines another. As touching the practice of our Church, 
it 
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its no doubt grounded -upon better -and wiſer principles : 
not onely becauſe marriage came betweene the a& and the 
accuſation, and ſs ſeemes to diſanull it (for who knowes 
not, that the root of it was errour ? } But to make the ordi- 
nance of marriage more ſolemne, and to teach people not - 
eafily to admit of ſeperations, which I thinke is the cauſe, 
why Divorces being once admitted, the guiltleſſe party is 
rohibited the remedy of a ſecond marriage ; which being 
allowed by the Scripture,would not elſe be forbidden now, 
were it not forthe honour of marriage, and the oppoſition 
to Iewiſh abuſe (who uſed Divorces frequently) Jet every 
looſe, idle perſon, having cke liberty of a fecond marriage, 
ſhould ruſh upon the pikes of Divorce. And fo (in charity) 
its robe judged 1n the caſe of uncleanneſſe committed be- 
| tweene a Contrat and marriave, that ſeperation is cut off, 
6 not as 1f it were not according to rhe deſert of the offender 
[+ (for it muſt have bin ſo among the Iewes, as Hoſes expreſly 
ſpeakes inthat caſe, when the'markes of virginity could not 
be produced) but for the ſateguarding,and folemne eſteeme 
of marriage, which oftentimcs eught not to have bin, but 
being done, prevailes ; the henour of an ordinance, being 
eſteemed above the content of this, or that married perſon? 
This I thought good to ſay of ik's Queſtien. As for more, 
Its not now my purpoſe : and,as for Divofces,T hope I ſhall 
eaſily be pardoned, 1f I fay not any thing: its already ſuth- 
Ciently treated of : and, | being here onely to ſpeake of an 
honourable Marriage, it would be asdezth in the pot, if I 
fhould here come in with that, which of all ocker things is 
the moſt abſolute oppoſite and diſhonour anto it. 

I chuſe rather to end all with ſome ſhort Vie. And firſt,if p72. , 
ContraQts be ſo uſefull : this is reproofe te all ſuch as deride 3+ nep.oofe; 
and vilifie this ſo ancient, ſo uſefull an Ordinance or pra- of all diſdai- 
Riſe of the Church : and chinke it ſcrupulous, and ſuperflu- »ers vf Con- 
ous. Tuſh, ſay they,what a waſte is here of words ? muſt we #285. 
firſt marry in the Lord, then aptly, and then be taughc at our 
ContraRt, and then conſider of the weight thereof ? here's 
preciſeneſle indeed ; doc not others as well withou: it; I 

Warrant youjit once Anh. will be lure enough with- 
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out this ade 1 Somewhat like Chriſts Diſciples, If this be 
the caſe betweene husband and wife, its better not te med- 
dle at all. So fay theſe, I had rather live ſingle, then make 


{ach a ſtirre ! ButI anſwer theſe two wayes : firſt, as Chriſt 


anſwered them, No, faith he : Its not better not to marry at 
all : If any man can abftaineupon the gift of chaſtity, ler 
him : but all cannot. So fay I, if it be ſo cafie to take up a 
ſingle life; you may : it were beſt, no doubt ; provided that 
ou meane a ſingle one, and a chaſte one alſo: for otherwiſe 
if you meane (as Papiſtstell their Prieſts, berter a life of un- 
cleannefle, then marriage) it were more defirable to live an 
unchaſte, ſingle life, then to-make fuch adoe, cre you mar- 
ry, 1 ſhould greatly pity, but rather ſharpely taxe you for 
your labour. For (to come to my ſecond anſwer: ) Tell me 
I pray you, what thinke you of Marriage? Is it a life of 
looſenefle, and of the fleſh? elſe why are you to loth to-be 
well fitted ere you enter it? Surely, you-mnſt know, that 
Marriage is rather a curbe to the fleſh, and a bridle ſerving 
to reſtraine the looſeneſle thereof. And, doe you affe& car- 
nall liberty in a condition of reſtraint thereot? Nogno : ra- 
ther, if by any meanes, you might compaſſe a cheerefull and 
contentfull marriage,thou ſhouldeR be glad to take the pains 
for it, and roll every tone under which ſuch happineſſe 
might lye, and well too; what is a little paines for a perpe- 


- tuall good,and to ſhuna conſtant miſery ? As Naamans fer- 


vants teld him,.If fo be the Prophet had enjoyned thee 
ſome great thing,ſhouldſt thou not have done it,much more 
to waſh and be cleane? So, I ay, if the ſervice were farre 
greater,would(t thou not admit that, when the ſcope is,Mar- 
ry #nd bee happy? Oh, but is it enough ( ſay theſe)that 
we be preciſe in worſhip, and religion, and in our conſci- 
ence to God, but we mult be fo trict in marriage? So ſtrict : 
how ſtrit ? wouldſt thou not take as much paincs for a pur- 
Chaſe ? Nay, for a good Horle,or a goed Hawke? would-:ſt 
thou preſame both were good enough, it price enough were 


{et upon their heads ? No ſure, but the rather thou wouldeſt 


looke to py pergrins So doe here : thinke not a wife un - 
queſtionable becauſe of her price : enquire of her true value; 


when 
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when thou art married, and art ſtung with his or her un- 
quietneſſe, unfaithfulneſſe, uncleannes, oh then } what in- 
junRion ſhould be put upen thee , which thou wouldft not 
yeeld unts, to be caſedof {uch a burden , in a right way ? 
ButI cannot promiſe thee thou ſhalt prevaile then, ſo well 
as thou mailt preyent it now. Doe as ſome Gentlewomen 
doe, they will take no maidste traine, they will have them 
trained to their hand, or elſe none. What will not a fooke 
doe out ofſeaſonto ſhunne ſorrow, when he hath ſmarted, 
but in ſeaſon , that he might not ſmart he -will not ſirre a 
Joynt , nor wet his finger? To veritie that of Sa/omen. To 
the foole Gad gives toile and vexation for his portion , be- 
cauſe he wil not be wile for his own eaſe. But I have before 
purpoſcly handled this point , 1 willl trench no more upon 
it : So much for this uſe of reproofe. 

A ſecondule then, ( to finiſh all ) is exhortation to con- Exhortation. 
trated couples to priſe their contra for the uſe of it. I Conmaces 
ſhall not need to joy them of it , that now they have their Couples priſe 
defiresaccompliſhed, ( that will come alone ) but, let it be your conc.e, 
their care , to ſanfifie themſelves and their marriag e , for 
time to come. It was the cuſtome of the Church of the 
old Teftament,to offer ſacrifices to God upon ſolemn occali- 
ons, as upon folemne mectings ofthe family : when warres 1. Sam. 13.13, 
were attempted, upon any ſpeciall ſervice of God tobe per- , 
formed, as faſting, A Sabbaths, circumciſion of '** 
the children, recoveries from ficknefle , enjoying of any 
bleſſing, Hezek;a and fonah deliverd, offered (acrifices,made 
ſongs and vowes: Marriage therefore , being a ſpeciall 
change of eſtate, ſuch as befalls once in the life, ſhould have 
no leſſe ſolemne preparatien, for entrance into it. The en- 
try of yong ones into this condition, cannot but amaſe the 
thoughts , and poſſefie the ſpirits and powers of the ſoule , 
morethen ordinarily; ſtriking jealeuſic into themyleaſt their 
ſucces ſhould not anſwer their expeRation, and they ſhould 
not be happy in each other. So that upen whom (hould all 
this care and burden be caſt, fave Iehova :- who hath ſaid to 

married ones as wall as others, In nothing take thought, but 
. in all things commending your ſelves to God, by prayer and 
; TG Ho: thankfe 
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iving : and, caft your care _ hinyfor he careth for you : 
t this be-your care, even the promiſe of God. Yea inthe 
verſe immediately following this text of Marriage, the A- 
Heb, 12. 5. Poſtle meets withthis corruptiensin couples , let not your 
: converſation be in covetouſneſſe, for he hath {aid , I will 
not faile thee, nor forſake thee. It is no caſie thing to ture 
up 2 dead heart , to reflet meditationsof our future eſtate : 
take this-time therefore , now the thoughts and paſſions of 
of the ſoule are up in armes, now the iron is hot, ſtrike ſome 
impreſſion of God,faith in his alſuffticiency and providence, 
into yeur ſelyes. And as the Lord of the Mannor, at cach 
alienation, comes in for his herriot , ſo now, at this your 
change, pay God his fine , the beſt Jewell of all you have, 
devote your (elv2s, give up your foules to him with mutuall 
Z:ch. t2,cnd, conſent : reſt not in the praiers of others, but ſet cloſe your 
2-Cor. 7. ſelves;to the Lord in your own ſupplications doth apart,and 
tozether without ſeperation. Aſtronomers call the twelve 
days of the Nativity Criticall, for the twelve meneths of the 
whole yeare;the daies of your entry upon marriage ſhould be 
evenſuch;for looke how the conſtitution and frame of tzem 
is,ſ{o may you expe the time of your marriage wiltbe,cither 
for Gedsuſe and the honor of your marriage , or for your 
owne ends. Vnbleſt entrances have naughty ſucceſſes. 
Recognize with your ſelves, what the ſolemne opimon 
and hope is, which the Lord, his Church, and your ſelves, 
have conceived of you : Tremble to thinke how wotull a 
defeat it were to fruſtrate themzand your ſelves : Acknew- 
ledee God to be the ordainer of this eftate, looke what rules 
Dent, 33. end. he hath dire&ed you unto, for an happy life inthis kinde, 
Luc, 3zz muſe of them, fet your hearts unto them, and let them finke 
Gulath.6, deeply intoyourhearts; take the Lord as a ſolemne witnes 
of your intents and /purpeſes te walke by rule, as you looke 
* for peace : And by ftrong reſolutions bind your fickle hearts 
as With cords te. the Altar, and pray God te ſet - ns ſealeto 
| them, thatthey may prove as good filverinche performing 
Councells in - #3 they ſeemed nrthe PR 
peciallfr 4 And more particularly, theſe two things I adviſe you un- 
ſuch, —t0: Firſt, leoke what elpeczall baſe diftempers agd luſts you 


have 
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kave found to ſway in you, cither formerly, or fince your 
purpoſe of marie, labonr to purge them out, that you 
may not carry d bodies or ſpirits into the married eſtate. 
AsPhyſitians at the end of a diſcaſe give their patient a clen- 
ſing potion, to expell all ſcurfe of bad humours remaining 
ſo doc you : you are entring into a pure and honourable 
eſtate: honour it before; by burying all your Idols, and ca- 
ſhiering your baſe luſts, that they crowd not in_with you 
mto the wicket of marriage : lelt if you ſhall dare to carry 
an uncleane, froward,covetous, diſcontented andunſavoury 
heart with you into that eſtate, the Lord ſhall accurſe you, 
and make them as 7udas his ſop unto you, to defile you for 
everafter.-Tothe por all things are pure, butto the impure 
every thing even the very minde and conſcience are dehled. 
Secondly, look what feeble ſeeds of knowledge and grace - 
were ſowne before marriage,you ply and attend them care- 


fully for time to come. Promiſe, yea ſecure the Lord be- - 


forchand, that no contentment of fieſh, no humouring of 
each other,no reacking at commodity,(hall ſo foreſtail you, 
that this worke of God ſhould be forgotten by you ; rather 
lay all acrifices by the Altar, and renew your Covenant, 
both Gods with you,and yours with him ; teil the Lord thus, 
When my husband , wife firft met me, I was very 
buſic in grounding my ſelfe in the principles of knowledge, 
the ſight of finne to humble me, the truth of the promiſe te 
caſt me out of my ſclfe, upen the armes of mercy, I was oc- 
Cupied about the doctrine and uſe of regFeration, union, 
and the new creature; now, let not this marriage of mine 
deface theſe faire beginnings; it is appointed for good, let us 
therfore meet for the better,not the worſe. Take me on fiv- 
ther(Lord)'asthe child takes forth his leſſon; let the ſun of 
my light and grace not go back, but forward,ten degrees : 
1n all. my hearings, Sacraments, publique er uſe of 
ordinances,. growing in the truth, as it isinTeſus, that toge- 
ther with judgement;ſweetaffeAtions,8 againe with tender 
affeRions,ſound judgement may grow and increaſe in me, 

— Andthus I have finiſhed this point alſo of a Contract, be- 
ipg the ſecond pecce of my Digreſſion from the point in- 
! R 3 tended, . 
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tended, to wit,the boneur of meniagg beth in the entrance 
of it, whereof I have ſpoken in the firſt three Chapters ; and 
the contiriuance of it, whereof in the Chapter following 
ſhall be treated. 


__——_—_— 


Cuaye. VI. 


Retarne to the firſt Argument. The Honour of Marri- 
age in the preſerving of it, during the marriage life, 


O returne then whence we digrefſed : now it follow- 


The ſecond eth that we come to the ſecond part of the Honour of 
gcnerall pre- Marriage : ſtanding in the carefull improving thereof in the 
lervation of ; marriage converſation. It is the nature of honour to love 
— attendance ; and they who have found an henourable mar- 
hh ES, riage, muſt wait upon it, and keepe it ſo. And it isa true 
tionof it. ſpeech, That it 1s no lefle vertue to keepe a mans wealth, 
name,or honour, then to purchaſe them. Zo tells us, that 
God hath denyed wiſedome to the Eſtrich to looke to her 
egges,to hatch them when ſhe hath layd them: ſhe forgets 

the worke of laying, and leaves them in the ſand, forthe , 

feet of wilde beaſt todeſtroy them. The Apoſtle Fohy willes * 
2. Tohn 8, that Lady and her children not to loſe the good things they 
had gotten, but to get a full reward. It had beene better , 
that ſome had marricd with farre Jefic ſhewes of goodnefle, 
and hope ofthrify, except they had kept it bertet : For there 
is nothing ſo miſerable as to have beene happy. The praiſe 
> of that good woman inthe Proverbs , is not , that ſhe was 

[OY, . 


. vertuous before entrance; nogit was her proofe and praQtice 
which made her honoured, and her husbandin her, Many 
reat Captaines Have got a ſudden crownupon uheir heads: 
ut they have died with a bare title , and loſt it with more 
ſhame , then the glory came too which they gortiit by. Its 
not ſayd, that Zachary and Elizabeth were worthy couples 
in their entrance ; but both in their married courſe ,walked 
with God. Pap{doth not onely teach married ones to bee 
marriedan the Lord, and no more ; but how to live together 
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and maintaine conjugall affetion, and to keepe that knot, 
by ſubjeRion, compallion, tenderneſſe, and faithfullneſſe : 
Relt not in this, ( as ſome Scholers doe ) that their names 
are up, and then fall to idlenefle, and prove dunces : So ma- 
ny couples are like the Image made of gold in the head, 
filver in the breaft, but worſe and worſe downeward. They 
would have their marriage beare up it ſelfe, whereas that is, 
as ſhe is uſed : if ſhe be not cautiouſly obſerved, ſhe will 
take a tetch, depart, and carry her honour away , ſome huſ- 
bands and wives, through the {lighting of religion,as think- 
ing itncedles to acquaint themſelves with God,(as fob faith) 
mn all their complaints , wants , and diltempers ; others by 
looſeneſle of heart in company, whereof they make but ſmall 
choice ; others pampering themſelves with caſe and wan- 
tonneſſe, lying open and naked to a unſuſpeRed enemy ; 
foone blaſt that honour of their marriage, which at the fir{t 
they ſeemed not diſhonourable to enter upon, And others 
have done the like,by improvidence, by needleſſe meetings, 
gamings, or the like 1dle courſes, others little obſerving each: 
others temper, and fo pr_—_— many diſcontents : others. 
alſo by preſuming to find at the hands of another more re(- 
pe& and affetion : or expeRting greater wealth and eſtate, 
then they found, grow to diſtates and debates ; then to ſeek 
ſtollen waters, as weary of their owne ciſternes :' And ther- 
npen growes a decay in their eſtates, difcredit among ſuch 
as eſteemed well of them, poverty, and impriſonment, ſepe- 
ration from each other. And , what is all this, fa ve to caſt 
their crowne into the dirt, andto _—_ it wilfully ? 
whereas, had they reſigned up themſelves and the ſucceſſe 
of all their hopes to God - walking faithfully and keeping 
coverant both with him and themſelves , humbled them- 
ſaves and ſubmitted painfully to their callings of magiſtracy 
miniſtery ,. or private life, without ambitious reatctung at 
matters above them, they might have kept their crowne and 
garland freſh and green : yea ſurcly had they {et themſelves 
to embrace thoſe graces of God in each partic to winne 
love and amity betweene them, . bearing with infirmities , 
and covering them with tendernefle : how flouriſhing _ 
their 
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their head and honeur continued without fading , even to 
this day ? But, it ſhall be enoughin this place to.touchonl 
in the generall, upon the equall neceſficy and cokerence 
of this ſecond duty, with the former: for all ſuch as weuld 
preſerve their honour inviolable, That whick I ſhall fur- 
ther ſay hereof, may more ſeaſonably come into the uſe of 
that diſcourſe which ſhall enſue , after we have cleered the 
point ir ſelfe ; whick becaule its large , and will coſt confi» 
deration, let us enter upon 1t. ” | 

It may then be demanded, wherein this art and $kill 
conſiſts , of ſaving this honour of marriage ſounſteined ? 
The anſwer is, it ſtands in two ſorts of duties ; whereof, the 
former ſort , concernes both husband and wife jointly and 
undividedly to praftice : The latter concernes each ofthe 
inſeverall , the busband apart, and the wife apart. Let us 
then begin with the former. 

Thole duties which concerne both equaly are foure. Firſt, 
Toinineſle in religion; murtuall love; like loyall chaſtity : 
and futable conſent. Touching the fiſt of religion : my 
meaning is, that, as they are entred already with a religious 
ſpirit,into their marriage, ſo they muſt continue: not only to 
be relig:02s ſtil, but to cleave mutually together in the pract» 
ife of all fuch meanes of worſhip, and duties of both tables, 
as concerne them;[I ſay,in the parts of religious converſation 
to God. More plainely,firſt that they be joint in the worſhip 
of God publiquely, both ordinarily upon the Sabbath ( and 
occaſtonall at ether times and ſeaſons)as alſo extraordinary: 
The word mult be heard by both jointly, Sacraments muru- 
ally received, prayers frequented, and all the worſhip at- 
tended. Secondly family duties , concerning both then- 
ſelves and their children and ſervants, as reading of the 
Scriptures, conferring of them, prayec and thankſgiving: 
exerciſing thoſe, whom God hath committed ts their care, 
in the principles of Gedlinefle , and the ſeverall duties of 
inferiors ; The husband being the voice of God when they 


main preſeres. are both together ; touching which , more ſhall be ſaid in 


tive of hono- 
rable marri- 
age, 


the ſeverall offices belonging to the husband. If he be ab- 
{ent , and there be no man of better ſufficiency to preſent, 
whom 
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whom both of them allow of, then ought the wife to diſ- 
charge the duty , as hereafter ſhall appeare. Thirdly , and 
more eſpecially thoſe ſeverall duties of worſhip, which in 
private and apart from the other family do concerne them z 
which although they ought to erforme alone alſo , yet not 
alwaies,but jointly and mutually : as to conferre,read,pray, 
confeſle, and give thanks. Fourthly, they muſt be joint, in 
the duties of charity to the poore,harberouſnes to ſtrangers, 
reliefe of other both publique cauſes and private perſons, 
whom by occaſion , God offereth to their regard. Fifthly , 
that mutuall harmony in allreligiousrelations,both toward s 
themſelves, as inſtruRion, reproofe, advice, admonition , or 
encouragement; or elſe others,in the Communion of Saints, 
( of which reade more at large in my Catechiſme , Part 2. 
Artic. 4. ) or elſe in their generall, and exemplary conver- 
ſatiop, in the ſight of the world, which, when it is wntuall , 
is reſembled in the glaſſe of cack others praRtice, but if not , 
then looſes her beauty as we ſee in the oppoſition which 
the holy Ghoſt makes betweens eAbigail and Nabal in 
that point, 

E'reI anſwer any queſtions about this, I muſt ground 
and prove it by reaſons and Seripture. For the latter, it 
needs not many proofes. That, of theſe tw> worthies 
Lac. 1.6. may be ſufficient, of Zachary and Elizabeth, that, 
both were upright before God, in all the Commandements 
and ordinances of the Lord, without reproofe.In which ſen- 
tence,moſt of thoſe 5. particulers named before,are touched. 
That of the Apoſtle may be added,that they defraud not each 
other,except 1n the caſe of faſting,leaſt(ſaith he)your praiers 
be hindred : that is your joinr communion in religious wo: - 
ſhip. Now, 1f there mult be ſuch an entercou:ſe 19 extraor- 
dinary duties, how much more in ordinary ? But its obj<&- 
ed, that Zachary cap. 12, bids them intheir deepe humilia- 
tions, to be apart ; this ſeemes to-contradid j »intnes. I 
anſwer. The phraſe 1s not to be excluſively taken, that 
they ſhould alway be apart; for the Prophets ſcape inche 
words, 15, that there be {1ngular uprightneſle in their humi- 
lations, for which cauſe he yy Joanes ſecrecy, becauſe he 

mournes 
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I mournes truly who mournes without witneſſe, but this ex- 
cludes not jointneſfle in other times and caſes, becauſe fer 
vency being as well required in them, as ſincerity which is 
more ſtirred up by mutualnefle , it is meete they ſhould bee 
mutuall in that reſpe&; as apartin the other.. So that, theſe 
two ( as occaſion differs) exclude not each other. 

necks of And thereis ſpeciall reaſon of this duty : For firſt , God 
j-1m! rel:gioo 1s not now the God of them apart, as before, but Jomtly, as 
ef conples. married : of them 1 fay , and of theirſeed : and therefore 

Reaſ.!. row,Gcd mult be ſought jointly by them both, not enely in 

G17 ſeveral, as in their former eſtate. 

mull ©9% Secondly, the good things which they receive from God 

2 though they pertaine totheir feverall happineſſe , as their 

Becaule che faith, hope, knowledge, yet they reaCh to the furtherance of 

grace of e2:h exch others grace ; if they be bound then, totrade with the 

furthers 59: pole body of Communion, for the increace of grace,how 
much more one with another ? 
Thirdly, whatſoever they enjoy, good or evill, in a man- 

They enjoy all ner they enjoy It 1n cominon : Their ſinnes are common : 

things buh (God may paniſh the one in the other) their gifts and graces 

good and bad are common, ( both bleſſed for the others ſake ) their infir- 

10 commen. tpities are common, ( each being a fellow feeler of the 0- 
ther ) their bleſſings, as health, wealth, ſucceſſe, are com- 
mon : their calling and buſinefſle common , tending to the 
common good of them and theirs : their crofſes common , 
yea their punifhments, their poſterity, their dwelling, their 
friends are common : Shall their God then bee ſeverall? 
Shall their religion and worſhip bee disjointed ? No, ſure : 
mutuall wants and needs, muſt unite and reconcile them to 
one God with common conſent 

Fourthly , Religon 15 the golden Cement of all fellow- 

i Fs. _ ſhips,and untons,both to knit,znd to ſanfifie the ſame more 

Cemne of a1 firmely and cloſely together. That union , which is not 

ſllowfhip. thus faſtened, js but as the union of thoſe foxes , backward , 

by firebrands 11\ their tailes, ſoone diſſolved, and very hurt- 
full. The Iewes have a pretty obſervation upon the Ebrew 
name of the woman , the firſt and laſt letters whereof make 
up the name lah, God : which ifthey be taken from 5 
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middle letters, leave all ina combuſtion, for they ſignife 
fire. It God incloſe not marriage both before and after, and 
be not in the middeſt of it , by this band of religious feare ; 
marriage is nothing fave a fire : a contentious and an un- 
eaceable condition : But this conſent of both in the Lord, 
1s the moſt firme and bleſſed of all. Thoſe tearmes are ever 
ſtrongeſt and beſt agreed, which agree in the beſt third, or 
couple. Now the Lord 1s the belt , and the ſafeſt band. 
What a ſweet glafle is it for husband and wife to ſee each 
others face, yea heart in,to be acquainted with each others 
graces, or wantsto be aſſured of eack others love and lojall 
affeRion, then to looke how they ſtand affeted to the band 
of their union, I meane fellowſhip in religion, faich, hope, 
and the fruits, 
Fifthly , let us examine this truth, but onely in one prime 
and chiefe a& of religion, and that is faith 1a the alſuttici- p;gm one in. 
encie of providence : and that will teach us the reſt. What nce, vs. 
is the married eſtate, ſave a very (tage pf wordly care to act their necfliry 
her part ? Single perſons never come to underſtand what of joint ruſt 
care meanes, till marriage come. Thats the black oxe which * 
treades heard upon them... How ſhall this tread de borne,ex- 
cept faith in the promiſe a& another patt , of holy careles 
nefle ( I meane in point of carking? ) Surcly,as the faſhion 
of ſome countries j$to hang up a Ccare-cloth in the Bride» 
chamber, to coole the heat of other affeions in the mar- 
ried, and te put them in mind what an eſtate they are en- 
tring upon ; ſo, well may this cloth of care ever hang in 
their chamber, except faith take it downe and faſten their 
care upon him that careth for them, cutting off all ſfuperflous 
carking. Now this grace belongs jointly to both of them : 
not only to the husband , who tollowes the world haid to 
leaſe his wife ; but allo to the wife, who ( as the Apoſtle 
ith ) is as ready to pleaſe him. What a gulfe of care doe 
both umplunge themſelves into, except the Lord vouchafe 
them his antidote? What craft, trickes , coolenages , . - 
ceits will *hey not find out, toſcrape and rake together , 2! 
being fiſh that comes into their net ? What clamors , dii- 


contents, and brawles will ariſe, if defeated of their wills ? 
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What baſeneſſe willutter it ſelfe, upon any other expences, 
then expeted? Butlet the Lord be their portion,rocke,and 
defence , and what candiſtrat them : How ſweetly will 
both draw in this yoake, if, as they have made God the God 
of the hilles,ſo they can make him of the vallies,l meane;the 
God of their bodies as well as their ſoules ? Now, if this one 
joint gift do ſo runne through all their life , what will joint 
conſent in all graces do, as hope of ſalvation, fitneſle to die, 
mercy and compaſſion, love,feare, meekneſle, and the reſt ? 
All which in their kind , under faith, ferve to furniſh the 
married condition with cententment and welfare. 

Nothing hath Sixtly and laſtly ,what can ſo aſſuredly bring in bleſſing to 

ſuch bicſling the bedies, ſoules, poſterity, families, and attempts of each 

annexed tO ite 167,45 jointneſſe of religion? when both are agreed of their 
verduid, and one buildes up as faſt as the other ? when no 

ſooner the one enterpriſes any thing , but the other joines 

in a commending it to God , for bleiling. They not daring 

to goe to worke in an unbleſt way, without God. That no 

ſooner they ſpie an infirmicy , much more a corruption in 

each other, but they reſerve it for matter of humiliation , a- 

gainſt nexttime : No fooner they meet with a mercy , but 

they make it matterof thanks, keeping the Alter ever burn- 

ing with this fewell and Sacrifice : What a ſweet deriva- 
tion is this to both, of pardon and bltfling ? What a war- 
rant is it unto them both ,. that each ſhall ſhare in all good, 
when as both doe equally need it , ſo each ſeekeit of God ? 
When God is made both of Court and Counſell, privy to all 
doubts, feares and wants of both , what can fo aſſure them 
of an happy condition, when cenſuring, condemaing, or 
quarreling each with other, is turned ito a mutuall melting 

- in Gods boſome, for the greefs and complaints of one ane- 

ther : when in Chriſt their Advocate they ſanQifie all to 
themſelves and make all things pure to them, bed, board, 
love, crofles, mercies, which elſe to ethers are uacleane , 
and defiled. This for Reaſons. 

A queſtion here offers it ſelfe, if the grace of the married 
mult be joint, what is go be ſaid when the husband will not 
concurre with the wife, or ſhe with um, in ſuch duties of 


piety 
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piety or mercy , as doe mutually concerne them? Muſt ſhe 

then deſiſt, for lacke of jointneſſe ? I anſwer : The queſtion @,., /t 
were much-harder, if it were made of ſachan husband , as 70; ; 
not onely doth not concurre actually with the wife , butis oe pry vill 
contrarily minded unto her. I will therefore frame the an- 1.0: pxme 11th 
ſwer to both caſes : I fay thenthat the wife may ſupply the the other 
defe of his non-concurrence with her, in theſe afts of re= Aw. 
ligion,or Charity. For why ? his defect of j oining,although 
it may hinder the grace of theduty, yet it muſt not hinder 
the eflence of performance : better 1s it, that God be ſerved, 
in prayer, in ang the family, training the children; that 
the poore be relieved, and good done , as it may be, then 
not at all : Not onely becauſe the defe&t may poſlibly pre- 
ceed in the man rather from impotency , and weakeneſle : 
in which reſpeR, the wife making ſupply ( e{pecially being 
eminently better fitted then other women are ) doth as it 
were, obtaine acceptarce of both, as it both could joine,and 
the hnsband could bee the mouth of the woman to God. 
This being provided, that her gifts conſiſt in an humble mo= 
defty , as 1n other ſufficiency. But beſides alſo, though the 
husband be oppoſite to good himſclfe, yet if he connive at 
good in her, (he muſt not under any pretext, detrat the du- 
ty from God, by his lewdnefle, and incarre double wrath 
| hon God. Nay I adde further, although he be actually op- 
polite , that is forbid it to be done, yevas the caſe may re- 
quire, through neceflity of preſent miſeries, the is bound to 
ſtep out from her ordinary courſe , as Abigail did in Nabals 
deſperate abandoning of Davids ſervants. But I wilh tae 
Reader to ſuſpend nisthoughts awhile , till I ſhall finde fit- 
ter occaſion to treate of this anſwer : which will be after- 
ward , partly in the dutic of the kusbands underltanding , 
partly of the wives tubj«tion. Here therefore I doe but 
touch it. FI: 0. 

I proceed to the uſe,as I began. And that is,firſt Reproo? Keproofe, 
of a Fooliſh contrariety of couples in this kinde. They wall S<veratneſle 
be religious in marriage , but how? Forſooth as they were 9relgion in 
before : they will goe apart by themfelves , and ſeverally ; linfol f : - 


but, this jointneſle of worthip , they abhorre , astoo ftrift ,,4. 
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defe& in marriage duties each to other. Theſe they are a- 
ſhamed to make eaCh other privy to. God onely is ( they 
thinke ) meeteſt to be acquainted with them : Why ? are 
you ſuchſtrangers ? Were you not as able before marriage, 
as now, to doe this ? Are you now in no deeper relations , 
then before ? Then you could not, but now you may doe 0- 
therwiſe,and will you not doe it ? I cannot better deſcribe 
the folly hereof, then by the fondneſſe of ſuch wives, as 
when they ſpeake to their husbands, they call them by tkeir 
names, or place, Maſterſucha one, or fohn, Richard , &c. 
{o, as any other might call them, as well as they , or as they 
might call them, before marriage. Surely the name of your 
relation, husband , or wife, I thinke , were fitter for them 
then common names. The like I fay here , ſuch a religion 
(I tcow ) were fitter for you,as might beſt agree with your 
neere union; and not ſuch as any unmarried” perſon may 
enjoy. Woe to himythat is alone faith Eccleſiaſtes, for, if he 
fall who ſhall helpehim? And, to one, how ſhould there 
be heate? (he meanes of generation ) But, two are better 


then one : how doth this agree with the courſe of fuch ? 


They are alone even when they are two : and they are two 
{divided) when they ſhould be as one. Surely if they ſhould 
claime power in ſeverall over their owne bodies, or power 
to have a ſeverall purſe, or aſtocke going apart, it were 
lefle ſinfull , thenthus to nouriſh a worſhip of God , who! 

apart from each other. May any ſo fitly joine in mutuall 
confeſſion or thanks as they , who have but one God , and 
can ( as one ſoule in two bodies ) fellew-feele, and com- 
paſſionate each others caſe as his owne ? Is there any rent 


10 bad, asinaſecmelefſe coate ? What Can this diviſion {a- 


vor of, but pride, fingularity , ſelflove? Or how would the 
devilldeſire to rule, rather then by this {eperation ? I aske, 


doit 


LCC EE r——_ 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. -”” 


doſt thou hold the body,or the body thee ? And, whom hur. bs 
teſt thou herein, ſave thine own body and ſoule,by refuſeing 
ſuch a ſaccor? Wouldeſt thou not think it an unkindneſſe in 
the heart and liver, if it would keep in all ſpirits and bloud 
within themſelves , and tranſmit none to other parts ? Muſt 
1t not threaten (as he ſaid once) putrifaRtion and obſtruQi- 
on to themſelves,and ruine to the whole ? So much for this 


firſt 


Secondly, this reproves all ſuch couples , as are rather - _ - 
+ INIrers © 


backbyaſes each to others in the matters of Gol, then hel- ,, 
each other in 
pers either in ordinances, or.duties. Such as, when family 4. j9jar re- 
duties are called for,cither by husbands,or wives, then they ligionyo be 
lay loggs in each others way , then of all other times , their caxee. 
buſinefle ſticks to their tingers, then they have molt irons in 

the fire to attend , errands abroad, or Children within, to 

ranne upon, to drefle : It private duties be occalioned,much 

more awck and untoward they are : If any dy of com- 
paſſion,and mercy offer it ſelfe, viſiting the ſicke , counſel- 

ling of the diltrefled , helping of the needy ,"come in their 

way, they lowre , and crofſe it , diſinay each other from it. 

Nay, and yet profeſle to be religious neverthelefſe. Oh wo- 

full ones ! Is this your conſent ? Doe you thus honour your 

' marriage ? Did you enter it with ſome opinion of religion , 

and doe you thus promote it? Is it not a ſweet noſegay for 

you to\{mell to, to heare your kusbands alledgings, this duty, 

Sabbath, Sacrament, Faſt, had beene done, fanihed, en- 

joyed, hadſt not thou bindred ? Take heed,God will not be 

mocked ! If this be done by the religious, what ſhallthe ir- 

religious doe ? If this be done in the greene tree,what ſhall 

be done in the dry ? 

Thirdly,it reproves all ſuch as baſcly reſt inthe religion of Branch 3. 
each other,though themſelves looke after none. Many wo- | * 8 - _ 
men good for not hingbut for drudgery , yet have a concet ,,,, a. 
husbands praiers,thc1r zeale and holines ſhal ſerve their turn, cq, G 


and under that ro:ten ragge,they ſhroud themſelves. Nono, 
this plaiſter is too narrow for the fore: If each party will fare 
the better for other,both muſt combine,both mult pray faſt, 


anRify their bleſſings and crofles , wives muſt not ey 
their 
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© their childrens backes and bellies, leaving the care of their, 
ſovles and good government to their husbands. What is 
this, but to be a true ave, but an unfaithfull wite ? Rather 
ſay thus, husband , I have apart in them, as well as thou, 
ſure I am, they have received as much of old Adaw from me, 
as thee : Oh, that I had as carefull a ſpirit to traine themup, 
as thou. So in other parts of duty , reſt not cither of you in 
othersreligion, being barren your ſelves, for each tub ſhall 
{tand on his owne bottome. The goodneſſ? of one ſhall not 
be imputed to other ; but the foule that ſinneth ſhall die, 
Take heed leſt it be verified, two ſhall be in one bed, the one 
taken, the other refuſed ! As God hath made you for mar- 
riage tobee one fleſh, ſo ſee that by grace you bee one 
ſpirit. 
Mrricd per- ; Fourthly, to theſe may be added the prepoſterouſneſſe of 
I”-s whot2- (ch couples, as arethen ſafeſt, when as they forſaking their 
ris bg boſome feÞwihip, runne into the company of ſtrangers, to 
1d 19.16 ro Converſe with : to them they impart their marriage diſcon- 
lr g'rs, tents, crave counſell, adviſe from them, betraying ( by their 
tauity, pratice) their husbands to baſe report ; all, and more then 
all their grigfes they powre into ſtrange boſomes, refuſing 
their owne, who are much better then themſelves, and then 
-3ts beſt done, when mott privily, and fartheſt from their 
husbands notice : But they may never heare of any thing 
from them, except with up brading and diſcontent : They 
mult either heare of it frpmſtrangers,or not at all. Oh,how 
many of theſe houſewives have deceived both Miniſter, 
friends, and husbands by their ſubtilty ? till afterward their 
ſinne betray them , what mettall and ſtampe they are of ! 
The truth is , their love 1s unſound , their hearts turbulent , 
their tongues querulous and clamorous: But,it their husbands 
be taken from them,and their eicſores remooved, then religi- 
ous perſons, and the Miniſter ſhall no more heare of them; 
their hearts are upon new liberties, all their gronings are 
vanithr, and the next husband ( though leſle religious then 
the former ) pleaſeth them better. Oh wofull hypocrites, 
thus to colour over a r0:ten heart, withreligious complaints! 
(ot (hall meer with you, in your kinde , and make your 
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{clves at laſt your owne judges, when his plagues ceaze up- 
on you ! repent beforehand , and prevent them, if you bee 
wile. Your {inne1s hereby worſe then others, who perhaps 
of meere ignorance neglect this duty , being stherwiſe ho- 
nelt : To whomI give this caveat, let your finne this day 
come to your remembrance, amend it, and the good Lord 
regard not , but paſſe by your former errors upon your Re- 
pentance. 

As for thoſe couples who are both agreed in their grace» 
lefſe contempt of this duty , as they allo are in all ordinary 
worſhip of God , they belong net to this place, I have be- 
fore ſpoken to ſuck in the peint of ancquall matches ; They 
( of all others ) are furtheſt off, let them prepare to make 


| anſwer to their Indge , who being commanded to honour 
. their marriage with mutuall religion, dare mock God thus. 


Indeed in one ſenſe it may be ſaid,they are equally religious, 
for the one hath as much as the other, neither barrell betrer 
herring, for both are profane , and gs they entred ſothey 
continue. Well, God could have prometed you to ſome 
honour : but your ſclves have choſen ſhame, he hath powred 

contempt upen you, thanke your (elves 
Thirdly , this teacheth us the true canſe, why ſo many 
couples leade a ſad comfortleſſe life : ſome cry out, they can 
have no peace one with another ; others, that they thrive 
not, cannot be well reported of , or, their children diſquiet 
them : God 1s againſt them, nothing proſpers : Alas ! what 
wonder | God 1s the laſt end of your thought , he isnot ſet 
ap in your married eſtate ! he isthruit out into the backe 
roome ; who yet ſhould beall in all, cluete in your ſoules, 
prayers, family, worſhip , hee is nothing at all, and js ic 
range nothing goes forward ? How ſhould it? Surely if 
it ſhould ( as perhaps ſome as bad as yourthrive ) I ſhould 
thinke he meant to Ieftroy you ! But now, tince le ſends 
this Baylifte to arreſt you, and filles you with adverſity, I 
hope it 15 to bring you toa parlee ( as A&/alom in burniye 
r_ barely ) to provoke and ttirre you up to lay hol-tupon 
1m, in due ſeaſon ! Bethinke your clves, fet han us beer, 
honour him, and ke will honour you, but if you Kichoour 
T bus 
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him , he will ( as Samxcl told Eli) lightly eſteemeof you : 
Prevent it in time , care ke come upon you worſe ; he hath 
hitherto beene onely as a mothe,and deftroied your beautie, 
but ke can teare you in pieces aSa Lion, if you looke not to 
it ! picke out the fecret canker out of this apple, elſe it will 
conſume all : And this I adde, althoughyou ſhould ſwimme 
in all welfare, and prong your dates, if this be all your 
meurning,for corne and oylezit ſhall be given youas a curſe: 
if youſce not Gods meaning, and honour not your marriage, 
by reſigning up-your Crowne , and cafting it at Gods feet, 
depending upon him. for bleſſing ; you ſhalldie diſhone- 
rablely ,and live 'witheut comfort : its not all the wealth 
you have ſhall helpe you to joy, but rather as quailes ſhall all 
. come out at your noſtrills,and leave you deſolate. 
Pſe 4. Fourthly, let this be exhortation to all good couples, who 
Exha:Zzzon feare God, to be joint intheir religion together. - And here 
| toallg od give meleave to ſpeake a word or two of ſome particular 
couples to be duties:and then of your generall converſe. Touching the for- 
joint in their qrer,, Iwould touch theſe two, the one touching: family 
religion, worſhip, outward,the other touching that grace mentioned 
in the Carch reaſon before, I meane faith in Gods provi- 
dence, which is inward. I begin therefore with this. Con- 
ſider both of you, there is but need ofit , in this your courſe 
of wordly dealing: moſt couples are met to encreaſe carki 
and diſtruſt, as much raine to make a terrent. The Devi 
will ſo ſtuffe and hill them with carking and covetouſteſle , 
their owne baſe hearts ſetupon the creature, will ſo inflame 
them , the error of the wicked will fo pollute them through 
luſt, by their curſed example , that many who met together 
in hope to become Saints, after they are met, proove little 
better then diſguiſed heathen '.Well might the Apoſtle joine 
the caveat of marriage here, withthat of covetoufneſle in the: 
next verſe : and marke his phraſe, let not your converſation 
te in covetouſnzſſe : the words arc, roll not ( as the doore 
1-0n her hinges) in the love of filver : his meaning is this, 
marriage is 4 rolling up and downe from cae caraall buſines 
to anther : the calling, the looking to children, buying 1n, 
paying oat, Rtocking the groundes, railing of counnodity 
thereupon, 


Both inward, 
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thereupon, going out and in, and walking in a round of the 
world: nothing but ſcuffling and ſhuffling to get and ſcrape: 
except there be this gift of faith to ſeaſon the heart in all 
this orbe and round : to ſettle it in the center of providence, 
to ſweeten it with affiance in God. Alas, clſe,all the queſti- 
ons will be, how ſhall theſe chargabe fervants be fed ? how 
ſhall all theſe debts be paid ? what lofles are here in our cat- 
tel? how poorec are our takings in our ſhops ? our trades 
are meane,our Children are many,what ſhall we cate, wher- 
with ſhall we be cloathed ? Alas, little thought I at firſt en- 
trance, that marriage had beene of this die , I thought all 
had beene white and fairs : now I fee corne, cattell, huſ- 
bandry , houſewifery , all lies at the curtefie of mercy , the 
ſtocke is out, and except God blefle it , may never come in 
againe, except God give ſucceſle, good ſeaſons of weather, 
crops will faile, rents will be unpaid, and we may dic beg- 
gers.VW hat? did you think marriage was but a ſong,z ſport,an 

; hony moenc, of one daies jollity ? did younot confider,that 
. its a perpetuall exerciſe of faith, for your ſelves, for your 
. Children, for your ſervants, and buſineſſe ? If you did not , 
. then learne wiſdome now : God hath ſet you init, totry 
.-You, what mettall you are made of : whether it will make 
| you rob gracious believers, who commend 
' yourſelves and all to God , ſhutting up your ſelves in his 
. Arke , that the flopds of great waters overflow not. I tell 
. you marriage is a ſtage for fajth to at upon, to caft and ver.- 
. tureall upon him , who will care for you, and promiſeth 
.. todo all your workes for you. Be. therefore beth of you 
Juſt before God , walke in this command of faith, as well 
-:@8-any, yea this before any. Take no carking thought how 
- Cluldren ſhould be maintained , educated, portiened, mar- 
.ried.. Doe not as one lately did: baving one. ſonne borne, 
he vowed he would have no more, whatſoevercame of it , 
for he meant to leave that child,: all his eſtate , ( judge by 
the way inte what noiſome ſnares a þaſc heart bronght him 
into ) and he whould haye no moretobetbeggers. Would 

. it be thought,this Divell of gnbelicte were ſo ranke?::Why, 


martiage. will make covctouſnes-a veniall finne, ( worte 
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then the Pope makes it ) withont faith, 
F:ichcheprin » B® refolyed of it, faith mit be your onely nelpe, to ſtop 
cpall pep of you from drowning in this gulfe, Plfe no farme , or occu- 
rhe maruacd, pying will be great enough: you would thinke all your lite 
ut a moment, tor the ſaiisfying of an iofatiable ſpirit ? So 
many irons at once in the tire, till one marre another, an4 
overthrow all. Elſe,you will pick quarrels with your trades, 
and be ready to forſake them, as fiſt as you emorace them , 
and ſo wearie your ſelves with loſſes, till ruined. Elſe you 
will be ſo ſordid , ſo pinching and baſe in your houſe keep- 
ing, ſo ſubtile,falſc inyour ſelings,you will grow defrauders, 
oppreflors, ulurers; and Cheaters, in your traftique and 
trades, ſo eager in your toile, ſo impatient of a defeate, 
ſo injurious and unmercifull not onely -to your beaſts, 
but evento your wives, ſelves, ctuldren , fervants : fo 
baſe in your works of charity , that both God and men 
loath and be weary of you. What patternes of ſuch married 
1: faite miſe» 0neS , doth almolt every towne afford? And when God 
r:es of the  frownes upon them, then they knaw their tongues for vex- 


married ation and wax-as profane in the firſt Table, ſcerners of 
_— - worlkip, and Sabbarhs, as before unjuſt in the ſecond: Ther- 
ry 


Gods ocovi- fore, ive by faith both husband without, and wife within, 
SR this is a joint worke of both 2 (of your ſeverall duties I ſhall 
, ſpeakeaftrr;) doth gainejcome in,and wealth abound ? Set 

not your heart upon 1t': benot giddie , wanton , ſenſuall : 

- faith abhorres {ach behaviour, and ſettles the foule in a ſober 

frame of thankfulnefſe:; doth God crofſe you ? Diftruſt him 

not, deze not your hearts, Godis able to ſupply it. How 

. elſe was David ſupported, when not onely city and wealth, 

+ but alſo wives were carried captives? ſurely by faith he com- 

. farted himfelfe ih God , and recovered all. Am 1 in debts? 

, God will pay them: -I came not-into them by my ſinne, but 

God brought mein, by providence : he therfore ſhall bring 

me out :} Have L loſſes ? God will reſtore them as to Fob : 

AmlIficke in-body ? diſeaſed, husband and wife cachlying 

upon others hand, threatned by creditors, togoe to prilen , 

. fallen into the hand of a mercileſſe:Landlord ?- faith will caft 

+ you upon a merciful God t and although the common pro- 
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verbe is, faith will never buy corne nor clothes : yer do buc- 


zmproove it, and thou ſhalt tinde, it will be like Salomon fil- 
ver, and antver all things, buy all marquets : Sheſerves a 
walter who can mollifie the hearts of the cruelleft enemy , 
will ſooner ſuffer the Lyons to be hungerbir, then his povre 
ſhifclefle Lambes ro want : All the fihes in the ſea are his, 
his are all the ſheepe ona thouſand hills, all the mines of 
red and white carth, ail the mony in all men purſes : All 
things are Chriſts, thou being his ali things are thine , and 
ſhall be caſt in asan overplus unto thee : Thou nececlt no: 
fay , husband, wife , we ſhall be deſtroyed one day by this 
poverty ; therefore wee mult fall to indire&courſes , as 0- 
thers, to bring in the penny : No; let Atheiſts ſay thus, they 
who have a God to truſt to, let them never diſhonor him, 
by ſuch doings : thereby making him their enemy , leſt they 
be compelled to ſpeake for ſomewhat. Hethat clothes the 
afle of the ficld, and the lilizs, which neither labour noc 
inne , much more will doe fer them that truſt him; you 
os no hard maſter, nor one, that needs your ſinne to ſerve 
his providence. This faith muſt be Domina fac totum , (he 
doe all and ſuffer all, and carry all , ſhe muſt be the ſtir- 
ring houſewife ( or clſc in vaine doe others itirre ) who can 
doe more with ſitting ſtill, then all others, though each 
finger were a thumbe : By her thetefore and her daughter 
atience pofleſſe your ſoules,. and commend your ſelves to 
um, who will WS your deſire, This for the former parti- 
cular, for faith in the promiſe. 

The other particular is ontward , which is the joint ſer- 
ving of God in the family. Though both of you pray not , 
yet the one hold it up inthe others abſence , and ſ{ct up God 
with both hands in your houſe: Let prayer, reading, and o- 
ther worſhip hanſell your dwelling and ſan&ike it, at your 
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firſt entrance, and afterward ſeaſon and {weeten it , and all, <lol:ly. 


both perſons and things that belong to that : Let all goe 
under the banner and protection of God by it. It mult be 
as the Temple morning and evening ſacrifice, wha elſe fo 
.ever you adde thereto , you may , but this muft be conſtant. 


The holy Ghoſt loves to honour this Sacrifice through the 
T3 Scriptrre 
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Seripture : Daxiel would pray at the ſeaſon of it, Eliah 
would off-r his ſacrifice at that time , and fo the reſt. And 
this Sacrifice made all the reſt welcome,and bleſſed, There- 
fore be joint in it ; begin not zealouſly at firſt, and end in 
the fleſh , which is the cuſtome of moſt couples. Looke not 
aſquint wich an evill eye upon it,to caft your bufineſles fo un- 
happily, as to trench —_ the ſeaſon thereof : asif your 
hearts ſecretly grudged at God in it, and could ſcarſe be- 
teame it. Both of you be juft before God in it : ſtriving who 
ſhould goe before the other in it : be no ſnare each to other 
not onely by your backwardnefle and murmuring at it , not 
ſo much as in your indifferency of ſpirit toward it : leaſt you 
defile each other by it, and ſo you grew mannerly to put it 
off at firſt , and then by degrees by any trifling occaſion to 
outweare it. Know it, that by the defacing of this, you out- 
weare all bleſſing, and goe in the rowe of them of whom 
i's ſaid : poure out thy wrath upon the families which call 
not upon thy name. Be very ſerious to taske yourſelves to 
it, to preſſe each other not onely to « performing of it in 
general, to ſay a few praiers”, but to bee inſtant, fervent, 
and conſtant in it. The ſeaſoning of your children, the awe 
and government of your ſervants depends upon it : and 
where its wanting, both preve ruinous, and bratiſh, beſides 
the miſery of the whole family condition. Vie all wiſdome 
thou man, all prevention and <carely care , thou woman, 
both without and within, that all bufines and occaſions may 
be ſet at a ſtay, and diſpatcht,thatthis weighty affaire ſtand 
not let for them, Be ſure that thy heart ſmite thee not oft in 
the day, when ſhrewd turnes befall thy children, thy houſe 
1s in danger by caſualty of fire ,-thy husband and thou quar- 
rell, or any other fad accident-happen; to ſay, theſe are, 
becauſe we ſought not God this day ; therefore is this mi{- 
chance befallen me 1n my cattell, or in my travaile, or by a 
fall off my horſe , or ill ſucceſle in my buſinefſe, or thc like. 
Let not the comming in of friends, ſtrangers, break it off: 


kt not looſe tb it,leaſt eachtoy unſettle it. Awe the family to 


It, both Joine in the drawing of your inferiors to reverence 
ut ; leaſt it forme and commones once breake 1n, the next 
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newes be, wearineſſe,and ſobreaking it off. And withpraier, 
let ſolemne calling of the children an4 ſervants to accompr 
bepractiſed. If you can pollibly let the morning rather then 
noonetide be your appointed ſeaſon, left neceſſary occaſi- 
ons deprive ſome , whom ir concernes. Chuſe jt before 
meales, if it be poſſible : If the greatneſle of houſehold hin- 
der that, then take beed that droulinefſe , ſlumber, and the 

Divell ſet not in their foote to marre all, which for the moſt 

part is the canker of moſt family duties : which through 

cuſtome is made nothing of, till it bave caſt out duty it ſelfe 

upon the dunghilt. I ſhall ſpeake more of the mans daty in 

ſpeciall, afterward : this now I thought good to premiſe in 

generall. And this of theſetwo particulars, of the joint duty 

of couples be (aid. Now I come to the generall exhortation, 

and fo finiſh the Chapter. 

Let it be therefore exhortation to all good couples, to be 
mutuall in all religious duties, ordinances, and ſervice of 
God. This will ſtrengthen the wheele of marriage life, 1s the 
ſtrong ſpoakes in the cart wheele, ſtrengthen it , from crac- 
king,and {plicting.Live not like ſtrangers to God: for fo ſhall 
you never be inward with each other : your life will waxe 
common and fulſome, paſt and ſpent out in a ſhaddow and 
Vanity, yea Vexation of ſpirit : and at your death, you ſhall 
ay , alas we never knew one another truely. I dare not 
ſnare you for ſettneſſe of Canonicall houres , or for oftneſſe 
ofduty : I leave that to your owne experience, who ſhould 
beſt know each others wants, or at leaſt your owne to draw 
you to it. It is not meet families be made privieto the pri- 
vacie of their gov2rnors : it is the next way to make them 
deſpiſed : its > referring them: toyour owne ſeaſons : ex- 
cept your ſolves £2 :he whole fanuly , for thea the diffe- 
rence is faken away. I ay, there may bee ſecret caſes, 
wherein cven cach p.tic may chaſe ſecrecie; in ſuch, 
be wits, and powre out your hearts to God , apart, as 1ts 
Vke Arbecca did fn he iirite of her twins. There is a 
ſeaſon tor all iniogs : and miiage fecrels are lacrecly to 
be kept. Thc: ctfore lay er this be ihe Chicke pearle of the 
marriage crowne; fcaich out all thy coxruptions : make a 
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regiſter of all favors of God , which God hath grantedto 
thee, and tothy wife in common ; ſuch as at the time of re- 
cciving, ſeemed molt pretious,and might ill have bin ſpared: 
marke how the Lord hath gone before thee and ordered thy 
converſation ; conſider together how happily, and yet per- 
haps hardly you met in marriage : What ſound love, and 
covenant the Lord bre4 at firſt in you : kow they kave ſance 
held firme ; and although many things have come in to 
weaken them, yet they have not prevailed. Conſider how 
y our hearts are drawne daily each to other : calmeth your 
unquiet ſpirits , ( which otherwiſe would not keepe com- 
paſle ) ſo that you looke not each _ the other with the 
eyes of Serpents, but of Doyes. Obſerve how Sabbaths and 
Sacraments arc bleſſed , how your faith and peace growes, 


your feares decay, how your corruptions are purged ; what 


dangers in body , ſtate, children you avoid ; and what ſor- 
rowes, which coniber others, you are free from: alſo what 
ſuccefle in your childrens craQablenefle, and towardnefle : 
what faithtulnefle and ſubjeRtion 1n your ſervants, ( for is 
it not God, who makes many ſtout ſtomackes of both ſexes, 
iubjetto weake governors ? ( as David faith ) how your 
fdlowſhip with the geod encreaſes , what new bleſlings 
are fallen upon you, in perſons, names, trades, poſterity : 
Marke alſo well, where Satan moſt inſulteth, and where the 
hedge is loweſt with you : what corruptions (as old ſores ) 
brea ke our in their ſeaſons , which yet ſeemed to be quaſht 
before; what luſtes of the heart, luft of the cie,or pride of life 
Lubbles up from within : Looke not each into kim or her 
ſclfe, but each into other, as having intereſt deeply planted ; 
yet doe it not with curiolity but ſimplicity : By this meanes 
both abundant matter and manner,as oile to the lampe,will 
offer themſelves tonouriſh this ordinance ; all luſt of floth, 
all ruſt of eaſe, wearinefle will be filed off. And a free heart 
to make God the unipire of your differences ( if any be , as 
how can 1t beavoided, but arroote of bitternefſe within, 
will lefle or morebreake out ) the compoſer of your hearts, 
the granter of your requeſt» , and the gracer of your marri- 
ages will be obtained. And fcare nor, leſt this courſe ſhould 
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in time wearieyou, or alienation each from other ſhonld 
grow , to diſtalt this duty ; for the Lord who hath founded 
it, will owneit, and can bleſſe it , and keepe out diforder ; 
and the ſweet fruit of this ſervice, will ſo both prevent, at- 
tend and follow you, inall your waies, thatyou ſhall feele 
your ſelves to walke cach before other, and beth before 
God, lefſe tooſely, more ſoundly and fafely : For why? how 
can it otherwiſe be, when Co of you remeraber whom 
you uſe to goe to, ( as tethe oath and covenant) both in 
your confellions, on which you ſhame your ſelves for your 
faylings, and in your requeſts, craving pardon and purging, 
and where you have dene wel,to praiſe him for ſupport,and 
to be thanktull for that adminiſtration and proteRtion of his, 
under which(as his beloyed)you have bin, all the day long, 
I conclude therefore, goc to God mote jaintly then ever; 
hold , and pull more hard and cloſe together , fo oft as you Fxhortat ion 
oto the throne of grace;efpeeially,when as with that good *9 privite en- 
acch, you are reſolved not to ceaſe wraſtling till you be E: ule with 
bleſſed : compell him to fend you away with yourrequeſt, © * 
elſeyou cannot be anſwered Goe by a promiſe in your Ad- 
vocate, and fay, now Locd,this new ſtite of ours, requireth 
new manners, new ſ{clfedeniall, new faith, new life, a doa- 
ble portion of grace ; begge it therefore as Fiifhe did; all 
that belong to you, requirea new part in you : And, 
who is ſufficient for theſe ? Make your felves nothing : 
and God all in all , who can fatishe you. Seperate not 
your {elves in theſe duties, as ethers doe in Congregs- 
tions, or others in boord and bed, butfay , come, let 
us pray together , confefle , givethanks, I am asthou art, 
my people asthine, my horſes as thine, my thoughts, affeRi- 
c ns, members, as thine. By this meane, love ſhall fo grow, 
that it ſhall ourgrew all diltempers : you ſhall fay of each 
other, I never thought my wife had the tithe of that grace 
in her heart, or thzt my husband had halfe that 'humble- 
neſſe, compaſſion, faith , which now I perceive. Thoſe 
evills, thoſe inirmities , which wonld for ever have cftran- 
ged foe, and cauſed diſtaſt, | ſee in him, m her, breed fo 
much the more love tomy loule, ſynmparby, andanercy: This 
| V from 
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mes of hony and butter ( as [ob ſpeakes ) into all the lifes 
Eſpecially, when croſſes and ſtreights ſhall befall you, then 
hillGod be neereſt of all unto you, and be afflited with 
you inall : becauſe you hive made him the God of your 
mounteynes, he wilbee the God of you valleys alſo, whenas 
others, who never thus traded with him,ſhalbe ſent to their 
Tdolls,and to ſhifte for themſelves. And as touching the firſt 
duties,of mutuallnes , viz. of theſe fowre jointneſle of religi- 
' on aud worſhip,thus much. 


Cua?®. VII, 


The ſecond mutuall duty of the Married vis. 
Conjugall love handled. 


The —_ Now proceed to the ſecond mayne and joint duty of the 

quan marryed which is conjugall Love: For the better hand- 

1e marryed, .. ur” - 

Conjugal love UNS wherof it will not be amiſle firſt to premiſe ſomewhat, 
touching the nature of1t: and then to ſhew ſome reaſons; 
why it ſhould bee jointly preſerved , adding ſome meanes 
wherby it may bee done,and ſo,concluding with uſe. 

Lve cvght ro That infinitely and onely wiſe God who buth upholdeth 

be j-nily pre* by his providence, all his creatures in their kindes and ſubſi- 

_—_ ; _ {ting,and hath by one ſoule of harmony and conſent,accor- 

non 09 dedeach with other, for their mutuall ayde and ſupport: 

a much more hath his hand in the accorde of reaſonable 
creatures,their fellowſhip and league together, as without 
which they could not well continue jntheir welfare & pro- 
ſperity. And therfore,for the more ſweete reconciling and 
uniting of rhe affections of one to another in every kinde of 
league and fellowſhip,both the more genera)l and :common, 
ltanding in outward commerce, and the more neer & cloſe, 
aS infriend hip and marriage ; he hath accordingly planted 
in every naturt,ſexe and perſon more or lefle Simpathy , that 
the one not poſlibly beeing able to ſubſiſt without the other, 
might 


from this welſpring of joint worſhip , ſhall lowe fren- | 
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might by this tye, each love the other , and be knit to the 0- 
ther in union and affefion. This appeares even inthe moſt 


in perſons,yet even there , is ſcene a generall kinde of love, 
each man chuſing to trade and trattique wth them, whoſe 
ſpirit and frame 1s moſt ſutable to their owne. When God 
meant to enrich the Iſraelites by the bounty of the Egypti- 
ans , he darted in for the time ſuch aſympathie into their 
hearts, that they found favour jn their e1es ; ſo that nothing 
was then too deare for them, jewels and gold and filver, 
till they had 1mpoveriſht themſelves. And , in thoſe combi- 
nations of men which are grounded in law and civill order 
in commonwealtks and Corporations , although there be a 
neceflary bond, to keepe all forts within order and govern- 
ment : yet there is to be obſerved between thoſe members,a 
more peculiar bond betweene ſome then others , through a 
ſutcableneſle of diſpoſition that is in them , whereby for 
ſpec-all cauſes, the one doth more tendeily aff:& ſome one 
or other,then the common body can affe& u ſelte. '1 his yet 
doth much more appeare in the league of friend{hip,wherin 
we ſee God doth fo ordcr it, that by a ſecret inſtin of love 
and ſympathy, cauſing the heart of the one to incline to the 
other, two t:1cnds have beene knit fo cloſe to the other, 
that they have be« ne as one ſvirit in two bodies, as not only 
wee fcc in Jonathan and 'Daiid, tut in heathens which 
have ſtriven o lay dow!:e their lives for the ſafeguard 
of each other. And that the finger of od is here, appeares 
by this, thit of:imes a reaſon cannot be givea by either 


partie, why they [hould be orender cachto o:her : It be- 


ing cauſcd not by any profitable or pleaturable meane,but by 
meere ſymoathy, which is farre the more pure and noble 
cement of union, then what cle fo ever. Nay , in the very 
ſcnceleſſe creatures is to be ſeene this amity and neereneſle, 
that as ſome have an antipathy caCh to ocher, as the ſhadow 
of the walnut is 1oxious to other plants; fo , the clme and 
the vine doe naturally ſo entwine aad embrace cach the 
other, that its called, the friendly clme ; who caa tell why? 
V2 much 


Nor only bred 
remo:e contracts of buying and ſelling, borrowing and len- by peculiar 
ding: wherin althonghthe Jeague ftand rather in things then '*uR. 
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mnch more then in reaſonable creatures, it muſt be fo. And 
hence thoſe heathens ( that could gee no further ) make the 
very conſtellations of heaven, under whicktwo are borne, 
to be the cauſe and influence of their accord : I know not 
what ſtarre ( fatth one ) hath temperd my nature fo fitly 
to thine, that we ſhould be ſounited. And another, ſcof- 
fing at one he diſtaſted, tells hum, I love thee not certainly , 
and yet I cannot tell why ( for thou never hurteſt me ) but 
this I am ſure of, that I love thee ngt. What wonder then, 
if God for the preſerving of that band which is neereſt of 
all, durableft of all, and the moſt fundamental of all : hath 
much more cauſed a ſecret ſympathie of hearts to live in the 
breſts and boſomes of fome men, and ſome women, that are 
t»live in the married eſtate, ( whereof no reaſon can bee 
given, ſave the finger of God ; ) whereby I tay their hearts 
and affeftions doe conſent together, of two to become one 
flefh, the moſt inward nnion of all? Wherce is it, that ( all 
ethers ſet aſide, ſometimes more amiable in themſelves, more 
rich, better bred, and the like ) yet through this inſtin& of 
- tn-10m 0 ( an hidden and unknowne cauſe ) two con- 

ent togetherto become husband and wife? Surely by this 
it appeares, that by how much lefle reaſon can be given of 
this temperament, ſo much che more God is jn it, as purpo= 
fing by a more pretious and uniting band, then ordinary, to 
kmt themtogether, whom he parpoſeth ro maintaine in ſuch 
a lexgue,as muſt endure, apd cannot be diffolved,when once 
it is made. So that we ſee marriage love is oftime a ſecret 
worke of Ged, pitching the heart of one party upon ano- 
ther, for no knowne cauſe; and therefore where this ſtron 
lodeſtone attracts each to other , no further queſtion ws. 
to be made, but ſuch a man and ſach a womans match were 
made in heaven, and God hath brought rhem together. 

But , becauſe the finger of God is not ſo manifeſt in all 
matches as by a ſecret inſpiration to unite them : and be- 
canſe man being a reaſonable creature , is ledin affe&ions, 
not to live by fenſuall appetite , as a beaft , but by rationall 
motives and indncements : therefore providence di{co« 
vets it felfe herein alſo : even framing the matter ſo , that 
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ofrimes where this naturall inclination failes, and where in 
likely hood ſome antipathie and contrariety of ſpirits would 
appeare ; yet,by ſome accidentallendowments of religion, 
of education , of eminent naturall parts,of ſweet diſpoliti- 
on , even that party pleaſes be!t, wha yet were as likely to 
diſpleaſe as much as any in the generall. 1 fay this is a pro- 
vidence more generall,then the former : ſo ordering things, 
that where meere ſympathy failes, yet another band may 
proove ( to ſome perſons ) as pleafing andlaſting, when as 
they ſee that one defect is recompenced, with another emj- 
nencie and perfetion. Whe but God hathſo accorded it , 
that many a woman of exquifite beauty and perſon , like to 
a:trat love enough ( in a mutuall way of man ) ſhould yet 
come ſhort of inward wi”, wifedome and abilities? Surely he 
who doth all ſo well, that nothing can bee found out after 
him betterthen he hath made it, hath thus appointed it , leſt 
if all perfetions ſhould concurre in one impotent ſubjeR, 
the heart would be too big for the boſome , and ſwell into 
an exceſle of pride, and felfelove. And on the other fide, 
whe hath ſo ordred it, th at oftentimes, where beaury failes, 
where ther perſon is ordinary , there yet , theſe uncomely 
partes ſhould be cloathed with greater honour, of vertue, 
underſtanding, induſtry, providence, and other qualities of 
wnrth : and all for this univerſall end, that there might be 
an equality ? So that whereas the perſon in ſome regards 
might be an objec of diſdaine, yet in others, might beto a 
rationall and wiſe man, a meet objeRt of eſteeme,, her gifts 
drowning her defects, and ſo ſuſtaining the poore creature 
from contempt and ſcorne. Thus doth God by his wiſedome 
fo order contraries, that being brought by his own skillfull 
hand to a due temperature, they might cauſe a moſt pleaſing 
harmony : ſo that oftimes a nimble wit joyned with a more 
flow, a phlegmatique temper with a ſanguine, a melancho= 
lique with a merry, a cholerique witha mild and patient 


_ temper,, might behold the workmanſhip of God herein 


with ſuch admiration, that the frame of ſpirit which inthe 
generall might ſeeme moſt repugnant, yet in reſpe& of the 


neceflazie uſcfulnefle and comnedity thereof, might find 
. V 3 moſt 
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moſt favour. And why ? ſurely becauſe ſimilitude of diſtem- 
pers might breed a confuſion in the married eſtate, wheras 
the one quality alaying the other , might reduce the body 
to a ſweet harmony and correſpondence. So that ſtill we 
ſee God hath an hand in this union of hearts in the marricd 
and although ſome unite through a ſecret ſympathy : others 
from ſome confeſſed good and amiable objet in the party 
loved ; yet God is in them both , that by a ſtrong macrimo- 
niall knot the marnied couples might eike out that love and 
affection towards each other, which elſe neither the 
need of each other, no nor religion it ſelfe could alone, 
maintaine and preſerve, And fo much for this ſecond 
branch. 

By all T have ſaid, it may be perceaved,that by conjugall 
love, here, I meanc not oncly Chriſtian love , a grace of 
Gods ſpirit : ( tor marriage borders much what upon nature 
kndfle nor yet a carnall and ſudden flaſh of affection,cor- 
ruptly enflamed by Concupilcence: (rather brutiſh the.: hu- 
mane)but a ſweete compounde of both,religion and nature, 
the latter being as the materiall, the former as the formall 
cauſe therof; properly called Marriage love. And this love 
15 not an humor rayſed faddenly in a pang or thoade of affc- 
ion, ebbing and fiowing ; lometymes when the partics are 
ſet upon the ſtage avroad , among company and ſtrangers, 
where they woulle ate a parte for their Credit; (for family 
and place where they live oughtto bethcir true ſtage of 
Aion ) tut an habited and ſettled love planted in them by 
God, wherby in a conſtait, equall, and cheerfull conſent of 
ſpiri-,they carry themſelves each to other: cach hollow com» 
panioi wil exceed,at an od tim: and put downe true lovers? 
who if they were tryed by their unitorme love ,- would bc 


tired as jades & betray themſelves to be counterfetts : what- 


{ovever 15 accordins to God, is equall;though but weake. So 
1s this,of the love of couples : no union of imagination, mix- 
turc,nor yet bare affection, Hut ancffe A of diyincinſiitutio,be- 
tweene two, {for polygamy is the Corruption of marriage; ) 
nt to be diſſolved till death, except uncleannes divorced 1t. 
T ws love 1s (as the eccho to the voice) the vitall ipirit , and 
heart 
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heart blood of this Ordinance cauſing a voluntary and pra- 
on unionof two , without which union alone by vertue 
of Gods inſtitation,is but a forced neceſſitie. For then hath 
this ordinance her perfe&ion, when this foder of love beeing 
added thereto, maketh that union w -* cannot be broken, to 
become ſuch a willing one,as (to chuze)woulde not be bro- 
ken. Elſe fiiendſhip were a better one-(hip then marriage, 
becauſe that may be diſſolved, when it waxes a burden, wher- 
aSthis holdes, bee it never fo weariſome. But then is it 
happy when the lover and the loved enioy each other : clſe 
the tellowſhip of thoſe maried ones, whole love is degenerat 
into bitter hatred,were as good as the beſt:for the worſt,mar- 
riage is ſuch,that (tilt one ceaſe to bec )it cannot ceaſe to bee 
a knitting of two in one; no time, no diſtance of place,no ſin 
(except adultery)breaking it of: but how miſerable a nece(- 
ſity is that, which hath no law,ns remedie? Hence God hath 
allowed ſo many reſpedts and liberties in the choiſe of ha(- 
bands and wives,becauſe he would {treighten none,but that 
they might live lovingly, except the fault bee their owne.So 
that as he who marrieth for other ends, religion beeing neg- 
leted, offendeth chiefly, fo doth hee alſo , who ſhall marry 
ane religious , without due caution of other things which 
might ſtrengthen love,even hee ſhall ſin againſt the comfort 
of his owne life. And its certaine, that longer then love 
compounded of the forenamed cauſes , doth lait, marriage is 
but a carCafle voyde of life. And the ſtronger the tie is, the 
irkeſomer is marriage,becing truſtrate of that pretious thing, 
for which it ſhould love groundedly. 


Let me adde ſome reafons why this ſo jeint a bond ſhould Reaſon of it, 


bee carefully preſerved. Firſt nothing is ſo pretious among 
men 1n wor ly reſpe&s,as that for which the husband loveth 
and defireth the wife ; and ſhee him; no union ſo ſtrong as 
this;no ioy in any outward union ſo contentfull as this ; nor 
able to with well to the thing loved as this. For though I 
mult love my neighbour as my ſelfe , yet I am bound to love 
my wife otherwiſe for both kind and meaſure, then my neigh- 
bour ; yea and in ſome ſence , better then my ſelfe. And its 
truely obſerved, that this rule of loving our neighbour, is 

rather 
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rather to be expounded privatively or negattvely, then poſt- 
tively : forbidding rather to doe any hurt to my neighbour, 
which I would not doe to my felte, then commanding to do 
himſo much good as to my ſelfe :- firhence by this meane 
I ſhould be bound to feed and cloath him as my ſelfe, which 
were abuſed. But my wife I am bound to love as my ſelfe 
in both reſpeRts as my ſelfc ; both in the negative, aad athr- 
mative ſenſe. Hence is that of the Apoſtle , No man ever 
hated his owne fleſh , but nouriſht and cheriſht it, evenſo 
ought a man to love his wite as huvſclte : not onely in 
diſtreſſe, for ſo am I bound to love mine enemy , It thine e- 
nemy hunger,feed him, &c. but conftarly, and at all times. 
Hence is the generall rule, urged matually upon both, huſ- 
band, love your wives, as Chriſt loved his Church, and gave 
himſelfe forit, to purge and waſh it : that, it might bee 
without ſpot ; and the like hee profeſſeth upon the wife to 
him ; wives love your husbands , &c. noting is tobe are- 

ciprocall duty. | 
But yet this I muſt adde, that this ſo mutuall a duty, is yet 
required of bothina different manner. For the more clcere 
underſtanding whereof, obſerve, that as the love where- 
with Chrilt loves his Church 1s a more abundant and bounte- 
full Jove, then that whereby ſhe loves him againe ; yea, her 
love is as her other grace, fetcht from his fulnefſe , which 
he commun Cates unto her by his ſpirit, ſo is the womans 
love inthe carriage thereof to the mans. And as the dimme 
light of the Moone borrowed from that principle of light 
the Sunne ; fo by proportion, the love of the wife is as bor- 
rowed from the love of the husbacd. He is the fountaine of 
the relation , ſhe followes as the corrclative, her love is 
the ſtreame iſſuing from his ſpring. Love muſt decend from 
him, as the oile of Aarons head delcended downe to his 
beard, and his cloathing ; So that the manaer of this impar- 
ting love muſt be ordetly : the husband is to off-<r,to beſtow, 
and communicate him{clfe trit to his wife ; in a free, boun- 
tifull, full love ; ſhe is not ſo much bound ro vie upon his 
love, or to love bountifully and a&ively, as to reflet and re- 
turneupon himſclte his owne love , and that in a reverent , 
amiable 
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amiable and modeſt maner : Thence is it, that as oft 
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as Pax uſcth the charge of busbands loving their wives , 
( which is very frequent ) yet he very ſeldome,and but once 


urgeth the woman to love her husband : { but as if he would 
have them, their love and allto be drowned in their fub- 
J _— he prefleth them, to be ſubje& to their husbands; 
wives ſubmit yourſelves: and , let the wite reverence her 
husband : Noting, that although the married eſtate, bean 
equall eſtate, yet the carriage of both muſt not be the ſaine ; 
but the love of the one be conveyed with royalnefle 
without tiranoy, the other in loyall ſweet ſubjeftion, with» 
outſlavery, So then, as the head and other interior members, 
are cqually parts of one bedy, yet the head in a different and 
more ſingular maner, then the reſt : ſo ought the caſe to 
be betwixt husband and wife. And hence it is, that accor- 
ding to the cuſtome of all Nations, the husband ſeeketh the 
wite,the wife loveth after ſhe is loved : except it be here and 
there in ome odde perſon, noted for folly or immodeſty.The 
mans authority mixed with the womans mildneſſe , his 
activeneſſe, with her paſſivenefle and acceptance, makes the 
{weet compound. As the Sun, exhaling vapours , ou: of the 
earth , draweth them up into the aire, and baving altered 
their groſler quality, ſends them downe againe with mere 
fon and fatnefle to refreſh the earth as with her owne 
ſtore; lo, the lovely diſpoſition of a vertuous wife , draws 
ing love from her husband, into her owne heart, (weerenc;h 
the vapour, and returnes his owne upon him againe wich 
a double plcaſing grace and comlineſle. And as we ſee, 
that the meate , which the ſtomack receaveth, except it be 
cold or hot , ſcarccly admits kindly digeſtion ; tecauſe be- 
ing lakewarme , it cannot worke upon that meate which 
is like her owne temper ; ſo, if you take away this temper 
of natures , love is loathſome in one maner and fulſome. 
For, what is more leathed by a diſcreet man, then a woman 
manniſhly qualited ? And , what is more yrkeſome to a 1o» 
ving woman,theu a man eft-minate ? Therfore,let the man 
keepe his liberty in loving; avoiding all baſe uxoriouſneſle, 
ſofacfie, and nice I of his wife, and let the _ | 
wnne / 
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fhunne all uncomely boldnſſ- ; an4 taking upon her with 


authority in the carriage of her love towards him : it be- 
comes him to play the Cavtaie an lead this ſervice of love, 
and it beſeemes her, to tread the fame (teps , and follow. 
This is the wiſeſt contention, whether ihalllove other with 
the moft cordiall aff-&tton, tn a true way. 

I come to ſome uſe of the point. And frlt it mach con- 
demaneth the courſe ef ſuch as beare any ftroake tn the mar- 
riages of others, who are {v eager an peremytory in ſtri- 
king through the match, that they onut the tying of the knot 
ſure, ( which isthe maine peint) and fo »ecome the oc- 
caſions of forced matches, emory of love. Alas ! you little 
conſider of time to come : and what a fad entrance you 
make into an eſtate -of life , which needs the mutuall im- 
proovement of a ſtocke, which you never care to procure 
them at the firſt. And even ſo are couples themſclves herein 
excedingly to blame ; in that they ſet the cart before the 
horſe, dragging ( in a ſort, as he thoſe oxen he had ſtsllen, 
into his denne by the tailes ) ſo they , the wives which by 
head and ſhoulders they have gotten,into their boſomes, the 
contrary way : Sympathy of heart, or amiable qualities 
which ould attra& love towards their perſons, and cover 
any ſuch defe& as a carnall curious eye would ſtumble at, 
theſe they ſet not in the firſt ranke , but as the kite npon the 
prey , ſofall they eagerly upen ſomething in the woman , 
neither praiſe werthy nor amiable (for as the Philoſopher 
faith who praiſes any for wealth, or that which is without 
but Either profitable or ſenſually pleafing : theſe they thinke 
will carrie love after 1t. But by that time they have tried at 
leaſure, and found that love 1s not compelled , but a thing 
which muſt be perſwaded, and extrated by ſome defer- 
vingnefle of the qualities in the partie loved : rhen finding 

no fach thing in the party married, they perceive how pre- 
poſterous they have becne, and wonld amend their chance, 
(if poſſible)with the forfeit of much other commodity. But 
itst00 Jlate,for what ſhall a man give for the recompence of 
loveifabſent?or what ſhal it profit a man to have won a wife 
witb, all other advantage, in whem is no true amiable thing 
to 
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to winne affeion ? what aſad bondage js it, to betied for 


' ever to one thou canſt not love? An otje&tofdiſ-ayne, of 


hatred,of loathſomnefle, of ſtinch ? a thing, wherin there 1s 
nodramme of that which is defireable ? How wofull a bur- 
legwereit to have a dead carcaſle bound with corles tothy 
oacke,to go withthee,cevery where? who thy he ar: tels thee, 
thou knowelt no one woman or man of an hundred whom 
theu canft not as well find in thine heart to love, as her ? So 
thar in allthe companies wherin thou comeſt,& darelt utter 
thy thoughts , this muſt bee the firſt complaint, Thou wert 
compelled to marry her, or him whom in thine heart thou 
never couldſt ſet thy love upon; te that theu wert driven 1n- 
to the net,and taken,as a birde in a ſnare. Oh,if love bee one 
of thoſe joint duties which the married ſhould continually 
nouriſh, what ſhall become of them , who never joyned to- 
gcther before marriage to compaſle it at al!? what is this,but 
to prepare for themſelves perpetual vexation? (hould I call 
it,or deſolation? 


And {ſecondly how doth this reproove ſ\uch,as although Reproofe, 
firſt emred net without ſome afteion each to other, yet, Branb 2. 


througha vaine, emptie , and baſe ſpitit,negle the Chary Love w!'l not 


keeping ef ſuch a Jewell, as love is? Tuſh, they thinke that nouriſh (:Ife, 
will keepe it ſclte, although they live at randon,and hang it dut mult be 


_ every hedge. If levee they)bee the matter you talke 
0 


aour-ſhed di ys 
ly beeween 


let us alone , Iwarrant you, welove cach othcr as much couples, 


aS any body, there is no love loſt betweene us, we have one 
anotkers heart as it were in a boxe? Heare mee I pray, what 
kind of love is that you meane?Is it a meercarnall and brutifh 
appctite,or a vertous , andreligious love whick I have ſpo- 


| kenof? perhups (oe the preſent ) thou ſuppoſeſt thy ſclfe 


enamoured with ſome externall thing which then (celt in 
her,not yet comparing that one, with ten other inoſt odious 
qualicies which intime will weare ont the humorous contet 
and doting delight,thon haſt in that one. As yeares come on, 
ſicknes and crofles, alas , that inſufficient one obj<R beein 

blaſted,and noother objet comming in the roome, to holde 


thee ſatis fied, kow needes muſt thy affeRion quaile,& ſterve ,, — 


invhy boſome , thou ſhouldſt firit have ayd the ground of 
X 3 thy 
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thy love in ſuch adefired obieR of rertue, modefty,and worth 
as might have held water, and not ſhrunke in the wetting. 
The meſt reſolute loves yaniſh 'in a ſhort tyme , where the 
facll of loye faileth. But to goe backe', put caſe thou had{t 
groundes of firſt loveto thy companion: whatthen? thinkeſt 
thou that this edge will holde witheut dayly whetting? 
when thou fooliſhly , lighteſt the due attendance of this 
love,doft thinke it a toile to nouriſh it,nay dareſt cat water 
upon this ſparkle , as never fearing 1t wilbe quenched : doſt 
thou wonder , if this chy darling is loſt on the ſuideine , for 
hcke of wor" em: git No no: thou mult fixe thine eyes npon 
thoſe firſt objefts, which won thy love tothy companion: 
not run up and dowae into all places, with unſavorie con- 
pliants of husbandes, and wives ! Not looking at the partes 
of others, to eſtrange thine hearte at hoe. Love is a birde 
with winges, ſoone gone out ofthe cage of thy boſome,if it 
be careleſlely ſet open. Thou fſayſt thou haſt it in a boxe,but 
What if thou looſe box and all? Therfore,ſhunne thoſe com- 
leints which fools make 1 Oh | if my husband had the qua- 

fities of ſuch a man, were hee ofſuchun1erftanding , religi 
on,parts of ſpeech and memory, tenJernes and amiablenefle, 
that ſuch and ſuch a one is, how coulde I love him ? Then 
comes in hee with the like, if my wife had the properties of 
fuch a womany,fo Chaſt , fo kind, fo wiſe, foable to keep her 
tongue,and obſerve the lawes of ſilence or of ſpeech;ſo zea- 
lous, provident, and thelike, as other women have, how 
worth were ſhe of love: Dare you thus dally inſo weightie a 
buſines? dare you like the gnat fondly fly about the candle, 
as ſecure of burning? Oh unworthie of love,cach from other! 

ſhould you looke out abroad upon obiets which belon 
not unto you, hurtfull,not belpful?to encreaſe emulation = 
envie,not affeAion ? what are youthe-neerer? Poare upon 
your owne husband,and his parts,let him be the vaile of your 
cies,as Abinelee told Sara, and looke no further: let her bee 
your furtheſt objef: thinke you ne vertucs in any beyande 
hers : thoſe that are bat » yet make thera great by oft 
contemplation : thoſe that are greater, efte2me and valye at 
their due rate,that you may know them to the ful weight,ha- 
ving 
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having weighed the in the ballance. This putting your fickle 
in = neighbors corne,” will prove too ms, keevies it 
W-cauſe your owne to ſkaleand periſh the while.  Tts 2 
deter worke of the two for you ;' tothinke, you ſee won- 
der,in your ewn companions,though there be litthe in cither; 
then to bee quickfighted in ſeeing the gifts of others, beo 
they never ſo excellent ; atleaſt its the farre fafer error of 
the two.It muſt be the murcnall reflexe and exchange of gra- 
tious,and ſweet vertues in and from each other, rebounding 
as the ſunbeames from the wall,that anly can holde youin 
an invincible league of amity ! The marking of each others, 
goodnes,cempaſlion,fidelity,chaſtitie, which muſt continue 
that firſt love, which at the firſt they cauſed. You need not 
quench love : its enough that you withdraw this fuell, and 
looke upon the intirmities of each other, (the onely dampe, 
and choakepeare of affeAtion,) theſe alone will kill it. And 
when other fucll failes ( as I ſayde before) let religion te 
in, and make it up: this will keep harmonic in other iſcord. 
Reade over that divine fonge of Salom. Setting out the 
bleſſed nnion betweene Chriſt and his ſpouſe the Church; 
wherin is moſt lively exprefſed, what inward content, and 
feeling ioy,cach partakes in other,through the fight of each 
others perfeions. She in her heade,becauſe in him,ſhee be- 
holdes all fulneffe of wiſedome,and grace;and hee in her,be- 
caufe of the reboundings of thoſe ornamets and graces of the 
ſpirit, wherwith he had furniſhed her.So much forthis ſecond. 
Thirdly this muſt bee a ferious caveat to all married cou- 
ples, to nouriſh this their love , and to preſerve it entire. 
Which will the more eafily be obreined , 1f they ſhall conſi- 
der thofe fa4 effeRts which come frem the decay of it, in the 


lives of couples. As S«/omon ſpeaking of drunkennes,faith, Pro.z3.29.30- 


whence are redeyes, whence are woundes, and quarrels? 


Are they not from the red wine?and Sr. James, whence are 4-12mes't 


warres and contentions among you ?' Are they not from 
your luſtesthat fight in your members ? you ſecke and enjoy 
not,but miſcarry,in all your attempts, & lee not whence your 
miſery commeth? Soſay I, whence are thoſe ende lefle de- 
bateg,differences betweene the married, that they are alway 
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ſceking for bleſſing,and longing after an happy life,.but Kill 
it gocth further and further from them ?. Alas ! becauſe they 
'dreame till the fault is without doores, in this and that , bad 
ſervants, ill fucceſſe, improvidence:and ſometime in each o- 
ther:but never {ct the ſadle upon the right horſe : the diſeaſe 
is within their boſomes,they have loſt their firſt love each ts 
other , they are waxen fapleſſe andunſavory in their ſpirit 
ard affe&tion one to another., While that laſted,all went for- 
warde in a ſweet maner,cart went well npon wheeles : for 
the ſpirit of mutuall love made 1t {licke and trimme, the ole 
of love ſet it forward:but fince this was exhauſted and dried 
up, all went to havocke;the ſinewes of ſociety, the band of 
peace and perfeion, of thrift and welfare becivg broken, 
there is a diſſolution of the frame , and a ſhattering of all. 
Children have no edge to do their duties, ſervants have no 
Joy todoe their worke, loveleſle couples are liveleſſe & un- 
fortunate : yea the ſalte having loſt her ſavour, is good for 
nought , ſave to be trodden under the feete of contempt and 
anger ef = A1corne. Whence arethoſe Mock-divorces fo frequent in the 
rea; of eon- world, wherby couples ſeperate from each others ſome from 
jugill love -5 bed, from board, from houſe, and ſo farre, that one ſhire will 
—_ not holde the;beeing barred of a real,they pleaſe themſclves 
in a locall content, which yet laſts not,the names of each o- 
thers,much more the companyes becing odious. Hence come 
thoſe hideous preſidents, of conſpiracies one againft th 
life of another ; adulteries, villanies , yea murthers praftize 
againſt husband and wife : he who deſpizeth his owae life 
is ſoon Mr.of anothers,and how can a man chuſe but deſpiſe 
his life, when he feeles it weariſome. As thoſe 4. Lepers fayd, 
let us be deſperate, and ruſh upon thee Campe of Aram ,, for 
what is ourlife worth, we are but dead men, wee cannot be 
worfe:ſo may loveleſſe couples ſay, whatſoever we doe, we 
ſuffer, we cannot be worſe(thoughwe were not)thewe are. 
Adcaddog is as good as ſach a ring lyon. . Hence againe 
come thoſe manifold ſuites and purluutes abroad,exclaiming 
Jealouſics at home:the treaſure 1sſtollen,love is gone. As he 
Tudg.13,23, fayde of his Idols, fol of this love , you have ftellen my 
24. Gods, and do you asKe mee, what aylcththee? The Ro. 
ro 
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broken, the ſluce is pulled up,all goes to wracke and confu- 
fion. There is as much ufe of a bone our of joint, yea, of a 
man out of his wits, as offuch a couple.” Fidelity, modeſty , 
huſwifery in a woman , degenerate ints carcleſneſſe of bo- 
dy, of ſoule , of ſtate, of name, into meere vanity : a wo- 
man not loving her husband will no: ſtick , to pull out one 
cie of her owne, to ay out both of her husbands, as the 
fabletells : rob and _ her ſelfe of goods, and good 
hame, that ſhe might ſpoile him. Nay many have devoted 
themſelves to a defilement of their bodies, to be revenged 
eachof other : meere hatred and ſpite hath drawne them to 
fuch ſinne as luſt alone would not have done. This taſt may 
be ſufficient, to warne all, who be not forlorne, to looke to 
themſclves to beware how they embefſel that ſacred ſtocke, 
which God hath inſpired all fuch married ones withall , 
whom he meancs to ſuſteine 1n this ſtate, with integrity 
and honour : Marriage is honourable, keepe then the pledge 
of it entire which is love. Itslike that Image in the Capitall, 
called the Paladium, which if it ever came to be ſeene and 
rofaned, threatned ruine totheir Cemmonwealth , there- 
ore they kept it in a moſt affeRed ſecrecy and (afety. God 
hath beltowed it to make the difficulties of the married life 
tolerable ; ( which clſe, the multitude of them would make 
yrkeſome) and ſhall a man having but one ſtring to his bow 
cutitin two? ora city having but one engin to defend 
themſelves caſt it away ? Letitbee a warning to all forts 
therefore. ; 

Laſtly, this point malt be exhortation to couples,to prac- Exhortarion 
te and diſcharge faithfully,this joint duty of marriage.ove, *9 co ples, ro 
each to other. Whereſoever thou art, whitherſoever tho 1 19 1914ly- 
goeſt, whatſoever thou doſt , remember thon carricſt about 
thee a precious pearle, leoke to it, priſe it and preſerve it , 
as thy life. There be ſundry motives to prefle this upon wile 
ling couples, as hammers to drive this naile hometo the 
head :-and indeed I may fay of it, as he once faid, of one , 
an honeſt man need not, a diſhoneſt man will not be war- 
ned : The generall motive to both husband and wife, is 
Gods Charge to them : live and love. Both of you thinke 

chus, 
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thus, he bids it who better knows the uſe of it,the danger of 
the contrary,then ſuch ſilly enes as we, Commands of God, 
are folemne things, eſpecially ſuch as ſerve for a trench, for 
a fortrefle , a fence to hedge 1n an ordinance. He that darey 
violate it, ſhall pay for it ſweetly. Therefore, ſet yeur heart 
ts obey this rule, and ſay its life or death : Its the crutch of 
your lame limbs , if that faile, you muſt fall, if the ſhores 
breake, the houſe ruines. Obey God out of love: diſcerne 
his ſovereignty in this charge ; love him and love one ano» 

John. 21. 15. ther. If thoulove me feed my ſheepe :{laith Chriſt to Peter: 

John. 14. »5 If you love me keepe my commandes, faith he to them all. 

]-h", 15. 12, And, if you love me, love each other ( faith the ſame veice ) 

to couples. Doe net dally with ſuch edge tooles. Say not 

oh man ! what ſhall I looſe my literty, and tie my ſelfe to a 

woman ? nor ſhe, ſhallI forgoe my will, and tie my (elfe 

to an husband ? is not the world broad and large ? yes, but 
as full of ſorrow and woegas its wideand broad, without this 
eſervative. It is a good hard theame I grant to handle : 

F will tkerefore reachout one or two motives in particular, 

to cach party\.: and becauſe arguments for time palt, as 

former covenan:s made, great affections in the fiſt heat 
ufyouth, like May bees flie away , and are ſoene forgot : 

I will mention ſuch, as afford themſelves daily to couples 

in the courſe of theirlife. To the'man, 1 ſay, thy wite js 

bone of thy bone,and fleſh of thy fleſh : She 15 another lelfe, 
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EA woman made of man, taken out of thee, a glaſſe to behald 
thy ſelfe in : when the Lord brought this Modell of Adams 
ſclfe unto him, conlider how naturall , ahow pretious, how 
welcome ſhe was ?' what? is net thy wife as naturall an 

. objetto thee ? 

Mortives to 


Secendly , thy wife, ſo oft as thou lookeſt upon heris a 

-_ hs _ deſerving objeRt of leve and Ccempaſiion : ſhe bath done 
that for thy ſake,which thou w not havedone for her: 

for ſhe hath not onely equalled thee in forſaking her father 

and mother , and family , that ſhe might be one fleſh with 

thine , but ſhe hath forgone her name, and put all her ſtate 

and livelyhood into thine hand : ifthon ſtick to her, ſheis 

well, if thou tor{ake her, ſhe hath put her (elfe out of all ker 

other 
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other ſyccours. Her ſubſiſting is imperſeR in her ſelf, its who- 
ly ſubſtantive and real(under God in thee? ASrhe Lord Tefus 
ſpenxkes of the cie,that all the ſight of thebody, is within ir, 


iftherfore that be darke how great is that darkneſſe ? So, it 


thou deſert thy poore ſhiftlefſe wife, and leave her mends in 
her own hands,how great 1s that defertion? Thirdly,confider 
how much labour is put npon a weake veflell, daily, in dili- 
gence, in ſtirring up the commodities of the houſe, in atten- 
danceupon children and family, andfuch providence as is 
required of her : Her troubles great in the pecuiiar ats of 
marriage, great are her painesin conception,twher bearing, 
in her travaile and bringing forth, in her navcery ard bring- 
ing up , till they be our of hand at leaſt : and ſome women 
exceed ethers in this kind : forfomeſhiftof this work care- 
leſly, and commit their babes:ts ſtrangers, asifthey were 
too good to nurſe them, when. as yet their breafts arefull, 
and their bodies ſtrong : whereas others pur forth chem- 
ſelves tothe uttermoſt, and therefore deſervedouble affeRi= 
on. Conſider oh man, if not the drudgery ef thy: wite in this 
kind, ( if there were not a command and promſe to'make- it 
{weet ) then that finger of God, and providence, diſpoſin 
fo, that a weake one ſhould doe that with parience _ 
cheeretulneſle , ( as a worke of her place ): which all thy 
ftrengthwere not able to turne thy hand unto: Leve her for 
that impreſſien ofdiviae wiſedom, which thou ſcelt ftamped 
upon her: what man were able to endure that clamor,annoi- 
anceand clutter which the goes through without complaint 
among poore nurſliaes, clothing, feeding, dreffing and un- 
drefling, picking and clevfing them; what is it ſave the in« 
ſtin& of love which enableth her hereto ? Who hath taught 
the e bird , evena feche ren to make hero curieus 2 
neat: as exceedes all art of man to fe? Is it not thena- 
turall inftint which love hath pur in her? ſo ougheſt thou to 
nouriſh that love. inthy witewtnch puts her forth to all her 
marriageſervice? IfGod were not 5a' her {pirit ſhe would 
caſt it often times, ore-fho:would goe through ſtitch with 
it, as ſhe doth.- Icsthebeſt requirall which can be given her 
from man, to hclpe digelt fo many ſowre morſels, fad m_ 
| Y neues 
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neſſes;8& all too little. For it mult bee the Lord who muſt tel 
her;That although ſhe beare her puniſhment in her childbea- 
ring, yet it ſhalbe ſweetened by mercy , for ſhee ſhalbe ſa- 
ved therby , & obteyne more glory therby , through faith & 
patience,then {hee who beares not. But above all,the grace 
of God,in ſo fraile a creature : the wiſedome of the {pirit 
ſhining in her wordes, counſells , ations, examples , ſhould 
bee moſt admirable of all, and the chiefe loadttone to draw 
aff:cion from the husband, as in David: eſteeme of Abi- 
gail in that om any appeare. 

The lke may be fayde of the man, to draw reſpet and 
honor from the woman, ( if ſhe bee not degenerate ) and to 
love her husband : For why ? In hin may (hee beholde yet 
more manifelt {teppes of Gods image then in her ſelfe, They 
fay,there is in ſome kindes as much of the Creator inthe Ant, 
aSinthe Lyon:in the former , excellent s«ilfulnes , in the @- 
ther, power and majcſty : So here. In.the man ſhines out 
more authority, government, forecaſt , loveraignty, then in 
the woman : By the man, as ſhee at fuit reccrved her being; 
fo, ſtill ſhe enjoyes from him countenance, proteion, dire- 
&ion,honor : in a worde ( under God ) light and detence. 


Tetheſe adde, They entred their league folemaly , but ny 


hall part ſadly ;; A time there is to embrace , but there ſha 
bee a time farre from embracing..Improve it well therefore, 
love,live, and leave. Bitter elſe will the review bee of a life 
paſt, repreſenting the fruits ef a lovelefle marriage , a tedi- 
ous pilgrimage, waeras the memorie of a loving husband or 
wife ſhall allay the bitternes of death to the ſurvivor. And 
indeed if that indenture which couples firft make ſolzmal 
to God, to keepe.this ſacred knot 1nviolable, anduaſtay 
were well kept : this darling would grow up inthe hoaſe, 
as that peore mans onely lambe did, wherof Nathas tells 
Devid, which cate with him at the Table , flept with himin 
his boſome,and was to him,as one of his children: (ſo Bath- 
ſrebe ang Vryaare deicribed)ſo deare I fay,ſhould this pledge 
bee tothem-both, and through it they.each to other;ftronge 
ly fenced-beforchande, againſt all occaſiohs ofthe contra* 
ric , { for that which preſerves it (elfe, alway deſtroyes the 
| | contrary} 
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contrary) and ſo providing that this twinne may live and ; 
die with them together. Some dreame that old folkes are 

aft love:and fooliſhly impropriate it to the heate of youth; 
alas,the anciently married (1f right ) may as ill want it 
as the young ; yea worlt of all when old age hath prooved it 
to be ſounde;then may the marryed ceaſe to love when they 
ceaſe to live. Therfore roll each ſtone to find this grace:buy 
it whatſoever it coſt, ſell it not , whatſoeyer you may have 
for it: leſt you bee as he who ſolde his birthright : which ence 
gone coulde be nomore recovered, though ſought with 
never ſo many teares. And truly for the molt part,its noted, ' 
that when it ence gets a fall, it preoves almoſt impeſlible to 
ſoder it againe; becing as the native heate aud moyſure of 
the body , which once ſpent ( they ſay) is irrecoverable. 
And ſo much ef this ſecond jeint duty of the marryed, Con- 
Jugall love, 
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Treating of the 3.10int duty of the Mar- 
ryed, viz. Chaſtitic_, 


T He third mutuall ſervice of the married followeth to 

be ſpoken of,to wit Chaſtity. A dignitic, helde by a du- Thirde mury 
tie, both the vertue of preſerving it , and they who are the *!! duty As, 
preſervers of it, are honorable, And, while we are diſcour- Chakic , 
ſing about this , we ſeeme to be 1athe center, inthe chiefe - 

of the honor of marriage. Other honors are exccllent addi- 

tions and ornaments, but this the being of 1t : marriage de- 

lights in being quiet, peaceable,rich,in credit ,but,provided 

alway the mayne bee entire,elſe they loſe their value. As it 

is with the rich, their pleaſares, feafts, companics, and li- Chaftiry the 
bertics pleaſe them will , but how? {till preſuppoſing the m:yn joine 
oote to be ſound , their ſtock and ftate to be unque- 9»ty of the 


 Rijonable. Every accidental of —— is pleaſant, becauſc M1ried. 


chaſtity which makes it fo, is taken tor granted. Itis the 
faireſt Youre , the richeſt jewel in the garland, the crowne 
| 5 Y 3 _ 
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Proofes of it, 
Maih 196, 
Mal.2.15, 


of marriage. And wellitmay beſoftiled: for as a crowne 
is blaſted, if it have a peere, and 4 competitor to amate i-,ſo 
is this,if the chaftity therof be empaired. The wante of other 
bappineſſes may in a fort, beſupplyed in this : the wife is 
ſkeepiſh;or ſhrewiſh, erthe like; but the comfort is , ſhe is 
chat. Wheras if ſhe be unc haſt,there is no comfort in it,that 
ſhe is fayre, rich, perſonable or well bred. The peculiarity of 
Marriage ſtandes1n Chaſtity. I amdefirons that my money, 
my land,my friende bee my peculiar ones, and that no man 
may have a right in the ſave my ſelfe;yet rather then I ſhould 
wante tkem, I had rather have them-in a community , then 
want them altogether : But cEafny is ſuch a peculiar of 
marriage , that 1 rather chuſe infintely to have no husband, 
no wite at all;then one that is unchaſt. Many endowments 
ſo honor marriage, when they are preſent , as that yet being 
abſent,they diſannull her not: they make it a ſad,an uncheer- 
full one,but undoe it not : chaſtity ts ſo reall, ſo eſſentiall an 
attrivute,that the abſence thereof,quite deſtroyes the being 
thereof. 

The inftitution of Chriſt. is ſufficient to approove this 
duty. They two ſhalbee one ſleth : not two, not three, not 
jeyned tothis harlot , that Adulterer. Malachitells us , he 
who had ſpirit enough in him to havedevized and veRowed 
" -ther elLowroome in this kinde, yet forefav, that cloſenes 
and entireneſſe of ſpirit, ſuck as the marryed couples ought 
to embrace,cannot ſubliſt in mulritude:tke firſt number,two, 
are enough, te grow into one {leth: and love would vaniſh 
into luſt, baſenes and brutiſh commonnes, if the bridle were 
let leoſe into manifolde copulation. Sin not therefore (ſaith 
the Prophet)agaiuſt the husband and wife of thy fleth : nay 
fin not againſt him that made them one fleſh, and onely 
them: for that were to taxe his ſpirit and ordinance. And 
wherih do rationall creatures differ from ſenſuall, fave in 
this honorable peculiarnefle, and propriety ? which,not the 
fcriptures have revealed, but the verie lawe of nature hath 
diftated and engraven in the minds of the very heathens: 
who have cenſured gr nwnper laſte with -as ſevere 

lawes,as the word itſelte ;.many of them I ſay, eſpecially in 
: caſe 
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caie of gdultery. As tor that Joplenesof the fiſt times, where 
in men too\e the liverty,, . both of many wives, and of thoſe - 
frequent divorces, wherby they ſtayned their bodies with 
unbridled pollutious : altheugh che former were permitted 
in the firſt tymcs of the churche , the number wherof was 
{cant, (being cooped within the narrow boundes of one fa- 
mily ) aud the latter winked at by the Lord,and his govern- 
ment , for the unavoydable hardnes and rebellion of that 
Tewiſh nation : yet ncither was allowed of , but abhorred, 
& asthe tymes grew more cnlightned, ſo ſach commonnellc 
and vagrancy of luſt, grew to be reſtreyned, till it was quite 
out of pratice. Hence that of the Apoltle,having diſftwaded 
marriage in times of danger and perſecution: Neverthelefic 
(layth he ) to avoyde Forvicatien , let every man have his 
owne wite, and womangher husband. And in the rviles given 
toMiniſters,the ſame Apoſtle foreſeeing whaya ſad prehdent 
the common ſorte would ſnatch to themſelves fromthe pra- 
ice of the Miniſter;precilely chargeth him, that if he mar- 
ry (which he forbiddes not ) .yet he ſhould bee the husband , T;Q. 3.2; 
of one wife. Noting doubtlefle,that all Chaſtity is not ſeene 

in abſtinence from [trange fleſh : but in the reltreint of cor- 

ruption from colouring over uncleanves,with a marrying of 

many; Which1s a double f1n, not onely mocke-adultery,but 

a detiling of an erdinance with that pollution which it 

abhorres, andfinne (as it were ) by priviledge. And let 

every man (ſaith Pay/ ) learne how to preſerve the veſlel of 1, Theſ.4.4; 
his owne body , 1n holines and honor: marke how the one 1.Cor.z.16, 
goes with the ether ! why doth he preſſe it ? becauſe its the '7- 
Ten:ple of the holy Ghoſt ; and he whodehiles the temple of 

God,him will God deſtroy.We neede go no further to prove 

this duty ofChaſtity,to be the Crowne of marriage,then that 

text ; (keep your vellcls in,honor :') we know a like phraſe 

of the Old Teftament when a,man ſhall lie which a mayde, Dyut.21.14. 
ke having humbled her: whats that? Surelye he hath take her 

honor of chaſtity away:her credit is gone. And fitly in this 

text, the Apoltle proeves marriage to be Honorable by the 
undefiledneſle of the bed:God(laith he)hath put honor upon 


Ut (as carnall a thing as 1t ſecmes ) poWre not you any Con» - 
Þ% 3 tempt 


2,Cor.7 2. 
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Gen 49, ++ 


Pro.6.33. 
Judg.1 1.3, 4+ 
Jucg.16.21, 


Amplification 


temptupon it by unchaſteneſſe. : So Zecob faith in his dying 
words to Rexben, Although thou art my ſtrength and crowne 
by thy firſt borneſhip Sc becauſe thon went up te thy 
Fathers bed, thou art unſtableas water,thy dignity is gone. 
And the childe(we knew)begotten thus,is called a Baſe: A 
marke of diſhonor te Father and it ſelfe . Salomon tells us, 
that ſuch an one gets himſelfe a þlurre , which never will 
out. fepbrha a valiant man, yet a baftard, was ſcorned, and 
caſt out from among his brethren, had no childs portion; and 
Sampſon by his wildeluft became of an honorable Iudge, a 
foole in 1/rael. 

Chaſtity then (you ſec ) is a generall duty, for all them, 


of hisTruth. who ſeeke to maintaine their honour unſtained , nothing 


Lc: vit.14 44 
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doth cleave ſo deeply to marriage as this : I have noted 
before ſome aceidentall ſtaines by unequalneſſe, when La» 
dies and their horskeepers, young girles and old wen match 
together, when a Prince marries a beggar, a bad with a 
good, a chriſtian with an heathen or herer1que , or if marri- 
age proove contentious and unpleaſant , who ſees not a re- 
proach ? But theſcare ſuchſtaines, as may be waſht out in 
time ; either by repentance, or ( ina fert ) by ſecond better 
marriages. Onely the ſtaine of unchaſtneſſe, is like an iron» 
mole , which nothing can fetch oat; its like the leproſie 
which fretted into the walls ; no ſcraping the ſtones could 
clenſe it, but it muſt be demoliſhed ; Death may end the 
parties, but not the memory of the ſhame : Davids repen- 
tance tooke away the guilt,but not the reproachythat abides 
to this day. So then, as I have began with the duty of love, 
( which muſt be the firſt,and inward cement of couples (for 
whats chriftall worth if it be broken? )I ſay,as loves is the in- 
ward band of preſerving , becauſe the outward action fol= 
loweth the affetion : ſo now, I preceed with chaſtity , 
which 1s the maine Charter of love, and the patent thereof, 
evidencing that the heart loves entirely, becauſe the bodies 
are kept pure- from pollution. I deny not , but there are 
thouſands of none of the meſt loving ones, mor religious 
ones, Who yet loath adultery and filthinele in this kind : 
but yet there are maoy alſo, not the wotlk for repute, whoſe 
| Marriages 


” #6 8”. wm WL So 


 WEDSS Mt nm 


# "EI y—_ 


AT rearfedff Marriage, 


” 


167 


marriages are ſpotted with this ſtzine : and all to ſhew, 
that where the roote wants, ten to one, if the branches doe 
not wither. The reftraint of providence is ſuch by a com- 
mon light, that many are kept perforce from this diſhonour. 
And yet this proves not, but that the inclinations and temp- 
tations of others are ſuch, that they lie open to this ſnare, 
asmuchas toany. We muſt not negle& the urging of the 
duty,becauſe ſome are innocent: for os are ſo in fame who 
are not in deed, and ſome indeed, who are not in ſpirit, and 
fome in ſpirit and yet no thanke to them: let the point faſten 
as It may : and fynd outthe guilty: (the guiltlefle are out of 
the compaſſe of it.) But the age is generally debauched,and 
iniquity carryes all as a flood before it; Although the ſecond 
part of this Treatiſe , treating of the denunciation againft 
this fin , may perhaps more fully diſcover this diſcaſe with 
the cure of it : yet here (by ſo fit occalion ) I ſhalt prefle 
the jointneſle and honer of the duty,by a few reaſons,exhor- 
tation,and motives. 

Touching Reaſons:this may be one, Chaltity is the maine 


Reaſon, 


ſupport of union, as the contrary is the chiefe diſfolver of it. Chaſtny the 
No other fault ( if once the marriage be lawfully conſum- m1yao ſupport 
mated ) doth juferre uſt ſeparation ( by authority of the of untoa, 


word ) ſave this of unclieannefle. Therfore needes maſt 
that which mainteins union beethe greatelt pillar and prop 
of marriage. Preoſtitutien of the body, profanes the honor 
af it and caſts it into the myre » and therfore the Cardinall 
vertue that mult beare it up, muſt be this Chaſtity. It fo, then 
ought it by joint conſent to be maynteyned by both parties. 
. Secondly it muſt be jointly done,becaufe, although, the 
honor of pure marriage requires both te conſpire in mutuall 


Reaſon, 


n J . - —" 2s. 
chaſtity , yet the dehlement of eyther party 1s ſuihicient to 
The deble- 
overthrowe the honor of it. As we fay of a vertuous ation, gent of cach 
all points muſt concurre to make it geod, but any one detedt party,isenough 
in thoſe will ſerve ts make it vitious, ſo here. Marriage diſho- t* deble the 


nor doth not need the conſent of both the parties diſho- W®*'* 


fe of 


neſty:if one be diſloiall,its as good as both. Not before God \NAarmigts 


in point of guilt:but men-in poiat of honor: for to manward, 
guilt and reproach , ; ( in a ſort , eſpecially here ) loſetheir 


differcace 
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Reaſ. 3. 
God hath or- 
deined one 
for one, 


nl 


—— 


difference : the innocent party, being pittied with as much 
diſhonour, as the guilty ts reproached. Therefore this joint 
duty of chaftiry muſt be fapported moſt caretully, by the 
joint care and pureneſle of both parties. Adde hereto, that 
defte&t of this joint cloſeneſſe may bring a ſhame upon mar- 
riage, ( though perhaps net ſo great yet as true ) as well as 
a.greater crime committed. As the Philoſopher faith, glory 
is net in the glorified , he is but the o00Jet ; the agent is the 
glorifier. Therefore fame and report is well called by ſome, 
the married enes Saint. For by fame they either Rand or 
finke. Now, how eaſily may fame ſnatch the leaſt negle&t 
of the married in this kind, to raiſe ſuſpicions ? How cloſe- 
ly curious had they need be oftheir courſe , and pureneſle , 
who cannot keepe their owne honour intheir owne power 
ſometime, doe what they can? Is it not the miſery of manie 
to be defamed without cauſe? Neither ſmoke nor fire a 
pearing, but perhaps ſome miſtake, error, or advantage of 
foule mouth being the ſparke that kindleth the fire ; And 
yet it fometimes little availes ( for the point it ſelfe of ho- 
nour ) whether a man be guilty, erbe taken fo. How great 
had that caution need to be, that ſhould preſerve the honour 
of chaſtity ? , 
Thethird may be this, { asT noted befere ) Gods ſetting 
his print and marke ef henonr upon marriage, in appointing 
one to one. How ſerious and folemne ought the meditation 
of this Charge be, being not hamane, but divine? And, (te 


repeate nothing ) 1t the violation of this facred band , ha 


{nch a blemifh caft upen it by tke Lord, when yet it was 
covered over with a mantle of cennivence,and the practice 
of ſo many holy Patriarkesand Saints who were guilty of it: 
what ſhallbee ſaid new of that uncleanneſſe , which pro- 
claimes it ſelfe like Sodom ? If Poligamy were a ftate of 
uncleanneſle in Gods eſteeme, and ſoldome went withent a 
{care from Gods ſtreak ( as in faceb and Davidand Elband's 
cales appeares , eſpecially in that exorbitancy of Salowmen 
what ſhall beſaid of that which carries the baſtard at the 
back, and wants. theleaſt rag of any veile to eelour or ex 
culc it ? Attend this reaſon, and ſhunne this fin. | 
Fourthly 
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Fourthly, that muſt needs be looked unto jointly by both Reaſ.4. 
the couples , which hath ſuch a covering faculty in it, and |: coversall os 
ſets the varniſh and luſtre 5 upon each other endowment *b<r defeds, 
of it. My wife hath defes, Lut ſhe is loyall : by unavoidae gut it ſelfe 
ble errors (he may offend , but by voluntary ſhe will not. can be covered 
From her the honour of my marriage coms even when both by «0 endow- 
of us are dead and gone, in our lawfull poſterity , che B*2%: 
Crowne of parents. She is beautifull, ( faith one) per- 
ſonable , well deſcended , rich ſaithanother; yea but ſheis 
chaſt, ſaith a third , this crownes all. What elſe were her 
beauty, but her bane? her devotion but profaneneſle ? She 
that thought no crumbe clave to her lips, becauſe ſhe had 
paid her vewes, yet eſcapes not her eternall reproach , be- 
cauſe ſhe was a diſloyall harlot. Tell me, wert thou mar- 
ried to a cChaſt wife, blind of an eie, lame of an hand, a 
legge, whether wouldeſt thou change her for one ſound 
in all, being unchaſt? I trew net. That which then co- 
vers all wants, is werththe due improoving and careful 
attendance. 

Fiftly, this chaſtity is the corner ſtone, that boldes in all Reg/. 5. 
the parts of the building. A chaft wife hath her cies open, I:s the cornee 
eares watching , heatt attending upon the welfare of the one, which 
family, husband, children and ſervants : ſhe thinks that all _ in hs 
concerne her ; eſtate, content, poſterity : this rivets her in- baildiog, | 
to the houſe : makes her husband truſt to her , commit all to 
her , heart and all. But the unchalt, having loſt his or her 
heart, is looſened from the whole body, thinks nothing per- 
teining to her : is ready to part the children, leaving the 
lawfully, and chuſing the misbegotten for her portion, that 
ſo ſhe may goe to her Paramour. That which Sa! (through 
miſtake) thought Micha! would provete David,that dothan 
unchaſt one ( without doubt ) prove to her husband, a very 
ſnare. That which I ſaid before of love, may be faid of her 
liſter chaſtity,ſhe is painfull, cloſe,doth all things, hopeth , 
believeth,endureth all things without grudging. The froſt is 
nothing by night, the heate by day,toile in both, becauſe he 
loveth her, ſhe him, cach are faithfull,loiall to other. Wha 
ſhould not nouriſh that tree, which hath ſuch branches ? 

y Z - Whereupon 


t Sam, 18.29, 
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Whereupon ſome thinke the Engliſh and Latine wordes 
(Chaſte)do come froma greeke word,(ignitying to Adorne, 
noting that Chaſtity is one of the cheefe ornaments of 
the married : and fo of all 1n either ſexe. One ſaith. As the 
face of a ſtatue or faire piure —_— the head rent off: {o 
js the moſt beautifull, rich, honorable perſon, it Chaſtity be 

one. Its(as that father ſpeaks) The Ornament of the No- 
bh the exaltation of the low, the Beauty of the AbjeR, the 
{olaceof the ſorrowfull, the encreaſe of beauty, the glory of 
Reaſi6 religion, the friend of the Creator. _ 

Te lem Laſtly, Chaſtity preſerves marriage in honor, and ought to 

ſamereſpe&s it DE Jointly againe preſcrved , becauſe it preſerves that joint 

makes marri- bleſſing of God, which makes it honoradle: and that,in ſun» 
2g Honorable. dry reſpes.1.0f the fruitfulneſſe ofche wombe. Many thinke 
z2pſ'-3- Aa fruitfull poſterity rather a crofle, then a bleſſing : but the 
5.T. godly are of his mynd, who ſayde, ſhe (halbe as the fruitfull 

+ pre wg vine , by the ſide ofthine houſe , and thy children, as olyve 
ws " 21, Plants round about thy table : The adulterer and adulterefle, 
"hs are curſed with barren wombes, frui:lecfſe bodies. There 


is not now iuch a curſed water to try theuncleane , by rot- 


ting the wombe ,and bowells of the harlot ; nor to become 

a water of bleſſing to the chalt. But in ſtead thereof, there is 

a curſe of God, upon the one, and a bleſſing upon the other. 

Even the adulterine mixtures of Beaſts ( as the Mule com- 

ming from the Aſſe and the Mare ) have a brande of barren- 

neſſe,nature ſtopping all infiniteneſſe and confuſion,as moit 

contrary to her ſ{clfe ; how much more the bodies of adul- 

| terous husbandes and wives? and wheras it is objeted, 
Gbjcet. ſome harlots aref.uitfull, an4 ſome chaſt wyves are barren; 
Anſw. theanſwere is, ſtill the curſe holdes upon the baſtard fruite 
of the one, and the blefling upon the ſoule of the other. 

As the Prophet encourages thole holy Eunuches , that kept 

God Sabbaths , that it ſhould go better withthem, thenif 

Mai.s6 4. they had ſons anddaughters ; even a place ſhould be given 
them in the hauſe of God, and an everlaſting name,that ne- 

ver ſhould be cut off: So doth he t ereto all chaſt ones;when 

he cuts off the curſed race of the uncleane,then he continucs 

tothe godly (though barren) a better name them poſterity 

could 
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could atteyne unto. Secondly,to the chaſt belongs the bleſ(- 

ſing of legitimation;but tothe uncleane,the cuſe of illegiti- 

mate enes$;to bring Baſtards into the family as lawful heyres, 

how execrable, and how unnaturall is it? The children 

of Gilead caſt out [ephrah , beauſe he was the ſtrangers iſſue: | 

Sara layd wellot /&mael, The fon of this {ſtranger (though G-n.21.16, 

of her owne gift )ſhal not inherit with my fon //aac. But the 

curſe of Adultrous is, to leave their wealth to baltards. As the 

Lord curſed the garment made of mixt linſcyand wolſey:the 

held ſowne with ſundry kinds of graine together : ſo'much 

more,the illegitimate poſterity of detiled perſons. As Eagles 

fethers conſume the fethers of other foules; fo, the unlawtull 

brood of the uncleane devoures he lawtull, till at laſt that fire 

conſume them and all, which is threatned the children of the 

whore&theAdulterer,tor it waSunlawtul fire that begat the, 

& the ſame ſhall kindle and burne,till it have deftrojed them. 

And thirdly,to the Chalte,eve a curſe1s turned toa bleſſing: , qa... - 

The ſorrowes of conception and birth,turne to theſalvation (i » ured 

of thepure and Chaſt ( becing faythfull ) wheras the blef- b!cling ty 

fing of marriage turneth to a curſe to the other. As all &b#%ny. 

things arc impure tothe impure, as the ceremony alſo made *30*v:t.49- 

the things and veſſel to be dehlled , whether wood or (tone, 

which the leper touched : But eſpecially to the impure in 

bodies, yea ; their very conſciences are as impure as their 

fleſh, and therby, whatſocver thy doc touch,uſe, partake, or 

poſleſſe , is madefilthy , becauſe their naſty conſciences tell 

them io. Evenſo, To the pure, all things become pure; 

As our Saviour faith of almes, Give almes tothe poore Tit.r 1x, 

of that you have , and all the whole lumpe of your eſtate, 

fhalbe cleane vnto you: Se here, If couples keep themſelves Evc-11.47. 
ure,in body and ſpirit,pure are their prayers, readings,con- 
erence,Sabbaths,Sacraments, ſervice ot Go 1: yea in Chriſt, 

all things are pure unts them,t heir health, eltate,cating and 

drinking,duties,fellowfhip and benevolencegbed and board, 

and all they take in hand. Now (to finiſh the reaſon) if it 

be under ſuch a threefold bleſſing,then ought ſo happie a 

vertue as Chaſtity, to be jointly preſerved by boththe mar- 

ricd perſons. 
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But heer it wilbe demanded, how ==_ 
Dneſt. Marriage be preſerved?and in how cola Rand I 
Bow Chaſliry anſw.In theſe foure. Firſt in the Chaſtity of 44x 
may be preſcr- ; ty of the fpirit. S2- 
= condly , of prevention. Thirdly ofthe Bed. Laſtly of th 
dufin Body. For the firſt , the center of Chaſtity is the minde nd 
4.wayes: ſpirit. If that bee pure , there neede bee no keepers , 
1. The ſpirit, ONCE (aide of thoſe Romanes , the richer ſort of nd % mM 
> Prevention. their wy ves Chaſtity, by Funxches )if that bee uncle mp 
3-Bedd. keepers will ſerve the turne, unvrideled luſte (like » "Ide 
$4 pat Þ © fig ) will ſoone mount over the wall. The firft care thans X ot 
12424: Yee,to keepe that cleanc from whence( as our Saviour {: v 
all filth proceedes, I meane the heart. Get the L = =_ ) 
to come in with his ſpirit,to clenſe thine husb be with, 
usband, thy wife 
to waſh them, and wake them undehiled to himfelf his 
own ſpouſe,without ſpot,or wrinkle of wilfull bafc NC 
him to clenſe that Augean ſtable , that D—_—_ I 
thoughts, (the maſter wheele of your ſoule, the will 1 af. 
teRions ) the theefe that betrayes all : and then _ xe 
being pure,{o ſhall the branches bee. Salomon 2 = - @r's 
my ſon give mee thy heart, and let thine eyes {i vor w. 
Pre - cn waies. And why? he addes,for an —— a { var 
—_ we and a ſtrange woman j$ a narrow pit : q. d, :Cohineth, _ 
7g. q be Pure thine cycs and ſenſes, thy body and members hall fi . 
kept,ag3inſt low,and notdelight in the Falſe hiew of an harlo:.W =_ 
Conten p'ti- WhomGod loves?ſurelye him who isupright'in { i & op 
ve uncleanncs, one,& onely ſuch ſhalbe kept frem her — the —_— 
caught in her ſnares. If the thoughts bee im — 
betray the body to the eyes, eares, and com pri =y 
cleane, and Satan will play the Profor rate bri age: | 
unclcane perſon to another. There is a cont lee 4. 
thines of the fancy and ſenſes, (whick the ny _ 
ddukery ofthe firkc) bybeſenes of ſpirk within — noent. 
: pirit within , nouri- 
ſhing unloyall concerts , inwarde dallyances avert 
thoughts and fancies of uncleannes , both 1 bo. yen 
king:and ſo ſet the daore opc to outward A ans bon 
CI —_ pt reſtreyne ) yetare a 
od,and will break out in time. 
wiicanics. know in — pou | would here ſpeake 
utzon. 1know 1n the beſt, ( unmarricd'or married) 


there 
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there bee naturally planted theſe imaginary and Idealtun- 
cleanneſks,ſteaming up fromthe fornace of concupiſcence,z 
naturall principle, net alway ſabje& to the law of grace: 
it 1s a law of the members,in a double ſenſe,a dye in graine; 
but yet,ſo long as it is abhorred, oppoſed , and quenched by 
all pollible diligence,it ſhall not be imputed: (provided that Js 
the meanes to ſubdue it,bee not lighted. )But 1 ſpeake of an 
heart permitted to it ſelfe, without contcoll, and bridle. For 
when the doore ſtandes looſe upon the latch, how ſoone may 

it be opened? Crackte glafles, we know, laſte not long:they Wh 
wayte but for the next knocke and then aregone. Alas ! jj 
what thanke 1s it for a man not to bee uncleane, for lacke of 
opportunity ! or becauſe he was overruled for a time ? The 
religion of theſe tymes , is come to this. SuſpeRt by men 
what you will,ſo yeu can proove nothing, what care they for 
giving occaſions of never ſo much ſuſpicion. Is this thy ho- 
neſty, that becauſe thou canſt weary them in the court, who 
accuſe thee,therfore thou art chaſt? Nay,becauſe thou dareft 
purge thy ſelfe by oath, (like a forfworne wretch) therefore 
thou haft wyped every crumme of thy lips ? Is not thy con- 
ſcience as a thouſand witnefſes nevertheles? I tell thee,thou 
haſt thy brand in heaven already and perkappes upon earth 
too,or elſc art next dooreto it. And what = | to is there be» 
tweene theſe two, not tobe approoved for chaſt , or to be 
thought nncleane? Its harde to ſfay,whether many men and 
women have loſt their credit or their chaſtity ſooner. Luſte 

if ohce it kindle , (as the fparkle will kindle to a great fire ) 
will ſoone ſnare us, and bring foorth fruite unto death. But, 

if there be pureneſle in the bent of the ſpirit,and the ſway of 
the ſoule tendes to Chaſtity, the ſtreames will cafily become 
pure. So much for the firft. 

Secendly,there muſt be chaſtity of Prevention alſo. That The.2: 
5 narrow furvey of the Cinque-ports of the ſoule , by Chaſiny of 
which traytors to Chaſtity arrive at the ſhore. Preſerve the pevention 
in»lets of your Soxle,I meane the out warde ſenſes,cares,cyes, **«Lary. 
inward fancy, and ldea's of e vill, cloſcly and firmely , and 
then the body will follow.Still we muſt procecd by degrees. 

The ſpirit lets fin to the body , by theſe conduits and 
: Channels, 


y lo need- 
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Gen,34.1, 


Channels. David ſweetly prayeth,ſet a doore before my lips 
O LordIſo,ſet a watch before my ſenſes , that there come 1n 
no vanity! Lord not only leade mee not thy ſelfe into tenta- 
tion, but foreſtall all other tempters , thatTI bee not led : for 
thou prelerveſt the ſoules of thy Saints, and he whom thou 
loveſt, ſcapesthem all, which another at one time or other, 
ſhall afſuredly fall into.It was Davids miſery to caſt his eye 
from the roofe of his honſe, in an unwatchfull manner, and 
there wanted not one to further the occaſion. So Sampſon. 
Thoſe who loath the at, will alſo abhorre the fomenters 
therof,all cxtravagances of ſenſes, and {enluality : all ſetting 
themſelves to ſale, hauntingof markets,fayres,might-metings, 
wakes,dancings,and common feſtivals, which with all the 
like occaſions, Alchouſe hauntings,or frequenting of for- 
bidden and noted houſes, as give ayme to the fleſhe,to play 
her part : All needlefle travailes and jorneyes, without 
warrant,among multitudsof all ſorts all Pina-like rovings,& 
gaddings about, without due cauſe:alllooſe carrying about 
theeyes through the aire of the world ; All geſtures, "7 
aymes, of an unchaſt heart, ſoone appeare to ſuch as are of 
like temper;birds of a fether will locke together. Intempe- 
rate diet,exceſle of gamings , delights, pampering the fleſh; 
amorons books,ſonnets, ſtage- playeseffeminate diſguiz ings 
& arayings of one ſexe in the others attire,(a thing cenſured 
by all writers) both morrall aud divine ; leſtings,1nd unſa- 
voury rotten communications , alluſions , fimilitudes and 
diſcourſes : whatare they, butas bawdes and Pandars 
touncleannes ? Drinking of hot inflaming wines or 
waters in an uſuall diſtempered cuſtome , ( no infirmity of 
nature requiring) what are they (in bodies hot and luſtfull of 
theraſclves) ſave inflami gs of luſt, and ſpurring of a running 
horſe? I ſay eſpecially in ſuch perſons, asneither make uſe of 
the ordinance,nor yet abſtaine from excefle of provocation? 
Muſt not (of neceſlity ) ſuch ſinfull plethory,have alike vent? 
And where there is no Chaſtity of prevention, making men 
abſtinent from promiſcuous occaſionszis it like there will be 
Chaſtity of bodie,Jike occaſion being offered of the ene as 
the other ? No donvtles , a body dekirovs to be Chaſte , y 
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es 


alſo be very cautelous of meate, drinke, fafhions, ſoftnes, 
delicacy and pleaſures, which will be as oile to the flame : 
and he who is not chaſt in the ſuburbes, 1s not to be truſted in 
the city : Dives in all his riot and luxuriouſneſle, muſt ſcape 
hard, if he were not incontinent. 

This argument (I know ) is common : Inced not inſiſt; Why bs is 
fave onely for the cuſtome of theſe dates, which will needes ** 8 ©? 
ſeparate meanes from endes, and bee ſcene going onward 
to the Den, and not ſcene to come back, and yet maintaine 
it, that they Kept ont ! This 1s to divide the things, which 
God hath not ſeparated : I give to all-y%o would ſhunne 
this plague, the counſell belonging to it,ſoo rre,ſlowly: 

Get from ſuch occaſions, as foone : goe from them as farre; 

and returne to them as flewly as poſlible thou canſt. If 
thine cie, thy right hand, or foote cauſe thee to offend,»luck 
them ont, and cut them off, ( not as Origes did carnally ) and 

caſt them from thee ; but make thy ſelfe a ſpiritnall Eunuch 
for the Kingdome of God, and for chaſtity , u' all contrary 
meanes, of holding under thy flefh, and boxing it till it be 
black and blue (to uſe Paw/s word ) if thou wilt preſerve 
thy veſlell in honour : yea, count all too little, If this coun- 
{11 be meet for the married themſelves who are under the 
remedy , what ſhall be ſaid to theunmarried? Surely I ay , 
touch not pitchleſt thou be defiled. Make covenants with ;,,, _ 
your cies with ob; remember our Saviours divinity, beyond ©? * 
the Phariſees 4 forefeele all your ſteps and paſlages; put 
your knife te your throates, if ye be given to your appetite, 

and venture not upon forbidden dainties, to try if they will 
ſurfet you. Burt, if after all meanes, both of prevention, and 
—_—_ of body and ſpirit fromthis tainte, yet-you 
cele your natures to recoile, and concupiſcence to want 
cares, then heare that voice behind you , ſaying, marr 
and burne not. But yet , take this counſell with you , Nil t Cor. 9. 7. 
carry this rule of prevention with you into that eſtate, 
leſt you marry and burne too, and ſo the diſcafe will, if 
_ be worſe for the remedy, yet may prove never the better 

or it. | 

The third is , the chaſtity of the bed. The Apoſtle tells Jann ®: 4. 
us bcd. 
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us here , the bed is nndefiled. Surely ( as hee told his chil- 
dren, at his death, they ſhould find their Kingdome,fo I may 
ſay of this) It is asits uſed, and kept. For its the great 
wiſdome of God,which hath ſo concealed our infirmity,and 
covered it with honour, that the bed ſhould be honourable. 
But it imports us ſo to keepe it then : and that, againſt a 
double infirmity. The one of ſnaring , the other of defiling 
Two extremes 95+ By ſoaring , I meanc, — other , by any 
here meanes, under any colors : as when by diſcord, and diffe- 
: rence of mindes, the body is diſabled : when the one party, 
The kilt, Jenies duc benevolence to the other; by pretended ex- 
caſes , to ſatisfic a baſe heart : when religion and conſci- 
ence , or infirmity are falſely alledged to crofle the ordi- 
nance; In this caſe let the Apoſtle overrule : Let the husband 
t Cor.7.3. and wife,yield cachto other,&c.refuſe not the lawful and fo- 
Þer uſe of the remedy, (except when both in private conſent 
in ſome extraordinary duty,for ſome little ſeaſon before )ſame 
adde the preparation of the Sabbath, rather I ſuppoſe frem a 
pious heart , then the warrant of the word , although 1 
wholly yecld to the equity of that abſtinence, ſo there be no 
ſnare of a rule : for hee that generally followes this light 
muſt not be ſnared by any rule ( except he have vowed it 
voluntarily , and then it bindes in another kinde. ) But , I 
leave the deciſion of that, to the wiſdome of ſuch as can 
diſcerne between expediency and inexpediencie, leſt Satan 
prevent us : for we know his devices how he ſeekes to ſnare 
them that are weake , againſt their intentions, and under 
celour of a better purenefſc, hee tceekes to breed a wearineſſe 
and diſdeine of the ordinance. He is an uncleane fpirit, and 
cannot brooke that which holineſle hath invented, to pre» 
vent fin. Let ſuch as are privy to this rebellion, humble them- 
ſelves and repent, — that marriage takes off the 
propriety which each bad before in himſelte, and gives a- 
way the power of the body of cach to other withofit con- 
tradition. And, there 1s more in this, then molt will take 
notice of. And ſome openly profefle that they abhor this 


judgement, being yet expreſlely grounded upon theletter 
of Scripture, 
Tho 
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The ſecond ce xtreme is on the left hand, when men abufe The ſecond, 
marriage to a defiling of themſelves, and under pretence of 
generall lawfulnefle, runne into excefſe. This is as odious 
asthe former. Its not the wiſdome of a Chriſtian, te chuſe 
the uttermolt brinke ofthe riverto walke upon, becauſe it 
threatens ſlipping in : nor of his liberty,becauſe its allowed. 
Our greateſt offences are commonly about thinges lawfull , 
when as we dare not attempt the unlawfull : whereas re- 
ligion is mnch more tried in the uſe of liberties allowed us. 
And itsſtrange under what ſorry and thin covers, the con- 
ſcience of one will ſhroud itfelfe when as once it hath caſt 
off the love of cloſenefſe : halfe a loafe is better to a Liber- 
tine, then no bread. Whereas a ſound ſpirit fkould thinke 
thus, In this God tries me, what mettall I am made of, whe- 
ther to betender of a command , when I have the bridle laid 
upen my owne neck, or to runne away with my uttermott 
liberty , when I have ſome granted to me. Doubtleſſe hee 
who will take all that he can, inliberties, ſhewes he is but 
kept in by violence, in commands, and but for ſh:me; would 
defire Gods cordes were more (lacke, and ſuted to his luſtes. 
I ſpeak,becauſe it might ſcarceſly be believed what baſenes, 
immoderatenefle, and licentiouſnefle growes.in many even 
by the occafion of the former point , of benevolence. They 
will ſtretch it beyond the boundes of modeſty , and bring 
themſelves into ſuch a bad cuftome, that a Beare robd of her 
whelpes may bee met with and ſtopped , as eafily as they 
croſſcd of their laſcivious and luxurious appetite. Some bru- 
tiſhly imagining , that the very law of God forbidding car- 
nall knowledge ( during the tearme forbidden ) was but a 
ceremony , not grounded upon the perpetuall naturall ab- 
furdity of the ation : wherein they bewray themſelves by 
their {winiſh appetites , to have drowned the true ditamen 
of nature in themſelves, which meſt heathens themſelves 
acknowledged. 

Others ace wholly ignorant of all pureneſſe and chaſtity, 
1m the demeanure of rhemſelves each to other : for though 
Iſahac and Rebecca ſported themſelves, yet doubtlefle in no 
baſe or uncomely manner. very Philoſophers and Politicians 
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Heathens 
ſhime us 


Chriſtans 
in this, 


Muk-s to 


in their lawes made for the good of Commonwealthes , 
led by no Scripture or religion, yet for the preſervation of 
health, vigor and ſtrength of body, for the ſhunning of 
diſeaſes occaſioned by this , as well as uncleane mixtures , 
have ſet downe their judgements touching the modeſty and 
mediocrity of marriage converſe, forbidding frequencie 
and licentious uſe of it; I had rather expreſſe my ſelfe ſo, 
under their perſon , then in mine owne words , knowing 
to what language he expoſeth himſelfe of ſcerners and pro- 
fane people , who doth but glance this way. I ſay not as 
they ſay ( Platoand others ) once weekly,or thrice monethe 
ly might bee a modell of convenience in this kinde, for 
the greater part of number of mens bodies: becauſe I know, 
there can bee no ſet rule for all perſons , ſeaſons of marri- 
age, and varieties of bodies , becauſe variety of ſubjects, 
cauſeth variety of rule. But this I atfirme , that if heathens 
conld rove at {uch a marke , in the Jimnefle of their light, 
and all for the reſtraint of exceſſe : I ſhould thinke itrather 
meet that Chriſtians, eſpecially in yeares, ( who by their 
place ſhould teachthe younger te be ſober ) ſhould rather 
aime at being under the line, then above it. But as it is not 
youth (where there is a Chaſlt ſpirit)that can provoke to ex- 
ceſſe in this kind : ſo neitheris it age (in any profeſſion) if it 
be once tainted with dehilednefſe, which will perſwade men 
to moderateneſſe: but as bruite beafts,their will is their law; 
and even in thoſe things they know, yetthey corrupt them- 
ſelves to the griefe and {ad woe of their companions, who 
know not how toredreſle it. Loth I am to ſpealethat in this 
argument, with many ſentences, yea in two wordes, if one 
might ſerve ; and heartily wiſh , which yet never will bee 
obteined, that (at leaft ) the religious might be lawes to 
themſelves in ſuch kinds. But the experience of the contrary 
may plead ſome pardon for that little I have ſaid. Some 
mult ſpeake , and where more aptly , then ina treatiſe for 
the nonce. 
But how ſhall we know when this due meaſure is obſer- 


_ = m9 ved? Surely then when ſnaring concupiſcence is prevented, 
«rAtzoT 
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and fitnefle of body and minde therby purchaſed, freely to 
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walke with God, and to diſcharge duties of calling, without 


diſtration or annoyance. And ſodoing,much fredome may 
be enjoyed(both the former extremities being avoyded) and 
Gods wrath prevented: which I cannot ſay,whether it more 
hangs over the heads of ſuperſtitious Papiſts, for vyowing a 
forced chaſtity, contrary to the exnreſle rule of the word,or 
upon married perſons,for abutes in eyther of the two kindes. p,,,; 
ing the former, we —_—_ both into what odious > 
enormity of luſte the Lor« hath ſuffred themto beplunged, 
both unnaturall, and unlawfull; making themthe execration 
of the world, for their luit. Touching the latter,I leave it to 
the experience of the wiſe to conſider; Both what vexation 
the negle of thus ordinance hath cauſed to many, who un- o affe Sed 
der pretexts of their owne, have refuſed the mutuall due to fgom the be. 
each other ;who afterwards, ſeeing what wefull ſnares they nefr ofthe 
have —_— themſelves into, as ſeeking the Company of Bed compared, 
hatlots and adulterers,have bin deeply terrifyed, wiſhing tos 
late, with ſorrow , that they had denyed themſelves and ſub- 
jected them to the ordinance. And fo for the other extre- 
mity, when due regard of Chaſtity hath bin negleRed, what 
weaknes, diſcaſcs, inability of body and minde to callin 
and duty hath enſued! Yea further , when preſumptuous luſt Inconvitence 
hath broken boundes, of womanly modeſty , compting all of both un- 
ſeaſons alike, what markes hath God ſet upon their owne I" — 
bodies for their incontinency , & fo upon the bodies of their _ wes = 
Children,yea and upon their mindes,and whole conſtitution, ;«q. OE 
the one by diſguizement of countenance, the other by defi- 
ledneſſe with the like fin, (for what was bred in bone, 
will not cazily out in fleſh:) when as 1 ſay , men have met 
with theſe penalties, then they have juſtly confefſed wrath 
to ceaze upon them. And indeed, although there were no 
religion,yet if men wete but Philoſophers, to underſtand the 
naturall miſchief and poiſon of ſich wayes, they coulde 
net but loath them. Therfere, let a wiſe mediocrity be ob- 
ſerved : fanRifying our fellowſhip and fruite of bodies by 
earneſt mr bed may be cleane tous ; Make not that 
helpe, which God hath given as water toquench, as ojle ts 
me; There is a white Devill aſwellto corrupt,as a black 
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beaſts,and win we therfore,who ſtand toGods barre, 
a rule to our fel 


faſhions,and liberties of our commen life,that except they be 
put to a comprimize, there wilbee no ende-made. So muck 
for this third. 


The fourth & © The fourth and laſt Chaſtity is that of the body. This I 
1:ſt head of make one duty by it ſelfe. For although its trae , that if the 


the mutvall 
duty,is the 
Chaſticy of 
Body, 


three former were kept,this would follow alone; yet I fay, 
when all is done,the body is not tobe truſted too farre. This 
ſm of uncleannefſſe is a ruvning fore in our fleſh, hardly cured. 
Even many ( otherwiſe good ) perſons,though kept from 
the a, yet by all their ſtrife have ſcarle felt themſelves free, 
through a bodily propenſenefle to this evill. And Satanis 
ready to do-inthis,ſo in other ſins,even by how much the ſin 
is loathed, by ſo much the more te exaſperate this ſm:not ts 
ſpeake of the falls of thoſe worthies in Scripture. So that, 
except there bee a ſpeciall arming ourſelves, againſt Snares 
ebjeRted and layd mm our waics ( whichare innumerable in 
the lives of ſuch men, as have to meddle inthe affayres of 
this life )and that,with reſolution, borh before, and upon the 
occafion,to preſerve our ſelves: all our former conrſc taking 
to ſhtmne temptations by-our ſenſes and the like, will do ns 
no pleaſure , when they are brought home by the Devill to 
our doore, and layde in ourlap, preſented in a Lordly diſh, 
with fecrecieycaſe and fyre Colors, Meere fuddennefſe of 
{Mont ( marke what] ſay ) when oothing elſe could do it, 
kath prevented forte, that it kath made them all _—_ life, 
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benoct xafily rated firomthe carrion. The: or ror bee a 
fidelity of body as{pigit,an holy ſtrength toward off blowes, 
to cut off deadly temprations by the middle, by our well 
ofdredmembers,as-not to call them in , by well awed ſenſes 
and Carriage. Chatt 7o/eph was not only reſolved not to pro- 


a 
re 


voke bimfclte to ſ1n,but when he ws fuddainly furprized by Gen.zg 8, 


the offer of an bariot unſought for , he abhorred the objeR, 
a5 if hehad beenc warned beforehand. » Its one thing tor a 
man to have grace,another thing to haveſuch a preſence of 
it, that when our baſe hearts are in a readines to embrace, 

eſent grace is nearer the doore to thruſt it away , & abhot 
ut, There is more danger in a preparedſnare, made ready 
to our hande, then in the ſpeculation or foreſight of thar, 
which may poſſibly befall us. So much for this fourth: which 
I call Chattity ofthe bedy, in a ſpeciall ſenſe, to note, even 
bow the whole man ought te be aswell ftrengthned againft 
the ſuddennefſe of a temptation , as beforehand kept from 
the meanes leading therto. And perhaps there are ſome ſorts 
of men , whole fad experience will conftrue my meaning 
herein, better then others can. 


I now conclude the whole 4 uſe of exhortation rxhortation 
and with ſome (hert direction to ſet it home. Firſt I fay, tothe duy of | 
let al who defire to preſerve the honor of their marriage, Chaſtity, 


looke to their Chaſtity. Drinke of the waters of thine owne 
well, but, letthe Ciſterne bee thine owne ; Secke not to 


ſtrangers; give not thy ſtrengthto the harlot, and thy yeeres Pro. 5.: g. and 


to the craell; Abkberre all ſ\weetenefle of Rollen waters,let 9. 
not thy teeth water after forbidden deynties , leſt thou find 
bitternefſe in the end. If medling with thy neighbors 
hedge, thou mayſt feare leſt a ſerpent bite thee, how much 
mere with his bed? Let thine owne wife delight thee, hee 
is the woman whom thou choſeſt for the companion of 
thy youth: tranſgrefle not againk her therefore. Let herlove 
fatisfie theegand heraffeRions equallthy embraces : let thine 
appetite be ſubjeR to him, and ſhare the duty , and the ho- 
nor of it, betweene you both : and keep chaſte till the com- 
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ming of the Lord Teſus. Know that this is an equall duty of 
both, God having beftowed the power of cach over other, 
upon both: Thinke not thy husband tyed to this rule ,O wo- 
man; nor thou thy wife tied,O husband, and the other free: 
the tye is equall. 

Againſt baſe Its net jealoufie of each other , which can preſerve this 

and unjuſt jea- hgnor;no,its the Canker of marriage. Bathſheba deſcribing 

_ itismolt 1. condition of a good woman, tells us, The husband of 

—_ it, fucha womanreſts in her,his heart {etles upon her. Noting, 
3"  thata wiſe man , obſerving vertuous qualities in his wife, 

iudgeth her the ſame towardes himſelfe , which he is to her. 

A good man (ſuch an one as foſeph was ts Mary, a juft man, 

one that had no worſe thoughts of jealoufie cowards her, 

then ſhee had to him , loth to entertaine the leaſt ſuſpicious 
thought againſt her ) will alway eſteeme her by himſclfe, 

Why ſhould I thinke , that her Conſcience, Chaſtity, is not 

as tender to her,as mine to my (elfe? what can it come from, 

ſave a baſe heart, enclined to treachery againſt my wife, 
that I ſhould imagine , my wife ſhould bee falſe to mee? 

Surely were it not ain, to do ſuch a thing, or wiſh it done, 

it were but juſt that an unjuſtly jealous husband ſhould 

meete with that he feares , that ſo he might be jealous for 
ſomewhat. Many civilly chaſt women , having bin drawne 
to commit this folly,by ne greater motive,then the vexation 
of jealouſie: as not fearing God, and thetfore thinking they 
were as good commit it, as be alwayes falſely chirged with 
it. And marke it, Its commonly the fin of couples unequall 
in yeeres, who having marryed yonger kusbandes , wives, 
then themſclves,lye opeto this temptation,Alas;Iam too old 
to give him,or her content, they ſeeke fuch as are like them- 
ſelves; when as yet the parties are as cleere from ſuch afper- 

Gons,as the child new borne: what? haft thou offended ence, 

and is there no remedye but theu mult ſoder it by a worſe? 

I ſpeakenot, asif I would make men Pandars and Bawdes 

to their wives, through their folly a:1d careleſſe confidence, 

expoſing them to any temptations , and winking betweene 
the fingers, fot what is this, ſave to give ayme to a chaſte 
womangto belewd ? No, But to ſhame that impotencie and 

baſcuefle 
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baſeneſle of eitherfex , whereby each is prone, contrary to 
the good cariage,and approeved converſation of the other, 
we to ſurmiſe in them, falſehood and ill meaning. What can 

e ſuch an incendiary, to ſet all on fire between couples, as 
this curſed miſchiefe of jealoufie ? which is ofttimes ( upon 
meere miſtake of ſome word , guiſe , or ation, nottung 
tending that way ) rooted 1n the ſpirit of man, or wo- 
man,that neither all the affurances of truth betweene them- 
{elves,nor yet by matuall friends, can compound the matter 
ſe, but {till there muſt be a pad in the {traw,and ther ſmoke 
muft argue ſeme fire: And yet when all is done,it prooves a 
meere 1doll of fancie, nothing in all the world. 

The Lord indeed appeinted a triall for the jealons man ; 
againſt his wife : but wee mult not conceive this was to 
breed or nouriſh cauſeleſſe conceits : it was no doubt firft 
brought to the judges in criminall cauſes, to determine 
what the matter was, and ( as our Inquefts doe ) to cut off 
all meere ſurmiſes : «ſe what a bondage had it beene for a 
wife to be ſo hurried and defamed? And although it be true, 
that for the hardnefle of their hearts, the Lord permitted 
more liberty to men at that time, ( being ſturdy and rebel- 
lious ) ſhould that be any encouragement now to Chriſti- 
ans to nonriſh ſuch traſh in themſelves- to make their 
ſpirits , their prayers, their whole life fad and miſerable 
to themſelves, and to beſo imbittered each againſt other , 
that even when they would faine ſhake off their owne con- 
ceits they ſhould not be able ? I ſay no more of this elte of 
cauſelefle jealouſies : .but this for the party finning, no man 
ſhallneed to with his greater torment , then himſelfe hath 
created to himſclfe; let him thanke himſelfe , that his owne 
finne hath eaten up the marrow of his bones. The greateſt 
pity is to the party innocent and ſinned againſt, whois to 

e adviſed, while there is any hope of recovery, to ftrive by 
all caution and exact circumſpettion of carriage, totender 
the weaknefle of the other, boping that love rather then 
anger hath bred it : but by no meanes diſdaine them, andto 
walke looſely under pretext of innocency. Butif thediſeaſe 


uprightneſle. 
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be ſo rooted, that it will net be healed; let them enjoy their party, 


Remedy of the 
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HS uprightneſſe (for the way of God,is ſtrength to the upright, 
as Salomon faith, Prov. 10. 29.) andnot be diſmaied : but 
lookeup to God, who cancleare their righteouſneſfle as the 
noone day , and plead their cauſe againſt their opprefſour : 
joyning prayer to God to quit them accordingly. This I 
have faid of injuſt jealouſie : as for that which is juſt, I ſay 
as much againſt the guilty party , wiſhing the law were as 
Krong now , as it hath formerly becne againſt all violaters 
of this facred knot. And for this branch ſo much. 

I had here purpoſed to inſert ſome other watchwordes 
and direQiens : but I conſider that in the latter part of this 
Treatiſe more full oecafion will be given of this Argument. 

'Se mnch therefore ſhall ſerve for this Chapter. 


Caand 1 


Conteining the deſcription of the 4.. laſt Toint 
duty of the Marryed, viz. Conſent, 


The fourth T1 fourth and laſt duty equally cencerning both parties 
grnerall and married is, Conſent , and harmony of courſe eachto 
—— another. Both the former of chaſtity, and this, dee grow as 
a ſprings from the tocke of love : the former in the bodies , 
this latter inthe lives of both. For this I would have the 
Reader conceave, that the former of love, and this of con- 
{ent , doe not differ, ſave as the roote:and the branch, the 
cauſe and the effet., Love being the noble groundworke , 
this the ſweet building upon the former foundation : both 
making up marriage, togrow to an happy frame and buil- 
ding , which who ſo beheld, can no other judge , but 
thoſe parties are well met , and dwell commodiouſly : 
Bat will better appeare 1n particulars how the one differs 
from other. 
This then'is the point , that both married perſons eught 
{tudiouſly te maintaine this grace ef mutuall conſent , as a 


maine peece of that, which muſt maintaine the honour of 
their 
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their marriage. Such a thing 1s this of conſent, As may ap- Reaſ:1. 
pearc, both by the judgements of all thoſe , who cicher ( y Branch 1. 
wotall experience ) could never attaine it, though their p— of 
eager defire after it may-proove it to be the crowne of mar- {33 want its 
riage, or the more happy experience of ſuch as have at- 
teined it , according to their defire , and found it to bee no 
lefſe , then I have ſpoken. For theformer of theſe, who 
need to queſtion it, but that muſt needs be moſt honorable, 
for lacke whereof, the eſtate and contentation , yea whole 
welfare of thouſands have periſhed ? Who covets that with 
earneftnes , which hath not ſome rare felicity in it ? And 
when a man hath with all his skill, ſought that , which yet 
_— all is done ) hee cannot atchieve, yea is further off 

om, what remedy , but ſnch a one muſt ncedes lie downe 
in ſorrow ? If the deferring of the ſoules deſire, 1s the p;ov. 1 3.12, 
fainting of it, what is the utter defeating of it ? when as , ; 
not for p—_— only, but for adoe (for ought appeares) 
a man foreſees his own miſery, and muſt of neceſlity ſurvive 
the funerall of his owne happineſſe. 

For the latter, who doubts of the honour and price of that 5ravch 2. 
commodity, unte which, they who have enjoyed it, doe 7 *< pert: 
eſtceme all as meere drofle and dang ? Evenalltheir wealth, *** _ 
—_— birth, which yetdoe muck conferre to a comfor- &., ic, 


- ſh-w itco be 
table life. What ſhallit profit a man to winne all theſe, and worth the pre- 


to loſe his owne content, in a {ſweet amiableneſſe of con- ſerving joint 
verſation? Or what ſhall a man give for a recompence of '! 


, 

- it, if it ſhould be1n hazard ? Thus will every one ſpeake.of 

- this blefling, except he be a foole, to whom the Sunſhine is 

e * weatiſome, forthe continuall ſhining of it ( and yet this 

P faire wether may doe hurt, ſo cannot conſent ) or ſuch as 

th to whom nothing will ſeeme pretious , ſave by the want of 

l- it ? As for all wiſe men,they will affirme it; That then which 

ut in both the confeſſions both of deſirers,and enjoyers, makes R 

y : ſonmch forthe honour of marriage, juſtly deſcrvesthe joint 7 ef. = e 

-rS conſent of both parties to enſue and mainteine. this —_ " 

Secondly, the very nature of this jewell, the nobility, the her nacure, 

ht praiſe and price of it, in generall, is a figne of the worth, deſerves che 
$2 and how it deſerveth the joint care of couples to maintaine ***full im- 
tt | Bb it, Proving of its 
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jt. Tt may challenge equality with the things of greateſt 
price, and excejlzncy 1 Oh tho ſweet amiablenefle and 
coneord , what may not be ſaid of thee ? Thou art the of- 
ſpring of God, the fruite of Redemption, the breath of the 
pirit : Thou art the compound of contraries, the kar- 
mony of diſcords , the order of Creation , the foule of the 
world : without which, the vaſt body thereof would ſoone 
diſſolve it ſelfe by her owne burden; as weariſome to it 
ſclfe, and fall in fundet by peacemeale from each other. By 
thee, oh ſweet peace, and concord, the heavens are comby1- 
ned to the cearth,by their ſweet infuenc-; by thee, theearth 
confines the unlimited warers, within bounds,both earth and 
waters nouriſh theſe inferior vegetables;by thee theſe ſame 
creatures, nouriſh the ſenfible; by thee,tholſe ſenſible againe 
returne their food to the moſt noble memvers of the world, 
the reafdnable ; thaffo the ſpirituall part, which is abova 
the reſt, I meane the inner man, and new creature might by 
them, for them, andin them all, honour his Creator. Oh 
thou divine conſent, the ſweet temperature of bodily com- 
plcxions, the bleſſed union of foule and body, the liwe of 
government to Commonwealths and {ocieties, the band of 
perfection in the Church, the reconcilement of God with 
man, the recollefion and confederating of all things in 
one, both in heaven and catta, the'life of the family, the 
daughter of love, ſiſter of peace, and mother of bleſſing. 
Cariſt thou then, who art the life of all things , chuſe but be 
the honour of marriage ? Shall all othec creatures know 
no other martiage band,and ſhall the truly married be with- 
outir ? Is it ſo ſweet and good athing to ſce brethren to 
dwell together in affeftion , although they cannot alway 
m place ard habitation,and muſt it not needs be more {.veet 
to them, who are toth in affeAion, and habitation 1nfepara- 
ble ? If in diſtance of bodies by neceſliry , yer it it beſo 
ſweet, what is 1t in the neceſſity of each others preſence ? 
All this conſidered, what a joint care ought there to bee in 
couples to nouriſhit ? How ſtapid doe they declare them- 
ſelves te be, who doe not feeleit? The Beaſts, the Birds, 
the Plants are ſenſible of iyzand (triveto put forth themſclves 
to 
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to all rutvall offices of ſervice cach to other, for the im- 
proving of it, as loath to forge ſuch a jewell, and ſhall 
married Chriſtians, be ſenſleſſe and carelefle of it ? 
Thirdly, that which is honorable both inthe coherence pegf; ,, 
and conſcquence of it , deſerves mutuall care in couples to Confer lh 
reſerve it betwcene themſelves. But ſuch is this conſent. a Þ:vine in» 
or marke , when love hath once combined and incorpera- fiat ai, 
ted two to one, what an inftin&t doth it breed , and what 
influence doth it inſtill into each party, for the uſefull fervi- 
ces belonging to tÞeir place? Each Bee flies abroad to work 
and carry heme to her hive, being once appropriated to it. 
Even fo here. Readinefic and willingneſle in each party, to 
his and her othce,the man to toile witkout 1n weary la#our 
and travaile, and the woman within doores, both without 
complaint;theſe low from the geniall conſent of each with 
other. Hence nothing is thought too much, benevolence, 
providence, forbearance,, patience, fidelity , ſecrecy; all 
vertuous othces : The husband complaines not, that the 
burden lics all upon bis ſhoulders, the wife (as weake as ſhe 
3s ) mutters not, that her ſicke husband lies upon ker hand, 
and ſpends all trom her, like to leave her in want. Both 
cheerefully goe on, ated by Providence to looke upon a 

romiſc, and all becauſe a ſecret accord of ſpirit puts them 
— tothe work. The reaſon comes to this ifſue : That 
which 1s as uſcfull and gaiatull,as its pleatant, and content= 
full is as the dew of Hermon , and the oile upon the head of pry, x 33: 23; 
Aaron,n both ſo mnch graces, marriage deſerves that the 
married ſhould cnſhrine it in their botomes, and nouriſh it 
with joint endeavor. 

Laſtly this grace of conſent , is that which brings the pe. 4. | 

Lord himſclfe , to rule and reigne in the family over Conicn: 
the married themſclves and all that pertaine to them, then brings God 
well doth it deſervethe care ofall married perſons to joine i9'9 the mar+ 
themſelves in the promoting therof. Its an konour to an houſe ***** 
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to be frequented by the great and honorable : How much 
more when the Lord of heaven and carth, ſhall condeſcend 
to dwell in our houſes, te come in, to fit , and ſup withus ? 
Whom ſhould he ſooner doc 73% » thento the _ 
Bb 3 an 
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12. M:th,26. 


2,Cor 6.15. 


A queſtion 
An(w.red, 


Wherin Con- 


ſcnr ſtands, 
 Anſw. 
In 3-11-83, 
I 


it thou wilt reigne , divide : Andeur Savior affirmes it , If 
Satan caſt out Satan , how ſhall his Kingdome endure ? No 


. ſurely. Satan maſt caft out unity and amity , if ke meane to 


reigne , that he may bring in helliſh diſcord and confuſion. 
Even ſo if God will reigne, hee muſt caſt ent Satan, that he 
may bring in union and conſent between couples. There is 
no agreement,betwixt Chriſt and Belial, light and darknes: 
Then(and never till then)ſhall religion, prayer, Sabbathdu- 
tie*, holy exerciſes,love to the Saints be enterteyned, when 
conſ:nt hath taken up the roome of each others heart. So 
muck may ſcrve for Reaſons. 

But wherin(may ſome fay)ſtandes this Conſent?I anſwer, 
By theſe few heads it may bee conceived, ( for the parti- 
culars of conſent they are infinite, as the occaſions of life 
are: )Firſt in conſent ofſpirit,ofminde(I meane)and affe&i- 
on.Secondly conſcnt of ſpeecbgor the tongue. Thirdly con- 
ſent of pratice and endeavars, For the firſt ettheſe ; The 


In c:nſent of principle of marriage conſent muſt be rooted in the heart 
h-art as cheefe That each thinke and affet the fame things; As in Ezekiel 


Fxtk,1.19, 


its ſaide of the beaſts andthe wheeles , that whenthe one 

wen ferward , the otherdid fo, and when the beaſts were 

lifred up , the wheeles were lifted up , forthe ſpirits of the 

beafts, were in the wheeles. So eught 1t to be berween cou- 
p:es, one judgement, one mind,one hear, one ſoule in two 

bodies; the {pirit of the wife in the husband, and his inthe 

Lord. That which the flatterer faith in theCoedy,(the hatred 

of the name becing remooved ) that ſhould the wife ſay to 

the husband:Saylt thou a thing? So fay I.Denieft thou?I deny 
it roo. And ina wocrd;l am prepared for the nonce to agree 
with thee in allthings,geod & honeſt. What is more beautts 

fullto behold in marriage,tac that wherof it is aRefemblice, 
I meave, the harmony betweene the Lord Ietus the head, 
and the members , to wit his Church? Reade the Canticles: 
See how the Church eccheeth her hus>ands voyce,m all he 
ſpeaks, fee how ſhee pleafes her ſelfe nm his comely propor- 
on,attire,geſture: ! And he againein hers;how fhee depends 
wholly apon his becke and” countenance , jo:cs in __ 
: ence 


and conſenting > we know that old maxime of Machiavell, * 
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ſence,mournes in his abſence,repeze her ſelfein his boſome, 
becing aſleep , watcheth his awaking , followes after him, 
hangs upen him in his departing, longs for his returne, and 
having loſt him , runs after him as one diſtrated, and be- 
wraies her life to be bound up in his, as /acebs in Zemamings, 
This inward complacence, welpleafing, and welapayed- 
nefſe of couples in each other, is the very quinteſſence of 
marriage peace, and contentment. As in the myſticall body 
of Chriſt , we ſce what aninſtin& is in them, to maynteine 
their owne beeing in the welfare of each ether. All envy, 
wrath, ſuſpicion, jealouſie, unkindnes, pride, cenſure, and 
what foever elſc favoring of ſelflove and ſeperation, beeing 
odious to them. Each doing his owne ſervice, content 
with his owne portion , moucning with any that is ill at 
eaſe,and plad of their welfare. 

Secondly, this confent muſt be in the ſpeech and language 
of them both : Irs true generally , but in this point ſpecially, 
That 15ecch is the diſcoverer of the mind : Looke what the 
zbundance of the heart is,that will vent it ſelfe at the mouth. 
So the hnsband and wife ſhould anſwer to cach other, as 
Tehoſhaphat to Tcborem, 1 am as thou art , my cople are as 
thine , my horſes as thine. Yea,the ſpeech of each to other, 
ſhould bee (.withont flattery ) as the glafle, to behold each 
other in. As face anſwers to face in the water , ſodoth a 
man accomodate himſelfe to his friend ( ſayth Salomey ) 
how much more the husband and wife to each other ? They 
ſhould even reſemble cach the ethers frame and temper (in 
the Lord )with all ingenuity. As the beames doreprefent the 
Sun, in her heat and light : ſo ſhould the fweet carriage of 
the wife,argne the body which gives her influence,even her 
husbands vyerrues. 

And hftly , there onght not onely to be this harmony in 
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reſence oneiy,but in atfence alfo, even in the way of theit Cone? "i 
nverfation: abroad in company,tn duties of Sabbath , of common life 
Chriſtian communion , whether together or aſfunder, fuck and occaſions 


ſhould bethe reftexion of a wives carrizge , that zl that ſee 
her, may ſee the wiftome,thonghts, afeRjons of the has + 
band it her : not a carnage of her owne , a3 of one ſevered 
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from his way lighting his, as if ſhee were wiſer;but humbly 
ſubmitting judgment, will and ſpinitte his in the Lord : and 
where there is any difference, fo it be grounded, keeping it 
ſecret, and acquainting God with it, as ſhee did when ſhe 
felt ſtrife in her wombe,that he might reconcile it, and ſettle 
it aright in time : For in ſuch a Cale, diſcreet concealment 
will far ſooner reduce them together, then open exprellion 
ef their diff-rences. The ations of the one ſhould bee the 
ſhadow of the others,yea a modell thereof. As it was once 
betweene David and his new ſubjets, whatſoever liked 
David, that was preſently pleaſing to all his people ; they 
agrecd at an haires bredth. This threefold corde of heart, 
mouth and worke,'s net caſily broken. . 

I ſhall make theſe three appear betterin uſes of the point, 
tothe which I haſten. Firſt then,what bitter reproofe is this, 
to the moſt even of ſuch -5 ſeeme to ftand to Gods barre and 
triall ? I paſſe by the ruder ſort of barbarous people, ruſticall 

" anny (who never yet came into the garden , where 
this grace grew) ſuch as paſſe their daies , eyther in brutiſh 
and Nabaliſh churliſhnes , brawling , fighting and quarrel- 


- ling together; or cl{c conſent onely in cvill, ſerving each the 


others turne , according to thoſe vices _ are enclined 
unto,as the world,to rake together portions for their childre 
by hooke or crooke, or pleafures and libertyes , er pride of 
lite,and faſhions,or envious purſuit of their Exem es,flander, 
or the like fins of the tongue. ſay, to leave ſuch, who would 
looke for ſach differences of ſpirit, and temper , among ſuch 
as pretend greet zealc in profeſſion ? A man would thinke, 
when bce lookes narrowly into them, that they are ſet as 
marks of oppoſition , each to other,thenreſcmblers of ther 
aff. tions, joyes, and defires; verely I have oftenſeenirt (to 
the ſhame of ſuck I ſpeake it ) that among ſome ignorant 
couplcs , whom onely naturall likenes of maners, or civill 
education hath handiomed, there is found more love and 
accorde, then among ſome ſach, as daily keep on foot the 
worſhip of God in their families.Shall | praiſe them in this? 
no {urely. I Knew,the ſorrow which heerby you procure ta 


your ſelves, is purukment fufficicat for your tolly ; Bur ” 
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muſt not eſcape ſo : but ſhame you for ſuch contrariety of 
fpirit:Many men and women, becing fo crofle each toother, 
that they thinke this conſent-rather a weake and feely frnite 
of a pulillanimons ſpirit,yea a ſhame rather then an honor ts 
their Marriages! And that then they have quit themſelves 
beſt, when they can whet their teene upon one another, 

jarring and janeling , and pleaſirg their froward, and ill 
apayde ſpirits,in diſpleafures and ditferences. And,can you, 
or dare you nevertheleſle, board,converſe and bed together, 

and gecto the houſe of God,and there heare,and partake the 
Sacrament of communion , as if there were nothing amiſſe? 


Can two walke together except agreed ? Or do you caſt Amos.z.z. 


arrowes and darts,and ſay,you arc in fport ! what villanous 
bypocriſie is this, tkus to habit your ſelves in ſin,that the cu- 
{tome of it,ſhou!d make you ſenſlefle of it,and cauſe a falling 
ſicknefle of diſcerd, that you know not the way of geting in 
againe? All day warre and deadly feud,and yet lye down at 
night, and wipe off each crum,from the lips ? Nay,what do 
ſuch ſave makethe Orcinances of 5o0d,covers of their ſhame 
& wickedneſſc 1 [doubt whether ſuch or theſe,or they whoſe 
debates breike out into ſeparation , ſo that neither towne 

nor country can holde the,are the worſe of the two!! ſay in 
point of preſu,mption,though their ſin bee not ſo exemplary. 

W hat a pageant is this for the Vevill to Jaugh at? how ont 
of meaſure finfull is your ſin? Tygers and Beares have their 
agreement,and ſhallſuchdiſtempers reigne 1nthe marriages 
of the religious ? Shall fraud and oppreflion bee found in 

the ſeate of jultice?or atroward, waſpiſh ſpirit,in the proper: 
element of peace and conſent. Where ſhall peace be looked: 
for,if you diſagree in marriage ? If you war and contend, 
who thould agree? Or, who thould go about the families of 
religious qnes, to ſec ke out matches, when as ſuch as theſe, 
hatchup a brood,by theirlives and examples,more fit for the 
Divell to governe in, thenthe ſpirit ofGod which is peacea» 


ble? Shall ſach as ſhould one day,judge the world, ( ifthey: * 


beeas they ſeeme ) yet be faine to: referre the deſperate 
quarrels of wife and husbagd,to the arbitrement of friends? 
By which occafion,matters growing to be ript up betweene- 
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you, perhaps the coales of Iuniper are blowne to a greater 
heate, then before, by theſe bellewes , and the hope of ac- 
cord ſet further off, then it was. Surely, as. the corruption of 
the fineſt bodies, is moſt Joathſome , ſo are the contentions 
of ſuch as ſheuld bee moſt quiet, commonly moſt tedious : 
for ſinne loves to bee out of mezfure ſinfull. So much of 
this firlt. 

Secondly, this ſhould be abaſement,and _ humbling, 
te all ſuch couples ( out of whoſe brefts this finne bath not 
chaſed away all remorſe and tendernefle. ) Oh man t Re- 
member,the Lord hath created thee in his Image, made thee 
as God to thy wife, a man of more ſolid mould and frame , 
able to beare impreflions and occaſions of diſ:ontent. Its 
the honour of a man to paſſe by an offence : The Lor{ at- 
horres thou ſhonldt weaken thy felfe by a wiltul oppoſition 
of a weaker ſex ; what a poore vitory is that , when thou 
haſt matched a {eely woman ! No, thine honour ſtands ra- 
ther in paſſing by her folly and weaknefle : not in a curriſh 
blockiſhneſle, not in a ſurly ſtoutneſſc,and pride of Remack, 
not in a controlling , 1mperious carriage, and thwarting 
tongue ; This is to betray thy owne ſtrength, and to out- 
ſhoot the divell in bis owne bow. This is to (mite all due 
honour eut of thy wives heart; and, ( as oile tothe flame ) 
to enflame and provoke her ſpirit, to be ſevenfold worſe. 
Rather doc in fuch a caſe, as workmen in colepits uſe to do, 
when the candle burnes blue, they ſuſpe the dampe to bee 
a comming , which would ftifle them, and therefore they 
ſtrive to get out, who can get firſt , and when the dampe is 
over, then to warke againe. So, give place to this dampe 
and diſtemper of diſcord aad contention,and when its over, 
then returne to thy wonted courſe. And, in concluſion , 
looke to find ſmall fruit of violent ſtriving : For, as Latimer 
faid , he that gets the victory here, gaines ſorrow,;' and he 
that loſes, loſes peace. The gaines which thou getteſt 


+ thou maiſt putin thine eye, and ſee never the worſe : Thou 


ſhalt repent thee at leaſure, that thou diddeſt not redeeme 
thy peace upon harder termes, then the curbing of a baſe 


appctite." T hou ſhalt loſe thy ſweet words, mthy bitternes, 
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\, thy liberty with God, to litrup pure hands wirhout wrath 
\ or dqubting,(hall degenerate into feare,harrennes and bon - 
4 age, thy Þraiers ſhall be choaked in thy throate, and periſh 
inthe uttering , which thon wert once woat to powr* out 
purely, conhdently, cheerfully : Therefore obey this charge 
of God, and proſper. If the Lerd blefſe not thine endeavor, 
et, its better for thee , todeny thy ſelfe , and to waite the 
flue with patience, then bootelefle to Rtrive againſt the 
ſtreame. The likeI fay to thee oh woman, Is this a life plea- 
ſing to thee , alway tolive like a Salamander in the fire? Is 
this an Element ſo welcome to thee? 

Conſider ( poore wretch ) how thou degenerateſt from The wy 
thy creation : Thou wert moulded by the hand of wiſe og<d. 
workman, tobe a tender and yeelding nature, the weaker 
veſſell ; and doe{t thou delight in a fpirit of contradiction? 
wilt thou reſiſt thy Maker and thy head, beth at once ? 
Shouldelt thou thinke it an honour, tothee, to Carry in thy 
boſome # proud wratbfull and ſhrewiſk heart, and in thy 
head a ſtinging tongue ? Oh, it were more agrecing to thee, 
to be melting , milde, and overcome evill with good | If 
this ought ts be done toan enemy abroad , that it he need, 
thou ſhonldeſt cloath him , feed him +» If to him who reviles 
thee, thou ſhouldſt returne good language ; ifto him who Luk. 6. 27; 
would take thy cloake, thou ſhouldſt caft thy coate alſo ( to 8. 29, 
ſhew how mecke thou art ) that ſo thou mightſt bee like to 
thy father , who docth good tothe evill : what then ſhalt 
thou doe to thy husband , that thou mightſt reſemble the 
Lord Icfus his tendernefle to his Church, whereof thy 
marriage is a ſhadow ? As thou wouldſt that Chriſt ſhould 
handle thee, ſo do thou oh man, handle thy wife , and thou 
oh wife, thine husband ! Goe together ( as oncea couple 
did, being convinced by their Miniſters reproofe, ) and 
breake heart each in others boſlome, confeſlſe how farre you 
are off, from your firſt frame, what diſhonour to the golpell 
yeu havebecne, and wofull joint emxemies to that joint and 
qnutuall peace which both of you ſhould have hatched and 
nouriſhed betweene you: Beſcechthe Lord to ſhed hislove 
and ſpirit into your beſemes, his peaceable, amiable, _ 
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{pirit , which can turne your {wordes into mattocks , and 

{peares into plowthares: who can make theoxe and the lyon, 

the beare and the lambe to teed together z that 1s, take out 

your telneſſe, and put into you an heart of Amnty and con- 
ſent. Then ſhall you bee another while for the honor of 
that Ordinance with equall endzavors, which all this while 
you have'lo reproched. 

And thirdly , let it bee admonition unto both partics;and 
firſt,let mee ſay this, Enter not into marriage,in a confidence 
of your owne ttrength when couples. firlt meete.together, 
youth, ſtrength , and carnall Confidence upon their owne 
meanes, With fieſhly centent each in other , makes them 
dreame of a dry ſummer , and thinkel ſhall not be mooved; 
It wil-e alway hony moone with me : as if the bitternes of 
an unquiet-heart were paſſed away. But poore ſoules ! you 
know no more your owne fpirits, then Hazae! did , when 
hearing the Prophet telling what a cruell wretch he ſhould 
prooveghe aSked, AmT a dog? to doſuch things. You dawb 
with untempered morter, which will fall off in froſty wether; 
But , when experience hath ſchooled you, and ſhewed you 
the diſcontents of marriage, and with what bitter ingre- 
dients,{in hath poyſoned your hoped ſucceſſes;whe husband 


- prooves an unthrift, wite an ill houſewife , buſineſſe in thc 


world crofle and left-handed, when alſo cares,feares, loſſes, 
charge of children,forrowes of the wombe,and nurſery,bad 
Children , debts and firaits come upon you at once, ( none 
wherof you have grace to prevent ) ohthen ! you ſee that 
your kr{t merry meeting will not beare off all aſſaults. And 
yet,what ſhould 1 ſpeake of fuch things ? when a baſe heart 
1n the middeſt of all contrary mercies , pamperd with the 
creature,but wickedly proud and unthankfal,can and oftner 
doth cauſe this woe to couples, more then all adverſity 1 Gh, 
this canker growes out of blefling, oftner then affliction! 
wherfore, enter this eſtate , with ſelfdeniall ! humble vcur 
{elves, bee as Ephraim, who was as an heifer unuſed to the 
yoke,but after, herepented, and ſmote upon his thigh: Do 
you ſo beforehand-, and beg armor of God for the hardeſt 


boſt not ofthe beſt,ere you put off your harneſle:the beſt will 
alway fave it ſclfe, | Secondly, 
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Secondiy,know this, That although the Lord ſhould free Caveat 2. 
you from ſuch diſaſters, yet marriage of it ſelfe ( withont P: y tur ths 
{peciall grace) will try of what mettall you are made. Even v<<t git ot 
meer continuance of time, Cuſtome and aſuall ſociety, will T : : =_ 

' ; p 11. 20.Clieics 
(by corruption)precure a fullomeneſſe,& ſatiety, yea a wea- 
rinefle of each other. Acknowledge therfore that this frame 
of your marriage will not ſtand alone, it needes daily props, 
to keep off an imparict ſpirit! For why? . The meer ſpirit thar 
is in youzlults to envic; enclines to croflenes, elviſhneſſe and 
{elf willednefle of ſpirit , when as yet there is no vexation 
without to cauſe it. What need is there then to ply the Lord 
with prayer,for the ſweet uaiting of your ſpirits,and calming 
of your hearts? T hat the peace otGod paſſing underſtanding 
may fence or (as the word is) beleaguer and hemme in your _ 
ſonles ( or as a gariſon keepes a towne ſafe ,) may preſerve Phil.4- 
them with the knowledge of God, and poſſefſe them in 
patience ; Alas ! let all your whetting and provoking each Lue. 22.19, 
other, be reflefted backe upon your owne {elves, fret with 
indignation,againſt the Roote within,purge out that leaven; 
and then your hard hearts ſhall melt into teares, for each o- 
ther ; ſpend your time of jarring , in prayer and earn re- 
quelt to God , for mercy and pardon : That he would take 
off your rough edge , and make you poliſhed and ſquared 
ſtones, to couch in the wall of this building : which before 
could lye no way. Oh ! the Lord (for ought you know)may 
make you bleſſed meanes of each others converſion, that 
you way blefle him, that ever you met , who ſo oft have 
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curſed your owne eycs,for ſeeing each other. Let the fruite 
bee as Ged will: ſure I amthe crofle of an uncomfortable 
yoake ſhould perſwade you rather to ſpend all your life in 
prayer thenin Rebellion, For its better(if it muſt be ſo)that 
God delay your deſires, whiles you are praying, then whiles 
you are (inning , and ſtopping the courſe of prayer. 
Thirdly,put onthe Lord Iefus,and he ſhall fo furinſh you, 
that you thallnot need to take any more thought , 


fering , meeknefie, bowels of compaſſion, as the Apeftle 
ſpeaks :; which will not only prevent thoſe evills of an nn- 
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fulfill your baſe luſtes any more. Put him on, 1n his long ſuf- mecknella :. 
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quier,and unſavory ſpirit,through a well apayde heart : but, 
allo will teach you to beare and lie under your Crofle , and 
to bee as God will have youto bee. Fight not againſt God, 
tut put onthe Armour of peace, as a Breltplate, to beare off 
all the darts of diltempers.If the Lord will not be entreated 
one way,ply him another : Remember an heart armed with 
holy Retolution in this kynd is ſhotfree,and able to conquer 
a City. The patient 1n ſpirit, is better then the haſty, and the 
end ofa thing is better then the beginning. Patience carryes 
with ir,halfe a releaſcit is(as it were )»oot in beame. Ifthen, 
thy wife and thine husband cannot be wonne to confent, 
yet, if thou canſt pr thine owne ſpirit, thou fhalt con- 
quer hers. The deit victories are by yeelding in this kind. 
Strange is the nature of a quiet {pirt:; it muſt prevaile at laſt, 
becaule it will wayt , tillit have nonay. Bat eſpecially,it 
hath this power In it,to quench any fiery dart,far better then 
any reſifttance, and wrath. If Cannon ſhot lishtupen the 
Wool-packe, it loſeth his force : but if upon a ſtone wall, 
it batters it to peeces; and a foft anſwer puttes away wrath. 
Bring Icſus :nto this ſhip be will allay all the waves: bring 
this Arke into the campe of debate,and it will make all whiſt 
and quiet : when the Whirlewind arifeth ſuddenly from the 
heart ofan unquiet man or woman , and like to that tem- 
peſt ob 1.aflaults every corner of the houſe to ruine tt;yergif 
this ſpirit of a ſoft voyce encounter it, all wilbe ſotr 2nd 
calme on the ſudden. The cauſe why the houſe of Jobs 
Children fell downe , was, becauleit was ſuch a wynde as 
beſet on every ſyde: Soit will fare with thee: If when one 
wynd is arifen 1n the hout-,the by & by another be up inthe 
other corner to re{ilt t,woe to that houſe. Then is the ſeaſon 
of thy Calme O husband, when thy wives heart is up in heat: 
and then of thy quiet hert($ wife) when thy busband fames 
& ſtorms. But if both be up at ance,be thou(6.man)the wiſer, 
and fay,Its naw out of ſeaſon for meeto meddle. Elfe thou 
wilt throw downe thine houſe,and deftroy thine own peace. 
The ſecond blow makes the fray: therefore while the cloude 
 4$ a mans hand,letle in the entry,give over betymes, ere 1t 
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they follow raine,which isa continuall dropping:and make 
ſicke wether for adoe. 

Fourthly , if the Lord exerciſe thee withthis following -c.,,.., , 
crofſe, be ware leſt thou forſake his way,and through tedious renounce not 
diſcontent, conſult with fleſh and blood,to uſe carnall thifts. Go4 r> uſe 
It isnot thy violence,to go te worke by ſtrong hand,to beare Carmall Nufts, 
downe thy wives ſtreame,by a ſtronger one of thine owne; 
by eyther threats, or much lefſe þlowes, (a baſe remedy,and 
which I wonder ſhould epther come into any wiſe mans 
thoughts and pen to advize , or heart and hand to praftiſe) 
or any other Policie of ſhame and diflwaſive, which God 
hath bleſſed to efte it. If he had , it had ſurely more prevay- 
led, then it hath. No, 1ts the onely victory of heaven and 
grace; whatſoever fleſhly Wiſedome, and raſhnes or device 
of man , hath or may practiſe in this kind , 1 ſpeake not:ex- 
tremities may plead cxcule from the greatneſle , but net the 
realnes of the (in. Nor yet do I deny but that a carnall way 
( forthe prelent ) may helpe againſt the preſent occaſion. 

As I heard lately that a man put to his wits endes, agreed 
with his friends in London, that dwelt neer, it ſeemes , that 
when they heard the Drumume ſound from his houſe', they 
ſhould all make halt to take his wife in ker ſcolding veine, 
and fo ſhame. her. So they might cut off a finger, but who 
ſhall mortifie the ſpirit ? ſurely the Drumme comes ſhort of 
that cure,and a woman will ſcorne toyeeld up her weapons 
at the ſound of fuch a charme.No,alas! As the Popes bleſſing 
makes no Armour of proeofe : ſo neither is any Medicine of 
mans deviſing, ſhrew , or {cold proofe : for a {add eyne they 
may pleaſe by their violence, but at time of ycere,the maladie 
will have his courſe. To this, might adde a contrary ex- 
treame of carnall wit : That husbands thus matched will 
ſecke to flatter and demerit their baſe wives , ſerving their 
owne wills, bee they never fo waſtfull, and proud:fuffering 
them to be all in all, to carry all the ftreame, 3nd to 
throw houſe out at windowes., and all to winne them to 
ſome indifferency , laviſhly ful: j<ting themfelves to their 
uſurping,and domineering foiri': They (forſooth )muſt buy, 
| {I}, lets hise, take al} and pay all, itaving off cher husbands 
7 | | Cc 3 tro. 
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from intermeddling , fave at their owne curteſie, what th 
ſhall weare,ſpend , or carrie in their purſe : Others, will re- 
deeme their peace, by caſting all the tacklings into ſea ; let 
their wives jolly and ruffle it out 1h what maner , meature, 
or Companies they themſelves pleaſe to ſpend at their 
pleature, keeping their husbands at a becke : yea,ſuffer them 
to keepe and harbour Varlets under their noſcs to defile 
their beds and family with filth and baſltardy : and all that 
they may bee rid of unquiteneſle. And when upon thetec 
tcarmes , they have bought repentance too deere, then they 
muſt either dic in ſorrow,or Live with batenes and diſhonour. 
In general | Ike your patience (for ſome yeclding doth well) 
if limited : But, your cowardly, baſe heart, diſtruſting Gods 
waics and method,cxcept youreleive your felves by finning, 
that I abhorre,and athrme the remedy to be tarre worſe then 
the diſeaſe. 

Fifthly , I warne all couples, that they runne not beyond 
the bounds (et them by providence, to intermeddle with the 
affaires concerning eachother. Its the folly and boldnefle 


ug of k's of many women, to be ſo curiouſly prying and pragimaticall, 
place. 


about their husbands matters, ( which concerne them not 


- to buſie themſelves about, but to reit upon their fidelity, ex- 


cept they tee jult exception ) to beſo inquiſitive into their 
ations, companics, and occaſions, ſo jealous of them 
( wuſtly ) that, although I allow not of the cffet, yet1 
{ay, its a jult provocation to the ſpirit ofa wiſe and inno» 
cent man, to differ from his wife. And againe , many fop- 
piſh husbands doe ſo intermeddle in the Element,and about 
the peculiar emplozments of the women, taking upon them 
the menaging of their Cookeries , their dayries and houſe- 
witery , as it they mult have an oare in each boate. What 
wiſe woman would not break into a mixt pallion of fulſome 
indignation and contempt ? What husband would not bee 
carried toex:treame diſcontent ? God hath appointed their 
{tation tothem both, the one, without, the other within : 
leſt by idlenefie and floth, they wanting their ſeverall 
workes, they ſhould waxe unſavory,and lie open to forraine 
vice ; But this 1s to turne the ordinance toply turvic, and in 


{ſtead 


w—_— _ 


Q_ AY - © 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. * 199 


ſtead of not doingy, tooverdoe , and cauſe diſcord at home; 
Therefore keepe your ſtation : provoke not each other, 
which gives occaſion ( of:times ) of that mutuall curioſity. 
Mutuall conſent will not conſiſt with mutuall {atagency in 
this kind. To this, I might adde another cavear, againft the 
darkenefle and cloſenefle of carriage of couples, each to 0+ 
ther , which doth breed this evill ſpoken of. For, though 
each party is to be truſted in his or her owne ſphere, to at 
and deale : yet neither mult forget other, to beare an equall 
ſhare in the commoa welfare ; and therefore, to conceale 
themiclves and walke aloofe as in the clouds, one from the 
knowledge of the other ; as never to impart their mutuall 
affiires, never to communicate together, or conſult each 
with ocher, what is it, but a deſpiſing of that equipage, and 
equality which marriage claimes ? what 1s it , -ſave proyo- 
king of each other, to turne a mutuall ſpirit, into a private 
QQ2Ce ? To turne equanimity of love ( that thinkes noevill, 
but conftrues all in the better ſenſe ) into jealous ſuſpicion? 
what imports it, ſave that their waies are unthrifty and un- 
happy, ſo that they are loth to diſcover-them, till all be too 
late? And then at laſt, endlefle-broyles grow upon ſuch af- 
feted ſecrecy, andaneceſſity of violent ſparing , lelt all 
ſhould periſh : both extremities, - to be ſhunned by all wiſe 
couples. 

Sixtly,as the Proverbe ſaith, take not counſell in the com- Caveat 6. 
bat : for then,there is no ſeaſon for counſell,then the ſpirit is << prepored 
in the power of paſſion, and temptation preſent, as a bowle Agee 
running downe the hill, is in the power ofthe deſcent. *' __ 
Take cuunſell therefore tetore, and uſe thy kill inpreven- 
ting that which is hardly endured. Ovſerve thy husbands 
frame oh wife,and thy wives oh husband:Study each oclters 
natures, and qpunt it thy wiſdome and vantage,by that thou 
ſhalt caſily guefle both what may provoke & alſo prevent it; 
and, what may both content and {9 procure it : But they 
who let all goe at ſix and (even, ſuffer the upper milſtone to 
runne upon the nether, they may bee ſure the divell- will 
ſee there ſhall want no corne, and thegthere will be grin- 
ding. Studious ſhunning of occaſions , with wiſdome and 

pious 
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pious caution, hath intime,wronght many an unquiet heart 
to ſome calmeneſle ; except there be fo curſed and churliſh 
2 nature, as delights in diſtemper,cven to chuſe, and would 
rather dic fighting with it owne ſhadow then be at peace, 
I foy,when a Nabal ſees an Abigail,watch her opportunity, 
loath to provoke him in his madnefle, willingto hold off 
whatſoever might diſquict, and further, what might pleaſe 
and ſatisfie : how can he, but at laſt breake his heart in her 
boſome;, and fay , come my deare wife : thou art more 
righteous then I : for I have ſought thy griefe,but thou haſt 
overcome me With thy wildome and meeknes ; thou haſt 
heaped hot coales upon the head of a froward husband, and 
made me aſhamed to behold the ugly hieu of my paſlion, 
in the glaſſe of thy meekneſle and diſcretion. And this for 
Admonition. 
The laft uſe briefely ſhall be Exhertation. Strive, all ye 
husbands and wives, who ſeeke to live in godlineſle and 


to uſe cordial] honour, to eſtabliſh mutuall amity in your ſpirits, and con- 


Conſert, 


ſent in your converſation. Alas ! husbands and wives ſhould 
be as two ſweet friends, bred under one conſtellation, tem- 
pered by an influence from heaven, Whereof neither can 
give any great reaſon, ſave that mercy and providence firft 
made them ſo, and then made their match; Saying,ſee, God 
hath determined us, out of this vaſt world, each for other ; 
perhaps many may deſerve as well, but yet ro me, and for 
my turne, thou excelleſt them all, and God hath made me to 
thinke ſo ( not for formality ſake to fay ) but becauſe it is 
ſo. When I confider, that, we are not met enely , but met 
as we ſhould doe, not as many miſmatcht ones are, meeter 
for ſome other man and woman, then cach for other; ſo that 
we can fay as he 1n his Motto, what we are, we would be , 
and would be no otherthen we are ; the onaly meet ones, 
for one another; oh then ! how it raiſes up my ſpirit to ad- 
mire and magnitic Gods diſpenſation ! Oh, if it were thus , 
how ſweet were it to ſee married ones to live together ! As 
the Arke carried by the power of God, above the higheſt 
mountaine in the world , fifreene Cubits , ſo ſhould mercy 


Carry them above Al contentions and garbolles, that they 
' ſhould 
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ſhould know ne ſuch. As they ſay the tops of ſome hi gh hils 
are above the middle regiof, and fo above all thoſe vapors 
offroſt and ſnow, and wyndes which inferior groundes are 
infeſted withall:\o,ſo ſhould theſe bee above far worſe: and 
behold others beneath , moleſted with ſuch things , even 
with wondring attheir happy eſcape.” And as all the hills 
and dales , which make the parts of that earth where they 
are, unequall:but cannot hinder the ronndnefle of it, becaute 
the circular figure of the whole, ſwallowes up all particular 
unecevennefſles, into it felfe : ſo ſhould thoſe paſſages of une- 
quality betweene couples, here and there paſſionate heates 
and diflentings each from other , be drowned in this Con- 
{ſent,{o that they ſhould vanith as cloudes withont rayne and 
ſtormezthough not without ſome darknefſe and towring.” 
And,if onght did befall otherwite then meetly , how 
ſhould each outftrip the other afterward, in kamiliation and 
Repentance ! Ohbaſe wretch (ſhouldſt thou fay )' ſhould I 
bee weary of welfare ! Should Iretutrne to nouriſh fecret 
poyſon in mine heart , to hazard my precious peace ? and 
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as! 


What is to be 
done by both 
after a cif- 


thould I venter all upon a caſt , to try whether mine bee ference, even 
mine owne, or not? Shall one dead fly defile awhole box of to repent »nd 


recious oyntment? No farre bee it 
Fieneſlc and ſweetnes, by which I have cheritht the heart of 
God and man,of wite,of husband,(like that bramble exalting 
it ſelfe above the trees) to beare up my ſelfe above, again 
cach other,by cenfulion and diſcord ? No: Farre bee it from 
us,to ſuffer the noyſe of Hammers , Sawes, or axes to bee 
heardin our Temples hereafter! wee were {quared in Gods 
mount by his workmanſhip , not needirig now any ſuch 
edgetooles- ! Rather let us be like im , who was typified 
hereby, whole voyce wasnot lifted up,nor heard in tbe{trets, 
whonever trodupon a bug or worme to kill it, brake not the 
braiſed retd, hor quenckt the ſmoking flaxe. As he the head 
of his Church , 'is to his Church, ſo will I bee to my ſpouſe 
andbetovedamiable and conſeriting. Enough to marriage 
is the neceſſary unavoydable greefe of tt, ſuch as muſt be tn 
it.by Gods allpwanct, for triall : I will not ſeeke to afde 
adedieficto necettary '/ but pull awiy; as much as I can: and 
124 Dd when 


om mee to forſfake my Þ* bunibl d. 
ludg.9.9.13s 


1.king,6.7, 


Eſay.42. 3-4. 
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Philip.4.7, 
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when the needleſſe is take off then ſhall the neceflary be the 
better born. Offences muſt comegoccaſins wil arife:Pharag's 
owne privy chamber cannot be free fro frogs,afwell as other, 
common mens: & the ſweeteſt May-moneth may have froſty 
mornings, and cold everungs, yca there wilelad dayes and 
ſorro wfull aff:onts at one time or other ; able to affront the 
moſt peaccable > But the peace of Ged aud marriage, which 
paſſe underftanding , the peace of Conſcience and family, 
running in a treame together , will keep the heartes of the 
good ,ſo firme , and ſtable ,. that they willloſe their willes 
and humors ten tymes rather then this jewel: And if, when 
all isdone, there muſt ſome dreg of old Adaw cleave ill, 
it ſhall not bee for hurt,all (hall turne for belt co the peacea- 
ble , to ſcarch all which is intheir hearts, to keepe.thems 
humble, to ex ercife ſelfedeniall , and to teach them, that 
the beſt marriages uponcarth mult have their eyeſores, leſt 
we ſhould fay its good beeing bere,, for the brit apd pureſt 

peace wilbecin heaven, where there ſhalbce no ſuch relati- 
ens as theſe, but all fulfilled in our eternall con juntian with 

our head the Lord Iefus. Alſo it mult teach them, even when 

the weather is molt contrary, yet to-imitate the 8kill of the 

Marryner who will not ftrive againſt the wyndes,but rather 

= agg fetch a compaſic,to-gaine ground and turther his 
travaile. 

And fol finiſh this laſt of theſe mntuall duties of the mar- 
ryed, which is conſent. Enfue peace with all , eſpecially 
with your ſelves: Ground it in that peace with God,to par- 
don and accept you : and this will be as the raſh. growing, 
in tte mire,a peace alway maynteind by a better,never fay- 
ling. Walke according to this rule , and the peace of God 
ſhalbewith you. Try ns carnall conclufions,t not God, 
be not weary of welfare. Theugh it ſhould turn fromyou,yer 
follow,& take it by the lp of the garmer; hold it faſt; its the 
free-fimple of good: couples: Let it rule & overrulegco forgoe 
_ thing rather then ic. They who angle with golden hooks, 

necd looke to.it , leſt if they loſe their haoke, alt 
their catchequall not their lofſe, And ſodeing, conſent hail | 
make your marriage hpperable ils bring you ts enjoy thac 
peace 
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peace and bleſſed conſent of Saints in glory , which ſhalbee 
a perfc ſweet without any bitter,a life without end. And fo 
much alſo for this Chapter : and for theſe 4. Duties mntually 
concerning Mariage, tor the preſerving of the integrity and 
comfort therof. 


————__———  —  @——  — 


Cualk MX 


Retwrue to the Per ſonall of fices of each p wth. 4nd 
firſt the bu- band. His firſt duty handled, 
| Tobee a man of underſtand 'ng. 


H Aving tandled the joint duties of both, we come to (,1...nwe of 


lay down the ſeverall duties of cither party in marri- 4c points, 


age : And what great difficulty will there bee in this latter, 
When the former 1s once ſctled. As in a fagot, eachſticke is 
kept ſtreight and whole , while the band holdes : ſo,let the 
married parties once be united in the former duties which 
Rande in equality : it wilbe no dithculty to mainteine theſe 
Which are peculiar. When as once the retreat ofthe armic 
of ſouldiers is made ſure ; ech ſouldier fights merrily in his 
ranke. Sa heere the maine worke being difpatcht,& mntnall 
ſecurity being given & taken cach from other,of religion to 
God,oflove to each others perſon, of Chaſtity to Bodies, of 
Conſent in the life and whole courſe , what hardnes can 
there bee inthe reſidue , for particular offices of eachother? 
The nave of the whecle being ftrong,theftaves well faſtned: 
how eaſily will the wheele and orbe of it run, and what 
a ſweere current will there bee in the ſame ? Touching the 


articulars then firſt of the man, then ofthe womaa ( for Firſt Peculiae 
h muſt manage this cominon ſtocke of honor by their 9uty of the 


perſonal induſtry. )The mans firſt dutye,is,to walke as a man 
of underſtanding with and before his wife: thatis, foto 
abeare himſclfe, that he may ſweetly ftrike into his wyves 
ſpirit 2 due reverentiall love and eſteeme of his perſon and 
Headfaip,for the vertucs of __ ne : ſuch as may gr + 

2 cr 


husband «wo be 
a man of ua 


deritagdiag. 
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her to bee a meete guide of herlife,by his gravity,ſtayedneſſe 
and Prudence of carriage. That her heart may tell herin 
ſecret, myne husband is indeed a man of underſtanding... An 
kus:and,who would ſave the ſtake of his owne honor,ſhould 
ſet downe that for his Maxime,let not thy wife deſpiſe thee: 
for if once the womans heart deſpiſe her kusband,the whole 
frame of marriage 15 looſed, This is Peters counſell to 
husbands: Likewile ye kusbands dwell with them, according 
to knowledge, or underſtanding : he ſeemes to contratt all 
the worke into this comprehenſive rule, -in a generall ſenſe; 
as if any branch might fitly be deryved from it ; But here 1 
take it forthe firſt {peciall gift of the lusband , as an head. 
He that hath a good head-peece, is a man of good under- 
ſtanding and judgment : ( thats tie peculiar vertne of the 
head) for as its the highelt of the members ,  g;jsto leade 
and guide the inferior powers of the ſoule & the members: 
In the heade is the eye, which outwardly leadeth the latter, 
as the brajine.and wilzdoine 18 within , the which guides the 
former. Inthat ſemblance is this gift of rnderſtanding,the 
molt peculiar to the head, the husband : the wife muſt fol» 
low, as the will aad aft-ftions, and memwvers do follow the 


judgment. There need be no more prootes of the pointrcas* 


lon convinceth it ſuthciently. | 

The greater queſtion is , wherin this Duty of underſtan- 
ding,confiſts, For the antewer wherof, I thinke (as he once 
being to reach the art of Memory firſt would teach the art 
of torgetfulneſl;)it were beſt-to ſhew.what it is to walke as 
aman of no under{tandipg,and then the poſitive. Firſt then 
to walke underliancangly, is not to walke aloft in the pride 
and vaine Conceit of thy {clte,faying,to the wife, as he wal- 
king in his pallace , ' Am not I great Nebachadnezzar-? So, 


Not 11.an high Doſt thon not know(wite);hat I am the heal, & ſet above; 


(urir. 


made torulc? That thon art made of wy rib , and for my uſe, 
and notI for thyne but for mine owne ends? yes,l will have 
you to know it too, that I am a man by wy ſelf,and am able 
to menage a woman better then ſhee. Nay , firſt learne to 
underſtand thy ſelfe , cre thou proovea man of underſtan«- 
ding to thy wife. A man of underſtandingiis (as Salome 

; ſpeaks) 


_ 
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tpeaks)of a coole fpirir,not a praud,inſulting and dominee- Pro. 19 x 7, 
ring {pit : he'that 1s ſuch an one, had necd of fach a woman 

as to his coſt , may teach him to underſtand himſelfe hetter. 

Firſt learne torule thy ſelfe, if rhy-will be too ſtrong for thy 

wit,& thou art hurried by thy luſt,againlt thy knowledge: As Tin. 1.3.5. 
theArzoltle fayth of another,he thateanot rule his own family 

is much lefle able to rule the Church of God: ſo,he who hath 

not underſtanding enoughto role lIumfelt,ts very unhit to rhe 

a woman. That husvanJd, who (tandes upon it, that he will 

Lord it and bee all in all,beare ſway over his wite, as his un- 

derling , and who [hall controll- him?may perhaps ( when 

Miſtris Experience hath well awed and tawed him, repent 

of his lord:ng it, and with, his underitanding had lyen ano- 

ther way. Adde to theſe, ſuchas wilbec ruled oy no other 2 

mans foun{cll, five their owne , and yet have little of their Net in 2 rah 
owne neither(a trae marke of a Foole)but raſhly ruſh upon {«!'willedrefle 
their dealing, and affayres, ſaying, What I doe, I willdo, "9-19-22. 
what I have written(as he fayd)lhave written: my will ſhall 

ſtand for my Law ; proove it for better, or for worſe , I am 

reſolved to doe as I liſt and what isa mans libertie , but li- 

cence, tolive,to {peake, & go to worke as him liſts without 
controll,as they,PfaL 12, Is it not lawfull to doe with:mine:;P-1.12. 4. 
owne,as I liſt? If I giveall I have away , who ſhall gainfa 

mee? | | 

So againe, this isno underſtanding , for an head toget _ 3 
ſome ſhreds of religion by the end , or te be able perhapsto 1 © *90w but 
ipeake of a Serman,or to pray,or reade a Chapter(whichyet " tpratile, 
many ſuch do not )or keepe fome ſhew of a Sabbath;z Butzto 

negleR allthe praticeof his knowledge in his life,to expoſe 

himſelf toall lootenes of cirriage,baſenes of example,living 

within doores curriſhly,ſpitefully, without doores ſhiftinglic, 
cunningly,deceitfuly & offcfively:Moreover neither is this to — 4 

be ami of underſtandingzto ſeem ta give way to good coun- N2*to give 
{ell,to hearken and nod to good adviieto give faire wordes; ther =_ 
you ſay wel indeed good fir,& ſpeaketo very good purpole, ag jellowiog 
to hew no verball reſiſtance; For of this ſort there are many, .c. 

whoyet have-no power «t all, to amend: but having pray- 


ſed the man , 'yet tixnethcix backes, and doe as they did be- 
Dd 3 fore, 
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Second branch 


fore,not ſtirring an inch. "They moove upon their cehter,as 
the windmill round about , but ftirre not one hayre froty it: 
Oh (fayth one,) a very facile man, and cafie to be handled } 
True , but harde to be __ ; he hatha tricke for- you, 
worth ten of a rebellious refuſall: for he will fay as you ſay, 
but doe as he liſtes. To end, nzither is it any marke of an un- 
derſtanding manyto be able to give counſell to others,cither 
in Gods matters, or the world, or,to make others to ſay,Ob! 
this man is of great parts,and deepe underſtanding,ſce what 
wiſedome and experience he hath gotten ! wheras all this 
while t his wiſe man, whole head 18 aloft in his counſell to 0- 
thers,falles into the ditch for lacke of taking counſel hinelf. 
He cannot guide his owne way , nor order his owne con- 
verſation aright.In generalls he is very free and full, becauſe 
he is carried onely to the obz<& of truth and judgmerf, till 
you come to particulars, and then, occaſions of his owne pro- 
tics, will, pleaſure or cafe and ends doe fo hamper & enfſnarle 
his ſpirit , that this man with his great underſtanding be- 
comes a very foole,for lacke of a ſpeciall wiſe keart to apply 
knowledge to his owne occaſions : as Sempſon was able to 
judge //rae/, but ns luſts and paſſions cait him out of the 


rule of himſelfe. Thefe then, and the like argae no man of 


underſtanding. 


Secondly therfore,he is a true husband , and a man of un- 


whatis co bee derſtanding, who firlt hath denicd his owne wiſcdome, and 


a mn of un- 
derftanding. 
1 King, 3.7-9- 


IT. 


"To renrunce 
our wane un- 


derſtanding, 


Pro.30.2, 


i$sabaſed before God in the privity of his owne wants, and 
inability to manage this great affaire of Marriage, or to walk 
before his wife,as a man of underſtanding. To fay of this,as 
Salomon did of his Government, who am I Lord, that I ſhould 
walke before this great people? Tolay as holy Agur did, 
Doubtleſſe I am a © le , ani the und EE a man i$ 
not in mee: 9.4.I have not halfe the wiſedome that a man of 
my condition had need of. 1 ſay its one ſtep to an husbands 
nnderſtanding,to be cenvinecd of the defeRt and diſpropor- 
tion of his abilitics,to guide the way of marriage. To thinke 
of it neyther ſo. highly as if it were above his poſſibility to 
atteyne,nor ſo low, a8 if he' had enoagh and to ſpare for it. 
David being nominated to be Saws ſon in lawgdid not vaunt 
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himſelf in his abilitics (as, Ab/aov after did but } fayd thus, 
Thinke you it ſo eaſic a thing toſtand ia this rdation ? And 
Abigail a woman affirmed by a judicious may;to bee of great 
couuſell and underſtanding, yet thought not her lelfe fo; but 
beciag ſent forgto-be Davids wyfe , anſwered, Alas! Iam 
more ht tobe an handmayde to walh: the feete of the ſer- 
yants of my Lord } 1 fay this boly huable dittidence in our 
felves,is a furer marke of an underſtanding man , then the 
former. Eſpecially when the ſenſe of a mans nakednefle, 
carries hind toGod,to prays as he did)oh Lord,I beſeech thee, 
Five to:thy ſervant an underſtanding heart! This pleaſed the 
Lord well; that he askell this onely, not other matters for his 
owne ends,long lifeg1ches, honor: fo, if thou ſue to God for 
fach an head peece of wiledome,as might guid? thy mariage 
courſe aright more then for welfare and jollity inthe world, 
its + ſigh that the cheek ching is mare prized , then the info» 
rior.” So {ccondly to-be a man of underſtanding , iszto bee a 2. 
ſubje&to God himfelfe, ere thou undertake maltry over 0 T9 be 6:6 
thers : To fay with.that centurion, I my ſelfe am under Au- Subject ro 
oh 6 I comie to the, bar my {clte, and give accompt of my G91, ard ſors 
h 


i” , x cy: othets 
; 1am fellow lcrvant with my wite , and 1 have a Much.$.g, 


t,Sam. 19. 18. 


1,S1m,25 41, 


Maſter 1h heaven my fſelfe : ' it behooves mee to ule my 
headſhip ſparingly, not to Lord itleft I be (corned my ſelte, 
for taking upon mee 1n that office which hath more ervice 
then worlkip tycd to it ; my Rule over my wife is not unve- 
rious , but royall and Prigcely, notover an underling ,, but 
copartner with an equall:ſothat,it with allmy underſtanding 
I can bowe my wiyes who a milde per{waſion , noe by 
auſterity,I have quitted my ſclfe well. 

Thirdly to be of underſtanding , is tobe more ſenſible of Y 
the burden and worke of Marriage, then the honor of it. I Ty,hva, 
lay, to, apprehend what colt and care belongs to my wives. Ts bc more 
foule, how to mould it.unts truc lowlyneſle & meckneſſt for ſenible of a: 
God;.(which is of great price with bum) to inſtillthe prin» burden then 
ciples of Chriſt and ſelfdeniallints her, (@r tonouriſh.them vf an kuaers. 
if alread inſtilled), to cauſe her to ſee into- that {cope and: 
wew of? Religion, which, is the change «nd ſa>duing of her 
mil 'V06 OAARS Werke Þ hvieapdario is fullcene 
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for it? were it but to menage ker outward man and carriage 
towards my ſelfe;, towards her children , in her family, and 
before others,in point of ſubjeAion love,and wiſedome,oh 
it exceedes my underſtandinglit-exerciſes mee with more 
thought then all her portion'contentsmec! Oh! I muſt carry 

her troGod , and commit her to him, tobe trained to this 
great buſines ! Laftlyto bee a man of underſtanding,is yet a 


Tobequalied point of further extent ; Forſuch an one, is of an excellent 


with a Spirito b : 7 . - p 
all ſort4,as 6c-, with a ſpirit for marriage,a ſpirit of cheerfulnes, diſcernin 
cafion requires diligencc,dexterity todeviſe and diſpatch alſo; humblencilc 


Prrticul irs of 
this generall, 


two, 


I 
Tc app: ars 4n 
matters uf 


Gecd, 


f ſpirit throughout, a man framed by God within & without 


aÞ carc. 


Li 
, 


e, 
courage, and patientenduring. By thete , fuctian ons fir 
orders bis owne perſonall way of —_—_ : conſcience be-. 
fore God,converlation in tongue, dealings,and example be- 
fore men:Then nextly he walkes before his wife,, as a wiſc 
man ought » And, he attempts not to rule others before he 
have got the upperhand of hirafelfe ; But, having begun (as 
Phyſitians doe ſometime ) to try concluſions upon himſelfe, 
then he preſcribes toothers, Tay thar theſe' and the like 
Graces,concurre,to qualifie a man of underſtanding in-point 
of Marriage;as(God willing)in the ſequele,ſhall, more fully 

or which purpoſe), let this further be enquired jnte , ia 
what mayne things conliſts this vertue of an husband, wal- 
king as a man of underſtanding toward his wife? I anſwer. 
In theſe twoyfirſt in matters of God), then inſach aSconcern 
the married relation, Both theſe will procure and maynteine 
the honor of marriage on the husbands patt : and, the con- 
trary,will proove diſhonorable. For the fortner , I will here 
touch it only 1o farre as the purpoſe of the point requires: 
And firlt, i:s requiſite for the husband to handſell his under- 


anding wittethe matters of God. "Yhat tis *coute ith 


. crownegfirft, t6 ſdtke the Kingdome of *God,and that for 6 
' ſelfe; and from the ſavor therof: 


» aS one Well grovinded inthe 
Scriptures, to be ableto exprefſe his knowltdge to his wife 
fill ſhe conceive- the like { And, having ſo'46n; thar he ſet 
bimiſelfe to walke accordingly coi is'W; pn eh 
ccnerall,to jnſtruft, admomli;cothtert{refolve ,{ippert hier, 
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and in {peciallin all private or family duties,to be her mouth 
to God, and to preſent to him the wants and petitions of all 
that depend apo him. Both indeed ought to know, they have 
{everall ſoules to fave, andi\not to wrap up themſelves in 
ene anothers grace : Borh ought to de a fpirituall body of 
Chrift,annoynted which his prophecy and Prteſthood:yet,as 
the man isthe Image of God in ſpeciall , and her head, fo 
ought the Conſecration of God to reſt uponhhim , in more 
abundance then upon her : that ſhee and all the reſt may be 
repleniſhed therewith. So that he (for his part) mult be as 
her Pricſt, and his lips muſt preſerve knowledge for her: To 
give ſome two or three inftances of this point. Firſt for the ranances 
diſcharge of family duties (wherot I have ſpoken before) he whe:e a. 
muſt purchaſe for himſclte an horne of oile,not onely (as one 
faith ) for his veſlell to be ſavory, but for his lampe to ſhine. 
My meaning is notto force ſuch knowledge upon him as is 
mniſterial,exa& for degree(God requires no ſervicebeyond 
the ability and Talent reccived,be it one or three)Its not re- 
quired that he be an interpreter af theScriptures; hat he ga- 
ther punRuallduftrines, to cleer dounts & ovjections, or to 
make diſtin&ions & applications beyond his calling:& ob« 
je: This were but to make the Family dutics a {tall to vend 
himſelf upo, & to pride himſclfe in tits parts & envowments 
(as many have done lo long,) while at laſt thinking themſel. 
t00 fledge for their owne net, they have boldly leapt out of 
their ſhops & Trades, into the pulpit,thinking themſcives as 
meet to preach as the moſt able Minifters;no,in ao ſort : (I 
krow there is d f.rence in men for their $kill and underRan- 
ding in matters ofGod, and for ſobriety and humblenes ot 
(pirit, whom I much honor,and defire not to trench upon,or 
; > huts any Governors inthis kynd, eſpecially in ſuch a 
profane world that runs a contrary ſtreaine:)B uc impartial- 
ly I defireto utter the truth by fo juſt an occaſion: and this [ 
{ay,Its enough for a private perlon,to inliſt upon tuch points 
of dofrine, and eſpecially of Catechiime, as ke hath by his 
carcfull attention, heard inthe ordinary courſe ef the pub- 
blique Miniſte-ic handled ; to cull out fuch, and to ime 
patt them to tus wite and family, in a tanuliar manner, 

tc upon 


210 


 Mairimoniall Howaur : Or, 


Cart 8 3. 


"The back- 
wardnifle of 
moſt husbands 
wahis kynd, 


upon confeſſed groundes, and upan. ealie texts : whoſe ſenſe 
and ſcope is plaine and undoubted; therupon,faſtening ſuch 
exhortatian , admonition and watchwords as beſt befit him 
to utter who ſhould be beſt acquainted with the ſtate of ſuck 
a5 are under his roofe: rebuking ſin, preſſing duty;but ather- 
wile as for texts of darker nature,abſtayning fromthem,and 
leaving them to a publique git of interpreting : Which is 
abler to rectihe judgment,an 

con{cience. 

Secondly, he is to apply himſclfe to his wife , as a manof 
yaderſtanding , inthe private way of her ſoule, helping her 
vut of her feares, anſwering her doubts and queſtions accor- 
ding to the light he bath received abroad , to reconcile their 
timorous and ferupulous ſpirits to God, by the promiſe , ſa 
oft as they ftagger, & to enlarge them with thoſe comforts, 
to acquaine them with ſuch dire&tions for their walking 
with God, as themſclves have had experience of intheir 
afflicted cenditions,to fellew-feele them,to be affiited with 
them,tn conferr with them abont their growthes or decayes, 
their lips and recoveries , and {o about the fruite of their 
both publique and private worſhip and ſervice of God: to 
fatithe them in any ſuch ditiicultyes and dangers as they 
mect with,and fo to helpe them a{well 1a the extraordinary 
duties of humiliation and Thanks , as oCcalion requires : of 
which 1 ſayde enough in the joint werlhip of God before. 
And fo thirdly (to conclude this point ) he js alſo to bee a 
man of ability,to enconrage,hearten and quicken his wife in 
reſpeRX of any outward burdens ſhe undergoes, te condole 
with her in them,tounderlay her (as the beloved 19 the Can- 
ticles)doth his ſpoule,that ſa two may beare that which one 
cannot,and the toile may be the more cheertuly undergone, 
when ſhe ſees,that her heade ſteps in to his uttermoſt to bear 
the brunt,and diſcharge her from the diat of trouble } Alas! 
how farreare moſt husbands from this courſe ? where are 
they whoſe underſtanding, humblencs and love feekes the 

d of their wives herin? how feldome do they apply them- 
elvesto fuch publique ordinances onthe Sabbath. or weeke 


day to. enable them 1nkgowledge? or fecke the helpe _ 
| niſter 


anſwere doubts,and ſettle the : 
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niſter er other to guide them? Or put caſe ſome heare or note 
Sermons ( which now is growne each mans caſc,and not 
amiſle except they finde that the gaine of writing, marre the 
' power ofthe truth jn their affeions ) yet they ſhutup all 

preſently in their Note-tookes, without meditation or ay- 
ming at the purchaſe of a lively ſtocke , of underſtanding; 
nor thriving upon their hearings, by proofe and experience 
of that they know ? Orit they bave knowledge, yet how 
ſurly and conceited do they grow , drawing their wives 
rather to errors, and fancies , and buſying themſclves rather, 
about matters beyond their reach , and oft lefſe conſequence, 
ere they be greunded in the maine. How ſad are many women 
for their want this way , that alas ! when as they asketheir 
husbands at home, they are little the better, if not much dif- 
couraged! Their husband eyther deſpiling the light of know- 
ledge,and fo walking like blocks andidiots in all matters of 
God: or clſe filling themſelves ſo with other traſh, that 
knowledge runs over,and is ſpilt upon the ground:or if they 
have light, yet reſting in generalities, never comming to the 
experience of the way of God, orlite of faith. And by this, 
they wax barren , & telltheir wyves, they are no Preachers, 
they muſt go to Miniſters, if they will talke of ſuch matters, 
for it paſſes their skill to deale in them ! 

© Now ſecondly touching the Mans underſtanding in the 2. 
matter of the worlde, or marriage affaires: He mult be asthe Vade: & in- 
guide of her youth,going in & out betore her: able to direct ding in mar- 
her way and cewſe with wiſedome ; not only in point of *«5 outward 
obedience to God , but alſo in circumſtances, and matters gm for 
indifferent: for her company,for her ſolitarines,for filence or * 
{peech , ſhewing her what . her perfon and place will admit 
and beare , that ſhe doe not either over or under ſetup , or 
caſt downe hcr failes , but live withinthe boundes of her 
place,for her company, attire, houthold farniture, expences 

of children, what is pure, modeſt, ſober, of good report, what 

not; who are ſafely to be converſed with,and truſted 1nfs 


' bad a world as we live in, who to be {ſhunned:he mult be her 
; eye to ſee by,her hand to worke,her foote to walke with,to 
ditcerne things , and perſons, how they differ: And theſe 
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things ſhee muſt not onely learn by the eare fro his diſceurſc 
but diſcover by marking his praftice & example: Beholding 
in his glaſſe an image of underſtanding, how wiſely he can 
conceal things not to ve uttered, how warily prevert danger 
to life, name,ltate: how he can avoyde the ſnares which are 
layde for him ; how he ſhunneth ill company, remeoves of- 
fences from the bad , keep peace upon good and lafe termes 
with all men , handle buſines of weight both without equi- 
vocating,and reſervation of an ill conſcience; and on the 0+ 
ther fide, without betraying himfelfe, and expoſing himſelfe 
to hazard : and in both how he preſerves innocency, and 
uprightnefſe. Belides theſe,fhe may beheld in him, neither 
on the one fide cowardize in a good caule,nor inthe other, 
folly in the bad handling of it : how cloſe and ſecret he is 
to them that are faithtull friendes to God and himſelfe ; how 
he is ncicher baſcly niggardly, nor yet vainly laviſh:that ht is 
neither lightly credulous, nor yet ſinfully diſtruſtfull : in his 
liberties,neither taking the uttermoſt , nor yet ſcrupling the 
medcrate,and law full: Thus I fay when thee ſecs the image 
of God ſhining in his underitanding and behaviour,ſhe ſhall 
be farre from deſpiſing him,at leaſt juſtly, for grace is hono- 
rable, and makes the face to ſhine, even before ſuch as have 
little good in them;much more ſuch as can obſerve it ; Nay 
more,ſhee ſhall honor him, as her head, ſee cauſe of entirely 
loving him,devoting her ſelfe,firft to God in thanks, tor ſuch 
a bleſfing,and then to him in all loyall aftetion. No woman 
fave a HMicol can find any diſdaine in her heart of ſuch an 
husband. And,(which 1s the crowne of all)ſhee ſhallrepre- 
{ent and a@ her husbands vertues, upon the ſtage of her 
ewne praQtice,and converſation.So much for this ſecond. 
If this be thus , how much to blame are many husbands of 
all ſorts, we Miniſters, you people;who in matters ofGed ſuf- 
fer their wives to live at randen. Becauſe they ſee it requires 
ſome labor to menage the ſoules of their wyves, by that 
necre Communion I have ſpoken of, therfore they plucke off 
hand quite from boerde,8 leave them wholly to themſelves 
to fincke or ſwim. The very grounde of the ſluggard doth net 
{o ſpegke againſt kusſloth,by the briars & chiltles wherewith 
its 
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its overgrowne, as the ſonles of theſe mens wyves, by their 
profanenes , and their lives, by their immodeft & rude beha- 
viour.Sogthemſelves can hold bodily welfare, farewell, fleep 
and play , and lye downe in an whole skin ; what care they, 
what becomes of them? How many inclinations are there 1n 
{ome tender plants ( at firſt marriage ) which throughthe 
negle& of husbands, vaniſh. How many ſweet parts and 
graces which lic and rufte,for the want of good improove- 
ment? how many blemiſhes and wants ( which wiſe and 
{caſonable counſcll might redrefle ) are ſuffred to grow re- 
medilefle ? how many husbands might ay of their wives, as 
once a ſhrew fayde of her husband, ſhee could havelived 
tweetly with humgit ſhee would? meaning it was not paſſion, 
bata ſpitcful hcart which hindred it:{ozits not ignor ance,but 
a L aſe & lajie heart which doth this:had they bin worththeir 
cares(God {econding the) they might have improoved them 
{weetly. And how gladly would ſuch wives have blefſed 
God, for their counſell, if they might have bin beholding to 
them for 1:? what honor had they got for their inſtrumentall 
help to convert,fuppert & ſave the? It thou do 1:0t this work, 
how cant thou ſay,thou lovelt her,or thy heart is with her? 
Surely thou ſhalt pay the ſad ſhot of her ſin; Ifnoplace in 
thy houſe , bed, board, cloſct, walke, can witnefle for thee,if 
any common worke iteale away thive heart or leaſure from 
kelping her : If ſherun into riot becauſe thou ſtayd(t ber 
not:how Jult is it,that thy life goe for hers, wherewith God 
betruſted thee? 
- Secondly,how great cauſe is there that ſome bad husbands 
ſhould tremble to conſider that they have bin ſo fir fro gui- 
ding their wy'ves withunderſtanding,that alas! they lack all 
wiſcdome to guide themſelves. So that,if their wives ſhould 
be ſo unhappy ,as to tread 1n their ſteps,they muſt of neceſſity 
fall with the into the ditch of all error & profanneefſe. Alas! 
how full 1s the worldof women, (not the worſt for diſpol- 
tion & hope of good)who yet through ill planting,(becauſe 
they ſce that elſe they muſt live a diſmall life ) not only 
tumble at the threſhold and go not one ſtep ferward, 
but tendegrees backyard : being fain to comply with their 
| Ec 3 hasbands, 
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husbands , and waxe tenfold more the Ekildren of the.devill 
then before ? what is more ealy , then for a weake Cha mz- 
leon , a faint and weake creature, toreſemble the colour of 
each cloth its laide in, when they ſte no feare of God, nor 
reverence of man,care of Sabbaths,conſcience in dealings , 
favor in examples : to fall to the like? eſpecially fynding a 
ſweetnes and welpleaſing to the ficſh , and nothing to 
eainſay it? How baſely dare they ſpeake of ſincerity of the 
miniſtery, how vaine, frothie and faſhionable grow they, 
their husbands reading them the leure, and as db:melec, 
ſaying, what you ſee mee doe , do ye likewiſe. How full is 
each corner of Lamecs deſperate varlets, who a villany, 
wrath,rage,envy, worldlines, pride, and ſcorne before their 
wives to Calt them into the like moulde of wickedneſfle ? 

But , if it fall out, thatthere bee any more wiſedome in 
women matcht which ſuch Nabals to obſerve and judge 
aright; how can they chuſe, but underpriſe them for want of 


jaltly tumble underſtanding ? Is it wonder, that a woman ( except very 


- at the folly of 


humble ſhould extremely vility ſuch an head? Doth the Apo- 
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men ) and for ſhaming their head, or being aſhamed of the 
glory of God , ( which they refemble by the uncovering of 
it ) and ſhall not theſe difhonorers of their headfhip much 
more be condemned, (as in this matter of walking like men 
of underſtanding betore their wives? )yes furely:its no won- 
der that their complaints againſt ſuch ens fn , are ſo fre- 
quent, & that they can nourith fo little honor in their kearts 
toward them, who powre out ſo much contempt upen their 
owne heads ! I do not patronige ſuch women as do fo, but 
yet their diſdeyne 1s in ſome ſort vemnall , againſt them whe 
do ſo violate the Ordinance 4 what a clog 1s it to be matcht 
toa man who in ſtead of ſtayzdnefle and due wiſedome , is 
not fo much as ſenſible , when he ist >1d of his follics? So 
openly ridiculons,that(as oile in the hand)it bewrays it ſelfe 
to all men?So ſhallow-braynd, fickly, eabily led afide by any 
bad counſellor,to any looſe,uncleane waſttall courſes? who 
makes as many promiſes , as he hath fingers on beth handes, 
and that daily, but breakes them before he go to bed ? what 
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wiſe woman can endure it , to ſee him who ſhould under- 
ſtand himſclf, o bee ſo feely,credulous, injudicious,that each 
baſe cheating companion can cofen him of his wealth,rob 
him of kis money, make himdrunke,and picke his pocket? 
Such a foole,as will lend every man he meets with,that wo!d 
borrow , not ſhillings , but poundes , without any band ſave 
a bare word, as good never a whit as never the better , to 
{achas are not worth that they borrew ? what indignation 
would it moove in a woman, tobe compelled to follow her 
wiſe husband tothe Alchouſe, to gaſter him thence from 
drinking and revelling, ſpending of his time, thrift and 
hontlty? making her ſelfſe a By-word, to pull him from the 
pipe and pot, toaveyde worle diſhonor ? Nay and yet to 
availe little alſo, but even toſce her ſelfe ſinking and peri- 
ſhing by peece meale, while ſhe beholdes 1n him the cauſe? 
when he followes himthat leades himto the ſtocks? 

Or what wiſe woman could endure a foole within 
doores , 1o full of pafſien, fo talkative , fo contentious with 
children and fer vants,{o weake in goverment & in his pangs, 
ſo bay.c-fellow well met with his ſervants , fondand apith 
with his maydes,readie to traduce his wife in the hearing of 
z ſtrangers and the family, asif he put no difference betweene 
times,perſons,or occafions?Ifa fooliſh womi by her tongue 
and unſeaſonablenes,be fuch a ſhame,yea rottennes of bones, 
to a wiſe head: what 1s he(who ſhould bee the head,to her ) 
when his carriage is ſo burdenſome? TI have ſcen an evill 
({aith Sa/on:0n ) oppreſſion occupying the place of juſtice. 
As if he had fayde , for a poore man a War a ſticke offthe 
hedge is fin,but,for a judge to oppreſle in the place of jadg- 
ment is notorious: fo, for the hnsband to play the foole 
inſtead of a man of underſtanding , how difo:dered ? How 
ſhall the wife ſuftaine her repute or eſteeme inthe family, 
when hethat ſhould honour her , by his reproaches, with- 
drawes both her owne children, ſervants &negihbors, from 
their allegiance and duty? 

What a vexation 1s it likewiſe, for a woman to be matcht 
to an husband, who is ſo idle, and fo unfit,to fer himſelfe on 
werke about the ſervice of his place,fo readie to fleece from 
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Inflagce, 


2 
Inſtance, 


— — 
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her all that ſhee hath,ſo helpeleſſe in his place, ſo giddy, and 
gadding up and downe fro.n place to place,after his copel- 
mates, pleaſures and vanities, that its harde to ſay , whether 
ſkee were better want his company to rule his ſervants , or 
have his roome,to avoyde noylomencflc? 

Or againe , how Can a ſober nature endure an husband, 
Inſtauce, whois never in his Element , fave when he isin his jiggs 
and jeſts,unſavory ſcoffes and itcornes , at every one, wife 
not excepted, that comes in his way ? And in his humorous 
extremitics ſo contrary,that either he cannot be pulld out of 
his Melancholy and mopiſhnes, being diſcontent ; or being 
humored,canno: be driven out of his froth and lightnes; Like 
thoſe hdlers whom the Poet defcribes,who either cannot be 
gotten for any necd to play, or, it they fallts it, can never 


adone ! 
F. Who can digeſt ſuch an inconſtant and uncerteyne humor, 
Inftance, asperhaps, for a weeke,or ten daics in an houte, will put on 


the habit of the moſt diligent and provident husband , to 

follow his buſinefle: But on the ſuddeine (as one that forgets 

himſclfe ) ruſhes againe into his veyne of geod fellowſhip, 

ſoaking himſc]fe in his Pots , asif he would take revenge 

of himtielfe for bis former abſtinence, and make caven with 

himſclfe by ſpending twice ſo much by day after day, as he 

faved by his diligence? what is ſo yrkſome to a woman , in 
company,where ſhe becomes,as to ſee her husband, (whoſe 

honor ſhould bee her Crowne ) to be the jeſt andlaughing 

ſtock of fooles,an obiet of May-game to each one, who 

will make tumſelfe ſport with his baſenes ? I might be end- 

leſſe; But in a worde , ſhee that is yoked to a fooliſh head, 

what a ſpeRacle is thee of a woman miſcrable by neceſlity? 

V/e.4. I conclude therfore this firſt branch of the husbands duty. 
Conctutio® Let every Wiſe one abhorre this Idea of felly : endeavoring 
= — himſclf to the uttermoſt of his power, (according tothe gift 
band; 1obee Of God )) to walke with his wife, a8 an underſtanding hus- 
men of under- band: beth in matters of God, and the way of cetamon life: 
ſtanding. that ſo he may draw from her (as the wen) due acknow- 
ledgment of him in his place, as ſet over her tor a guide and 
Diretor:In whom, (underGod)ſke may repoſe contidence, 


both 
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applying bothabſent, & preſent, without feare or ſuſpition: 
returing that reverence, which his worth hath deſerved:and 
bearing willingly wich infirmities , becaule her lot is fallen 
intoa good ground. As forthe husband,although his wife 
ſhould not perceive his worth , (for ſome good wives can- 
not-) yet ſ{ceing its his cheefe underſtanding to ſee none of 
his owne vertues,-ut to conceale all, let him chuſe rather to 
bee a man of knowledge, though his wife ſhould not behold 
it,then to be magnifel of a flattering woman ( as ſome are) 
deſerving contempt. 

And now I fhould have paſſed to the next point, had not 
this come in my mind , that the —_— this Charge in- 
cludes cohabitation:for be who mult dwell with his wite,as 
a man of knowled-e; at leaſt muſt then dwell with her: elſe 


the fubjeR is taken away. Where elle (1 pray ) fave inhis c1p/q4on 


houſe ſhould his underſtapding appeare ? Or where ſhould of ihe man 
he ſhine clſe,ſave in his owne ſphere? This is that which the with the wife 
Apoſtle chargeth them , who were yoked with Infidells, nec*llary. 


( themſelves beeing converted ) that they depart not in 
dwelling from the unbelceving party : if he or ſhee would 


rt Cor.9 19, 


Ve 5. 


Humiliation 


depart,ſo it was,but let rot them, if tae other will abide. I, h—_ 


wiſh that the wofull age we live in, urged this my Admoni= fuſe to coha- 
tion:which I have glaunced at by paſſage before;vut here as bire, 


the dutie of this place. Perſons of great ranke and yy , 
thinke themſelves lawlcfic in this kynde ; Even a baſe thing 
they deeme it,to dwell with their wives. Not only not one 
bed,board,roofe, towne,ſhire, but ſcarſe one kingdome can 
(long) holde ſome of them. And ſome are ſo noted for this 
tricke, that it were good at laſt,they would note themſclves. 
Each diſtaſt and diſcontent to their unjuſt, unreaſonable hu- 
mors, is «nough to caule a {cttled , habituall ſeparation be- 
tweene them,and their wives,not for dayes (which in caſes 
is allowable) but for moneths, quarters, yeeres,many _ 
together. Who doubtleflc, it they might have Ie wiſh liderty 


would much gladlyer be divorced And what gaine they by . 


their ſeparation ? Diſhoaor to themſelves, forrow to their 
wives , I might fay ſnares to them both:4iſtemper to family, 


ruine to ther eſtate, wrong to their country ; ll example to 
Ft inferivrs 


— 
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inferiors,ſcandall to the irreligious. Beſides, beth occaſion to 


Reproach of 1 emſelves abroad,clandeſtine ſocieties & leagues with thoſe 


Sepcraters, 


Ruth. 1,16, 


that are luxurious, wanton, defiled women: and lay offences 
and ſnaresin the way of their wives at home ( except they 
make the more conſcience ) to forſake their Covenan: , and 
to expoſe themſelves to like uncleannes. For why ? Their 
husband is gone a far iorney, & you know what followeth. 


Surely thine amends is juſtly in thy handes, who provokeſlt it! 


Husbands ſhould fay to their wives , as Ruth to Nami; As 
the Lorde liveth,nothing ſave death (hall part us. Thy houſe, 
thy Children,thy Church,thyGod,& no other ſhall be mine, 
till death ſeperate. It is not the way for thee , for the ob« 
teyning thy baſe ends of thy wife to depart from her : (pity 
it ſhould ) but ratherto exaſperate her ; Its cohabitation, 
which is bleſſed to {oder breaches in = , not Separation, 
The praiſe of the greater ſort is ſp rife now adaies, that it 
growes common,amonsg the inferior ſort,& will be a ſorein- 
curable. A deſertedLady,orGerrlewoman, is become a com- 


- mon notion. As one ſayd,now the dogs barke at the Maſters 


of family, when they returne, as ifthey were abſolute ſtran- 
gers: forgetting them,as they did their wives. Oh (hame1Let 
Kings that be wile keepe neere their Crowns! and husbands 
that would be happy, neere their wyves : not turning Iew 
and Samaritan,who intermeddle not . Such husbands,as care 
not themſelves to become whooremongers;or to make their 
wives as good as themſelves,letthem depart. Butlet all o» 
thers, dwell together with them as men of underſtanding, 
bringing in honor to their Marriage by this perſonal duty. 
- ——_ for this chapter, and firſt office of the man, be ſpo» 
en, 


Cnxar. XI. 


——— —— 
_— 
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"I" 


Cuayr. XI. 


Proceedes tothe ſecond Perſontl duty of 
the man: Providegce. 


Proceed according to my order, to the ſecond ſeverall "TIF 


dutie of the husband, & that is in one word, Providence. 


or the husband is as the houſe-band, which ( as the car- 
ſtone to the ſides of the benny ) holde inall the parts of 
the bouſc: which would foone diflolve and cracke,if{under 
Cod ) his providence did not ſupport it. Heis the fteward 
both tor his wife , and hunſclfe : eſpecially without dores: 
He is not to pur his wite to it,as one inſutficient himſelfeto 
menage it,bu: (conſidering (hee hath her hands full at home) 
he is to undertake the whole burden abroad : as beeing the 
party, to whom ( by divine diſpenſation ) the credit of the 
well-:mprooving-it, doth belong: and therfore upon whom, 
the ſhame of the contrary muſt lye. God hath put into hum 
a ſpirit of deeper inſight, forecaſt, prudence and prevention, 
then the woman,to this very end. And to fay the truth;The 
Lord hath impoſed this burden upon him in Adew , inſtantly 
up0 his fall,as the penalty for his baſe yeelding up his autho- 
rity to his wife, &cnſlaving his fpiritts hers when yet his fre 
will abode enire. True it is Adaw wasto tilthe garden before 
his fall,cven during bs 1nnocency:but that was a labor moſt 
fweet & contentfull unto him. To the finner doth God give 


teile and ſorrow (ſayth Salomon) and ſo,fince his ſin, labor is Eccleſ. 2.26, 


Waxen a toyle and vexationto him, and 1s, fo that now in 
the ſweat of his brows,he mult get us living. He that ſhakes 
off this yoke, is a double Rebe#, both againlt the firſt charge 
in intiocency , of not diſobeying , and ſecondly ag ainlt the 
penalty of ſfuebjARing himſclfe to travaile. In reſpeR heerof, 


Job laych:Man 1s as naturally borne to laborzas the ſparkes to leb.s.y. 


fly upward : as naturally deputed by God to the one,as ſub- 


je by his owne ſinto the other;as the Ebrew word[ guaval] 
Ff 2 1mports, 


R il! duty of th 
AS he is the husband 1n name,fo muſt he bee in deed: he muſt —whrs yd 


play the good husband-Neither hath he his namo fer noght: videace, 


Vere 


Matrimonial Honour : Or, 


imports, which mcludes fin and toyle in one. The woman 
brings all her ſtate and ſtocke, putting it into his handes, 
reſigning it up to him as her agent, and the more able part 
to improove 1t:if he faile her, he betrayes both his truſt to 
trechery, and her ſtate to embezeling, There be two ſorts 
of Infidells taxed by the Holy Ghoſt: the one in our Saviors 
wordes, Take yee no thought what ye ſhall put on,or cate; 
for your father knowes whatis meet for you. And why? 
M-th 6.25.26 The jnfidells do but ſo: And the other by Parl. He that pro- 
vides not for his family, hath forſaken the faith, and is worſe 
1.Tim.5.9, then an Infidell: Exceſle of providence, a{well as defe& of 
it,both are taxed by the name of heatheniſme. Therfore,ſo 
farre as good conſcience will permit , the man 1s bound to 
| the Law of providence. He muſt overſee the atfaires of his 
Prov.27.23. owne houſchold , as Salomon ſpeakes, he muſt looke to the 
flockes of ſheep,and heards of cattel, laying in R_ for 
the: by this one,urging the whole Bayly v/ick of providence 
requiſite for the ſupport ofthe family. And tHat which the 
1.Cor-7.33- Apoſtle ſpeakes, 15to the ſame purpoſe. , That the husband 
lookes 1n his way , after the things of the world, that he ma 
pleaſe his wife : he ſpeakes not ef it, as of their blemiſh (fo 
they adde no exceſſe and finto the at ) but as a neceſlity 
1mpos'd by Gods Command. 
Reaſon of it Now as touching that point , that the husband in ſeveralf 
Me >" muſt cloſe with this ſpeciall duty of Providence,appeares by 
noma co the honor which hereby he procures to the marryed condi- 
« and vw? ton. And this I ſuppoſe no man will queſtion. For why? 
Wherein ſtands the Princes honor,lave in the wealth of his 
{ubjeats ? And wherin is the honor of a*State ſave in both? 
what peace can ſubliſt, what ware can be ſupported without 
wealth? Even ſo here.The husband is the Prince of the fami- 
ly., if he be baſe and beggerly , what is more ridiculous? 
what is ſo. pittifull to behold , as a poore King , a 
titular Prince. , that hath nothing to ſupport his ſtate, 
{ave a bare right ? becing the whileſt moſt forlorne and for 
{aken? So, how ſhall things belonging to the diet,attire and 
welfare of the family,be provided,if the Treaſure faile? And 
kow oan that chuſc but faile , if Providence the channel of 


this 


——_— 
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this fountayne faile?If the Pilot of the ſhip be idle or a ſleep, 
what (hall become of the ſhip ? -Muſt it not needes run on 
ground,and be ſwallowed up 1n the quick-ſands? And,what 
a diſhonor is it for him who ſhould compt it a more bleſſed 
thing to give,then to receive, who ſhould reach out an almes 
to ſix and ſeven,and do much good? himſelfe and his tamily 
to become burdenſome to others by his penury ? Eſpecially 
whcennot the hande of God,(which can overthrow the belt 
providence)but the unprovidence of the ydle or ill occupied 
husband hath procured it. Again, when the husband honors 
marriage by this Providence, thoſe who fare well by it, ho- 
nor him backe againe with the rendition of his owne. The 
weake woman andthe ſhiftlefle children, ſeeing whata 
prop , aud father of a family the Lord hath ſet over them, 
acknowledge his Care, with honor toGod, and reverencing 
bim,as the inſtrument of their welfare, next under God. He 
relembleth after a ſort , God himſelfe , whom Pax! calls the 
Father upon whomall the families of the earth depend , and 
are called by his name : whoſe honor it is to fill all with his 
bleſſing , to provide for all creatures their due food in ſeaſon, 
as they need ic, with clothing and other things both for 
need and comfort : even fo, the eyes of all the fanyly media- 
tely looke up to the. Maſter therof, looking that by him as 
a {teward,the Lord (hould furniſh them with neceflaries;yea, 
to end this, how honorable 1s ſuch an husband , even i the 
eyes of them, among whom he lives? How is both Church, 
Commonwealth , & Towne beholding to ſach, as are pro- 
vident,for the upholding of peace,the Golpeli,& the poore? 
If all were Carcles Hnsbands what muſt become of all theſe? 
Some I grant ſhall ever be poor, but theſe ſubfiſt in all theſe 
reſpes,by the aide of the Provident , when as ſpendthrifts 
do nothing but pull downe the houſe with their hands. 
The concluſion is, If the perfonall diligence of the husband 
do ſo much honor his marriage , he hath good cauſe to put 
to his beſt care,to be provideat. 

But here is the queſtion , wherein this Providence of his 
confiſts ? For anſwer wherto : 1 conceivethat this point, 
might tempt mee to enter into a Commonplace of Provi- 

f 3 dence 


221 


—C——_—_———r_ en 


Epheſ 3.15. 
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Aueſt 


dence ; But I will waive that inthis place, attending the 


In whit con- Pointe a$ hereit ſtandes, cutting off whatſoever do:h not 


fatts 11? 


Anſw. 
Firſt in the 
through Skill 
in the Trade 
of b's wry, 


Proy.6.6, 


2. 


Shwnning u! » 


peculiarly touch this relation. I fay then , This git ftands in 
fundry points. Firſt and principally,it Randes inlearning per- 
fely the trade of tus way, even while hes yong : If there 
muſt be teachers, Teach a chille &c. then there muſt belear- 
ners : This is che Seminary of Providence in husbands that 
they have learned thar way, 1n youth. There muſt then be a 
foreſight of things to comezin youth;and a willing ſu>jeti- 
on of themſc.lves to ſuch wiſedome and painfulnefle , as may 
enable them, with $skill ſaſhcient in their trade of life ( what 
ſort ſoever it bee of ) to bee provident. The very Piſmire is 
taught by inſtin{ : but 1s not ſo heer, man muſt be rrayned 
with much adoe , and diſcipline , to be provident. Firft b 

wiſedome , he is to ſhun all unlawfull , ſcandalous and bafe 
wayes or Trades of lite; & apply himfelfe tothat way which 


lawfull crades, 15 moſt warrantable,& beſt agreeable to his nature(whether 


He mult get 


wiled GMme 
1h ghr,nc 4 


ingenuous,or mechanicall:) and that by the direQtion of his 
wiſeſt Governors and friends. Mocke trades favoring halfe 
of idlenes, halfe of worke, baſe Trades which import a ſhif- 
ting, indire& and 1ll reported way of Support , and profane 
Godlefſe Trades of life muſt be abhorred. /Suchas to be a 
Serving man for inheritance,to keep an Alchogfe gr bowling 
Alley,to be a ſtageplayer, Dancer or the like. Secondly he 
muſt compaſle for himſelf throughGods blefling,by the lear- 
ning the miſtery of this or that meet Trade,ability & experi- 
ence to himſeclfe,to make him a provident husband. He mult 
have his eyes in his head,to obſerve and marke the ſecret of 
his way,that he may get inſight and experience; he mult not 


+ be ſo wiſe in his owne way , asto ſlight them who ſhould 


teach him the right way , which may maynteyne him after- 


ſcoring them ward : But he muſt ſubje& himſelfe with teachableneſſe to 
that 24 6uc2t their direRion , that an habite of $kill may accrue therby. 
For, not onely through the totall lacke of a trade , but the 
halfe ſtill inttie tradegand incxpertnefle therin , many of all 
ſorts,yrocure to themſclves moſt uncomforatle and if:ing 
courſes in marriage , whether bred to meanes , or wanting 
them. Fe 


To 
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"Te this, adde, curioſity and giddinefſe of braine, in med- 


ling with many trades, and fickle wearinefſe im attending 
upon thine ewne, carrying a buſic heart and eye over the 
trades of others , having many irons in the fire at once, 
ſo that ſome muſt needs be marred : this error muſt be ab- 
horred. And there is none more common : and yet very 
dangerous , ſtcaling away the heart from a ſerled applying 
of the mind to one thing , diſtracting it to many : 33 we ſee 
how many curious braines , prying into things beyond 
their $kill, and trying conclutions , for the latisfying of their 
—_— ſpirit , have layd'all their eſtate and hopes in the 

Thirdly a ſtock muſt follow $kill,to helpe the improoving 


Curicf:y in 


trades mult be 


ibhurred, 


of skill. The beft husband may fit ſtill , if he want where- Tr wal be 
withall. Yet, we mult know a little Rock is a ſtock, as well x ſtocks lefle 


AS 4 great one, all have not the like abilities, but all ſorts muſt rg OO: 
C UPIE, 


be occupied about their ſtocks,more or lefle. They who have 
but one talent, have futable expences, or contentment in 
lefſe : they muſt not bury it, but unploy it, as farre as a little 
will extend,looking at the promiſe ; Though thy beginning 
bee but ſmall, yet thy latter end ſhall bee full of encreaſe. 
Although other trades outftrip them by their ſtockes » yet 
they go not ſo faſt forwarde but providence and bleſſing 
may Rllow , and ſometymes overtake them, if there be faith 
and patience to wayte, and not be d.ſcouraged. Each mans 
ftocke is his owne, or ought to bee; Such as have not 
the patience to bee doing with a little , but maſt haſtn 
beyond rule,ts borrow,and rake a ſtocke together, or to fol- 
low tbejr firſt Credit out of breath,till they loade themſelves 
with more dealings then they can digeſt, are not like to at- 
teyne to mugh, but lay a foundation of Bankerupts. Fora 
competentſtock followed with moderate diligence,though 
it be {are of no great encreaſe,yet (uſually) frees the owner, 
from exccffive lofſes: which are much worſe then flow 
ines. 

Fourthly, $kill and Stocke beeing gotten , ( though ſome 
trades conlſt more in manuall worke then ſtock, and others 
mthe aivity of the mynde, not the body ) there muſt be an 

| applying 
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Application of 
himſelfe to 
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with diligence 
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of the one tothe other ; elſe providence fayles. T he upper 
miltone of skill muſt run upon the ether,of Stock. The hand 
& the ſaw are not enough to cut the log in two, there muſt be 
an hand of life , to moove and d:aw the one upon the ocher; 
and {o,{ome what: comes of it. This Mort-maine of ſloth will 
ſpoile providence, what $kill and ſtock ſo ever there bee be- 
ides: & therfore there mult bee all dexcerity,cheerfulnes,and 
Painfu.nes exerciſed to keep life in a trade. A wiſe,ſeaſona- 
bletaking in of wares , of Commodities, at the beſt hand, 
paying old ſcores, ere new bee made , warily:and a putting 
oftin tcaſon , not overpalling our veit marquet and opportu» 
nity;an accomodating,plyable and acceptable ſpirit to traf- 
fique with others, (a hne gift tobe a Chapman it it go with- 
out baſenes and tlattery, and with truth and ſimplicity. ) 
To beeas ready to put off, or take in, without eyther raſhnes 
in the oneor covetuuſnes in the other; are all meet proper- 
ties for a provident husband. The Apoſtle Rom.13.11. hath 
one {weet rule for this: Not ſlothfull in buſinefle, but tervent 
in ſpirit,{crving the Lord. q. d. So far as Gods worke is not 
hindred by our owne, its a comely fight to ſee a man aQive 
in his employment. The diligent hand(ſaith Sa/omen)maketh 
P:ovy.10,4, Trich:and,in all labor there is abundance,if it be wiſe. He fayd 
not amiſſe that ſayde, I love when I eate my meate to eate 
heartily,and whenI am at work, to follow it cloſely:ſo to do 
each thing as if(for the preſent)I did nothing el{e. Its a com- 
mon ſaying,He that keepes his thop, his ſhop will keep him. 
The ſpeech is uſuall. Its not enough,not to be idle, except a 
's man be well occupied too: early up,& never the neerer,is ts 
{mall purpoſe. A wiſe,judicious head is as good a toole for a 
Trade, as a nimble apprehenſion ; leſt coſt without wit, 

proove waſt.Here then obſerve ſome Rvles. 
Rules for di1i. Firſt begin thy ation and workmanſhip with God : and 
gent iwprove.. the rather if thy ſervice be the worke of Study, of the mind 


| p—_—_— 


ment, eſpecially. Truſt not thine owne wiſdome, but commit thy 
Prov.16 3, wajesto God. That fo, as thou haſt ſhunned a bad trade, ſo 
I thou maiſt abhoreall baſencle in a good one, which eaſily 


S_—_—_—— creepes un, under color. Its in vaine to build , except the 
Od, 


Plal.n27.2, Lord bee the Maſter builder : -Except the Lord _— 
ity, 
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City , 1n vaine are the watchmen : in vaine itis to cate 
brewne bread , and drinke water, riſing early, and lying 
downe late ; for, he giveth reſt to his beloved. Many Gy 
miſcarried in their thrift angyproſperity ; no man can tell 
how,or wh-y?ſave only that irrcligion hath bred a ſeeret can- 
ker,und ſhur God out of doores. I have noted it,fome cannot 
keep out the waters from flowing in , and wealth from en- 
creaſing, while they in a manner fit ſtill : and others fray it 

away by their eazerneſfle. For the one counts it the honour of 
their faith tofit ſtill, (thy ſtrength ſhall be to fit ſtill ) and 
make no halt : the other by their haſt , fill themſelves with 
ſnares. God will be the chiefe myſtery 1n all trades : not Ma- 
nu-faRuaries and Merchandize onely, but even Sciences,and 
ingenuous Studies : even Schole:s mult place the Bible a- 
bove a!l their bookes : and all for.s of {ct praicr above, and 
before all their worke. 


——_— — 


El:y. 30, T. 


Yer ſo make Gods providence Chiefe, as not c=—_ Rule 2. 
thine owne. Beware of baſe cawardly Sioth. Eafle ſlajes Yer deitroy 
the foole, both Loy and ſoule. It puts hand in boſome, but "ot thine 

is loath to pull it ou:? Its lik« facob , for froſt and heate,and 2: 
all weathers ; it frames lyons in the way, if it ſhould put Prov. x, TY 


foorth it ſelfe, luskiog in a beFof idlenefle, loathing action. 


Such ſhould not cate. The 1dler1s the comoanion of the p;oy. 18 9. 


waſter ; whiles he rolles upon his hinges, foldes his hands 
and yanes aftcr more ſleepe and ſloth, he haſtens poverty up- 


on himſelfe, as the neceility of an armed man. The thornes . 


on his backſide are his Emblem. Yet abhorre deing ill occu- 
pied,as much as floth. There is a golden meaſure in all things: 
Qur proverbe ſaith, better ſit for naught,then itir for naught, 
Raſh, headlong, wilfull, indiſcreet buſying a mans ſclfe , 
may proove werſe then lying in bed : as ſoine eager on:s, 
keep wares ( at a good price offred ) cill they proove traſh: 
Its a queſtion whether there be more husbands proove beg- 
gers by the pot and pipe, then by overmuck nimbleneſſe , 
and deepnefle in the world, and medling toe much 
Thirdly, a good husband muſt beware of loathing and 


Rule 2. 


5. w1rc 


of 


weariſomenefle in his calling ; when gaines come not 11 p.cking quar- 


according ts thy expectation , and defert. ( for 1 fpeake e's with th 
g to thy exp pn. n ( pee ne 48 
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Rule 4. 


Godina Ca 
ling, 


Deur. 33.2, 
9. 10, 


fill to all Artiſts, both ſtudious, and manua!l ) Looke not at 
other trades of quicker returne and diſpatch , to bring thee 
out of conceit with thine ewne. Abide in the vocation, 
wherein God hath pitcht thee. Hold the trade of thy youth, 
till old age ; leaveit not, eRher decauſe thou thriveſt not 
faſt enough , or becauſe thou haſt thriven enough already 
ſill ſhew that thy trade is not thine onely objeR. I deny 
not, but ſome caſes there may be, wherethe trade may be 
altred : as when ſtock is wanting , without dangerous bor- 
rowing upon uſury : when its ſo ſunke, that it affords no 
competency for the family : when ſome other is offred 
wherein aS much $kill as inthe former, or tome marke , 
of providence appeares that the change is from God. But, 
to pick quarrells with our trades,that we might turne to ſuch 
as we conceit to be ſpeedier forreturne and gaine, that we 
might be rid of our owe, threatens future miſery under the 
ſpeciouſneſle of preſent commodity : To goe through many 
trades, 15 the high way to beggery» 

Fourthly,ſubzeR thy ſclfeto thy trade of life,not for gaine 


Subjee10n to {ake,but for conſcience, ( whether thou get or not ) asthat 


yoke which God hath put upon thy necke, to try thee : to 
tame thy ſloth, pride and otter finne , that the penalty of 
Adams Curſe , may become to thee ( as facobs curſe upon 
Levi, through his obedience to God, became to him) a bleſ- 


1, Tim, 2g15. ſing. The travail of the husbands hands,and labour may poſli- 


bly be made to him ( as the travaile of the womve 1s made 
to the believing wife) a benefit and favour. Onely the re- 
bellion of anunſfubje& heart to the obedience of God, ( in 
what kind foever ) brings a curſe. Thericheſt man, yea the 
Gentleman, muſt hold tus trade ſtill ; the pooreſt alſo muſt 
abide in it : both, as1ntheir vocation. The Lord tries there- 
by, the faith, patience, meckeneſſe, bounty, thankfulnefte , 
{eltedeniall, uprightneſſe and paines of the husband. Its not 
given for men to fledge themſelves and mipe their fethers 
by, but to avoide temptations and ſnares, which if we avoid 
not, but incurre neverthelefle (as moſt doe) we turne <odg 
remedy into an encreaſcr of the diſeaſe : that 18,an occaſion 
of eager worldlines ſurfiting with carcs and exccſlc, a bair 
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of oppreſſion, nfiry and wrighteeuſnes. Beſides by the cal- 
ling, the Lord would teach a Chriſtian husband, to know, 
what that portion is which hee purpoſes to alot him, and 
what not : and doth thereby*ſerve his providence in the 
competent ſupport of us, 4nd ours, without fin and ſorro iv. 
For, ſuch is the portion of the righteous. 


Prov, 


Fittly, beware of moiling and tolling in the world, onely {#*/e. 5. 


to pocket up and hoard treaſure and {tere, filling our bellies 
with Gods hidden ſtore ( as David -P/al. 17. deſcribing the 


ungodly,{peaketh ) which one day will bring a waſting and ; 


conſumption as. faſt , either upon our ſelves, or ours. But 
abhorre all ſuch aiming to enhance our felves above others 
for the jollity and pride of life. This is the caſt of moſt men, 
if once become great, to beſtow all upon their pleaſures, in 
hawking, gaming , predigality and wantonefle, that the 
might have much the more ( as that heathen faid ) to catisfy 
their luſt and appetite. To ſet their wives, children and 
ſclves on float inthe bravery of buildings, in curious faſhi- 
ons , or coftly apparrell, and the like. The Lord can pluck 
your plumes quickly, if wee drinke to be drunke, or forget 
our beginning to bee fromthe dunghil! : ( as indeed none 
growe prouder then ſuch baſe ones ) keepe we thodera- 
tionthen, and be ſober : God tries us by proſperity, what is 
in us ; we may enjoy the travell of our hands, and the bene- 
fit of our welfare, ſo, that prodigality on the one fide , and 
baſe niggardiſe on the other, ( whick commonly in this ſelt- 
loving world concurre ) be abhorred, 


Ayme nut at 
16 arding up, 


r multiplying 
y citace, 


Sixtly, (which perhaps to ſome may ſeeme ſtrange) God Ryle 6. 
will have thee maintaine thy husbandry and providence, by Seye God 
ſerving him with the encreaſe of thy labour, and his blef- with thy ea 
ſing. Looke about thee and ſee_what objeats Ged hath ©©(e+ 


planted for thy bounty to be beſtowed upon. Thy wealth 
if it be a ſtanding poole, will ſtinck and baine thee ; If it be 
a ftreame, it willbefweet , and all the bulke ſhall bepure 
untothee. ASin the Manna , all had their due ; the plenty 
of the gatherer of much, abounded to the ſupply of him that 
lacked. By the deeaies of others, God trieth thee. If when 
bleſſing cemrs in upon thee, thon welcomeſt it with an evill 

Gg 3 cles 
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eie,faying, This is little enough to pay debts , this will do 
wellto encreaſe my ſtocke, thisis for the clothing of my 
children , I will ſpend this upon coſtly apparell for my wife: 
and all that comes 1s onely forthine owne uſe ; and thou 
{hrinkft up the bowels of thy compaſſion ſo much the more: 
know,this will deſtroy all as a Canker bred 1n a fayre apple: 
No,ſay thus, This plenty will ſerve mce, and God too: part 
of this ſhall ſupply the defeRts of my faythfull Miniſter,poor 
[ A decayed neighoour,ſuch a poor widdow,fuch poore Ocfans, 
FA poor Students at Vniverſity : haſt thou ſuch an heart tothe 
% poor members of Chrilt , (that no complaints may be heard 
in thy ſtreets, that thou, and = may mecete together and 
worſhip God with the more joy full hearts, that the Goſpell 
and religion of God may be tupported , both in peace and 
eſpecially in perſecution ? Itsa ligne, that God meanes to 
make thy horne full, and thy winep. eſſe to burſt with new 
wine: well continue,& doe fo ſtill;rry the Lord if he will not 
requite thee:Thy gooducfle cannot reaCh unto the Lord him- 
ſelte;lct it extend to his ſaints & ſuch as excell in vertue;Sed 
Pſal, 16.2.3. thy treaſure to heaven before thee , calt thy bread upon the 
waters,trutGod,& after many daies,if thou truſt God,it ſhal 
returne againe. Many rich husvands profefſe religion;but all 
Ecccſl,11,1, their ſerving of God,is no other,the the pooreſt Chriſtia may 
performe: to pray,heare, conferre: But as for the .dutie they 
h owe to God as rich men , they caſt it bekind their backe. 
They thinke thattheir workes ſhould hinder thzir faith; and 
ſo hoard up kundreths ,- yea thouſands together , butdo no- 
thing till God by degrees, waſt and conſume both them and 
their poſterity, asa moth,and at laſt roote them up quite, out 
of the land of 1he liv.ng. Beware of this curſe therfore. 


T. k: 1- Hes 23 befall thee, in tby courſe of providence, by ill debtors, ſer- 
well as g ayes yants,children ; looke up inthine innocency with cheerful- 
patiently and nes to the ſmiter; aſwell, as in thy gaynes. Both are alike 
<ONtemee'Y- from himgevento weane thee fromthe ſweet milke of thoſe 
breſts , which thou art loth to be weaned from, to knocke 
thee off from hetice;and to prepare th} ſpirit forbetter wel- 
farc ;Bee patient ; Trades are as the ſun, which though it ſer 
over 


Rule 7. Seventhly,if any aff. onts,lofles,ill \uccefle,or diſcontents 


—_— ——— 


A Treatiſe of Marriage... - 


 ——————— 


over night, yet returnes in the morning ; Jobs latter dayes, 
after he had been tried,' prooved happier, then the former; 
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And, when boththe mizer and waſter , ſhall both be left to lob. 4.10, 


wantythe Lord yer ſhall ſuiteyne thee,and thy faith ( which 
yet the world thinks will buy no meate inthemarquet) ſhall 
be ſuch currant pay in heaven, that it ſhall purchaſe thee a- 
Hundance upon carth. 

To conclude, let all thy providence determine in this full 


what hath a man of all that fore travaile and labor, which as 
a x oore {on of Adzmhe hath taken here under the ſun ? ſave 
that a maneat and drinke, and Cheere his heart in the good- 


Rule 8. 
point. That herely,thine heart may rejoice, thou and thy Be jutuli in 
wife enjoying the fruite of thy travaile,that thou maylt not ll 'by labor 

. * . - 4 
be like to them,that roſte not that, they got in hunting. For * © the (en, 


nes of the giver: and rey ce in the wife of thy youth: let her Po: 5.18, 
ſhare with thee. I meane not as /ob faith, That he kifle his (ob. 31.275, 


owne hande, and magnify the Idoll of his provident head, 
ſaying; All this hath mine hand gotten : nor that he ſoake 
timſclfte inthe Creature , and ſet himſelte to looke upon the 
ſun in her brightnes,and the Moone in her encreaſz,adoring 
the out ward meanes, and denying the Almighty : this were 
Idolatry and Sacriledge; No,bur quietly and thankfully pray- 
ſing God,and rcjoycing (as thoſe f/raelizes were charged to 
do when they brought their fir{t truices ) in all which 

put forth their handes unto. Taking with a lovingright 
hand , that which God reacheth out, cauling themſclves to 


ſerve him with a glad heart, for all which the Lord hath don: 


for them: Better :nus,then as many do,purting and ſtopping 
up1n holes & corners,in an ragge, or in the ground: & per- 
haps here one debtor running away with an hundreth,there 
another cheater with fifty ; or perhappes , a theefe diggin 

thorough & ſtealing as much in another kynd.To red 
God -givestoyle and vexation of body,of tpirit,qore diſcon- 
tent then all their plenty can breed peace: wheras the reſt of 
the Righteous is {weet, bee their portion more or leſſe,tho- 
rough the good will of him that dwelt 1n the bulh, added to 
their Providence. See then, that it be {o,that thou play not 
the block under all mercics,{o that neither a good day ſhould 
ny &g3 mend, 


they Deuto25. 
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mend,nor a bad paire thee. But firſt for thy outward conditi- 
on , proportion thine expences according to thy revenews, 
as ncer as thou Ccanſt : keep downe thine hcart,and then its 
lawfull for thee to live according to thy meanes. Cut thy 
coate according to thy cloth , rather living at an under then 
an over rate;zas knowing its eaſierto fall then toriſe, and yet 
underſtanding what ſcantling God allowes; yet better be a 
cheerfull diſpenſer, then a baſe niggardly grudger at the uſe 
of what God hath given. As the -=—_ woman ſayde, hus- 
band better ſpend it freely as God ſ{endes it , then knavesrun 
away withall. The for thy {pirituall courſe,let thine heart be 
doubly and trebly cheertull in the Lord, ſaying with her, my 
Soule magnthes the Lord , and my fleſh rejoices in his falva- 


Luke. 1.46.47. tion: If | ought to make him my ſtrength in the loweſt ad- 


Heb, 3. 17. 


Vje.1. 
Re proote, 
I, 
Brai C1, 
Carelcſl: de- 
ſerters of their 
Wives,0010Us, 


verſity : although neither vine ſhould beare grapes , nor the 
olive her fruit,although there were neither Calfe in the ſtall, 
nor bullock in the ftocke : how much morethea, when my 
athes are .anoynted with oile, and my ſtreames run full of 
utter and hony? And ſo much (it not too much) for the an- 
{were of this queſt; on,wherin providence ftandes. 

I conclude all with uſe : and firft of reproofe ( for this 
point is fruitfu.l in untruitfulnes; firſt , how many husbands 
are there, who(contrary to the vowes made to their wives in 
this behalfe,at their entry upon marriage) caſt off this burden 
from themſelves, & lay it wholly upon the weake ſhoulders 
of their wives? In the mean while themſelves bearing them» 
ſclvesupon the fidelitye or thedrudgery of the wife at home, 
go abroad, and open the fluce and floodgates of prodigality 
and waſtfulnes, that all the labour of the wife at home, can- 
not damme up the waters. They tpending and ſpeyling more 
abroad in an houre,then the woman can patch up orredrefle 
at home 1n a weekezand fo outſtrip her way, by their ewne, 
till all be brought to ruine! Ob!the miſery of ſuch wives thar 
ſaffer,(howld I fay, or rather husbands that procure it; but in- 
deed both one and other? Others leave their houſes at large, 
committing all to wyndand weather, to finke or ſwim, while 
they follow their ln{tes, companies & pleaſurcs;without con» 
troll. Thus, wotully inverting the method of Ged,injuriouſly 

| laying 
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laying a double loade upon the weaker patty”, till her ſhoul- 
ders cracke againe: who yet undertake itto ſhun utter debr, 
and yet at laſt fall into it neverthelefſe: To theſe adde ano- 
ther fort of fuchas enter into marriage without any calling 
at all, having brought this ſnare upon them'elves by negle&t 


_— - — 


2. 
Bi a:1ch, 


to learne the trade of their youth, for varuties ſake , and ſer-"Neglecters of 
ving their Juſtes, and {o,(although they repent them oftheir |-arning ther 
folly,yet {till they are deſtitute of skill in their vocation, and 7246 


ſo expoſe themiclves to a vaine & weariſome courſe of life, 
to many ſnares and temptations,as this for one, baſcly to live 
upon uſury: and wanting kill to bargeine, buy & ſell, eyther 
they mult live upon the ſtocke, till it be ſpent, and thenrunne 
up and downe ſhifting & tanging upon every mans ſleeve, 
or elſe live upon the ſweat of other men,while they live idly 


ſothat , of all other members of the Common wealth, they Lyvers upon 


areamoſt uſelefle to themfelves & noyſome to others. Thirdly 
others, who under colour of religion and zeale, waxe care- 


tkcir uſury 
odious, 
Improvidence 


lefſe,in matter of Providence, and in a diligent watching to under color of 
their calling, and lawfull employments, thinking it a veniall Religion 
error , yea a ptayle to them , that having ſomewhat totake 119195. 


too , yet they are not worldly : to whom it may be replyed. 
Neither are you provident husbands, to mainteyne your fa- 
milies:for know ye, that faithfull attendance to a calling, is 
farre from worldlynes:that is,rather the honor of \Chriſtian 
husband,to be providet.Nay,fome will run out fr6 their ſhops 
& Trades,(as men weary of worke)from houſe to houſe, hi- 
ther and thither;and all under colour of religion, as to heare 
Sermons ten or twenty miles off, in the weeke day ( their 
wyves and children beeing unprovided the whiles)and bee- 
ing poore men,and behind hand,abide by the 3.or 4.daies in 
places , to conter, to repeate Sermons, toutter ſome gift of 
their owne,as their memory,or Prayer,or broach ſome new 
point of their owne deviſing, or lament the evills of others: 
(- bings good,in their kind, and withintheir compaſle, but ) 
as. 1cy handle them, molt odious and unſeaſonable. And 
thus, tucy delude ſuch as are ſimple mynded Chriſtians , rob 
then of *neir goods, under theſe colors , by their craving, 
compliyaing or borrowing; wheras , children and wife at 
home, 
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home, famiſh , and themſelves by ſuch bad cuftome , more 
and more wax unfit and diſabled for the worke of provi- 
dence : whereas, during thus time, they might have gain'd 
more at home by labour,then they can ſcrape up by their ill 
courſes, beſides the reproachto religion, Thele are inordi- 
nate livers. 
Branch 4. Fourthly, others , not having beene train'd up early , in 
B.c th tzug ſome lawfull trade of life, are faine to take up baſe and dif- 
cowſes di\l0o ponorable wares and ſhitts toliveupon ; as, to get licenſes 
nor mart132t* for Ale-houtes, to {et up houſes for tipling, dicing and plca- 
ſures; orthas , ſhiowding themiclves under the wing of 
great perſouages, ſetup Bowling-allies, to toll in the Ger 
try to palt:mes, (. which they are much more prone too then 
to workes of Charity ) and fo, they wichdriw inhabitants 
from their trades , {poile their tervants with idlenefle, and 
toll in poore men of the country to drinke and ſpend their 
monies, and when the raine hinders their ſports, then to 
their cardes and dice within ; And ſuch are the remedies 
of men , whe having ſpent therr youth in idle ſervice, muſt 
live upon the fin of others, and the overthrow of the coun- 
try. Others, through idlenefle play the vagabonds, and take 
their vagarics, ſecking their fortunes, withinor beyond the 
ſeas, or play the Paraſites to Gentlemen , ſerving all their 
turnes for their advantage,and moſt finfully betraying them 
to wickednefle. Others ſpend their time, in deviling and li- 
ving by their wits, cleaving to young heires, difſolute ſpend- 
Yorg heires, thrifrs, to fill their bellies. Nay, howmany heires themſelves, 
on who might have ſubſilted comfortably , either in their Pa- 
Marciz —_— rents famulie-,or upon their inheritances; and followed their 
callings with fuccefic,and blefling: yet, falling upon lewd 
companions, and waxing looſs and un>rideled in their 
manners, either match themſelves baſcly and contrary to 
their Parents aimcs, or if married better, abandon wife and 
Children, give themſelves wholy to whoring , gaming, riot 
and waſting of their ſubſtance, rill chey have ftript them- 
{elves of meanes, wit,and honeſty, to theunſpeakable vex- 
ation of Parents, if they live to be witneſſes, and of the ut- 
ter deſolation of ſoules and bodics,wite and poſterity? How 


— 
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Isthe country peſtred with ſuch vermin ? How doth the 
Divell by this meanes, uphold his Kingdome , ( for he hath 
fit covers for ſuch caps ) -and hereby gather kites to the 
carrion , fits them with ſherkers and horfleaches, who by 
flattering and admiring them for their bounty, ſqueeze out 
all from them , and leave them as Gulls ! Oh ye fooles ! 
how long will you delight in eating and devouring your 
owne fleſh? will no MR enter , till ( as Sampſon 
was from his Dalila) fo you be haled from your luſts , and 
like fooles to the ſtocks : that is from taking of purſes by 
the tigh way, and {uch cheats,you be haled to priſon, to the 
gallowes, to hell it {cIte, without mercy ſtop you ! Oh! you Digre (fi »n ad. 
Parents, ceaſe your raking and ſcraping up of goods for m1" tory co 
ſuch ſpendthrifts ! or, for, you know not what ends, for the Parents. 
encreafing ( to bee ſure ) of torrow to your ſelves, while 

you hve, and of fiance, when you are gone ! Doe = with 
that you have , 1.ic God (ting you tn thoſe children, and 

childrens chil!:c11, for whoa you as bately hoard, as they 

power ou: {11u!'y | Sooth cnem up no longer in their ſinne, 

who arc li! © to bring your hoate heares with forrow to 

the grave ! 

Fifthly,how many husÞands are there, who by their heady "SF" 
improvidence, either borrowing to ſtuck themfſeves more Is ” 
then ever they can pay, or {clling their wares underfoot, to —— 
procure preſent monies ( by whicha. while they feed their overftockings, 
Creditors) do for a ſhort time ſet up their top failes,a while, »1derſellings, 
bearing it out with other mens wealth, and when they can bad husbane ; 
bold nolonger then they leave them 1n the lurch: many ſuch ©?” 
wretches, ruining the whole families of many better hus- 
bands then themſelves,with their wives and children. More 
ft Cintruth ) to be hang'd up, then to peſter a Common- 
wealth ; and ſome other maintaine their ſtate and pompe 
by ſuch deſperate couiſes , even under a colour of rehgion, 
cauſing hundreths at once to make outcrics againſt profeſ- 
fors, when they prove Bankrupts. Adde fixthly to theſe 
{ich hotſpurres as will not be idle, but runne into another ex- 
treame of wilfulneſle , ruſhing upon matters beyond their 
$kill,and reack:affeing plots and inventions of PR - 
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by Adventures, or by new ManufaRtures , reſolved eyther to 
winne the ſpurres,or to loſe all. And fo, they have loſt all 
indeed, and withall drawne many with them (who were as 
zreedie of gayne) into deepe expences and forfeits of their 
| pager indeed they are both well enough ſerved, to teach 
them ( as Pax ſpeakes) to follow their owne affaires with 
quietnes. Others weary of their ſlow-paced Trades, deſirous 
to haſten them , how do they enlarge their providence, (ra- 
ther their greedines)as hell, thruſting as many irons at once 
into the hre,as they can come by: adding houle to houſe,and 
farme to farme,borrowing upon eight, (gayning ſcarſe four) 
inthe hundreth,yet dreaming of golden mountaynes. Till at 
laſt,(the miſtreſle of fooles teaching them too late)they per- 
ceive, their haſte to have brought toorth blind whelpes,and 
wilh they had made no more haſte,then good ſpeed. Eightly, 
how ordinary a courſe now adaics isit with men, (as I 
touched before.) to wrangle with their callings , that they 
might change them,and ſeeke others,till(as the dog catching 
at the ſhadow ) they loſe the fleſh , and forfeit that they 
have: which is, to caſt their preſent reall eſtate upon the 
caſual and uncerteyne hope of things to come. 

Yet ſince this occalion is offced, I ſpeake not, as if all de- 
ſerting of a calling , or diverſion from it, for a time, were 
unwarranted. For ſometime it ſo falls out by providence, 
that a man deſerts Country andall, and departs to ſuch a 
place, as willnot admit a poſlibilitie of the exerciſe of his 
calling : ſo that inthe one , he muſt necdes yeeld the other. 
Againe , ſometimes the outward members , ſenſes, and the 
inward abilities of a man deſert hum, and diſable him from 
his calling: when as yet ſome lighter employment may per- 
haps bet him wellenough. Neceſlity of baniſhment cauſed 
many holy men,to make buttons and points for their living, 
who before had {tudied and written books.So allo the trade 
may bee ſo-grewne out ofrequelt , eyther by multitude of 

[raders,or by deadnefle of the wares, that they cannot ſup- 
port the workemen : or they may bee folow, and require ſo 
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mueh work to be done for mony,that a trader cannot live on 


them..$hall then the mayntenance of the family,hang upon 
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the trick point efnot changs ofa calling? Noinno ſort. | 


But in theſe or any the like caſes,(wheroft are many)the end 
muſt rule the meanes , and any other lawfall mat » Which 
hes neereſt ro the kill or fleight of the workman,zis allowed, 
for the ſupport of the family. Onely let men beware, leſt out 
of afickle,ungrounded,lazy, wearitoine,covetous, reaching, 
aſpiring ſpirit , they deſert not their Callings: and , if they 
needs muſt , yet let them chuze to divert rather from them 
for a tyme , and retuxne to them after, when providence 
yeelds opportunitie for it,then ſhew that they willingly and 
{lightly were mooved to abandon them at the firſt. But this 
by the way. 
Endlefle it were,to mention-all abuſes in this kynde : but 


Branch.g, 


to hnith,how many have wee, who through theirRebellion, Uuſubje&ion 
will not be ſubje& to the duty of Providence? Others, who *2 *h< Rule of 


ſpoile all by improvidence, and having fold all, even their 

wyves clothes off their backe, make a mecke of it , ſaying 
If any can make more of their wyves, then they have done, 

let them take them! How many others, who having gotten a 
faire eftate by their Providence, yet walt it as faſt , by their 

jollity and laviſhneſſe? making their honſes Throngh-faires 
for Epicures, and doone compamons, diſquieting their poor 
wives from their ſetled family bufines, to wayt upon ſuch 
baſe Companions, contrary both to her ſpirit & conſcience ! 

Or,ifnot,yet farre from honoring God with their Encreaſc, 

or their marriage, with wiſe diſpenſing of their eltate. Theſe 
exceſles have(as thou mayſt ſee goed Reader)cauſed mee to 

lengthen out this Argument;as if I had not only treated about 
marriage Providence,but providence in the generall, & the 
contrary thereto. But I hope,that ſome may light npon what 

I haveſayd, & amend.Thus much for the uſe of Reproofe. 
- The latter uſe is Exhortation : Let all goed Husbands 
bonour their Marriage and the Lord , by a faithfull im- 
proovement of this dury of Providence. Let them avoyde all 
extremities;both on theright hand andleft:and in weldoing 
commend themſelves to God as to a faythfull keeper , and 
God alſu Let them neither goto worke carkingly, 
nor yet carelefſcly.Let them abhorre ydlenefle ,and yet =_ 
Hh 2 1 
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ill occupiedneſſe. And by that I have fayd of the ſin of Im» 
providence, let them learne the contrary : and fo ſhall they 
(as much as in them lyes) build up the houſe, give good ex» 
ample to their wives todo the like within, ſerve God with 
cheerfulneſſe, and enjoy the fruit of their Travaile with 
contentedneſſe, when the ſlothfull and prodigall ſhall periſh 
and vaniſh. And for this ſecond peculiar duty of the husband, 
viz. Providence,{o much,and tor this Chapter. 


—— — — — — — — <—— 
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Treateth of the third and laſt Prrſonll Office of 
the man , Honor or Reſpcetiveneſſe 
1a his wife, 


The 3-parricy: N Ow Tl proceed to the third and laſt duty of the hugs» 
— _ band towards his wife , Which is honor , and due re- 
ſo:61venefle, {pe to his wife. The ground of whichis the ordinance of 
Gen.3,23. Godby which,they are made one fleſh. For fo layth Aoſes, 


when the Lord had brought the womanto Adam, he ems > 


braced her,ſaying, This 1s bone of my Bone,and fieſh of my 

fleſh. : Shee ſhalbe called woman ; becauſe thee is taken out 

- of man. For this cauſe ſhall a man forſake his father and mo» 

ther , and cleave to his wife, and they twayne ſhalbe one 

The opening fleſh.Lo, with what honoravle eſteeme,he welcomes this his 
, _y paint 3t blcfled compeere into the world. Now, its true, the wife in 
Ephcs.18,29 this reſpeR,oweth the like tye of tenderneſſe towards him: 
F But,we muſt know, this firſt lyes uponthe manzto her ward, 
becauſe he is the roote of therelation. Wee lay,that love de- 

ſccndes from the Father to the Child,becauſe he is the founs 

dation of the reference.Not,but that mutualnefſe is required; 

But the Originall roote muſt firſt impart himſclfe;Now upon 

this roote of unian, the Apoſtle enforceth this duty: No 

man ever hated his owne fle{b; But nouriſhed & theri ſhed it 

as himfelfe : Hethen that hates his wife , is an unnaturall 

monſter, and devoures his owne fleſh. He that loveth his 


wife, 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 


wife , loveth himſelfe. We know, how itis in the body: 
Vnion of parts cauſing ſamenefſe and uniforme ſubſiſting 
in one , procuring an exceeding tenderneſſe, compaſſion 
and ſympathte betwixt each member. So that although the 
foot {tumble and give the Body a fall, yet a man will not be 
ſo-mad as to {mite it, becauſe 1ts one with it ſelfe,and ſuffers 
the ſame fall withit. So here. The ſameneſle of fleſh, which 
the woman hath with the man, makes him naturall and ſym- 
pathiſing towards her : and not to hurt or hate her in her 
weakneſle,and ſtumblings, but to bear with her,condole her, 
and count himſelte to ſuffer in her; his content, joy and 
welfare not to ſtand in himſclfe bur in her, who 1s another 
ſclte,and therefore to teas willing to wound himfelfe, hurt 
and hate himſclfe, :as to hurt her. 

By vertue of this union , and neereneſle it is, that there 
arzſethin the ſpirit of an kusband (who is not degenerate) a 
marvcilous natural and tender inſtin& of ſympathie towards 
his wife, in all her complaints, and infirmities.. She is one 
with himin all things, one in fleſh, one in generation and 
poſterity, one in bleſſings and welfare , copartner alfo in all 
croſſes and wants : All theſe are cothmon : the husband 
ſhares with the w fe; and ſuffers in all her diſeaſes, paines , 
trials ſpirituall and bodily. Selfe doth ill, and felflove is odi- 
ous , between neighbour and n-1ghbour, yea ſtranger and 
{tranger : much mote betweene father and childjbrother and 
fiſter : but moſt of all in this ſuperlative union of marriage , 
wherein two bodies may truly be ſaid to be linked into one 
ſoule. Here then to aftect a ſingularity, a privacyin ſo cloſe 
an union,and for the husband to be a man by himſelfe apart , 
from her who 15 one and the ſame fleſh with him , what a 
podigious ſelfiove 1s it ? union breedes love, and love , ſym- 
pathy and compaition; but where {clilove abides, unton and 
love are abſent. And from hence tt is, that in another place, 
the Apoltle addeth, giving honour to the woman, as to the 
weaker veſlell : which giving of honour, is nothing elſe 
fave the peculiar office of the husband to his wite, ( and 
as I may tearme it, the way of his tenderneſſe ) when as 
he willingly refignes up hus manly authority ſometimes, and 
h 3 wilcly 
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wiſely abridgeth himſcife of that powerto the atter moſt, 
which elſe he might uſurp over his weaker wife. And in 
ſtead therof, wiſely conſiders, its the honour of a man ſome- 
time to be ynder himſelfe, to forget his ſtrength : there is a 
providence, in the government of this vaſt world, and it 
ſtands in the overruling of ſome inferior creatures, that they 
may net knoy their {trength over the ſuperior , but be kept 
within compaſle ( as 1t were ) by a neceflary and naturall 
reſtraint. Even ſucha voluntary tye hath the Lord put upon 
the more fierce and rough nature of the male to the female , 
that there may not onely be a conſent , from hurting and of- 
fending each other ; ( for ſo Lions and Wolves agree toge- 
ther ) but further , that there might be a vertuous and more 
generous forbearance of authority over the weake veſſel : 
As acknowledging , the headſhip of the man js given him 
not to diſcourage or deſtroy : but to dire, benefit and build 
up the wife. That as God cloathes the weaker members 
with the more honour ; ſo, wee ſhould condeſcend and 
vouchſafe the like reſpe& to the womans weaknefſe. Al- 
thougha ptoud, and baſe ſpirit would hold his owne , leap- 
. ing over the hedge , where it is loweſt; yet a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding head, will of his owne accord yeeld, and give 
honour ml reſpet unto the woman as to the weaker veſſel. 
Surely if a father be ſaid to ſpare his owne ſonne who feares 
him : and the Lord will be maſter even over the Parent,that 
he bee not bitter ro his children to tread them under feete , 


but count it his honour to paſſe by the corrigible errors of 


his children : then what ſhould that ſparing eye, that indul- 
gent heart and hand , that honour and reſpe&iveneſle bee , 
wherby God ſwayeththe husband ( being but her equall ) 
towards his yielding and tender wife ? Andin a word, I 
fay this giving of honour, is the more ſpeciall way ofthe 
man, then of the woman : for though ſhe be fo to him , yet 
in a divers way, and in a more naturall kinde, as it were ac- 
cording to her frame : for who takes it not for granted that 
a thing naturally framed to tendernefle, ſhould a& her own 
property, and gtve honour as due deſert to the husbanJd? But 
inthe mans giving honour to her, there is a more vertuous 
and 


CEE oC I OO TO 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. OE 239 


and royall diſpefition, that is, an abatement of the right 
invelted in man , lc excefle of right might proove excefſe 
of injury? and a yeelding of that tendernefſe and ſympathy, 
out of -mercy and love, which elſe neither perhaps the 
merit of the wife would requite,but to be ſure the furlines & 
rouzhneſſe ofthe man would nor eafily contribute. 

And,of this, many reaſons may be yeelded : For why ? Is Reaſ.y 
there any thing gaynedby Auſterity and roughnefle , when jy,,1,.uulh gay. 
the dint therofreturnes upon our ſelves? Is honor and reſpe@ ned by Aulie- 
loſt upon the wife,when it reflets backe from hergupon her rity. 
husband? Is it not well deferved on Gods part,when we not 
only behold what graces he hath put into the wite, as Trea- 
ſure into a veſlel of earth:but alſo howlittle is got by the con- 
trary,whe a rough husband too much yielding to that which 
1s corrupt, doth turne edge therby in his wife,and force her 
to that which ſcemesto be moſt diſguized & againſt nature, 
that is,to be fierce againlt the husband? Agayne,as the Apo- Reaf. 2, 
ftle ſayth; Do we not willingly beare with fooles,our ſelves Wre tolks 
beeing wiſe? And is it notas meete, that we beare with willingly 
the weake,wee our ſelves beeing ſtrong? what a betraying, nx with 
rather a fortcit of a Maſculine (not to ſpeake of a religious,) ©* 

{pirit and a bewraying (aut ofa feminine, but )of a brutiſh & Reaſ. 3. 

baſe folly,is it, when a woman ſhalbee faynt to bcarewith an Goa his Com. 

husbands ſcelynefle and fraylty,asthe ſtronger with the wea- mandement, 

ker? what a diſhonor 1s it to marriage? Beſides what an obli- 

gatio doth a religious husband ſtand in to his yokefellow, for 

infinite many fruits of love & ſervice to him in every kynd? 

Nat to ſpeake of that command of God which is above all, 4. 

tying the husband to his wife tor conſcience ſake, though Wee owe jt ro 

ſnee ſhould fall ſhort of the duty : as once a good husband Ebriſti ins. 

ſayd to an undelſcrving wife, Bleſſed bee God yet who hath 

given mee a wife who willdo thisor that for mee upon ne- 

ver ſo unkynd termes? Bur,much more,it ſhee bedeſerving 

at his handes, forall her tendernes in ſicknes and health , 1s 

it much, it ſhee receive due honor and refpeR from him? If 

thou owe her thine owne ſelfe againe for them, is it much, if 

thou repay tender eſteeme & priling of her ? If thou oughtſt 

to lay downe thy life ia ſome caſes even for thy CO 
rother 
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brother, rather then expoſe him by thine unfaythfulneſle, to 
danger, how much more ſhould(t thou expoſe thy elfe rather 
to the greatelt hazard , then betray her who is weake, and 
uaable to bearc? Remember the preſident whom God ſendes 
thee to, the Lord Icfus : As heloved his Church, and gave 
khimſelfe for it to the death, that ſhee might eſcape 1t,fo 
oughtlt thou coredeeme thy wife in caſe of ſuch a danger, 
when thy bearing will latca the blow from her. When the 
Lord Iclus was taken by the louldiers, If yeeſecke mee 
(laith he )let theſe my chickens depart: Take not the damme 
on the neait with her birdes : Let theſe be free : let all the 
danger light upoa iy ſelfe. If then this tendernefſe muſt 
extend to life it ſ{clfc, ſurely then well may this tribute of an 
inferior ranke be ſhewed. But,l.ceafe to diſc ourſe the point 
any further. 

Well then ( will ſome kind husband fay ) wherein Rtands 


_—_ and re- this reſpe&t and honor wh:ch I owe tou y wife? I ſhould be 
pearenefſe 1thto wrong her of ougac,wlich ſhe might plead, (through 
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my 1gnorance )or Which my fcite ( if 1 knev7 it ) could be- 
teaine her? weli(in hope there thalbe no love lol: )8& that thy 
wite will requite it, when as (in the next point) thee ſhall 
come to the like triall: I will do her & thee this favor,here to 
lay out her Priviledge,and thy duty. But firſt its not amiſle a- 
gaine to recognize breetly,that which I ſpake of, the modell 
& the Canon of this Duty : which the Apoſtle layes downe 
thus, As Chriſt loved his Church. Before,he had fayd , He 
that loveth his wife , loveth hunfelfe ; Burt, knowing, that 
{elfe 15 ſometyme an ill judge and crooked rule ; he amends 
it,by a better, eventhe Golden Rule of that honor and re- 


—_ emf of ſpect of Chriſt towards his Church, which never fayles or 
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exceedes the mediocrity. What is the that indulgence & ten- 
dernefſe which thy ielfe would(t either wiſh or lookfor trom 
Chrilt thy head? Teach thy ſelf,therby,thy office to thy wite, 
(in the meaſtre of thy Grace)& tender jt to her. Dolt thou 
dclire alway to be accepted of him, & find-grace in his ſight? 
Let thy wite finde the like from thee. Wouldeſt thou have 
him doe all thy workes in thee and tor the ? Show thou the 
like Grace to her,do thou likewiſc:require not the uttermoſt 
{ervicc 
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ſervice from her,but let her doc all in the comfort of thy love 
& acceptance. Wouldeſt thou have him compt all thy deeds, 
not according to ftrit law and performance of full 
meaſure, but according to ſincerity of endeavor ? Do thou 
alſo ſo eſteeme of hers, according to the will and affeFion 
whence they proceed, though they faile neverſoin degree. 
Wouldſt thou have him to eſteeme thee according to the 
better and not the worſer part ? Sodoe thou interpret her. 
Wouldft thou have him fave thee from ſorrow ? So prote& 
thou her,and let thy love be her banner. Wouldſt thou have 
him to feed thee,and hight for theezto bee thy Protector and 
Champion ?- Should he ſtave off thine Enemies, and ouch 
their woundes 11 his ownefide , which ſhould elfe light on 
thee? Wouldſt thou have him to ſtop the mouth of each dog 
from barking or biting thee , yea evento keep cach' cold 
wynd from ntpping and blaſting thee? Even fo, tand thou 
betwecne thy wife & her hirmes, and cover her head ini the ' 
ſtorme & raine, not only-with thy cloake,but thy belt profe= 
Rion , againſt any annoiance. Would@rhou have Chriſt af 
flited with thee 1n all thy troubles, to pitty thee, ſuffer with, 
and ſaſteyne thee,by his patience, courage,& long uffring? 
So, let thy blood ran in her veynes, and thy marrow in her 
bones: ſaſtaine her like wiſe by thy mecknes,, and long-ſuf« 
ferance;ſhee is alſo fleſh of thy leſh, and bone of thy bone. 
Doſt thon expe at laſt , that he ſhould at laſt redeeme thee 
ont of all thy troubles? Doſt thou alſo (as far as lyes in thee) 
ſeeke reſt for her from all hers:let no ene my of hers,encoun- 
ter het alone, but know he hath a double enemy to fight a- 
gainſt,noteaſy to conteſt with.Thine are hers,hers are thine; 
rejoice to ſee herridof all , 1fGod ſee good , which way it 
ſcemes belt to himſelfe to deliver her : meane time , be thou 
aQive, paſlive in all with her. In a word, whatſoever thou 
wouldſt have Chriſt do for thee , the ſame doe for her, for 
this doubtlefſe is to be conformed to thine head, and todo 
the part of an honoring and reſpeive husband to her. 
Theſe generalls had need be branched out into ſome par- 


ticulars : clſe perhaps, it will not be caſie for every one to Particulars of 
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| let thisreſpe@ begin at her ſoule: procure to that,the cheefe 
good, that it may fare well. The tender love of Chriſt ſtands 


1n this,that he gave himfelfe for the Church;wby ? Not to 
make her ſuch as ſhee her ſclfe woulde , not to give her the 
full ſwiage and ſwaye of her owne will; But,to waſh her,to 
purge her,to ſanity her,as peculiar to himlelfe , having nei-, 


ther ſpat,ngr wrinkle ; So do thou: begin with this,and this; 


ſhall guide all the reſt : Thinke not this to be thy tenderneſle 
to thy wife, to deale by her as David by Adonija, whom his 
father would never from his youth', ſpeake awry unto, that 
iS,aSke him, what doſt thou? But rather in this is thy tender- 
nes,if by any wayes af God, allurements,yea mulde and well 
aſoned reproofes (ifnecd be)thou maylt be an inſtrament 
of her good. Its not tendernes,bnt exceeding and degenerate 
ſoftnes in an husband,that, becauſe his wife is well pleaſing 
to him in ſome carriages, therfore he ſhould rather ſuffer ber 
toagoonin deep ignorance of Gad,and her ſelſe,and go the 
bread way to-perdition, rather then he would grieve her,or 
{peake one worde amifſe;eſpecialy,to be ſo.baſe and remiſle, 
that, when he knows he might winne her by his loving ten- 
dernes , he ſhoulde- rather negle& her by his Careleflenes. 
No , af thou be, tender truly , her ſoule wilbee thy principall 
objet,and thou wilt preſent to her thoſe tender mercies of 
Chriſt , theſe bowels of compaſlion in him to the church: 
never linning till Chriſt .bath by his blood waſht ker ſoule 
from the gaturall uncleannes of it , forgiven her, and taken 
away her guilt and blemiſhes. If her face were (tayned with 
ſome ſpats , how ſtudious would he bee to tell her of them, 
that ſhe might waſh them off ? how much more that Chriſt 
Teſus might call her his Hephziba and Beulah: his dove,faire 
ane,and pretioufly beloved?that he might behold ker waſht 
and cleane ( as the ſheep comming trom the rivers to ſhea- 
ons ) from her {curffe, accepted affod, and: ( as much as 
may; bee) without ſpot or wrinckle, eyther of gult,or 
apparant corryption:a veſſel purged and prepared for every 
worke. No: worke-ſo honorable as this to make thy 

wife a veſſet of honor to; Gog firſt ,, and then for marriage. 


Th Paw deſgibesthat;tendernciſe.of Chl: and yetythat 


waſhing 
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waſhing and rinſing of her , muſt coft ſome hardneſſe, ſave 
that Mercy and love over{weetens it:and then it will ſeeme 

ſant. Nouriſh andcheriſh and hate not thy owne fleſh, in 
this firſt reſpet, as Narhans lambe, in the true boſome of the 2.Sam. 13. 3. 
Lord Ieſus, the tendereſt husband that ever was. 

Secendly , this thy Refpe& and Tendernefſle muſt reach x, axch. 2. 
to her perſon, and that in her Safegard and Defence. Thy Tendernes to 
wife walkes (under God) in the ſhaddow of thy wings ary the Perſon of 
protection, T hou muſt bee as a vaile to her eye , to keep off the Wife 16+ 
thedint of all luſt and ftrange deſires, as Abimelee told Sura © "Y 
of Abrabam: As the eyclid tmade by nature 4 tender filme 
and very movoveable , and watchfall to the body of the eye, 
that no duſt or mote fall into it to offend it ; ſo muſt the ten- 
der husband come betweene the leaſt aſperſion of reprozch 
and jiofamy caſt upon the name of his wife 'wron fully: Aind 
when thou art dead,let ber reſt ſafe mthe Arkvof Gods prote- 

Riongby the benefit of thy living prayers, before ſene-upfor 

herzto the throne of grace,that God would be an husband to, __ 
the widdow;that fo even when dead;yet thou mayſt ſpeake. EO 
But, while thou art living , thou muſt bee as a wall of fire to 
her;let everie one that hath ill will to thy wife,(as many will 
have, even forthat which deſerves honor) knowe that they 
maligre thy ſelfe ; Nay,herein love her better then thy ſelf 
that thou wiltright ſome wrongs done to her,which perhaps 
(if done tothy ſelfe ) thou wouldft pafle by more ſtrongly : 
Let her Name and honor , bee as {ſweet oyntment unto thee. 
The husband who ſhall content himſclfe in the generall 
love of his wife,becing yet ſupinely negligent of her repute, 
or enduring any, withmdoores or without to diſeſteeme her, 
without ſharpe rebuke : or to bee knowne himſelfe to 


2 . 
In her repute; 


ſee any of her weakneſſes , with the leaſt contempt, 15 riot 


worthie to have the comfort of ker: vertnes , or the love of a 
religious companion. The like 1 fay of her body , bothrin 
health and ſickneffe. Whatſoever diet,or warmth or ſhelter, 3 
either at home, or abroad , by thy ſelfe of others , thou ſeeft 7, her bodily 
neceſſary for the preſerving her in healthand vitorsfromthe in firmities, 
leaſt affault, or imprefion,, that negle&not: keepe away 
wether, diftcaiper,diſcafe for —_ as aPhyſitianaccording 
i 2 to 
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tothe diſcretion thou haſt, and the knowledge of her body- 
ie frame ard infirmitics,in the abſence of cetter helpe; Pre- 
yent all dangers from her which poflibly might aſſault her; 
and what ſoever ſorrow or {ad newes, ill and ſudden acci- 
dents thou deemeſt , would diſquiet her, turne them away if 
it bee within thy power, or keepe them from-her notice, leſt 
they might overthrow her {pirit,or weaken her body. Yea,as 
our Lord leſus did, fo do thou, if a danger muſt needs ceaze 
upon thee, provide it may not come to her knowledge, or as 
little amaze andaft ight her.,.as may bee. In her diſcaledneſſe, 
negte& no macancs, which: eicherthy. counſel}, purſe, or 
friends can helpe her.to: advite for foule, poylicke for body, 
attendance and purſery to perſon: Srudge not that ſhee lyes 
201 thine hand; But, as thou wouldſt have (I fay not her, 
but)Chrilt hica(elte to tender thee in. thine, ſo do thou her,in 
herdetcRs.J;et;jt appeare to her cleerly that her life is preci- 


2 King,4.21. gus ,-,and her loſſc would be uncomfortable. If the poore 


Vanniurall 


Shunamite,(eeing her child dead,lockt it up. in the Chamber, 


' haſting tothe Prophet: proventing al pudder to her husband, 


alditquiet inthe familygby taking it up0o her fclfehow much 
more ſhould the husbands witedome and tendernes reach to 
thy wife,that no Sickneſle or Sotrow-might ever ceaze unon 
her more deeply,then needs mult, if thou canſt keep it off 
Say aot with unnaturall N\«bals , Thou tookelt her not 


husbands lan- £ ſickneſſe,but for health: tor better not for worſer:know- 


Bl 28s 


Ruth. 3.9. 


Cant, 3.5, 


ing that good wives intheir health , lay vp deſert'enough to 
be tendred in ther ficknefle : The wite 1s not for nothing 
ſayd to beeunder her husbands covert. Doe thou as Boaz 
did to poore Kath, upon the cold floore, & in the chill night, 
ſpread the lap of thy garmeat over thy beloved ; I charge 
you(ſayth the kusband 1n the Canticles )O pee danghters of 
Jeruſalem, watch by my.{pouſe, fit by genand keepe ſilence, 
wake her not untill ſhe pool Good reaſon thee have more 
reſtthe thou,let thy waking be her {ecurity,gaſter her not up 
too farly: ſluggiſh women will not,goed ones ſhould not be 
waked 100 ſqone. Shee is alway in-griete; & that for thee,& 
by thy meancs;Wwhat day, weeke, moneth isſhe free through 
the yecrbreeding, bearing, nurſing, watching ber —— 
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fick that thEy might be well, and well, leſt they be ficke; 
If ſhe loſe a childe by the hand of God , or by cafualty , her 
tender heart takes more thought for it in a day,then thy man- 
ly ſpirit can in a moneth : the forrow of all lics upon her: 
Shee had need to be caſed of allthat is caſeatle, becauſe ſhe 
cannot be caſed of the reſt. Wereade in the table that the 
male ſparcow once accuſed the female, for that ſhe did not fo 
much take paines in building of their neſt,as he did: But ſhe 
replied, There was Cauſe why ſhee ſhould pleade exemption: 
Shee had all the crouble of laying the egs,ot ſitting, of harct- 
ing & feeding them , andtterfore ſome reaſon fhe ſhould be 
ſpared in the building of theneſt,let him do that, who did no- 
thing elſc,and ſhe prevailed. And ſhall not ſhee,who allea- 
geth for her ſelfe, with more reaſon? Get her aſleep if thou 
cangbut awake her not;till ſhe pleaſe. And,tell mee,ſhall not 
her eaſe be thine?Or canlt thou have any,it (he want? Little 
doſt thou thinke of thoſe gripirgs, checks & angs where- 
with ſhe walketh ,whe as thou goeſt rhroughſtitch with th 

matters with an hardy courage. If all wives be not {9,1 freak 
not ſo much intheir behalte.: but the good: wife is uſually ſo; 
yecld herthis fruite of tendernes,its 21] the milke thou giveſt. 
Yea, let thy hollow checks,pale facc,fad heart,be as a Calen- 
der,, in which others may read thy wives infirmities , their 
number , their meaſure,and how Jong they have continued. [ 
{peak not Rhetorzque unto thee,but Divinity: As an} us Dand 
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De(crip:1on of 


the husbands 
tenderres to 
the perſon of 
his wife, 


T wo extremes 


mult loathuxoriouſneffe , ſo,much more Stoicall inſemiible- of T-nderns. 


nes, remembring whoit is , who faytt,. Erre in her love:let 
thy ſoule know no other objefts while thee lives, letthem be 
abborred. And when ſhe hath breathed our her lafty yea,even 
when ſhe lyes by the walles, yea in the mouldes, yet then is 
there another, honor due to her memory , when (hee is not: 
even this,that thy,hand be upon thy ſide forthe lofſe ot ano- 
ther rib,thy ſweet companion ; Mourne not for her without 


hope, like an heathen, ( ſhee is not loſt , but ſent before) but 


yet as Abraham,as facob, ſo mourne thou, even till the dayes: 


thereof be accompliſhed : Bee not as the horſe, as the truit 
Creature , without "ſenſe of, her: worth ,. thy lofſe :: Elſe 
ome. beaſts ygill exceed thee in tendernes :: thou art worlez, 
a.very, 


Viz, Reughnes 
V xgtiuulness 
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Joſh. 6.8, 


2, Same20.18, 


Branch 4. 
Comtort un 
heavint fle 2- 
nother peece 
cf tenderacfle, 


a very blacke : And for this ſecond particular ſo much. 
Thirdly, ſhew this reſpeR in thine ingenuity and opeh- 
heartednefle. Its an unkindnefle alone,not to ſhew love t ts 


walk overlooſely, diſmally, and darkely towards her. Thon 


canſt doe no more to a roged I {ay netthat ſhe is capable 


of all ſecrets. There is a ſcaſon for all things. And had Sang ' 


ſon been as wiſe at laft , as at firſt to conceale his ſecrets, 


. he had done wiſely. But there is a golden meane : con- 
 ceale not thy ſclfe too farre from her. Impart whatſoever is 


meete , let her know the difficulty of thy buſineſſe, ifthe 
knowing it may either afford her centent,or thy ſelfe adviſe. 
Let not ſtrangers tell her of thy follies, to cauſe her tb 
ſaſpe& thy reſpeRivenefſe : She is but ſimple, that may not 
ſpeake a word inſeaſon : Rams hornes, and empty pitchers 
have conquered cities., and armies : and the woman that 
called herſelfe but a weake one, once delivered Abel : and 
why may not thy wives helpe thee ! Its no wrong to thee, 
for her to deſire a voice in thine affaires, who ob {ure to 
ſmart inthy bad ſuccefſe. There is (1fay againe ) a diſcre- 
tion in ordering this buſinefle. Neither to impart thoſe 
things wherein griefe would overcome acceptance ;' nor 
to conceale ſuch, as wherein by thy imparting them, either 
her counſell might everweigh her aq or atleaſt, prevent 
the ſaddenneſle of a diſaſter. Itsa thing wherein the weake 
ſex counts it ſelfe .graced and fatisfed , not tobee made 
a ſtranger to thoſe things, which love and ingenuity -would 
and ſhould impart. As for uttering any thing, which is 
needlefle , or. might be a ſnare to her indiſcretion and weak- 


* neſſe, its better Kept.away. But , darkneſſe breeds ill blood 


of jealouſic,hard thoughts,a ſtriving for the hike darkneffe of 
behavior, or to ſeeke other boſomes to lay her —_— 
in, when thou little thiakeft of ity and perhaps worſe cher all 
theſe. - She is laid in thy boſome by God that thy boſome 
thoughts, hopes, feares, deſires , together with thy ſelfe,, 
gp lye in hers : Sofor this third. 

- Fourthly,comfort her in all her heavineſſe,and firſt for her 
ſoule and ſpirit ; , The anguiſh thereef, and the wound of 
conſcience, iS of allother, moſt intolerable. . Yea, though it 

be 
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be onely ſorme ourward greefe , yet if pierce the ſpirit with 
any more then common diſtemper, it exceeds any ſicknes & 

empair of the body. Shew thy {elf more tender to her therin, 

then in all common troubles. If thine owne wiſedome,faith 

or Experience will not ſerve to healeit, ſeek out,and enquire 

after an Interpreter , one of a thouſand , who may rightly 

and duly weigh her cſtate,both the cauſes and effects therof. 
Vpbrayde her not with her zeale , which wereto aggravate 

her difeaſe. Fret not at her going to Sermons ; lay not the 

falt upon that, wiſhing thou hadlt never ſcene her eies,quar- 

relnot at thy lot,accule not providence , becauſe thou ſeeſt 

her in perplexities: perhaps God hath begun with her , that 

he might end with thee. But however, lin not uſing all means, 

till God have ſpoken a word in ſeaſon to her very foule, 
ſaying,Deliver her,l have accepted a Ranſome:till her fleſh 

Come againe,as a little childes,and ſhe recover peace.Happy | 
art thou,if God ſhall ſo makethee an inſtrument of her gosd [0b.33 24. 
that thy ſclfe alſo mayſt bee drawne neerer ts God by affli- 

Rion, then proſperity could ever have brought thee. And, + 

t caſe that the diltemper ceaze onely upon her naturall 
pirit, as by Melancholy, through paſſions of feare , and for- 
rowtfull obje&s working upon her mind, or through ſome 
hereditary pronefſe of conſtitution to mopiſhnes and dif- 
content;by all which God cuts her ſhort of wonted liber- 
ties , calling and ſervice of marriage , and thee from former 
contens of life: bee not in theſe ditquiet and impatient: No+ 
thing hath befallea thee which is not according to man: uſe 
the beſt meanes of reſtoring her ſpirit againe,, by Phyſick, 
counſel}, wiſe ſecrecy, cuſtedy, tendernes of regard : and fo 
wayte with patience, till God reſtore ker , or what ever be 
the iflue,charge not God fooliſhly, 

Fifthly ſpare her weake bodie , from all totle and labor of p,,,.c.. 
wordly:employment” exceeding -her ability : yea although $pare ker trom 
fkee ſhould bee.too much addited therto , and hardly held excefle of toy 
therefrom, yet diflwade her : Shee isthine owne fleſh:thon 
wouldft thinke him unmerifull, who ſhowld breake thy backe 
with'too great a burden.So do thou, and eaſe her. Tf nurſerie 
exceed. her ftrengrh,& yet her conſcience will {carfe a 
| er 
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Jugs nce in 
all lawfull 
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Branch 7. 
Conmyance 
at invincible 
infirmities. 


her to lay aſide and free her ſelfe of ſo naturall, ſo religious a 
worke, yet tell her, God loves mercy better then ſacrifice : 
If God deny her ability, or breaſts, grudge not at God,at the 
charge of nurſery abroad, to eale her at home. If ſhe have 
not ({trength to be both wife and ſervant, let the latter yield 
to the former, redeeme the comfort of a wife, with the 
charge of a ſervant. Provide herthat aſfliſtance and atten- 
dance, which is meet for one, who chuſeth to be, to do all 
in one for thy ſake, had not God denyed her. Strong ſhoul- 
ders are meeter for houſhold tufineſle, then decaicd ones : 
and releeve her with ſeaſonable tendernefle, for there is a 
ſhew of reſpe& which appeares all at once,when the vitalls 
are ſpent : a peny colt indue time, will do mort good to a 
ſinking houſe, then a pound, when it is ready to falldowne. 
So ſhe ſhall bold qut the longer with cheertulnefſe in mar- 
riage duties : He that ſhould do otherwiſe, were not worthy 
to have a free horſe, much lefſe a willing wife. 

Sixthly, yield ber the mdulgence of all decent and ſober 
refreſhings , and recreations of body and ſpitit, which ma 
eaſe the tediouſnelle of body and ſpirit, through the cons 
{ant and never cealing yoake of family buſineſſes. Remem- 
ber how oft,her Fairbfal biding by it at home, hath enlarged 
thee to travaile abroad. Thy ground and ſoyle, if it want her 
alternall revivings, and reſts, cannot laſt long : whether by 
allowing her the converſe of her friends for bodily , or of 
the ordinayces ( when the is ſtraitned ) both changes of 
aires may Joe well,and helpe both body and fpirit.. Ac ether 
times , {one other releaſes of labour,fuch as occaſion offers 
in many kindes, either neerer hand , or further off, eft 
one, eft another, may cauſe her to returne to that ſer- 
vice with alacrity , which elſe ſhe ſhould attend with an 
unequall mind. 

Seventhly,connive and conceale with wiſdome thoſe in« 
vincible dete&s, ignorances , 'yca though it be uncapable- 
nefle, which either the frailty of her ſex, or the ſpeciall 
frame of her minde, or perhaps the inexperience of ene un- 
trained inſome bnfineſſe,may produce. A Camell cannot ge 
through a necdlcs cies Accoaling to her ſtrength, ſo.is = : 

| ke 
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looke for no deed, beyond power , nor wiſdome above ca- 
pacity. Oppoſe unto her invincible blemiſhes , herincom- 
__ aces: Whichno art , nor nature can attaine ; no 

eſh and blood can teach. Satisfie not, neither pardon thy 
felf,till that honour which thine heart can freely give her for 


that which is pretious in her, make thee impotent to diſpa- * 


rage her for her;infirmities. Though perhaps others would 
note them, yetits thy beſt art to ide them. Remember this, 
pakegs, even thy wives defets nay make for thy contents. 

flhe were a more compleat woman, ſhe would tinde more 
work to be humble; and in ſome of her abilities, might pet- 
haps give thee occaſion of leſs patience. Here now is the tri- 
all of giving honour to the weaker ſex;becauſe God wil have 
it {o. Difſemble what thou canſt not amend : Ofttimes , her 
ſudden treafacs , or impatience come not ſo much from her 
ſlfe, as from oppreſſion of mind , faintneſſe of ſpirits and 
much employment. Encounter her not with ike paſſion, 
leſt God ſhew thee thy folly, ere thou die, in another 
more unwelcome glaſſe. Many a fooliſh husband hath « 
froward wife, becauſe he will have one, hath not the wit to 
have any other, any better. What an honour were it to thy 
wiſdome to beare with her confeſſed weaknefle ? as going 
backward with Shem and faphet to cover that from the cics 
of others, which thy ſelfe art ſorry to ſee. Perhaps ſome 0+ 
ther of her qualities have not a little graced thee, cover 
therefore the reſt with the mantle of thy wiſedome. And fo 
perhaps, with that painter, by veiling a blemiſh in the face, 
which he was loth to exprefle , thou ſhalt adde to her beau- 
ty, to thy owne honour. When her paſſion ſhall be over, 
and her error _ will more diſlike her ſclfe through thy 
concealing of her wants, then thou canlt diſlike her for be- 


traying thy credit. 


Eightly, commend her vertues, without fooliſh flattery : Branch 8. 
not as a man, Who therfore markes them,that he might praiſe Commend 
them, ( which is ba nefle ) but therefore commends them, her vertues. 


becauſe tendernefle will not ſuffer thee to ſmoother them. 
Grace can no more be coverd, then a blemiſh : both are as 


oyle inthe hand, Inward gifts, outward parts and perfor- 
KKk mances 
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mances cannot but delight thy mind , and ſenſes : let both 
in their ſeaſon, for her encouragement, breake out from 
thee, by a tender, loving acknowledgement. But as for up- 
brayding her before others, or traducing her in thefami- 
ly by open reproofes , odious compariſons, anſavory im- 
utations; abhorre it. Knowing that all thine and her skill, 
15 little enough to keep her from contempt of interiors : but 
ifthy concempt be addedto the reſt , it will makea breach, 
not to be repaired. : 
Ninthly, allow her all needfull, and ſome complementall 
charges and ſupplies : let her have for comfort , as well as 
neceſlity ; conſidering how ſoone thy ſelte wouldit repine, 
if God ſhould ftraiten thee with the onely neceſlaries , 
bur not the overplus of Marriage comforts. Its not onely 
thankfulnefſe to her, but to God allo, to rezoice in ſeeing 
thy wife walke and demecane her ſelte cheartully , in the uſe 
of that liberall allowance, which thy tender keart canbe- 
teame her. I doe not here bid thee put the bridle out of 
thine owne hand , yeelding to her the ſtroake of chuling to 
her ſelfe the faſhions, attire, company,and expences, which 
ſhe pleaſerh, fuch as fute not with thy place, and {ober con- 
tent : ( foralas 1. what poore thanke ſhould a woman give 
her haband,for making her as proud as the worſt) but I fay, 
furniſh: ker with ſuch conveniences as thine own judgment 
and re{pe thinkes meet for her, and her ſober mind and de- 
fires affet. M.{a/vin,a man otherwiſe of ſomewhat a reti- 
red and auſtere diſpoſition, yet being married,perceived that 
there be in women, (as he prettily cals them) many tolerable 
follies and toyith vanities,which a tender husband ſhould do 
better to overſee then denie her. He that wil needs wring his 
noſe too hard,will draw forth blood,and there is a geniall lis 
berty to be permitted to a womans hberties, companies,mers 
riments,toics and trinkets, which the gravity of on hasband 
ſhould ſhame it ſclfe in peering into. Many trifles they affet 
for their children (of that ſex eſpecially )many complements 
about themſelves,ſorne rearedges to beitow upon the meet- 
ings and lawfall merriments-of their kind , which it were a 
poore thing for an husband curiouſly ts enquire after : and 
his 
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hiswiſedome to betruſt her with,as knowing,ſhee knoweth 


how to uſe them. (Perhaps the French exceeded the Engliſh - 


in theſe)But let this bee the rule, Better in ſuch a caſe,wherin 
the ſpirit of a wife takes content,to be rather indulgent, then 
too ſtri; fo long as the maine Canon of Modelty , thrift and 
deceny,bee not tranſgreſled. 

Laſtly,fince rules in ſuch caſes can hardly bee given,ther- 
fore as the morall Philoſopher biddes,do in this caſe,as Ten- 


Branch. o. 
Fe pcective. 


dernes and a Reſpective heart would advize. Thats ever the ne({« mult be 
belt counſcllor.Rememder,thou ſeeklt the honor of thy Mar- the Counſcls 


r.age.Wherctore,whatſeover elſe is meet, loving,mercitull, lor. 


tortearing and tender, as thou expeReltprayſe, honor,or re- 
quitall, enfue it: give no way to ſtri& , unveteaming, violent 
waycs, He that handles a Chriſtall or Venice glaſle harſhly, 
deſerves to repent him for breaking that, which letght and 
tenderneſſe might have ſaved. Precedencie inſitting 18 gran- 
ted by an nationall cuſtome tothe {exe of women: by which, 
all other priviledges of giving honor and content to the 
weaker veſſel,are intimated. A wile reſigning up to her cu- 
ſtodic of things within, jewels,plate,and things of price,tru- 
ſting her fidelity,and aſcribing to her wiſedome the overlee- 
mg and menaging of domeſticall affaires incident to huf- 
wifery,without narrow,ſ{uſpicious inquiry after the expence 
therof,not diſtrufting skill or faytbfulnes : & ſo in like caies. 
And thus much be ſayd in particular , forthe anſwer to this 
queſtion, wherin this Tendernes conſiſts, 

That which I have ſayd in Dorine ,may ſerve foruſe 


and all: fave thatits true which Sa/omon ſpeaks, Bray a foole T., _ &, 
in a mortar, with a peſtill, yet, will not tus folly depart from baſe Nabals, 
him. So I fay,a churliſh,a froward,loutiſh and ungeniall hus- and a deſcr'p. 
band, will cither ſee no error at all, in bimſelfe, by al that I ©192 of fuck, 


have ſayd,or hold his own nevertheleſle. I have ſeen an evill 
under the ſun, Naba/ married to an Abigail, a tender ſweet 
companio,worthie of ſuch an busband as her husband him- 
ſelf isunworthieto wayte upon:yet ſo farre is he from retur- 
ning to her like for like,that rather the grace of the wife is a 
continual upbraydingtothe hnsbandscurriſhnes;occalioning 


to his implacablc ſpirit ſo much the more infolencyto infalt 
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over her, and to tread her under his feere. What ſand isſo 


weighty'to the ſhoulders, as fuch a foole to a worthie wife? 
well worthy after her death and lofſe , to meete withlettuce 
fit for his lips, I meane with ſuch a contentions Zippora, as 
might outſhoote ſuch a Dey il in his owne bow. What one 
grace of a thouſand doth ſuch a block behold Jin his ver- 
tuous wite? when did he ever feele himſelfburne if ſhee were 
weake ? What afflition of body or mynde coulde he ever 
fynd 1n his heart to condole for his wife? What one kid gave 
he at any time to her out of his flocke,ortwelve pence out of 
his purſe,to make merry withall? what one lap ef his garment 
did he ever ſpread over her ! Or what, I ſay not blaſt of cold 
wind,but lad crofle did he ever keep in tenderneſle from her? 
himſclte being both a nipping Eaſt wind to blait her hopes, 
and a perpetuall drepping , to dwell with ? Many an in- 
famy and blot hath he ſuffred to light upon her head, 
though he needed not , ; himſclfe being the upſhot of alll Oh 
the ſnarcs which ſuch unnaturall wretches bring upon inno» 
cent women,but caſe them of none 1Oh the narrow eye they 
carry over them, watching themas the Cat the mouſe,from 
either good Sermon hearing , loving f tends, frequenting 
abroad, or Chriſtian company at hayge ! Stripping their bo- 
dies of good clothes,their purſes of meny,their hearts of de» 
light, their ſoules of grace (as much as in them lies,) if grace 
were not paſt their reach to rob them of 1 what one peny 
ever gave they them foc good uſe? If they knew of any,who 
Mould endure the tempeſt of their violence, they will ſee 
their owne turnes ſerved to the uttermoſt: But as for caſi 
them of their burdens or being drawne to reſigne up their 
luſts and looſe liberties,to zoine with their wives,in the bur- 
den of houſe governwent:thoſe Iſraclitiſh bondmen were as 
eod complayne to Pharao, or thoſe other ſubjeRs to Kehoe 
| m—_ they to their husbands,for their tale of bricke ſhould 
be but multiplyed,& their fingers ſhould proove heavier the 
theirloyns before. might be cndleſle: But, blame onlythe 
faulty,tor I know(and God forbid elſe )all are not alike. Ma- 
ny,not onely irreligious, but meerly civil ignorant ones, have 
had tender, melting hearts totheir wyves ; ſounnaturall 
wretches 
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wretches, arc all unmercifull, reſpeRleſſe hugbands in this 
kynd , even bred upon the reckes , and nurſed up by Tygres, 
yea fiendes in the ikeneſſe of men. Let them alonez but O 
thou woman that feareſt God , perſiſt nevertheleſſe in thy 
uprightnefſe 1 ſerve God not man, and vile man for Gods 
ſake ?do net repent thee of thy goodnefſe , give thy worke 
to God,8& {till keape up hot coales upon the head of the Bar- 
barous,it they melt not they ſhal burne to hel,& bear a while, 
he that commeth,” will come,& not tarry,cauſing thy light to 
breake gut as the morning and thy Righteouſnes as the 
noone day. He ſhal plead the cauſe of the deſpiſed wife,and 
quit ker of her adverſary: bringing his wickednes upon his 
owne pate. And of this third ſeverall duty of giving honor, 
and ſo of all the three,thus much be ſpoken. 


Cnay, XIII 
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Ana firſt of her Subje:0n to 
ber hnsband. 


T is high time now, having diſpatched the husbands duties, The ſpeciall 


to proceed to the next byanch in whichthe preſerving 
of Matrimoniall Honor conſiſts, to wit,the peculiar duties 0 
the wife to the husband. Elſe I know husbands would taxe 
mee for partiality: and I confeſſe, as I have no cauſe ts con- 
ceale the priviledges ofthe geod wife from her husband, ſo 
neither muſt I withhold from her the knowledge of her otfi- 
ces and ſervices towards him. The firſt and maine wherof, 
comprehending all the reft,is ſubjeAion to her husband: the 
ſecond is helpfalnes: & the third Gracefulnes. By her fubje- 
Qion ſhe an{wers his underſtanding: By her helptulneſle,ſhe 
equals his providence , by her gracctulnefſe ſhe ſupplies his 
tender reſpeRivencſſe:in a word,ſhe anſwers him(as face to 
facein waterYſo ſhee in marriage ſervice with all correſpon- 


dence. Elſe how ſhall the relation hold firme and entire? The 5rfl Du: 
Fult then of the tuſt; Thus duty then of ſubjeRion * is the of the wife, 
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Eſter.1,24, 
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Realons.1 
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{aith,he that can rule his tangne,is a perfe&t man, & can rule 
his whole converſation:ſo,ſhee who hath learned to be ſub- 
je& (tor as Paw Philip. 4.is not aſhamed to fay of that grace 
of contentation , that he had learned it, fo may the woman 
ſay of this )is a perfeRt yoman. That,which was wont to be 
faid of prounciation in Rhetorique , and of humility, in 
Divinity , that may be ſaid of Subjeion in this buſinefſe of 
the wife, Its breadth, and length, it fills up all , yea, itsall in 
all the whole duty of the woma:all other ſticke at this,grant 
this,and all other follow of themſelves.Now then,this great 
dune of fubje&ion, ({o muck cavild at by the Rebellions, & 
{o much honored by the dutifull and loyall wife ) mult 
havea good foundation , both for th? convincement 
of the bad, and for the encouragement of the good. The 
warrant then of this duty ſtands not in the opinion, 
choiſe or will of man, or fleſh, no nor of nations , be- 

cauſe the world will haveit ſo. (for there is a world/of wo- 

men to gainſay as well as of mento alledge it. ) Butitis a 

firmelaw, from the will of the firſt ordeyner ; becauſe God 

will haveitſo. That very ſtri& Imperiall Edit of 4haſone- 

roſh, that, Every man ſhould bear rule in his 'owne houſe, 

proceeded in a fort from a diſcontent with Yaſ#ts, 8 a deſire 

to be revenged forthe diſhonor offred eAhaſanereſs her hus- 

band,and for prevention of the like, tor time to come: But if 
all this ſtreame of Anthority had not met with another more 

{trong one of divine Ordinance, alas it had beeneno more 

terror to the ſexe of women , then ſwordes and ſpears to the 

Whales skin, even as ftubble and rotten wood. No, ne,its an 
inſt11& put into the = of the woman , principling and 

convincing her underftanding, will and affe&ions,viz. The 

great God of heaven and earth will have it ſo. 

Wherof two reaſons nay be given: the one from the law 
of creatto; the 0: her from the law of Penalty,following diſ- 
obedience. Forthe firſt, The man(we know) was firſt crea» 
red,as a perfect Creature , and not the woman with him at 

4 {ame iniiant , as we know both ſexes of all other Crea- 

1 Te cant emporny: not fo here. Butatter his conſti- 

tution 
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tution and frame ended,then was ſhe thought of. Secondly, 
ſhe was not made of the ſame matter with the man equally ; 
but ſhe was made and framed of the man, by a rib take: 
from the man,and being formed by God,into a woman, was 
brought unto the man . And thirdly , ſhe was made for the 
mis uſe and benefit,as a meet helper,when no other creature 
beſides her was not able to do tt. Three weighty reaſons 
and grounds of the womans ſubjeftion to the mari: and that, 
« from the purpoſe of the Creator ; who elfe might have done 
otherwiſe, that is, yeelded to the woman cocquall begin- 
ning , ſameneſle of generation, or relation of uſctalnefſe : 
For , he might have made her without any ſuch precedency 
of matter, without any dependancie upon him , and equally 
for her good, as for his. All ſhew a kinde of ennobling the 
mans ſexe, and denying of her to him,as the head, and more 
excellent : not that the man might upbraid her , but that 
ſhe might in all theſe , read herleflon of ſubjetion. For 0- 
therwiſe,its alſo true, that neither the man without the wo- 


1 Cor.11.8.g, 


man, nor ſhe without him,but both in the Lord. And doubt- Mal, z, 1g. 


lefle as Malachi ſpeaks, herein is wifſedome, for God was full 
of ſpirit ; and hath left nothing after him, to be bettered by 
our invention. 


The fecond warrant hereof is penall, andyet ſo much , 


Rea. 2, 


rom ihe Pe. 


the ſtronglier tying the woman, being now ina fallen con» q,1:y of cifo- 
dition. For this is ſure , that ( notwithſtanding all I have bedicuce. 


faid-) yet the woman- being ſo createdbby God inthe inte- 
grity of nature had a moſt divine honour and partnerſhip 
of his image,put upon her in her creation : yea ſuch as (with- 
out prejudice of thoſe three reſpeRs ) might have held full 
and ſweet correſpondence with her husband. But, her fin 
ſtill augmented her incquality, and brought her lower and 
lower in her prerogative. For, fiace ſhe would takeupon 
her as a woman without reſpe to the order, dependance , 
and uſe of her creation, to enterpriſe ſo ſad a bufineſſe, as to 
Jangle and demurre with the divell about ſo waighty a point 
as her husbands freehold , and of her owne braine to lay 
him and it under foot , without the leaſt parlee and conſent 
of bis: Obcyiog Satan beforc him, nay Ged himſelfe ; fo 

that , 
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that, till ſhe had put all beyond queſtion x and paſt amend- 
ment , and eaten , ſhe brought not the fruit to him to eate , 
and ſo, became a divellto tempt him to cate ; therefore the 
Gea. 3. 26, Lord ſtrips her ofthis robe of her honour, accurſing her with 
this penalty , that her appetite ſhould bee to her busband. 
Which law is not as the law of the Medes and Perfians,(for 
that muſt alter ) but a Law which breda Law , an inſtiat 
of unequall inferiority, and ſmote into the heart of Eve , a 
falling frem her ſtation , and ſubjeed her to her husband. 
This appetite here ſpoken of, not onely meaning her weak- 
neſſe of deſire tor ſome ſpeciall end,as benevolence,reſpet, 
or the like ; but the totall ſubduing of the bent of her ſpirit 
to him, not thinking her ſubſiſting enough without him, but 
a confeſſed yeelding up of her inſufficient ſelfe ( and that 
after a penall ſort) to depend wholy upon him. A juſt hand 
of God upon her,that ſhe who would be Paramount as a La- 
dy above him, in ſinning : ſhould bee fetcht downe to a ſpi- 
rit of feare and ſubjecionunder him whom the had ſo baſe- 


— 


| — 


| 
4 
ly diſhonored. 
rooſes, And from this roote comes that of the Apoſtle, that the [ 
2 Tr, to £2 woman'/inn'd, and not the man, ( meaning, not tirſt ) ſhe j 
was in the tranſgrefſlion:and what then? Therfore lether be h 
x Cor. 11.7- ſybjet. Read the place. The man is the glory of Gad , but ba 
the woman of the man : Therfore ſhe ought to have power re 
on her head,in token of ſfubjetion and modeſty. And againe, uf 
I permit not the woman to uſurp authority over the man,but re 
ws.” be in fubjeqion. And Saint Peter, let the women be pon 
1 et, 3+ je&to their owne husbands, leſt the word be evill ſpoken tur 
Epheſ..5.21 of, And to the Epheſians. Wives ſubmit your ſelves to your p 
husbands, as to your head : for he is as Chriſt to the Church, the 
2 Pcr,"3.5+6. the ſaviour of his body. So Petey addes, As thoſe holy women but 
formerly were inſu>jeftion to their husbanis: Sara by name wh 
to Abraham, calling him Lord : By all theſe arguments theſe os 
two Apoſtles ( not the one who was married , but the 0- wk 
ther unmarried ) doe conclude the woman underſubjeRion; an 
that without grudging, ſhe might reſigne up her ſelte (un- So 1 
dcr God ) to her husband. And doubtleſle, if it be asked,by (af 
what commandement this ſubjeRion of the wife ſtands in the 


force, 
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force, its doubtlefſe by the vertue of that fifth , which im- 

poſcs obedience upon interiors to their ſuperiors ( although 

indivers degrees) with an implied penalty of diſobedience. 

And queſtionlefſe, if looke no further , then the finne and 

curſe it ſelfe, in theletter therof, there is ne leſſe threatnedto 

the woman then ſuch a ſubjeRion tothe man, as had paine 

andirking annexed unto it. Even as that other penalty allo __ 
annexed untvit,of breeding and travallegextendes to a mer- 

tall paine-and pinch , as conſidercd in it felfe. In it ſelfe I 

fay ; for notwithſtanding allthis, the Lord our mercifull and 

indulgent father, in and through the mediation of Chriſt , 

hath in great favour afſwaged and releaſed the rigor and 

meaſure af theſe penalties , Ihave clſe where treated here- 

of. Ifthe common favour of Chriſt our Redeemer, had not "DP 
caſed whole mankind from the excefſe of all ſorts of penal- ,.,, 7 
ties, what were the life of man, but deſolation and muſery ? cle. 

But in meer pity to the accurſed creature, weltring ynder her 
puniſhment,as a man wounded lies wallowing jn his blood, 

the Lord Ieſus hath brought things, toa Reconcilement , 

both in heaven and carth. So, that the heavens heare the 

earth,the carth the creatures,and they man: who elſe ſhould ©2!9!: 1. 30, 
{ubfiſt, -,.Ifrhe Oxe, Horſe, Aﬀe, and other beaſts, which by Hol. 1. 24.24, 
mans ſigne are of ſubjects, turn'd rebels again} him,and be» 

reft him of his Loxdſhip , were not againe retraRted to ſome 

uſeful ſubjeftion, who ſhould come neer them? But now their 

rebel.ion to us is mederated, and a ſhaddow of our Lord(hip 

ever them reſtored,not ta the godly only,butwholy to the 114 

ture of man;by whoſe induſtry,the wildeſt aretamed.Ifay,by 4,1, 
a-common fruit of the luperabounging merit of Chriſt-Suchis 1e&eg att 
the releaſe of this penalty of women: for though for their a- things both in 
uſing the end of thek creation by hurting & deſtroying him, \caven and 
wholChel ers.they were created to bezthe Lord abaſed them © oy 

to 8 law degree of jnferiority.co-the man, and that jultly : 5.11, 
yet through Cliche, cxtrenuly is diſpenced with, and re» 
duced to a tolerable mediocrity. for the caſe of womanking, 

So that God can make that a royall and honorable equality 

(aftcr a ſort)whichſin made 3 yqak of tediqusſlavery.Bur ta 

. the 'EleR its tar better ; Notwhſtandiog through exring 
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nes,and modeſty: that is;her curſe becomes a bleſſed occ4 
on of alvation. 'S6'it! this point of ſubjeRion:itbecomes an 
wholeſome meane ro-hamvle the fouls ander the mighty 
hand of God, and the guilt of her nature, and fo to drive her 
to Chriſt. And not ſo alone,but is a contintall holder downe 
of her ſoule under ſabjefion to God , inthe' courſe of het 
converſation. And both mike her in thisreli gious awe and 
ſubjeRion to her-husband;'ſo mich the more pretious in the 
eye of God, ind all that know her. Lo a penalty made an or- 
nannt,very highly efteem'd ofGod. And as for thoſe wome, 
who feare notGod,yet this indulgthee of providence,ifitbe 
not a meane to breake their hearts;xnd to ſeeke further to get 
a part in Chriſts pecotiar r&detaption of the Ele: it fhalbe 
( foubrleſſe)a double aggravating of their condemnation. 
Now for the third reaſon of the point, why the woman 
ſhould for her part doe'to the nttermoſt to grace & improve 
the married condition, by beeing ſubje& to herhusband, ap- 
cares by this,that by ſubjeAions ſhe preferves the honar of 
bo marrage in the integrity therof.She is called the crowne 
of her husband.TheCrowneRoyall we know,is a rich thing, 
and richly peſet:all to honour a true King,wher its ſet upsn 
his head in his coronation,before all the pzople; Bur a wb- 
mai inade of ſubjeion , iSof a farre more pretious frame 
and mettall then a Crowne, or any thing which goesto it: 
and becing ſet upon the head of her hasband, honoreth hum, 
not onely inthe ca of his marriage, but all his life long , iri 
the eyes of all that behold her.No crowne glads the heart of 
a King,ſo as ſhce makes glad the heart of her hasband. ' He 
is her King and Lord, though he ſhould want this Crowne; 
for 1ts not x wives rebellion, which can deveſt him of his 
authority,andhenor,in point of right:he may he a poore pit- 
ryed King,for lacke of this Clowne,but jn nght,he is a King 
everthelefſe: having his Crowne deteined by violence from 
titm,and woe to them that deteyne the Crowne from the na- 
turallPrince;expoſing the perſon of ſoſacred an one(whom 
Cod hath made honorable ) to reproach and diſhonor ; So 
here, ' God ill revenge it; and make her chackath kept it 
: | | backes 
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backe ,to rue it, and to pay full deerly for her preſumption. 
But when this Crowne is added to the heade of a lawful 
_—_ is his honor made up ta the full; & ſuch honor is a 
wife ſubje& to her husband. Not as aCrown abeve but upon 
his head: her honor is not in being aCrowne aloft,but upo & 
for the husband;She is no Crowne of her ſelfe, but in reſpe&t 
of him whom (he honars:receving back as much honor trom 
that head which ſhe Crowns,as ſhe affoards unto it.Neither, 
is the honor of ſuch a marriage betweene themſel.alone,(for 
honoris rather in the power of the honorer , then the hono- 


. 


red ) but alſo it reacheth to many others ; we {ee it in Ruth Ruth 3.41, 


marricd toZeaz.All the children of my people, knoweth thee 
to bee a vertuous woman, and himan happy husband in her, 
praying for them (as indeed it fell out ) thatthey might do 
well in Ephratha, & be famous in Bethlem, How can a mar- 
riage betweene an underſtanding head and a ſubje wife, 
chuſe but be honorable? who can ſmoother the honor of ſuch 
Couples, or judge whether of the two, is more ſuccesfull in 
either ? or who wiſheth not, it were his owne caſe, or the 
caſe ef any whom he loveth,tabe married toa wite fo quali» 
fied ? And well they may; for as it is rare to meete with ſuch 
couples, ſo, the Commodity whichthey procure cach to 
other,excecdes all commendation. All this confidered,a'wo- 
man ſhould be much too blame to deſert her duty inthis caſe, 
and to lay the henour of her Marriage in the duſt. 


What is thenthis ſubje<&tion, and wherin ſtandes it ? For g 4,;..a;4 
the former I ſay its ſuch a convincement of ſpirit in the wo- wan it i«) 


man touching the equity of Gods ordinance, ( and her Pe- 
nalty in ſpeciall:)as cauſeth,both a falling downe of heart in 
humility to God, and her busband ; and m her converſation 
to acknowledge& praQtize all fuch reverence,as becometh 
her head. By this deicription,it may appearcegin what particu- 
lars this ſubjeRion ſtandes:ro-wit, cheefly in the ſpirit of the 


wife,and nextly in her demeanure , The former is that ſame, Sabjettion 
wherof'St, Peter ſpeakes of, The meeknes of the kidde man of :wo-fold, 
the heart,of an incerrupt and quiet ſpirit, which with God.js « Pcr.y 4, 


mach fet by. He meaneth aninward principle of ſubjection of 
the heatt, whichis firſt given uþ Eg of ſelfe un 
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Pride,(the ſeede ofunſubjeRtion) and then tothe husband, 
for his ſake; Althougha woman. have all outward aceom- 

liſhments this way , yet , if her outward fubzeRion begins 
before her inward (as many womens doth) it will vanith at 
laſt, as a lampe forlacke of oile. No framing of a woman,by 
moſt exquiſite education , outward forming of the bodice to 
delicate behavior and ſemblance of ſabjetion, can com- 
paſſe this,no more then an _ can attaine the qualification 
of Reaſon. Ne artificiall reſpeRiveneſle of the eye,the cur- 
tefie of body , the ſilence or compoſure of the tongue,or the 
like,can ſecure an husband of ſubjeRion,except all theſe be 


ated from an heart of ſubjeRion,through the conſcience of 


the duty. But,if the principle be ſound,and an heart fearing 
God,awed bya command,ifſuing tro Chriſt his love & a wil- 
ling mind,not from neceſfity,credit, or reſtreint (which will 
go farre,8& make a greatſhew)then 1s this duty well planted, 
& wil endure. What is al that Aieolls bewitching love toDa- 
vid, (which forced him to ſende for her lon os her ſepa- 
ration ) to that one baſeneſle , That ſhee delpiſed him in her 
heart? The woman then, myſt ſet up her husband there,and 
fhrine himin the ſecret of her heart; and then,all her exter- 
nallſubjeQion will owe ſweetly, fully,conſtantly, without 
grudging,and fit comely as a garment-fit for the body. 

But,it wilbe objzeRed , There is norule {o generall, but it 
admits exception. Women confeſle , that, as the caſe may 
ſtand,and as the husband may deſerve by his great learning, 
wiſedome, gifts, grace, art , experience, or like abilities, 
ſome woman might be content to reſigne up her ſelfe to her 
husband,and be {abje& to him,asto her head. But,as for or- 
dinary husbands , whoſe deſerts are ſmall , and their defeRts 
great, ( perhaps in ſome, or in moſt reſpefts mentioned ) it 
would prove an hard taske for a woman ſo farre to deny her 
ſelfe,as to be ſubjet. Te which I anſwere, God is not the 
God of confuſion; he puts this burden of fubjefion upon no 
woman, who takes not the yoke of marriage upon her ſelfe; 
which the Lord doth force upon none , but allowes each 


_ = by woman, to be her owne Refuſer, and to chuſe for her ſclte 
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(if ſhe can) ſack a,manzas ſhe can yeeld ſabzeRion —_ 
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the excellencie of Gods image Which ſhee beholdes in him. 


And there 1s no more then needes,in this caution,te prevent 

that baſe and carnall diſdaine, which elſe might ariſc in her 

heart,againſt her husband, to wit, when ſhe all meet with 

an objed of diſhonor , and find little to provoke due reſet 

tewardes him: I ſay,the Lord, who knowes, that the ſpirit 
chat 15 in man luſts after envie and ſcorne , woull have this 
diſeaſe prevented to the uttermoſt , that ſo ſubje&ion might 
ſceme not to come from neceſſity, but from free will. But 
yet,ſtill 1 fay , if a woman will balke ſuch a command, and, 
cither out of a preſent humor, or out of a carnall conceit (at 
firſt) that ſhee canlead and rule a ſimple manat her pleaſure 
( which after ſhee findes an harder Theme then ſhe wiſt ) 
ſhall ſnare her ſe}fe with ſuch an husband as ſhee cannot 
deeme worthy of the honor of her heart : in this caſe, I will 
wonder that ſhee would ſnare her ſelfe with ſuch a one: but 
being maried to her,l will preſſe up0 her,the like duty of ſub- 
jeRion,as if he were the moſt complete husband of a thou- 
fand : like (I ſay)for kind , although not for meaſure. For, 
tell mee, poore woman, who thus cavilleſt , what is it, 
which God hath aym'd at inthis Ordinance ? at thine owne 
endes, or his owne? and thy husbands ? Art thou, fo fimple, 
as to imagine, when God hath impoſed a yoke upen thee,to 
tame thy Rebellion; that he will (at thy inſtance) turne it to 
a Contentment of thy ſelflove? what ſingular thing doſt thou 
inſubmitting thy ſelfe to excellencies and parts in an hus- 
band?Isit not for thy felfel And who ſhall fiade out ſuch an 
husband for thee , wkem thon maylt not except againlt, as 
defeRive in ſome kynd or other? Know then,that God hath 
ordeyned ſubjeftion to an husband , as an husband , bee he 
what he may (he is ſuch an one as thou haſt thought fit)and 
therfore one whom God hath thought fit to receiv: thy 
ſabjeRion. If he have but indifferent parts,and abilities, and 
not many mens gifts united 1n one,then confider, he hath but 
the defeats of one. And who art thou, O woman, haſt thou 
the perfeRtions of many women ? Therfore looke upon 
thine ownedefeRs,and thy husbands wilbe overſcene.Count 
thine owne parts but ordinary , and thine husbands will be 
LI 3 tolcrable 
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tolerable. Enlarge his a little,and diminiſh thine owne, and 
{o thou ſhalt meet in the hatfe way,and make ſome equality, 
But howſoever, God hath ſet thee in place of ſubjeRion, 
howlſoever : eyther to a man of worth, for his defert,or to a 
man worthlfle, for conſcience fake, and for the ſake of hin 
who hath ſubj<&ed thee. If thou obey for a Command fake, 
there is thanke, or if not, then for neceſflity fake , and wo to 
thee in bothreſpes, if thou be not ſubjek, A Miniſter is 
commanded to preach and watch for Conſciencefſake , not 
for living, or by . Reſpets : A ſubjeR hath not that name 
for that he obeyes thoſe Lawes of his Prince which 
pleaſe him , but becauſe his Prince Commandes, ex- 
cept he will endurethe penalties annexed : If then either a 
Miniſter,or Subje& will looke at God, whether gayne or na 
gaine,whether good Prince or unjuſt, and obey, orels woe 
to both : then looke alſo thou woman at the bare command 
of God;diſpence not thou where God doth not, The ſame 
ower thatis in Commanding all to obey their Parents, for. 
bidding all to worſhip Idols, to commit facriledge ; that 
ſame I ſay chargeth all wives bc fubje&, forbiddeth them 
Rebellion, 
Exccpio's iv Now yet TI will nat deny, but there is an exception to 
ſome cies 2. ſome kind of ſubje&ion, It thy husband ſtretch his authori- 
yah oh % ty beyond Gods bounds then and onely then, thou art pers 
; ict. __ mittedto reſtraine thy ſabjeion in that kind, with yeel- 
ding areaſon, It was not the ſinne of Vadri, ( as1 take it ) 
In caſe of un that ſhe offered not her beauty and perſon, to a vainglorious 
[awſull coim- oftentation before the multitude ; for, that might have been 
mands, a ſnareto her as it was to others : but that ſhe ſubjeRed not 
her ſetfe ſo farre, as was meet, togoe to the King, and to 
acknowledge his Soveraignty in all lawfull, meet things, to 
give a modeſt reaſon of her refuſall, promiſing to ſubmit her 
{clfc in all other. Even fo here. Though the wife bee tied , 
both in all direft charges of God , and inall other which re- 
pugne not , I mcane in _ pure, comely, and good re 
port ; yet if her husdand will try her in the contrary , ſhee 
mult 1n all humble modeſty refuſe, and ſay , whether it bee 
mect herem to obey God or you, judge yeee So that, herein 


there 
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there muſt be wiſe caution uſed, that neither ſhe ſtreighten 
her husbands power, nor yet enlarge her husbandstyrannie , 
ot- her obedience to it. For (to digrefle a little ) not only the 
husband may preſſe the ſubjeion of a wife in things arbi- 
trary,but even in the omiſſion of ſome commands. An exam= 
ple of both wil cleer it.T wo faſhions of Apparrel are offered 
to a woman, equally decent and modeſt ; ſhe inclines to the 
one, he to the other. It were his diſcrefion herein , to yeeld 
to her, the choice of her faſhion : howbeit, if he will hear- 
ken'te no reaſon, but urge upon her his faſhion , ſhe mult be 
obedicnt and denie her owne, for conſcience ſake. Againe, 
ut caſe the husband requires his wife at ſuch a time, to for- 
Lens the hearing of a good ſermon, and to heare another 
at another congregation ; . or to forfeit the hearing of the 
word , uponſuch a Sabbath day , although in generall hee 
oppoſe neither hearing the word, nor keeping a Sabbath in 
the ſame kind and place; although its true,that the charge of 
hearing and keeping of Sabbaths, is Gods : yet becauſe 
theſe Commands tie not to every time and place , and may 
in ſome caſes be omitted,therefore, let the husband looke to 
himſelfe how ſafely he reſtreines her of her liberty ( leſt 
God curſe his uſurpation ) or otherwiſe ; and ſtand to his 
owne adventures; But fince ſuch a reſtreint may poſſibly be 
lawfull, (though he harſhly conceale it from her) therefore 
ſhee muſt not conteſt nor holde chat with her husband, why 
he requires it , but yeelde for the preſent, and afterwardes 
returne to her liberty againe. But if hereby, he encroach fur- 
ther;to forbid her the Ordinances,ſhee mult difobey. Onely 
in a Caſe of particular abſtinence , ſhe muſt thinke thus, my 
husband ſees cauſe of ſuch a charge,I wilt not deſcant, if he 
fhould offend,yet I will notrebell, ſolong as any good con- 
ſtruction may be made of it,but meckly toope = obey. 1 
might be endleſſe in inſtances ; I deny not,but many a good 
wik miſmateht and put upon ſundry extremirtics, 1s to be 
ittied and praid for : but not therfore to releaſe ker ſelfe 
ſubjeRion and breake all cordes in funder, becauſe un- 
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leaſing tothe fleſh. As St. Peter telles them, They mult , p,,.. 


rive for ſo blamelefſe a converſation , and ſubjeRion to- 
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wardes their husbands, though rade and churliſh , as ma 
cauſe them to magnifie the truth of God, and juſtifie their 
Obedience, and wiſh themfclves in like condition with 
them,inthe day of their viſitation. Looke up therfore to Ged 
& yecld to many unwelcome ſervices(if they be not dire&ly 
ſinfull, but abhorring to have the leaſt tellowſhipwith them, 
as he ſaid, Into their counſcll,let not my foule come.) It thou 
be preſſcd to any baſe thing , which conſcience ſtarts at, as 
to kceepe looſe company, to weare gariſh, apparel,, ta 
traduce the godly, or what elſe ſoever indecent and impure; 
forfeit the lealing of thy hasand on earth,and pleaſe a bet- 
ter in heaven; who will bring forth his doves from the croc« 
ky pots,and that with honor, when they commit themſelves 
to him;in their 1nnocency. Wheras flattering and tempori« 
ſing women, who in ſhew will hold with God, but yet keep 
quarter with ungodly husbands for their own ends ; ſhall at 
laſt be deteRed for hypocrites and rewarded with reproach 
and diſhonor. : 
Futher q ali- I ſhall inſiſt inthe next Chapter in another Exception, 
fication «of the yyhich allowes a Woman ſuch a libertic in Gods matters 
womans Sub- ith her husbandzas to prompt and occaſion unto him Chri- 
Ha ſtianſpeech, good counſell, with modeſtic and in ſeaſon: for 
2. the ſubjeRion we treate of,is not flaviſh but equall & royall 
1n prompting in a ſort, as I have noted ; But to go on: Shee is not fo to be 
the huzband fubjeR asf in all caſcs,ſhe ought alike to ſtand or fall at the 
wo barre and prerogative of her husbands will : Some oaſcs fall 
Courfzll. out betweene themof greater difficulty , doubt and danger, 
then ordinary: ſuch as cxtend to the hazarde of eſtate, chil- 
In caſesof &zf-dren,yea liberty and life it ſelfe, In ſuch caſes, ( if they be 
heulty and but arbitrary) as rewovall from preſent dwelling,upon great 
h-zard, charge and loſſc,or,to places of ull health,illneighbors, with 
loſſe of Goſpell;long voyages by ſcazto remote Plantations, 
or in the ſudden change of Trades, or venturing of a tocke 
upon ſome new proje, lending out,or borrowing of great 
ſums,avoyding of debts,ſcrling of cftate, providing for chil 
dren, coltly buildings, great cnterteyoments beyond ability, 
or ſuch like inſtances, whcrin the woman is like to ſhare as 
deep in the ſorrow , if not more , then the husband ; _—_ 
goo 
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good (hee ſhonld thare in the adviſe, and not be compelled 
to obey perforce. An husband perhaps in ſuch caſes may ne- 
ceſhtate his wite to yeeld, but he doth her the more wrong, 
for God infſuch caſcs leaves her to her freedome. Could a 
Martyr in Queene Arles dayes compell his wife to ſuffer 
inthe ſame caut- with himſelfe , although both were of the 
ſame juigmem? No:for her Conſcience was her owne,and 
his meaſure might(haply )exceed hers , many degrees, both 
in knowledge, faith and Courage. It hath bine by ſome very 
ſtraogely determined, that if an husband be reſolved upon 4 
remote plantation, the wife mult follow, by hand and by 
head. But,under correction its neither ſo nor fo : head(hip is 
net grventhe husband todeltroy , but to helpe and edifye. 
She hath a judgement to informas well as he,& mult ſee her 

oundes cleere as wel as he: the nmlt have leaſure & tyme, 
to deliberate of it, is well as he, till ſhe bereſolved, that ſhe 
may do that in faith, which (hce doth. Therfore(with mode- 
ſty and diſerction) its allowed her to deliberate, to alledge 
her reaſons by her ſclte, or by her friends, ſubmitting them 
to the judgement of witerthen her ſelfe, and as thee thalbe 
calt and adjudged, fo to deny her ſelfe and obey cither way. 
And when Gods will is made knowne, eyther he or ſhee, 
areto reſt, without further diſtempereach with other? Meane 
whule, the husband is not to inſult , threaten , and domineer 
over her as a Lord , who had his wives will captived to his 
owne : neither to deſert and depart from herin a deſperate 
wayzbut by all loving wates tenderly to draw her , and con» 
vince herby the ſtrength ofreaſon, and the bowells of coat- 
paſſion. God fpeakes not now by lively voice from heaven, 
1n ſuch doubtfull caſes, as once he pleaſed todoe intimes 
paſt. Sar« therby knew Gods will in her jorneistoo and fro, 
as well as Abraham,and had his promiſe of proteftion,aſwell 
a$ he: therfore her SubjeRtion ties not women in like adven- 
tures,now,as then. But now doubtfull caſes muſt be ſcanned 
and determined , according to the neereſt that Scripture , ot 
reaſon import : that ſo, her obedience may rather flow from 


canſent,then compuliion. 
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$:bje&ion of tended to doznot ſo properly,as neceflarily,to ſpare my ſelfe 


_ whcr- Jabour in another place: let me now ſound retreat to my rea*; 
muUATEC p 'F- 


ticulars, 


The rt. 


ders thoughts ; and cometo the ſecond branch of my diviſi- 
on,that is,the ſubje&ion of the womans practice. Which,al- 
though it be but a ſhadow without the other ; yet that muſt 
not pals for the whole paiment of the devt;tor,who may not 
fay,their heart is good this way, when as their converſation 
ſhews it not ? But a ſubject heart appeares belt, when a wo- 
man ſfaies little of that which is within,but leaves to them to 
judge, who heare and ſee. Andthis praice of the womans 


In mxccers of fubjeRion;muſt appeare in theſe three particulars,in matrers 


God, 


1 Tim, 2, 21, 
I2. 


of Gods worſhip,in matter of the world,and,in her marriage 
converſe. For the ftir{t, ſhe is with an awful and fngle eje,and 
honouring heart,to behold in her husvand the cifts of God; 
As namely , that ability which God hath given him;to be in 
Gods ſteed unto Her,in all things pertayning unto her ſoule ; 
aSalſo to menage the ſervices of God with her, cither in the 
family or apartzas toregde the word judicioufly,to catechize 
and informe in the grounds of religion diſtin&ly ; to admo» 
niſh the Family,agam®t the ſinnes,and exhort interiors to the 
dutics of thcw order and condition, wite, childrer,fojor- 
ners, ſervants. I ſay,ſhe onght ſo-to obſerve Gods image in 
theſe gifts of her husband,asto feel no {pirit in her to deſpiſe 
him, to gainfay,to comvarezor cenftre them. Yea though her 
own gitts be more then ordinary,yct to: conceale & ſuppreſs 
thera 1athis kind, ( except her husbar;d ſhall at any time de- 
fire to bee partaker therot in private” tor his fpiritnall quick- 
ning, and then with all humble {e}fderuall to impart ber ſelfe 
with him:) and enjoy them to her ſelf in jubje&tion.Note it, 
that the Apoſt.when he is in the mid{t of his orging this duty 
to the wife, then doth he tonch this point,ſaying,letthe.wo- 
man learne in Glence;and,I (ufter not the woman toteach,or 
nſurpe authority over the man,butto be in filence. You mult 
note,that inthis age, the ſparit of God was powred upon all 
fleſh,{o that women as well as men had great gifts of under- 
ſtanding and prophecy vouchlated them: which (no doubt) 
might put them forward to expreſſe themſelves before their 
busbands. Now ,if ſuch women, thea how much more muſt 
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ordinary wome be ſubjeR in this kind to their husbands?Sh 
ought indecd to encourage her hnsbandcordially,to procee 
inſuch a courſe, ſhewing it to bethe joy of her heart, when 
ſhe ſecs him to {ct up God in the family : She istoremore to 
the uttetmoſt,all lets and tops, which might offend;as unſea- 
ſonable attendance upon buſinefſe (which commonly offers 
it ſelfe moſt, when 1t leaſt ould , alſo the complaints and 
trouble of chuldre:with other cccaſions ofthe family,as that 
m_ by her wiſe prevention,be caſt upo other times as wel, 
I fay,ſhe is wiſely to procure the opportunitics of wo: (hip; 
but he is tomenage and performe them ; She being withia 
doorgs , muſt take it jer part to prepare and forelay the fea- 
ſons, for her tusbands better eaſe and content in theſe du- 
gies : a wiſe houlwife will bee alwaies beforehand in her 
bulinefſe, that ſo the houſe may be empty , fiwept, and gar- 
Hiſhed for God to come in. She muſt _— ( as I faid be» 
fore ) to juftle and ſhoulder out the folemne matters of God, 
yea or to Cut them oft by the midile, and contract then, by 
the colourable pretences of other matters. So tedious in ber 
dreſſing and trmming, that a pin nuit not be a\vry., fo lugs 
giſh and lateward in her upriſing, ſo curious about her chil> 
drens addrefſment,ſfo tedious in her manifold proclamations 
and turnagaioes, that it would yrke any Chriſtian hasband 
to ſuſpend Lods worke upon ſuch fooleries, and yet eitherit 
mult be ſo, or worſe. No no, accompt theſe things bables 
in reſpeR of the other ; that one thing neceſary : learne to 
putgrow all ſuch old cuſtomes as baſe,in Gods eſteeme. The 
divell willnever fuffter a woman to want bones to throw 1n 
the way of duty,if he fpic a mind ready toadmit them. If any 
part muſt needs loſe,let the worlds part be the loſer.SubjeAt- 
on tothe husband, will firſt begin with God: ſetting himup, 
and affording him his due.Nothing will moreencourage a re 
ligious husband;to be ſtrit and careful inhis way,then when 
he ſees his wives zeale in this kind:nor more diſmay and en- 
feeble him,then the lacknes and inditferency of the wife,that 
ſhe is 1@ far from forgetting herſelf for God,chat ſhe will not 
rd hum that regard whichlies within her ren expreſſe, 
. But whatthen (will ſome ſay) is the wife then wholy cur 
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ſervice of God 


How far the ' off from the officiating of worſhup,in her family * I anſwer, 
wife may un- ſhe hath a great worke of it, to ſeeke God conftantly by her 
ſelfe apart, at times meet : and , if her family conſilt of her 
owne ſex, ſhe may like Eſter with her owne maides, in the 


abſence of her husband pray with, .and teach her family, and 
children,beſides the private reſpe& ſhe oweth the out of the 
a& of worſhip. But(will ſome ſay )is ſhe ſoſtraighted,that in 
no reſpeQs ſhe may —_ theſe duties in the preſence of 
the other ſex in the family? or of her owne husband , as the 
caſe may require? I anſwer,touching her ſervants the caſe is 
lefſe difficult , being her inferiors as well as her husbands , 
and fo ſhe doing the duty of a Governor to them, ſhe is diſ- 
Charged, HR__ they being unable, ignorant, or unmeet 
to bee ſo occupied, and ready to.pearke up and trample the 
Authority of the woman under feet,by ſuch occaſions. But, 
touching the husband , although the caſe be more difficult , 
yet I doubtnot , but ſhe may alſo before him, aſwellasthe 
other, performe theſe duties, if thefe cautions bee obſerved ; 
For why? ſerving of God init ſelf can hinder no ſubjefion, 
butrather further it,in a lowly and-humble {firir,privy to her 
owne infirmities,onely marke how? Firſt ſhe may attempr it, 
in caſe of utter inſutticiency of parts in her busband,I meane 
knowledge and underſtanding. 2. In caſe of invincible de- 
fects of expreſſion and utterance in the husband.. 3.And 
much more ,. when there is an utter looſenes and careleſnes 
In him to look after it, much more a vicious contempt, 
fo that (as far as lieth in him)the worke were like to be quite 
caſhierd out of the family : 4 If her husband do allow 
her with all cheerfulneſſe, or requeſt her to undertake it,for 
Conſcience,or if not, yet bee content togive way to it upon 


reaſonable termes,of connivence:;yca, though not ſo equall 


"termes, but with ſome lowring,and with breakings out now 
and then, or upbraydings of her; yet not forbidding and op- 


poſing , ſhe muſt rather undergoe ſome brunts for God-and: 
- Her family,and beare them as meckly as ſhee canghen under: 


fach pretence te abandon the duty. Butzif he bee willing,and 
ablc,though perhaps ur-qualified for grace,ſhee muſt nor en+ 
Coach upon the office and difauthorile her husband: _ 
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all ſweete meanes- accepting that whietris , and covering 
defeds, to draw him forward to that which is not, in token 
of an heart truly ſfubje&. * 5. If he(befide, her ableneſle to 
performe it ) bee alſo, qualifted with ſingular moJeſty, and 
humility, awe and reverence, both of God and his Angells, 
and her husband, whofe preſence ſhould alwaies be ſolemne, 
and ballance her ſpirit to ſoberneſle and ſabjeRion. 


band which ſhe deſerveth, ſo that he flights her parts, deſpi- 
fes her graces , and will by no meanesendure her Service in 
this kind ;- the effect isfad,, to behold God caſt out , and the 
family deſerted,and expolſcd to ruine : But her-remedie is,ra- 
ther to mourne in ſecret,and by other wiſedome to feeke the 
relcefe of this burden, then to breake her boundes. On the 
other ſide , if theſe reſpets be obſerved ſhe may.. For the 
Lord ties none ſo ſtrily , that either one muſt do it, to wit, 
the Mr.of the family,or none.. No-notthe Lord knowes;that 
oftentimes he of all other parts of the houſehold, leaſt beſee- 
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Women deni- 


If Goddenie her that intereſt and ReſpeR from her hus- £4 his hiber< 


tie mult be 


pacicat, 


meshis place ; and beſides, if the head of the family himſelfe,, 


even when he isable , yet for reaſons may reſigne up hjs li- 
derty to another, a ranger, who probably may honor God 
and profit the family more,then himſelfe , . (in which caſe to 
ſick to his Priviledge were a ſtgne of pride and ſingularity) 
much more may he (in the caſe otuſuall worſhip, whenthe 
very ſubſtance of worſhip lies ar tbe _— authoriſe the 
woman to performe it. For,although he difſhonor his head- 
ſhip;yet his penance is Juſt, for his fin. Better it is,that he be 
ſhent & ſhamed for his ſin,(cſpecialy himſelf revenging it,) 
then that God ſhould be barred of his due;by both his & her 


withdrawing the duty,& the whole Family wanting the or-. 
dinances. It was Gods Lawe;that,ifthe Servant would wil-- 


kogly abaſe himſelftoflaverie,his eare was to be boared:but p,,4 x. 


his Mr.was not to-loſe his advantage. And the wife is as well 
the Mother,as the man,the father ofthe family:She is a parte 
of the houſcholdes head , as the husband is the- wives head. 
Now if (he be free from the dominion of herhead, then is 
ſhee $he whole head of the family. andreturnes to her pri- 


pikedge:io that Withouz chccke or controll (hee may (being. 
| ” ted; 
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fitted) difcharge the duty : Bat if beeing a widow, ( never 

uſed to it before ) ſhe fiad this new taske to be over tedious. 

to her,then ought ſhe to reſigne it to another,as (if ſhee bee 

of ability,}to one maintcined for that parpole , if not,yet to 

fach a ſervant , as both for parts and humbleneſſe may bee 

meete totake it upon him , wzthout offence : for elſe the re- 

medy may preove worle then the diſeaſe , through his cone 

tempt. It becipg to conteyne a thing within bounds, when 

vs out of his Element: AS touching the kusbands abſence(as 

I have ſaid ) ſhe may doubtiefie more tately performe it 

with the ſexyants,thenfn his preſence. If it ſhould be alled- | 

ged, There be 11 therfamilygluch, as whomihe may refigne 

up the daty unto, both for dexterity and hamility, Ilay little ; 
t 


to thar;for.the pzcleat, fo long, as her gifts, be cqmpetent ſhe 
is tke Govyerneſlezthcy interiors,& the 1ad effects in bold ſerie þ 
vans of this com {£,dothnota litcle dilafiet me;yet Lwill not u 
deny a lawfulne(lt altegether for her to reſigne it, if ſhee be t 
adviſed to jt by themchat give counſel, as wceli as by her h! 
ſclfe.Bur,if ſuch helps faile, what ſhould hfader her from the 6f 
cheerefull and free undertaking of it? And {6 much for this, al 
| 2. Branch * Now ſecondly, ſhece mult allo be tubjeft to him,in matter Va 
Ot practice, of his worldly-e{tate-Shee is not to ſtand upon ſiiffe;ternies, ad 
Mr ot the and (as we fay)upon her pantofles with her hasband,touch- th, 
world. ivg her equality of right to his eſtate, and goods, with him» mm: 
ſelf: For here,tht queltion is not ſo muchvofrght,as Employe fed 
ment : Now ſhe mult not diſtract the common ſtocke from Vet 
| BB her husbands hand,into her ownegto. occupy itat pleaſure,ts Bot 
| diſpence the Charges of the family,as ſhe hiſtes,or purting of the: 
| the Commodity,as well as he:which were to ſeeke a Quar- all t 
termaſterſhip-with him; and to ſeeke a double, not the ſingle don 
wealth of the family jointly.No.Shee muſt know, God is the tupp 
God of order, both in Church and family: ſhe nult_holde ne ban: 
Quarter with her husband in:this buſtnefſe. [Two headesin fopp 
a family confound all : her Providence muit bee underhis, right 
and be directed by his; running io the ſame ſtreame with it, ſome 
zending to one Common wealth, purſe , and gaine, not her their 
owne, but his and the families. I fay , while the busband is catttii 
kunſclfe: tor elſe, hee being dilabled cither/by age, or infur» Ordis 
f . ' »” 
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mities,or ſame ſudden diſtemper by Gods hand, which ſafer 
it not:ſhee 15 to {et to her ſhoulders to the uttermoſt , rather 
then the Kate of the family be perverted. I addeallo, if he 
being a man carried by his inordinate luſts , and feeling him- Limirztions 
felte toſuffer his cate to decay , ſhall vermit her to looke of ſubjcion 
into the affayres of the family , ( there beeing no child nor ' *"'<'y 
ether to be truſted) ſhe may lawfully undertake the Charge, O 
rather than commit the ſhip to wind and wether. Moreover, 

I douvt not but the wite, fo far as ber $&il! rexcheth , becing 

endued with a gift and $killin fome gzltery, which her hus- 

band is not, eſpecially the husband beeing yile and lothfull 

to improove his owne ſ{tocke, or perhaps kaving embeſleled 

it alreadie:may be occupied in that calling of hers: provided 

that ſhe be comprable to her husband , whoſe ſtocke ſhe oc- 

cupies: For, it the occupy a borrewed ſtocke , ſhe is praiſfe- Prov, zz] 
worthie for her induſtrie, but comptable onely to her credi- 

tors: in ſuch a cafe , if ſhe ſhare with him fo farreasto keep 

him frem beggery,its enough, for ſhee aymes at the ſupport 

of ber faraily. One thing more I adde ,} ifthe busband ſhalt 

allow his wife to undertrade with him, that is, fer her owne 

vailesand content to uſe fome petty ſtocke for her oyne 
advantage : fo there ve no prejudice hereby done to her o« 

ther Huſwifery in Manly , nor to her husbands ſtocke , ſhe 

may lawhkiully accept the kindneffe , provided that in the de- 

tet of ker owne $k1Þ , the be guided by hs counſell,to pre- 
ventdammage , and unvrove her gainesto the right endes, 

got the maynteyning of ſin in her-ſelf&;or hers. Bur,ſetting 

theſe and the like limitations aſide , ſhee muſt be wholly in 

all her courſe for him,& his endes; ExyeRting from his wiſe- 

dome and love, ſuch recompence as 1s meet, for her fKoneſt 

fapport and mayntenance.I ananot ignorant, that many hus- 

bands ſome for floth,others:to avoid their wives diſcontents, 

fuppoſing to allay their fiersenefle of fpirit by rehgning their 
right,others, under other color of Miniſteriall, or burden+ 

ſome ſervice,have, and do,put the bridle of providence, into 

| their wyvcs hand : ( and that , when as none of the former 

. cautions do require it: ) but whether this ſwerving fromthe 
Ordinance, hath not weakned their Headfhip , arumatedthe 
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woman to an exceſſe of ſpirits, cauſing that nature which of 
it ſelfe is too forward,to waxe more infolent; let experience 
judge-Inferiority is readie to deſpiſe anthority,if occaſioned: 
jinis out of mealure unbridled : eafiher held off from the oc- 
caſion,then reſtreyned under the occaſion. Beſides,that the 
husbands hand is cut cf, as it were by the wives Mortmayne 
(for many wivespeark up to meddlewith the eſtate,ſuſpeing 
that their husbands are more ready to do good then them- 
ſelves ) from that bounty , which both his place and will 
would admit. ; 
aueſt, - But here likewiſe a queſtionis made, whetherit agree 
May the wo- With the wyves lubz<Rion, to give to good and charitable 
man of her uſes, of her owne accord ? thatis , without the husbands 
ſelfe give o conſent? To whichlI anſwere, That the {eafons of weldoia 
Charitable are to be diſtinguiſhed. Such occaſions there may be offied, 
_ and ſuch neceſhitics may lye upon the Church, and upon the 
members ofit by the rag of unreaſonable enemies, 0pprefſors 
and perſecutors, yea ſach ſtreights may beſet the poore ſer- 
vants ofGod,as may diſcharge the wife t: ordinary ſubjeRti- 
eAnſw. onin this caſe:as in the Martyrs daics(I doubt ncr)that many 
Orcinanly ſhe womeE borrowedleave from heaven to doe good, who it the 
may not. But had (taid while they had leave on carth muſt have wayrted,r1ll 
in lome caſts 11, e;r eyes in their bead had tall out, for ought their husbands 
—_ woulde have yeelded to. They diſpenced therfore with their 
unwillingeeſle in ſuch caſe,8& Jiſpatcht the duty. I leave the 
conſideration of ſuchneceſlitics,to be judged of by the wile, 
eſpecially in theſe our ſad times wherin the afflitions of 
w - Gods Church, are little thought of by the moſt , who drinke 
In pms away and forget, cate andſleep,and {tretch themſelves upon 
Tha, ** their beds, not thinking of the affliction of Toſeph : ſo they 
| fare well whatis it tothem though the Church periſh ? But 
to returne,for an ordinary courſe, ſhe may not put forth her 
hand to give of her husbands eſtate of her owne head , ex- 
cept,firit,ſhe demaund her husbands conſent, which I ſpeak 
becaule ſome women inight have from their husbands,if they 
would aske, but either dittruſt of their owne loſle, or ſcorne 
to give it,except they may giveit with an bigh hand of their 
owne,hunders them. A foule ſhame,for aChruiſktian _ wm 
oul 
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ſkould rejoicein Gods way, and at the largenes of good 
doing,and honoring of God. Secondly,except ſhee hath at 
the firſt made ſome reſervation to her own ſtroake, of ſome 
fuch meanes,as might (without his notice) ſupply ſuch uſes, 
which being done, alchough he ſhould ſcek to infringe that 
grant by after-exceptions,yet ſhee ought not to yeeld to it in 
conſcience, but withlove and modefty , hold her felfe to a- 
greement. But the truth is,mayy women, who have power 
enough to do good , do it not, yet blaming their husband, 
whenas the fin lies upon their one baſe hearts: as alſo many 
who have of their owne todo it, will ſparethemſclves & do 
it of their husbands,who indeed cate ſtollen bread,and drink 
of the waters of a forbidde Ciſterne.Now I mean by Reſer- 
vation,only this,that they have acknowledged nomote eſtate 
to their husban 1s,then they wil yield upon marriage,deficing 
their jointer to be accordiug. 3.ExCept upon the ycelding up 
of their whole eſtate to their husbands hands,they make tuch 
a mutual compa together, that the wite ſhall enjoy ſuch li- 
bertie without jealouſic,aſcribing toher diſcretion in that be- 
half, without jealouſie or grudging. 4+ Except ſhe have allo- 
vrance by her husband to take to her own ule the overplus of 
{uch monys,as aregran:ed for the expences of tae family (t).e 
faithfully providing for it without parſimony, & not defrau- 
ding any of their duc,)for that were to feed others uporapine 
& ftealthyin ſuch caſerhatwhich ſhe ſpares 1s her own: & the 
like is the caſe of ſuch vayles as do by a kinde of cuſtome;if- 
ſae vndoubtedly tothe woman, from her husbands tradi:1g, 
Fifthly,except any thing befall her by Gods oridrnall 
or ſpeciall bequeſt of the deceaſed , wherin her hus:and 
doth, and hath cauſe to allot her a portion, as being derived 
by her Channel unto him. Sixthly,it ſhe doe perceave by his 
behaviour and love , that when ſhe doth any thing in that 
Kinde before his face,he give allowance therto, as a gift mu- 
tually iſſuing from both their conſents, though not named 
pany , yet implicd ſecretly. Andiv a word,except ſhe 
now,that ſuch a pratice of hers wiſely ordered , would no 
whit prejudge her in her husbids thoughts,it be knew it,buc 
be taken by himyas an a&t of Conſcience,not to be oppoſed. 
pe Nn * But 
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But to returve , if none of theſe caſes can be ſafcly allcd- 
ged,it 1s unlawfull for the woman to put forth her hand to 
her husbands eſtate, under any colour whatſoever. As, that 
their eſtate is ( God be thanked ) great enough to admit it : 
that they have ſmall charge , and do little by Conſent , any 
way:or,that her husband is extreamly baſe,or that her dowry 
was more then ordinary; or, if ſhe were againeto compact 
with him, ſhe would not doegas ſhe hathdone; or, becauſe 
her huſwifery is great, ſhe dcſcrveth the liberty by her great 
oaines,or ſavings: or,her comparing her lot with other we- 
men lefle deſerving,then ſhee:or that ſhee is hardly handled, 
or ſhee is to be pittied and pardoned,it (the need of the poor 
ſo requiring) ſhe exceed the rule a little,for the greatnes of 
the good which might ſo be done.I ſay not what God may 
in mercie doin point of covering the goodneſle of her mea- 
ning, if ſhee do it ignorantly, but what right ſhe hath todo 
it, before God. Let ſuch women as enyoy their liberty bleſſe 
Cod, and bewareleſt they ſtumble at the ſtumbling block of 
their iniquity : As for the reſt, leſt them mourne under their 
croſſe,but not caſe themſelves of ſubjeRion : knowing that 
their defies are accepted of God,for the deed, in greater ina- 
bilities then theſe, and therfore refling in their integrity,till 
Cod grant them greater libertie. The worſt is,many women 
whine and aske (_ueſtions, while they live under Covert of 
their hnsbands; who yet , when the Lord hath ſet them free, 
totry all that is in their hearts , have neither Queſtions nor 
Anſwers to make, but are bounde with chaynes of their 
owne, from all good doing: ſhewing that neither credit nor 
Conſcience was their motive. And doubtles, where there is 
a ſound heart to God, few women are ſo ſtraited by their 
husbands,but they might by one meane or other winne them 
to ſome indifferency.But for that which I ſpake touching the 
neceſſitie of times , and danger of not aftording of helpe to 
the diſtreſſed , and the like caſes of extraordinary nature,its 
ſufficient that the Church hath beene compeld to greater a- 
berrations then this,as appeares by AR.1.and the at of Abi- 
gail to David,contrary to Nabals reſolution,may ſuthcicntly 
evince.And ſo much for this ſecond branch, 
Thurdly, 
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Thirdly ,this ſu'-jeHion,extendes to the whole converſa- 
tion of the wife 10 Marriage whereof [ ſay this, That ſhee is 
to be g2nerally atten1ant to this duty, and to have it in her 
eye daily,as if weittin u»on her frontle's anl tringes of gur- 
ments, rifiag up, walking, and lying dow we with her conti- 
nually, whether Ga do bleflc, or crofle them,in their goings 
out,& commings 11:t!he mult carry it writte on her forchead, 
Subj<&Hion to my husvanJ. In particular, take theſe. Firſt in 
poiar of her attire, The common tenent of gallants and proud 
dames is this,that whatſo-ver faſhion is up,be it never ſo co- 
ſtly,above her mean s,*rouvleſome, be it change,up6 change, 
have itſhe will: The faſhion ſhe holds is above her husbands 
power, ihe muſt not be laught at for her worne ſute,becauſe 
ſhe is not i1 the new cut. St. Petercould not ſpeak offubjeRi- 
on, but he muſt needs ſpeake of this :as,for the ſake whereof, 
woine otherwiſe ſu'-jet,yet for their wils ſake, wil venture a 
Joingand for tert fu>j<tion. Ina caſe of meetnes of faſhion 
what husband fo little del:ghts 1n his wite , as not to allow 
her that which is indif:-ear? But hereupon , torun before 
the husband,cven ta chat which is uncomely and exceflive, 
either for fathion , or colt , I mult tell women, it ſutes not 
with ſubjeion. Not in gold (ſayth he)broydrel attire, play- 
ting of the hayre;but in meekneſle of the ſpirit:as if ſubjei- 
on were much a {cene,and molt forfeited in this caſe. I will 
not run into the determining of faſhions, ſatable to each 
degree : Let the ſoverelt in every ſtate,determine it, and 1 
had rather it ſhould be the hasband (hould determine, then 
ſhe: Love wilbe bountifall enough; & ſ:lfe love may not be 
truſted. But ok!the excefle of this ſexe, both in married wo- 
men, and Virgins ( yea the wy ves of thoſe who ſhould be 
Patternes tothe world ) 15{o woetull in theſe dayes, and ſo 
hideous, that it doth not onely helpe to mike a world of 
Banque-rupts,but to fil the world with curiofity and Vanity ! 
wherfore , let this be taken for a rale,Never was there curi- 
eus,proude,and faſhionable woman, who could ſtoop to be 

fu: je;by their ruffling,flinging, flaring,curling,drefſes,tirs, 

and forelocks,you ſhall know them. Cuitome (as the world 

thinkes)takes away offence; But by that rule,nothing Beals 
n 3 


3 . Branch 
ce tu ton 
in MAItri42EC 
2 
converſe M 4s 


nxold, 


In At'yres 


1.Per.3.3, 


Mairimoniall Hononr : Or, 


2 


beevill in it elf: , but in opinion. But a ſulz<& wife puts 
little oddes betweene ſuch opinion, and realnes: For thee 
is knowne by her Modeſty, as abhorring to receive luſtre 
from rags,but affording honor to her attire,vy her fover ſub- 
jeion, bee her attire coltly or meane. 

Secondly,her v<ry eye, geſture and ſpeech, ought alſo to 


"ts oeſture ang be awfull and mixt with modeſty, and bluſhing, arguing her 
compolition ſubmiſſion & privity to her weakneſle. There mult be a law, 


of body, 


Zo | 
Domeſticall 


Converſe m 


be lubje&» 


that is an authority of Grace upon her lips, ordering her ſi- 
lence and ſpeech, witha (weet mediocrity , but even as a 
tkreed going through a cloth, ſo a gift pafling throughthe 
whole man. That which is within,cannot lye hid:for, grace 
will make the face to ſhine ; Her very bluſh, is Lvy-buth ſufs 
ficient,ſhewing what is within. And on the other fide loftie 
carriage,proud, and diſdainfull garbe unfavory tongue,mul- 
titude of words,boldneſle of forchead,ſtoutneſle of fttomack, 
lowde ery ( as Sa/amon termes it) bewray to all men, what 2 
plague her husband nouriſhes in his boſome. All the honor of 
ſuch an husband, if it bee not turned to contempt, while he 
is preſent;yet is turned to pity,when he is abſent. Such a de- 
meanure , more befitting ſome manniſh Amazen,or inſulting 
—_— , then a woman of true ſubjeftion to her hus- 
and, 
Thirdly , another peece of her modeſtie lieth in her uſuall 


\q Carriage at home, towards her husbands direct perſon. Fa- 


miliarity and dayly converſe will breed no contempt ina 
ſubje& wite:ſhee is not ſo,by compulſion, but by freedome, 
therforeſhe utters it,equally and conſtantly. She feares not 
that imputation juſtly caſt upon women , who abroad will 
ſeeme very reſpe&ive, good wife, lets have more of it at 
home ! Sara, called her husband Lord,meaning uſually,it was 
not her holiday livery,but her workday phraſe. Not he cal- 
led her his Lady, ( and yet it were well if fuch flattery could 
prevaile with ſome Donna's: ) but ſhe him Lord:This Reve- 
rence and ſuvjeftion cauſeth the wife to behold her duty, 
in the countenance,projefts,vertue and way of the husband 
(as I noted before of conſent.) His ſervice to God,govern= 
ment to Children, following of buſines , is the glaſſe , which 

repreſents 


A Treatiſe of” Marriage. 


277 


repreſents her: for either ſhe ſees all good,if ſhe have skill to 
diſcerne,or beleeves 1t in love,if thee have none. But as for 
a controlling ſpirit before her head, ſhe hates itas 1m ious, 
degenerate. To takeupon her, to bee the kouſhold Ora- 
cle,and Idoll,to overtop all, to be under none, $s too hot and 
heavy for her handling , ſhee loaths it as hell, to uſe Pawls 
word,for her heart,will,torgue, ſelfeand all are not ſo much 
bounde, as binde themſclves to the peace : onely the yoke 
is caſy,and the burden light. 

Fourthly, tuteable mult her fubjzeRion bee before others, 
to that whuch is at home:as comming from one,not aſhamed 
of taat, whichis her true honor. Many women are in their 
extreames : Some, alchough in private, they will not offend, 
yet,comming into company , thinke it a kinde of ſlavery,to 

rofeſle the like honor, and eſteeme of their husbands, And 
indeed,to flatter the husband , were but a baſe office for the 
wife, whercſoever,at home,or abroad, arguing, that an hus- 
band loves it.Such cup,ſfuch cover; But, witedome keepes a 
meane, and abhorres as much to ſooch and gloze , as to de- 
ſpiſe and neglet; That due reverence and ſubjeion , 
Which a good wife ſhewes abroad,ſhe ſhewes at home,and 
contrarily : Shee is lo:hto have her hand out. Others are in 
ar:0:her veyne, and, although at home, they make no bones, 
to taunt,and take up their husbands , yet abroad,are quite 0- 
ther women,ſo follemne and {ubjeR, as if the Annointed of 
the Lord were before her,as if (hee were the ſubjeReſt, and 
he the happieſt living. Butas he faydeto the Crab-fiſh, 
when ſhe was ſtretcht ont in length becing dead,but before 
crooked, ſo thou ſhould{t have lyved: foto theſe, This 
ſhould bee alwayes, and then ſafe. But this extream as 
the other,a ſubject woman avoydes without payne;for their 
inward principle levells all, ſaying , Whatſoever is accor- 
ding to God muſt be equall. 

Fifthly her ſubjeRion allo appeares in company. A gad- 
der,a goflip,one, whoſe heeles are over her neighbours thre= 
ſholde, and , beeingthere,is in her Element, licentions, and 
talkative, is no ſubjeX wife. Salomon calles ber Turbulent, 
that is ſelfewilled and unſubjet. And well he nught :. for 
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ſarely no husband can aff2& a woman of ſuch a trade, it is 
his ba:ie, except himlelfe in hus kind bee a Rover and wan- 
dring Planet, our of his orbe, and then better one houſe 
trouvicd with them,then two. But whether he be ſo or net, 
whether he like it, or diſlike it, he muſt beare it : Shee will 
have her vagarics, her tongue 1s her owne, and ſhe upon her 
owne botto:ac, a 1d therefore not redeem41 with a price, 
franls a 14 falls to her felte, aniiwhat Lord ſhall controll 
her ? And fare as (he co.t little, fo ſhe is worth as little, and 
may goe for naught. Alas the 1s ſick of hom? ! There ſhee 
fats, louring and powting, hath no liſt to ſay much : Bu: left 
you ihould thinke (he harhlo!t her tongue, the doth but keep 
It, till place and tine pleaſe her , and there ſhe will bee as 
muchon the other file ! She is like that idler, which was 
long 4 getting to pull out his fd tle, but when it was 
oCe ou:, here could be a9 2u:ting it up, a1y more. Surely, 
as ſome women are faine to fetch theic ausbands from their 
Ale-benchro thame them; fo had ſome husdands need fetch 
their wives f. om their Goilips, an1 yet, its a queſtion whe- 
ther they were better to havelett them where they were, 
leſt they wake a Tragedy at home, of a Comedy abroad ; A 
modelt wife is of another ſpirit; Home hath her heart : 
She hath worke enough within doores, aud dwells moſt 
within her ſelfe. She hice the fauvie,carrieth her houſe alway 
upon her backe. She builds it with her hands, and beares it 
up by her ſhoulders ; never going avoroad, but then when it 
were an offence to keepe at home. And, being abroad, the 
Law of grace is upon her livs; her words , are as the leaves 
of the tree of life , healing : andasthe fruit thereof, life it 
ſelfe, and reſtorative. Out of the aboundance of the heart , 
the rongue ſpeaketh : not fo much, as well : not ſo long, 
as ſweetly, ſeaſonably ; and when ſhe holds her peace, its 
with her, as witha beautifull face, wherein you know not 
whether the white or red be fairer, for both are beauty : So 
yon cannot tell, whether ſpeech or filence doe molt com- 
mend her ; but both do,for ſhe knowes both when to ſpeakez 
and when to hold her peace. 


E. Inpointof Laſtly , SubjeRion 1n a wife reacheth te benevolence : 
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for when the Lord ſet her appetite toward her husband , he 

lanted ſubjeion in her ſpirit ;, as alſoto nurſery of herin- 
es, except God denie her ability and ftrength. No ſooner 
doth the infant which the kath warmed in ker wombe, and 
given life to, in her wombe, behold the light, but it whim- 
_ and crics for the breſt, as if it ſaid, I am thine, nurſe me; 
ooke upen thy brelts, whether dry , or milch; if there bee 
| milke its mine , and given thee ( my deere mother ) to bee 
a nurſe, my nurſe : The ſubje& wife ſtops not her care to 
this call : Shee ſeckes not brefts in her husbands purſe, but 
in her owne boſeme ; and , according to her power , takes 

her babe, embraces and nurſeth it. Rath gave her fonne gy, 4. 16. 
Obed the breſts, though Naomi dry-nurſed it. When Pha» 
raobs daughter had tound poor Moſes crying,whom {cnt ſhe 
for to nurſe it, rather whom ſent God to it 2 oh the mother ! 
to note Gads verdict. No water, like the owne : no nurſe 
to the mother. As David of Goliahs {word,ſo here,us beſt of 
all. Noneſotender, fo ckary , fo carefull. Phyſitiaus for a 
fee, will be ſuborned,o be at the requeſt of an unaturall mo- 
ther, and to pronounce againſt the full breſts, and the milke 
thereof: to adviſe the husband, if you love your wite , your 
child, let her not nurſe : Another Phyſuian adviſcs the 
contrary, if you love yonr health, nurſe your child : turcly, if 
the skale hang 1o even, if you pleaſe, let God caſt it, 
there being no apparant let. A ſubje<& wife, will bewray it 
this way, as ſoone as any : and the Apoſtle joynes it with 
ſubjeRion, in the place ſo oft recited. She will doe it, if not 
for het husbands ſake who lies in her boſome, yer tor that 
infan:s ſake which lay in her wombe? Though ſhe have 
not ſuch wages as oſes bis mother had for her paincs , yet 
ſhee bath aſſurance of ſuch pay froma better Matic: , who 
promiſes her ſhe ſhall bee ſaved , that ſhe will doe ic tor Lis 
ſake , though for neither husbands, nor childes : That fee 
and wages , nextto faith and love, will cauſe her to looke 
upon her babe even in the worſt pickle and hand that bes 
longs to it, with fo ſweet and ſmiling a countenance;t: at ſhe 
would not for the paine of many nurſings,forfeit it. Oh thou 
coy woman, what art thou ? richer then Sarah, weaker then 
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Rahel,better then Rebecca,holier then Hanna ? then all thoſe 
matrons of old , who were honorable in this point of ſub- 
jeRion ? whoſe daughter wouldſt thou chuſe tobe ? theirs 
who nurſe not, or theſe ? And by theſe ſix branches menti- 
oned, judge oh yce women of the reſt : No one duty of ma» 
ny (Iknow ) is lefl-praQtiſed : Conſider what hath beene 
{aid andGod give you underſtanding : love made facob 
count all wetherts welcome for Rahcl : Let her thinke all (ers 
vice {ſweet for him. Thus much for anſwer to the queſtion , 
wherein ſu>jeion conſiſts. Now to the uſcs breefly to 
finiſh withall. 

And firſt let it bee for Admonition ( if yet my words may 
reach unto, and pierce any ſuch; ) to all iad creatures, un- 
ſubje& ſoules in this kind,to ſhun all Rebclion againlt their 
husbands.Ifthou wilt heaiken to thy corrupt will, it will tell 
thee another tale, and quaſhall my former counſell. Oh, it 
will ay, thou mayſt winne the goale, and get the upper 
hand of thine husband for ever , it thou be damuſh and impe= 
rious : It will make himto ſecke thee , not thou him. But 
ſ\ubjeRion will fay , that I get this way in the Hundreth, I 
fhall loſe in the Shire : 1f1 loſe the better en4 of the ſtaffe 
with God, what get I by getting it of a poore husband ? Its 
poſſible I may cone ſhort too, even of that ; but fureI am, 
never was an unſubje& woman powerfull , orprevailing 
with God. Therefore her voice is, a body thou haſt given 
me, its written jn thy booke , I thall doe thy will,oh God 1 
Loe here 1 am, ſpeake, for thy ſervant heareth, and cavills 
not, and my ſoule anſwereth,thy face willI ſeeke, 1 will be 
ſubjet. A Zippora will throw the foreskin at her husband , 
the meekeſt man upon earth. Aficol will fay to the holieſt 
man living, everinthe a of his zeale, what a foole was my 
husband this day ? But a ſu>je& one will ſay, I opened not 
my mouth becauſe thou bidit ſo : oritI have, once have 
ſpoken, but I will fay no more, but will lay mine hand upon 
my mouth,lf I have crred,teach me,pardon me!By crooked- 
nefle of ſpirit, of tongue, I ſhall loſe honor, gaine reproach, 
yea helltoo : but, by fabjeRion,as I ſhall honor mine head, 
jo ſhall ke mec ! yea py yeclding is the way to honor mee 
more, 
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more, then all my recoylinzs, and to winne that Authority 
2i1 his heart, which no ulurying Can ever odteine ? As is the 
ſhadow;fuch is the kusbands heart, & love:fall downe upon 
It, and thou mailt 9vertake it, if thou purſue it,irt flees farther 
off ; So,if thou conteſt & with {trong hand reliſt thy head, he 
w:ll de as a Lyon,his courage wil not ſtoo»: But if thou ſhale 
{peak kindly to him & win him by ſfubjeAton, thou haſt cone 
quered him tor ever.0d hath appointed himto te over thee: 
in {ceeking to be above him,thou provokeſt him to Tyranny, 
and to Challenge his r12he , but canſt not ſubdue him by re- 
bellion. Remember,thy ſexe 1s crazy,ever fince Fve ſinned, 
ſin is out of meaſure fintu!l, through che Law, and Satans ins 
cenling , loathes {1 jeARion, affects 1mpotency ; But 09,thou 
woman that feafr't God,let that hberty with thine husband, 
which thy ſubje&tion hath purchaſed , ſatishe thine heart , 
{ceke no more, Iſt in catching at the ſhadow, thou loſe 
the Subſtance. Let thy Birth, thy Education, eſtate, endows- 
ments, exceed his never ſo much; yet the Ordinance of God 
hath fubjeRed thee to thine husband with all thy perfeRti- 
ons. There is but oneLaw for all wives, both poore and rich, 
meane and grea*,'viſe and fooliſh, one and other,that is to be 
{1bjeR. No Pop. 10 Prince,much lefſe the law of thineown 

luit ca exempt thee : there were wives in Paxls time , who 

becauſe they beleeved,could have ſhaken offtheir husbands, 

that were Infidells. Bur Pzu/ meets them a going, and turns 

them back with force upon their allegiance and ſubje&ion: 

ſaying , Except thefeparation vegin from the unbeleeving 

party, do not thou who belceveſt , deſert the other : As he 

{faide, Set meate before them, and breake their hearts , but 
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{inite them not : ſo here, winne them by all holy meanes,but 


oppoſe not. If ſabzceRion be due to heathens , much more 
to Chriſtians. 

Laſtly this 18 Exhortation to all wives who will ſtand to 
Gods barre , Be ye ſubje to your husdands. Let the ſpouſe 
of Chriſt teach you,ſhe is ſubdzeR to her head : both in heart, 
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{o to him in all matters, both of God, and the world, thee is 
ſo in her geſture,ſpecch,abroad, at home, inall. Bee chou fo, 
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and proſper. Without this,none of thy inward abllities,out- 
warde gifts,nay the Graces of God, wilbe a Crowne to thy 
husband: except it bee a Crowne ef thornes. No, if thou 
wert never ſo huſwifclike , fruitfull in children, rich in gold 
or jewells, except thou adde SubjeRion,all will not amount 
to the making of, a crowne,except this make it,nothing elſe 
will. All thy Iewels may beſtollen out of thy boxe,thy mony 
out of thy purſe, clothes out of thy wardrobe, thy backe 
may be ſtript of thy coſtly attyre , thy beauty blaſted with 
age,thy body weakned with ficknes,florrow : thy name ſul- 
lycd with infamy, thy partes may decay : But thy ſubjeRion 
no man ſhall rob thee of,nor thine husband of that Crowne; 
If thou preſerve that in thy Cabinet as thy pearle, it ſhall 
ſupply and reftore all thoſe loſſes, inthe elteem of thy hus- 
baud. This wilbe the Trench of thy caſtle, all darts will fall 
{horte of it,as impregnable.Sud) e&tion is the true Mother of 
love,Siſter of conſent,root ef all other Matrimoniall ſervice, 
helpfulnes in the next chapter , gracefulnefle in the next to 
that ſhall attend it, as precious handmaydes. And ſhee her 
ſelfe in the middle ſhall walke honorably, and honor mar- 
riage above all other vertues.Be it never ſo meanly thought, 
{poken of by the Damiſh and Imperious women of the 
werld, yet ſhee will ſay, If this dee to bee vile, I wilbe more 
vile : yea thoſe that would diſdaine mee yet ſhalbe compel- 
led to honor mee,and ſay , Many danghters have done well, 
but ſubjeRion hath ſurmounted them all. And ſo much 
touching the firſt perſonall vertue of the woman,to wit,lub- 
j<Aion,be ſpoken, 
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Which proceedeth ow to the ſecond peculiar 
duty of the wife, that 15 


Helpfulneſſe. 


] Now proceed to the ſecond ſpeciall duty of the wife, . 
which is helpfulneſſe. The former gift telles her;that ſhee g,,* 0nd 
muſt not bee Rebellious : This ſecond tells her , what ſhee ihe wh 
ſhould bee , helpfull , uſefull. Its not enough for her to be helpfulacſſe. 
Negatively good,not harſh,not rude : But ſhee muſt be pa- 
fitively good, ſhee mult alſo be helpfull. This comprizes all 
her true uſefull ſervice to her husband : and in ſpeciall an- 
{wetrs his Providence. Shee muſt within doors , lay all her 
helpfulneſſe te his providence without doores: that by both, 
the whole frame without and within may be ſupported. She 
was made ſubjeR by ſin: But helpfull by creation , which 
yeeldes a choice prerogative to this vertue,being of integri- 
ty,not frem corruption. Of all the other Creatures,ſaith Mo» 
ſes,the Lord founde not any one, which might bee a meete 4, . ., 
match for Adam; wherfare he faide, It is not meete the man © 
ſhould bee alone, I will make him a meet helper: and fo, he 
formed her of a rib out of his fide, while he flept. In the for- 
mer Chapter then we treated of a peaceable, in this we muift 
ſpeake of a Profitable , and in the next of an Amuable 
companion, 

But here in the very entry, a Lueſtionis to be anſwered: ,@ueſt, 
In how many things {tandes this helpfuloeſle ? 1 anſwere,in Waereio ta: dy 
threeſmain thinges. Firſt & cheefly in helpe to his Soule; Se- 5's vertue of 
condly,to his outward eſtate: thirdly to the married condi» _ O— 
tion:a$ for inſtance, to the honor of his Name, the health of 
his body, the welfare of his Children, the government of his 
family, the recovery out of any diſaſter , the averting of dan» 
gers,the adviſe about things weighty and difhcult. 1 begin ROY 
with the firſt of —— which, although I have _ "Sys *, gage 
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ted before, that ſhee is to beſu>jet to her husband in mat- 
ters of Gol yet this muzzles not the mouth of a good wife 
in helpfull concurrence, but onely in bold uſurpation. Shee 
may (without empeach to that,) calt in her mites into Gods 
treaſury, and bee an helpfull furtherer of his ſoule to all ſpi- 
rituall welfare and content in knowing, beleeving , and 0- 
beying, ſo it be done with humility and meeknes. Although 
ſhee is to aske her husband at home 1n reſpe& of any afur- 
pation,yet(as the caſe may require) ſhe may,nay,ſhe mult,in 
due ſeaſon, being demanded , refleR back the fruite of that 
mercy which the Lord hath ſhewed, and the coſt he hath 
voachſafed her for the good of her husband.” And, as the 
Lord hath gifted and graced many women zbove ſome men, 
eſpecially with hcly affetions:{0,tknow rot, why he ſhould 
do it elſe, ( for he was wiſe, and is not ſuperfluous in need- 
leſſe things) ſave that,as a Pearle ſhining through a Chrittall 
laſſe, ſo her exccllency ſhining through her weakneſſe of 
Lxe might ſhew the Glory of the workman. And how ? In 
beeing only lookt upon or wondred at , as a bird of fine co- 
lors? No: but, in reall Communicating of that Grace which 
ſhe hath, to her husband eſpecially , as alſo to others in pris 
vate communion of Saints as occaſion is off. ed. 
One thingh here comes to my minde ; I would not be ta- 
ken to patronage the pride and licentious impudency of 


men in mat= women, who having ſhaken off the bridle of all ſubjecion 


ters of God, 
eaxed, 


to their husbands,take upon them to expound the Scriptures, 
in private afſemblyes,and to bee the mouth of God to both 
Sexes. Not bluſhing one whit to undertake by the 4. or 5. 
houres together , yea whole dayes(ittheir vainglorious hu- 
Mor masked under the colours of humility may be ſuffced) to 
mterpret the word : applying it according to their way by 
Reproofe,comfort, Aqmonitionzand the like,as if Shee=prea- 
chers were come abroad into the world. And yet theſe are 
ſach as dare oppoſe and confute the deqtrine of faith , and 
ſelfdeniall , taught by the moft able Miniſters of Chrift : and 
tell their diſciples that there is another way to he walled in, 
and that is the way of the ſpirit which muſt giyeſuch a light 
to the ſoule , and ſuch an aſſurance offalvation , as may rid 
ws 
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us at once of all doudtings, feares and unbeleefe, and tranſ- 
late ns10to a contident and ſecure perſwalion of the love of 
Chriſt, without! king queltion. As tor any waies,meanes, 
trials, \motives, ſignes whereby the foule may come to bee 
{etled about the work of Regeneration, theſe they abhorre, 
as {avouring of the fleſh, and not of the ſpirit of light and 
inward evidence. In this kind they undertake mot boldly 
to expound the Scriptures , and'te refiſt all who are of ano- 
ther mind : Nor aliow I others, who defending themſelves 
by the praQtice of the primitive Chnrck , when the extraor- 
dinary gitts of Prophecy flouriſhed ; whereby the mooving 
of the ſpirit, men to men,and women to. women,did exprefle 
and utter the thoughts and judgements concerning divihe 
truths, which gift then was very neceflary forthe breeding 
up of Miniſters, Doftors, and Proftors , they wanting other 
helpes of furniture and ſupply : but appertains not unto us , 
who both have orduzary waies of ſupply, and want that fpe- 
ciall-prefence of the ſpirit which that firſt Church had, to 
guide and governe the uſe of ſuch gifts, orderly and peacea- 
bly to ſuch endes as they belonged , without ſchilbne and 
contufien. 
God indeed promifed by foelto the Church of the Gof- Joel 2. 28, 
pell, that he would poure out his pirit without difference to 
all ages,ſ{exes,ſtates of people: But not in ſuch a diſforder,that 
a woman ſhould dare in publique, or in a private place after 
a publique manner to declare truthes of Religion : uſurping 
over men, and encroaching upon the laws of Chriſt. Such 
immodeſties and infelencies of womenznut able to containe 
themſelves within boundes of filence and ſubjeRion, I am 
ſo farre from warranting , that I here openly detie them as 
ungrounded, and ungodly : and I cannot but wonder, that 
any thould bee itching atter novelties, as being 'preſent in 
ſych aGemblics , elpecially themſelves being publique per- 
ſons , and fach as ought to diſcerne better betweene things 
that differ. To both 1 lay , beware left your pride of gifts, AJmonition 
carrying you beyond the bounds of your private condition , to all uſurping 
and your curiolity in favouring and being led away with womea in 
ſuch vizored oſtentation of graces, doe not wrap you with- _ 
| Oo3z3 _— 
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in the ſinneof Nadab and Abihx,and Veza , and Vzzia who 
under pretext of holineſle, adventured to profane hallowed 
things:nay,of Cora and his complices, who murmured againſt 
Aeſes and Aaron oppoſing their calling and office. If when 
you bee convinced by the word , you will yet rebell, take 
heed leſt you periſh-in his contradiction as Saint Ze ſpeaks, 
teaching others by their fearfull example becauſe they would 
trke none themſelves. If fuch as theſe had beene from God 
the divell would not have let them alone fo long quiet in 


their attempts : But hee knowes diſtraftion 1a opinions , _ 
inakes him reigne in the world. And to theſe more impu- ud \ 
dent perſons,l adde all ſnchundertaking women, who either 
in families, Companies,or in the private converle with their 
tusband uſurpe authority , deſpiſing the graces of God in 
their- husbands and others, and taking upon them all the 
jpcech at the table,to diſcourſe of religion, to debate matters 
in queſtionin the Church, to decide things of difficulty , to ; 
ſpendall the time in hearing themlclves talke of good things: t 
Fheſe although they thinke they have learned many things, 
yet have not learned one great thing,to wit, wiſely to j = 4: | 
what their ſex and ſtate will admit. And therefore though t 
haply what they ſpeake 1s good,yet its not comely for them, « 
its as a garment of good cloth but made into a garment very h 
unfit for the body , for lack of taking meaſure beforehand. [4 
ſheſe are not helpers,but hurters by their unſeaſonableneſle. al 
But I digrefle not too farre. No reaſon there is, why the di 
:mpudence of the Rebellious ſhould prejudicate the gifts of te 
an humble wife, ſoberly impreoved, Neither doth the holy re 
Ghoſt envie her the honour of her grace and helpful- Cl 
nefle. But as Bathfeba ſaith , Prov. 31. 31. Give her of the re 
truit of her hands, and, let her workes praiſe her, in the Va. 
gates. Subjection and helpfulnefle enterfeer not one whit, i 
both may agree well.Subze&ion cauted the wite of Mane , or 
Condii.ons of when the Angell appeared to her with a follemne meſſage , ott 
uo = = to diſcruſt herſclte, and to call her husband ; when God pre- the 
Gods avaeees, F7ES ber, the modeſtly craves leave, and preferres her - 


husband , and his jadgement before her owne : deriying 
hcr owne honour upon him.  Howbeit afterward -wee bis 
ſee, 
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ſee, that (the caſe ſo requiring ) when as upon the Angels 
departure from them, Manoa was left in a carnallfeare , leſt 
he ſhould die, having ſeene God : his wife ſteps in with her 
helpfulnefſe,betweene him and his feares, ſaying,ifthe Lord 
would have ſlaine us, doubtlefle he would not have revealed 
himſelfe unto us in this ſort : to tell us we ſhall have a ſonne, 
and yet to kill us. She ſaw further in this caſe, then hee, and 
therefore gives him advice what to ſettle himſclfe upon. 
What _ more aptly have beene ſpoken ? how is that of 
Salomon verified, A wordin ſeaſon , is like Apples of gold , 
and PiAures of filver ? And, how is Abigail honored,for her 
wiſe connſell, to a man, who forthat her wiſdome , was {o 
farre from diſrepating of her, that he ſent for herto bee 
his wife ſhortly after. So that, when David was in the way 
of hcate and reſolution to ſhed Nabals and his families blood, 
ſhe encounters him,ſaying, let not my Lord Coc ſacha thing 
as this ! It ſhall not grieve him, when he ſhall lit upon tus 
throne , that he hath not ſhed innocent blood : Oh ! how 
comly a thing it is for Chriſtian wives to come in thus with 
humble ſubjeRion,ſomtimes with a ſoft word to allay wrath, 
to ftay the husband from prejudice againſt good perſons 
and cauſes , to enterpret all in the better part ; to ovſerve 
him when the word kindles any affeions in his ſoule, and 
preſently to follow them heme, not to ſufter them to (lip our 


and vaniſh : to provoke him to mercy and compallion , to 


draw him from a naturall courſe to a morrall, from a morrall 
toa ſpirituall, to perſwade him to equalnefle and indiffe- 
rence towards ſach as are at controverhe, to debate and dc- 
cide things peaccably,to ftay his hand from immoderate coi- 
re&ion of children orſervants , when ſhe ſees paſſion pre- 
vaile againſt judgement : yea, and ſometimes with the ſame 
meceknefſe,and mildneſſe ts convince him of an evill quality 
or pang , as choler, diſcontent, worldlineſle, cenſuring of 


others, rafhneſſe and the like, admoniſhing alſs to beware of 


the occaſions which might lead thereto : wherewith thee 
berſelfe ſhould receive the like from him. Somtimes to win 
his adverſe heart to a more entire love to Gods Sabbaths, to 
bis word preached , to bis faithfull Miniſters, and ſervants : 
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| to affect them, to aſlociate them, and to renounce all his old 
| company and fellowſhip in evil. To ve alway darting ſome 
ſavour of that which rhey have heard in publique, and 
prompting him with it , that the worJd eat not up all. Oh ! 
theſe things come ſweetly ,as the latter raine, from a woman, 
who counts it her happinctle, to ſee her husband to bee 
brought home to Chriſt , who mourns for his rebellion,and 
rejoices to ſee his heart broken ; As Aordecai told Efter, 
{> ſhould & good wife tell her ſeife, who knowes, whether 
thou art come to thy place for ſuch a ſeaſon, even te Lring 
home one ſheep to Chriſts fovi4? Doutlefle if Satan were 
not a profetſcd toe to {ach helptalnefle , the worke would 
proceed with more eafe and tuccefſe. vo much for the firſt 
branch. 
2. Generall, The next hea4 of the wives helpfulnefſe is in matters of 
H«lptulneflz the world. Salomon as truly faid of this as of any other vertue 
in marier of of the wite; that, a wiſe woman bmildeth her houſe. For, 
prog though it be little ( in compariſon ) which a poore woman 
: can add to the eſtate of her husband, yet ſhe mult bee all in 
all for the preſerving therof, 'So that an improvident wo» 
man is next a waſter in this only reſpe& , and lofeth much : 
But if ſhe be alſo a ſpendthrift, and really waſlt fall, there is 
no end of her ſpoile, till ſhe have bronght all ro nething,and 
overthrowne both ker husbandsftate and poſterity.She is the 
Moth yea Canker of the marrow and beauty of his eſtate,and 
by irſeaſible morſe!s,devonrs at length,the whole ſubſtance. 
And becauſe there bee many queazy women, ( yet fach as 
would be religious ) that thinke 1t a peece ot religion, to be 
no honſewives , let BathPebs, a Queene, who might more 
ſtand upon hereftate, then the proudett Dame may upon her 
| dowrie ; in her inſtra&ion to Salomomn ſpeake. Shee deſcri- 
| | bing a godlyand helpfull wife, (and not onely a thrifty 
one) as 1t appeares fromthe 25.verſe tothe end of the Chap. 
Prov. 31. doth couple her vertue. and' houſewifery rogether : She 
openeth her mouth with wiſedome , and rhe law of grace is 
upon herlips : ( there is her grace ) and ſhe overſeeth the 
wales of her honſhold, and cateth not the bread of idleneſle.: 
( there is providence : ) And, left any ſhonld thinke this 
latter 
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latter might be ſpared, its to be noted that ſhe ſpendeth the 
whole Chapter 1n the deſcriptiontherof, by divers paſſages; 
wheras,the former ſhe ſhnts up in the end of that Chapter in 
a verſe or two, although the more neceſſary: as taking itto 
be more out of queſtion, then the other ; nay note how the 
holy Ghoſt wil needs convey that inſtruction by the counſel 
of a woman, to all of her ſex,to make the thing leſſe ſubje& 
to exception ; preiling it ſtrongly in an Idea of ſuch an ex- 
a& helper : and that with pleaſing Rethorique and variety : 
Why ? fave becauſe the ſaw it a vertue meet to be urged, as 
being that which many women will not acknowledge. 
Neither can the greatneſſe and wealth of wives controll this 
duty of Providence, and that not for ſhew neither, or com- 

lement, and praiſe, tolet the world ſee what $kill in ſpin- 
ing, in needleworke, or in other matters, they have, but for 
conſcience ſake. In Bathſreba's daies, gold and filyer were 
common, and as plentifull as the ſtones and figtrees : and 
therefore nced there was not for Queenes or their maidsto 
work © hard; And yet,for the religion of the duty,ſhe ſpeaks 
ſo, as one who had experience of it in her owne priace- 
ly perſon , and had the overſight alſo of her maydens in the 
handling of the wheele and ſpindle, tor flax and wool. And 
ſurely in great families both ſexes had need to be yoked, and 
awed from the ſins which come from floth and idlenefle,al- 
though I adde , in a mediocrity , leſt they trench upon the 
contrary of covetouſneſle. 

My meaning yet by all this, is not to allow any woman Wives muſt 
the liberty of any ſuch peculiar kouſewifery by her ſelfe, a- *** an ay 
part from the common ſtreame and welfare of the husband vr ugh _ 
and family, but in common with, for, and under him, though from res 
ina way of ber owne, belt fitting her ſex and education. hu:bands,bue | 
For, I know there be houſewives, who excell in providing 'n common, 
for themſelves, and (like the Steward in the Goſpell whoto 
prevent beggery , when he ſhould be turnd out of ſervice) 
can ſhift for themſelves, who yet are but ill providers for 
the good of their husbands whom (to uſe that Emperors 
compariſon) may liken,to the Spleene inthe Body, which 
when its fulleſt,nakes the body emprtieſt, and ſo commonly, 
p when 
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whenthe cofers of theſe Houſewives are fatteſt , their hus- 
bands treaſure is leaneſt and lankeſt : wheras ſhee ſhould 
rather bea pipe to conveigh into his ceſterne, then a ſponge 
to ſucke from, ora Channelto dreyne from his fountayne. 
This yet is a common vice:not only of ſecond wyves prow- 
ling tor their owne broodes, or kindred : But of all forts of 
women; and, is cauſed by pride of Birth, of dowry , educa- 
tion , or perſon : which to godlefle ones, are occaſions ts 
withdraw them fromthe yoke of ſuppoſed bendage, though 
ifa Queen may fudge of helpfull & houſwifely providence, 
In ſome others its rather cauſed , by oldor late habits of 
laxariouſnes , tiotous and lewd? companionſhip : - for 
| now wee have meetings of Women-drinkers, Tobacconiſts 
1, Tiw.3 1-2. 4 {waggerers, aſwell as men : leſt Paw/s Prophecie of the 
latter time ſhould be fallified, and ( which 1s worſt of all ) 
ſecret and ſtollen hberties. Theſe vices,are like the daughters 
ofthe horſcleach,crying,give,g1ve,at like hell & the grave,, 
never ſatisfied. Inſteed of the which licentious uſurping 
over the husbands commodities , let women know, that al- 
though they have a true property and intereſt. in their hus= 
bands Eſtates, yet when the uſe ofthe ſame comes inte: 
queſtion,tkeLord will have itzas wel as other things,ordered: 
by the husbdand. Neither may the bad qualities of the man,as 
his churliſhnes, Covetouſncs,ind Eninity to vertue,authorize 
the woman ,to be her owne carver; leſt if this wicket be 
ſet open to good wyves, the bad ones throng in with them 
alo;and uſurpe it to evill endes. Gods law is one, and con= 
: cerneth all forts indiff:rently. If women deſire a ſtroake this 
If they deſire ; . 
any flroake in WAY ( as indeed ſome may more cauſedly plead it than o- 
d:i(penſing the thers in ſhew ) tetthem labor by their good delerts, to pre» 
marters of the yaile with their husbands,and by their helpfulneſſe and love 
husband they to draw ſo- good an opinion of themſelves that they may 
mult deſerve it :-ha willing mynd,yeeld this favor totheir wivesasto ule 
by good carrd- . B . 
2ge, their pleaſure ina ſober manner. (Provided that they ſpende 
it upon honeſt and religious objects. )But, if God have layde 
another burden ftipon them (as I noted in the former chap. ) 
of ill natured and ,ſtraithanded husbands : let them take up 
and beare jt ;. agthe Croſſe which God hath ſer uy for 
ey 
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them, without diſcontent or grudging. Eſpecially ſecond 
Wyves, having the charge of former brood depending upon 
ther, { further then by cheertull conſent of their hus>ands, 
they are allowed) let them beware, leſt herein they diſho- 
nor their Profeſlion, by yeelding to the ſtrong and tempting 
occaſions, of needy, umuly, and burdenſome children, ſup» 
plying their want , by injurious pillage of the husband, and 
his polterictie. This by the way. 

To conclude the point,theſe three ſpecialls concerne the Three bran- 
womans providence ; firſt getting , then ſtoring, and laſtly ches of wo- 
diſpenſing thoſe things which are committed to her charge, "5 provi- 
The firſt of theſe three, is proper onely to thoſe wo:nen, who 
ſell their kusbands commodities, or are allowed to be chaps 
Men of their wares, (which is the cafe of few )or ſuch as by 
reaſon of ſome ſpeciall $kill in any crafts or manutactures, 
have ſome [tocke allotted tkem by their husbands, to trade | 
and trathque wichall. In which way,they malt uſe all good TI, 
faythfulnes , neither ſelling to their husbands lofle , nor tor AR of Provi- 
their owne ſecret gaine, nor the hurt of the buiers,all which -- _—_ brig 
rules,are in all tradings, uſually tranſgrefled. Beſides the huſ- PER OH 
wifery of many tradeſmens wives, wholearne their hus- 
bands skill, ſerve to the making of ſundry wares , which 
{ſerve te the upholding of the family, and eftate. Ig which 
caſe ( as the other burden of family will admit ) they areto a 
ſhew their belt endeavor, both for the getting in of ſome 
part of the mayntenance, and faving it from being ſpent 
about ſuch houthold expences , as, by painesand thrift at 
home might be ſpared. And this is that which Bath/heba moſt Pro.gt, 
inſiſtech upon;She laboureth cheerfully with her hands: ſhe 
is like the Ships of Merchants : Ske bringes home her foed 
from a farre:Shee ariſeth while it is yet darkiſh, her candle 
gocth not out, ſhe pats her hand tothe wheele , and her 
handes to the ſpindle. She makes ſheets and (clleth them: 
and giveth girdles tothe merchant. Shee conlidereth a field, 
and getteth it; and with her hands ſhe planteth a vineyard. 

This 18 the image of the ſtirring houſewife. It were wel now 
« dajesif women would abate of their ſuperfluous caſe and 
* needleffe expences ( which they do the more cafily laviſh 
Pp 3 out, 
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out, becauſe they wholly relic upontheir husbands purſe) 
andin ſtead of great merchandize and ſelling of waresa» 
broad,apply themſelves at home inprivate,about the ſupply- 
ing of the family wants, helping to cloath and lodge then 
by their diligence: for better and more enduring is that ware 
Which is made, then that which is bought: taking occaſion 
there by to buſie theirChildren in meet employments,and to 
prevent \loth,caſe,gadding,ftolle liberties & vanities whieh 
the unbridled myndes of Maids,both of children,& ſervants, 
are in theſe daies peſtred witb,loathing labor & painfulnes, 
and expoſing themſelves to the vices iſluing from thenee. 
The ſecond a of Providence in the wife, 1s, the Befto- 
wing & ſafe itoring up, preſerving & improving thoſe com- 
modities which her husvad hath brought to her hand. Which, 
as 1t is fit they ſhould be put to her truſt, {o ought ſhe(ſpeciab 
ly in her husbands abſence ) to be carefull ofthem, that they 
decay notunder hand,that they be net open & expoſed tothe 
ſtealth or ſpail of Servants,.or violence of others. And herein, 
not onely her {clte 1n perſon is to be provident,but alſ@ tobe 
carcfull to overſce the waics of ſuch ſervants or others , as 
are under her,as inſtruments to a that, which other bulines, 
or infirmity hinders ber ſclfe from performing. A wiſe houſe- 
wife will contrive and diſpoſe 2s well by fitting ſtill, and 
uſing her brayne ,. as ſome other by bending the force both 
of ſoule & body,Her ſelte cannot keep things fro putrefaQtie 
on,from Ruſt,trom fuſt and ſpoile, from motheatings and de» 
caies:. caumot perhaps do. each inferour worke [4 ving to 
keep all things-ncat and ſhining : but ſhe may ſo overſee the 
waices of -others, that they may prevent ſuch loſles, and pro- 
cure ſuch conventences-as are meet for tke fangily, So that 
ſhe may eaſe her husband from the inſpeRtion, and care of 
ſuch things,as concerne net his providence:to which taske, 
if he be put , cither for the things themſelves or. for the ſea- 
ſonable diſpatch therof, ſhee ſhould much dilcredit her pro- 
vidence- and prudence , and burthen her husþand : whoſe 
workelyes in a deeper and higher kinde. , Notyas if the hus- 
band ſhould ( as Labanrof Jacob ) exat each penic ofthe 
Wife which miſcaricth, or bc implacable for thoſe loſles 


which 
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Which cannot bee avoyded, ( ſince his owne wiſedome 
cannot? prevent many+) But, that ſhee by her care muſt ſerve 
providence that no ſuch complaints bee heard of as might 
provoke him juſtly: As for lofles which befall by the hand of 
God, both equally muſt patiently beare them : This is pithily 
alluded unto,in that ſimile, where Chriſtlikes a good ſcribe or 
Diſciple taught te the kingdome of God unto the good houf- 
wife, which ftoreth up both old and new;that is family pro« 
viſion of all ſorts, which ſhe brings eut in their ſeaſon , fer 
meet uſe. Otherwiſe, what comfort ſhould the man have, in 
his bringing in =_ for family, houſchold ſtuffe, bedding, 
linnen, _— , daily diet for the bodie, .if he might not 
trult to her fidelity at home to preſerve them,to menage, to 
dreſle and propertion themto the uſe of the family ? And 
ſurely , if ſhe do her part wiſely herein, neither on the one 
ſide being ſo looſe in her ſtorings that every one may com by 
her commodities as freely and boldly as her ſelfe, vo ſpend & 
ſpoile, to drinke & imbezel at lealne, nor on the other {1de 
abuſing her authority,and the power of theKeyes, ſo that ſhe 
ſtraitenthe. family of their duc, .and4 ſtrangers of their ho- 
ſpitall welcome, fer her owne pinching and baſe endes:but 
go in a wiſe middle betweene both:1 ſay,ſo doing, it may be 
{iide, There goes noleſſe care and praiſe in upholding an 
houſe built,then in building it from the ground: and ſhede- 
ſerves,in her kind, equall commenJation with her husband. 
The third therfore 1s ker Diſpenſing , and bringing forth 
the proviſion thus (tored up,for the good of the family 1g due 
ſeaſon,due manner,and due meaſure. For why ? She is the 
mans {teward and Penſioner , and Almoner in this kind ,. to 
divide the demenſum tothe family,and the-poor of the place, 
And Barhfeba omits not this neyther in her Idea of the good 
houſewifc:laying,ſhe feareth not the Snowyfor her fanuly is 
all clad in ſcarlet:By ſnow meaning whatſoever want or at- 
front may betyde,and by ſcarlct, all defence or furniturt for 
the family , and that which js nat onglic far pe ccflary: , .but 
ſometime, alſo for honorable, and comfortable :zHowance. 
And againe, ber husband is knowne inthe gates; meaning 
by theliver Which be diſdains not to, were, becaule its the 
EO. 7 EE worke 
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worke of her hands. And further , ſhe giveth a portion to 
herhoulchold,and the ordinary to-her maydes.In theſe three 
[Rand the womans thrift and Providence : which they who 
want , muſt learn,and count it worth « double dowry , as 
knowing that many a naked bare wife is better then ſome 
waſter , clothed in velvet,with her weight in lilver. To this 
ertaines the due obſervation of the ſeaſons of t he houſe; thit 
inferior things prezudicate notthe betger, and more weight 
matters of God , that all be done with foreſight and forecaſt, 
that the members of the family want not that proviſion and 
due diet, attendance and nurſery, which is meet for them, 
both in health,and ſickneſſe:the younger children(under her 
care)bec tau3ht,trayned,dire&ed,and furniſht,and the elder 
ovided for according to their needes. | 
Provident And ſach wives, as have obtained, and do improove this 
wives right oft well, muſt beware of pride , and {elfeconceit, that they 
—_ _ ©® take not occaſion hereby to ſwell, as ifthey were the props 
mea ee OY of the houſe: or elſe to cover themſclyes under it, when they 
| bee reprooved for other foule blemiſhes (for excellent parts 
in one kind are attended with ſad corruptions: ) we read ob 
a.King 3; Abner , the Captaine of Sawlr army, and ; wr of his 
houſe, that he was a great champion for Þbofreth , a man 
of great courage and valour : But he was another way as 
lewdc, uncleane of body ; 7/bboſherh, being too young a 
novice to deale with ſucha FoliticianCchides him for it, wh 
haſt thou(ſaith he )gone in to my fathers Concubines ? Ab- 
wer , privy to his deſerts, could not beare it, but flouriſhes 
againſt him,and upbraydes him with his great exployts. Am 
I a dead dog,that thou ſo ſpeakeſt to mee about this woman? 
Is this the thanke I have formy great ſervice to thy father 
and his houſe? Muſt I-be ſo taken up for halting? Thou ſhalt 
know that I have beene thy Patron 1 God de fo to mee,and 
more, if I givethee not over,and turne tothine Enemy 'Da- 
wid! Lo,how the Devill will ſo pride a manin any great gift, 
that. he will take {corne tobe found fault with joSkin that 
his merits, ſhould pleade pirdon for all his defes. Soitis 
with many women (otherwiſe houſewifelike,and cemmen- 
dable } thatthey are waſpiſh , froward, holding —_— 
an 
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bands at Raves end,or otherwiſe taynted ! Bat,will they en- 
dureto-be told of it ? By no meanes. Have I this (ſay they) 
for my providence & diligence? Nay(as [o4b deſpitetully told 


David 1n his heavineſſe for Ab/alon, fo they caſt their hus-- 


bands in teeth )I fee now, if I had beene waſtfull and licen- 
tious,l ſhould have deene better accepted lyea truly,a waſter 


1$n0t nauch worſe then a (hrew : Thrifty or unthrifty thou- 


art lictle accepted, except ſubjet and peaceable.Rathei thy 
one vertue,(hould make thee moreſtudious of others, caretull 


to ſhunne other vices Which ſhould ſully and darken them; 


But they run into afother veyne, and aske their kusbands, 
what it you had ſuch a wite,ſo expenſive and coltly,as this or 


that man hath! A/as1l what froth of a baſe heart is here! Who: 


—— ——— 


will deny,but a vertuous wife may ſometimes come ſhort of _ 


an exact houſwite? Doth that argue, that ſuch an houſewife 
may plead it, to defend all her groſſer Qualities? The Town- 
Clerke ſayd well to the people of Epheſus , Diena 1s a great 
Goddeſle indeed, who can deny it? But whats that to this 
confuſed mutin y,and ou:cry?So here. 

Therfore, O woman !.it thou bee ſs worthic,let thy right 
handbe ignorant, what thy left hand doth:let others prayſe 
thee, not thy owne lips!. Thy bad qualities will ſooner 
blemiſh thy good, then thy good excuſe them. For who ſ{ce- 
ing a Ring of Gold in a {wines ſnout, wiſheth it not upon 


ſome fayre tinger,rather then to be diſgraced by the ſwine !. 


Itsrue ,. that a waltfull wemen is the bane of her husband 


Act 19.39% 


Admenition 
ta the wife 
againſt this, 
EviN, 


in one kind, tut ſo may the thrifty in another by her ſhre-- 


wiſhnes ; poiſon may kill, as well one, as Kill many 
waies ? And what avayles it a man if he muſt die, that he ra- 
ther is hanged, then beheaded ?- they are but two waics ts 


bring to one death? And what folly is it to turne off the ac=-- 


cuſation of a fault which admits no defence , by that vertue 
which is neither blamed , nor aymed at Ioine other good 
parts with Providence,and then the lampe ſhalbe holy ! but 
ene ſinner deftroyerh much good , one dead fly marres a 


great deale of ſweet Oyntment ; as Salomon faith of two du-- 
Ecdlel.y;. 


ties,{o apprehend the one, as thou withdraw not thine hand 


&om the other ; So I fay to thee ly, Jay hold on providence,. 


. that 
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'that yet thou renounce not thy ſubje&ion ! She that feares 


God ſhall come out of both extreames : There is no neceſ- 
fity that one be fallen upon by ſhunning the other ! Vngod- 
ly Improvidence is bad,and brutiſh drudgery is worſe : The 
Droyle overloding herſelfe with moiling and<care, diſables 
herſclfe from —odnctl » and the improvident by her floth, 
deprives ber ſelfe of all oppertunity, cither of doing goed,or 
taking it. The middle way is the golden way. Thus much 
of the ſecend branch of the wives providence, in matters of 
the world 
The third and laſt fellowes, and that is, in the ſervice of 
the marricd life, inthe manifold paſſages of which,both te- 
wards his perſon, his ſtate, body , life , health, name and 
poſterity , ſhe muſt be helpfull. To this end ſhe was made ; 
Of all good couples thatis verified, two are better then one; 
becauſe they have a good reward for their labour. Eccleſ. 4. 
9. Andifone fall,the other will lift him up againe: Andif 
one prevaile againſt him, two ſhall wickland him : and, a 
threefold cord 1s not cafily broken. Marke, the Lord hath 
appointed marriage, aSthe union of two weake ones apart , 
to become a ſtrong twiſt in one cord, to make one ſtrength. 
This is true of all combinations, two ſtudents, two partners, 
two travellers, two neighbours, two friends, but, above all, 
moſt true. in the married eſtate. In the abſence of the one,the 
other is preſent ; when one 1s downe and ficke, the other 
( commonly ) isup : in the ignorance, doubts, inexper- 
eRCe, feares of the one, the other 18 an kelper at hand. Two 
ſee more then one : by my wives e1c,foot, hand, wiſedome, 
Ifſee, walke,worke,contrive and diſpatch buſineſſes which 
elſe I could not. No ſuch Vicegerent, Cojadjutor as the 
wife,whether together,or aſunder. Though the head hath the 
leading part , yet the body hath the attending part, neither 
Without other could efc& ought. The as of marriage arc 
reciprocall : As we {ce inthem that handle the long ſawe , 
there muſt bee a paire of hands reciprocating the toole , 
through thetimber, orelſe no ſawing it into pieces. An 
belper without an head, is betterthen an helper alane. A 
izle to inſiſt upon cach particular. 
Fult 
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Firſt the wife is to be an helper to her husbands perſon: eve 
a Bulwarke,a Fort(in Uſtrefſe 
but a little one, but ob1ihall I not eſcape thither ard be ſafe? 
(faid Zor in that ſtorme.)So is ſhe a covert under God againſt 
the {tome and rayne:She is ſo nnder covert,that yet ſhee is a 
covert againe: She is not terrible as Banners, but ſhe is a fafe 
tuckler of defence againſt any impreffion of danger,otEnc- 
my :cither foreſeeing and preventing,or meeting & repelling 
it. Deſpiſc ber not,there is a bleſling in her. A woman once 
delivered a City : another overcame an army , athird New a 
Tyrant : yet there was another, a wife, Ab:gail, who obje- 
Aing her ſelfe berweene her husbands fyde , and 'Davids 
blow , ſaved the one and the other from bloodſhed. Such a 
ptop was that poore Shunamite, who without any din or 
diſtemper, lockt up her dead childe, brought home the Pro- 
phet,who reſtored 1t tolite. Shee is not as Dalila,who brin« 
ing Samſon into a ſleep upon her knee, betrayd his life, ſlay- 
ing,the Philiſtins bee upon thee. Shee 1s a Acoll, who when 
her busband was eſcaped from Sawl, layde an Image inthe 
bed,to while the Purſuers as if he had beene in bed, but ther- 
by preſcrved his perſon from ſlaughter.Sheis a like preſerver 


Jof fafegard & detcnce. She is To 


I, 
his perſon, 


2. 


to his ſoule ( a little to harpe againe upon this ſtring) ſugge- Soule, 
ſting whole tome council ot ; Her voyce is quite Contrary xg , g, 


to that of [obs wife, Not Curie God and dic : Bur, Continue 
(deer husband )in thy integrity !Bc thy Crofles what thy will 
bee, {till cruſt , and wayrt , dei:y not che Almig'ty ! we ſhall 
ſee a good end, one day. Shcee is not as /ephthah laid of his 
poote daughter, Among them that trouvle him , that damne 
him, and lay a ſnare tocntrap himin fin, or conſen:ing to 


him inſin, as Sapphira to Anavias : nor yet Carcieſſe which , . 


end goe forward,ſo ſhee may compaſle her wicked content, 


as fexabel , in Naboths death , made way, for her owne, and # Kings 18, 


her hustands rutac, It ſhee can keepe him cloſe to God 
ſhee will : but thee will never bid him curſe God, renounce 


obedience and dye. Nextly thee is an helper to his bodily x, AY 
health, (next u.uder God) by keeping the pretious caſtle of of py4y, 


his body in good eſtate , for the health, ſtrength and vigor 
therot, Its a Proverbe made in favour of a good wite , that if 
Qq the 
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the hnsband looke well, they lay Ile hath a good wife, Shee 
is his nurſe to drefſe and provide him ſavory meate, ſuch as 
his heart loveth:ſhe knowes his body,to what ailes he is ſub- 
je&,his diſcaſes, and diſtempers are knowne to her cheefly, 
{he muſt order his diet, ſhee mult diflwade him from what 
is hurtfull,, preſent what is wholeſome,and that not in a ſee- 
ming curioſity, bat in areall, and cordiall caretulneſſe. 
Shee muſt bee his welcomer to entertaine him , from 
his wet and cold journics, with warmth , with harbour, 
with comforts and refreſhings : For his heart truſts to her 
for it, and no colds, wets, heates or ill jorneyes can be wea- 
riſome to him, having ſo helpfull a yokefcllow at home to 
receive him. If he be ficke,, ſhee is his beſt meſlenger to the 
Phiſitian,beſt & tendereft keeper under kisPhiſick,beſt cook 
for kitchin Phiſick at home,and muſt be the heſt inftrument 
for recovery: For why?ſhe tooke him not onlyfor health and 
proſperity, wherin he can provide for himſclfe,but for ſick- 
nefle and diſaſters, wherin he relies upon her helpfulneſſe, 
Ag.ine ſhe is as the ſhield of his pretious Name,and good 
Report. Suffers no fly of her own to light upon that oynt- 
ment , 15 impotent to endure or put up any baſe aſperfions 
upon it; honors it, and the merit and repute of it hath a ſpe- 
nall facultie to commence and procure an high eſteeme of 
his vertues in the hcarts of all c{pecialy in the hearts of fach 
aSare worthie to honor a man, and ſhuns all occafions 
which might cauſe the i aſc{t todeftame him:ſhe hath alwaya 
covering readie to carry backward upon his nakednefles 
and blemiſhes: ſuch 1 ſay as are tobe covered. And ſuch, as 
ſhee is forced to confefie ( as Naba:s Churl:ſhnes and folly 
by Abiga/ ; ). ſhee 1s rather haledthereto by neceitity then 
prone to ut with delight : She abhorres them whoſe tingers 
alway itch at the diſgrace of their husbands : She chuſeth to 
come betweene his folly, and his ſhame by cat hing the 
wound npon her c*,,ne fleſh , and leaving her own bleeding 
rather then violate his ,jor enduring others to derogate ther» 
from : ſhe puts no great oddes betweene the one or the 0- 
ther: knowing that her owne cannot be entire, if his be 


hurt, much lcfle thinking his lofſe to be her gayne, Fifthly 
to 
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to his family ſhee i$an abſolute helper by neceſlity, and can- 
n«t be ſpared:not onely in point of houfewivery , but alſo in , 
the diſf<ncing the Aﬀayres of it within. She croſſes not her 5 family. 
husband in any labor, and educationof children,ſhe traynes 
and inſtruQs the tender fry (fitteſt for her hand) till meeter 
for his overſight : joines with him in his reproofes and core 
re&tions, (know1ng that Satan reignes in the children by the 
diviſion of parents ) holdes not his hand from due ftroakes, 
but bares their $kin with delight , to his fatherly ſtripes; de- 
fendes neither hers, nor his children in their fin. And yet,as 
the caſe requires, playes the kinde Mediator, alienating the 
extremity of both wordes and blowes left they be difcoura- 
ged,yet by coſent,for the breaking at their hearts. She counts 
it her glory , by her lenity and love, with all innocency to 
keep accord betweene the children of divers broodes,indit- 
ferently enſuing both their welfarezit not with equal nature, 
yet with the ſame contcicce ; not ſeeking to derive the cur- 
rent of her husbands heart to her own, but letting it have free 
aflage to them who are equally his. She is not in words bur 
in truth, not aſtepmother unto them : as loth to betray the 
one as the other to their fathers wrath,or to Gods:rejoicing 
when they are furtheſt off the dinte of eyther. Not as Eve, 
who firſt had inevitably betrayed all her poſterity toruine, 
together with her ſelfe , ere her husband knew it, and then 
himſelfe. Not looking at her owne mayntenance , and hol- 
ding the reine in her owne hand , without rclpe&t what be- 
come of them, or after the death of her husvand, unnaturally 
ſuffring them to periſh, while her cruell eies looke on: 

Moreover ſhe ſticks cloſe to him in all ditficulties, (nay 6. 
moſt then, thatlike to God , ſh2 may be moft ſcene in the I 1ldifficul- 
mounte ) afwell as when his ſucceſſes are moſt proſperous; *'*5 
In the affront of any ill newes,loſſes,diſcontents,injuries,ſhe 
keepes off the dint of ſorrow from his ſpjrit , wypes away 
the teares trickling downe his cheeks, turnes off what might 
incenſe , enſues what might ſatishe and give him content, 
and putting under her helping ſhoulders to beare any com- 
mon burden,which muſt be borne. Although her own necke 
lie upon the blocke,and ſhe ſuffer under any ſpeciall vexation 
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lying on her ſpirit,yet the abhorres to be-moaned or eaſed b 
ontcrvyes and dolours: rather taking it to her ſelfe,8& biting it 
into her owne regret;the willing that for the lake of one,the 
whole Family ſhould bee in diſquiet,ſaying with that wiſe 
Shunamite, - God can reconcile all diſproportions, be quiet 
my ſoule,bite not upon the bridle, but wayte , and all ſhalbe 
well. And as a branch heerof, addefthis in the laſt place,that, 
if God frowne upon their eſtate , ſhe makes no mutiiy nor 
clamor againſt heaven or husband , herlot and ill Chance, 
(for ſhe knowes no ſuch Goddefle as fortune,) But rather by 
ber own example in ſubmittingto providence,to fare hardly, 
tobe attried homely, when better ſupplie fayles; ſhe drawes 
ker husbands fpirit from impatience, and unequalnes, to 
equanimity and ſubje&tion. In ſubmitting of her ſoule to 
God, even when h:s hand is ſad, and the rod is ſharpe, ſhee 
findes ſcnlible eaſe: wayting meexly rilGod turne the wheele, 
& (with Naonm) being her home to her wonted welfare. And 
this ſhall ſerve tor a draught of thethird branch of the wo- 
mans helpfulnes in the conjugall converſation, 

Now its time to finiſh the Chapter with ſome uſe. And 
firſt of ſharpe reproofc. For to this end hath the Lord framed 
woman as I have ſayd ; but ſhee hath found out new inven- 
tions;and indeed (hee was the firſt that fct her wits on work 
in this kinde. Alas! how many women have wee , helpfull 
to others with the hurt of their husbands ? others, helpfull to 
their husbands, with the hurt of others? A third fort helpfull 
to themſelves , whatſoever hurt befall their husbands ? And 
laſtly, ſomeneither helptull to themſelves , nor to their hus- 
bands, but hurtfull to all : but (till the helptull wife is rare to 
come by. And, as we fee that firſt helper of man, created 
molt perfe@, yet inſtantly degenerated, and became the 
greateſt hurt to him and his,ſo her Grand-children ſtill tread 
in her ſteps, ſo that few husbands there be, but may ſay with 
Adam(and much more jaſtly,) The woman tho! gavelt mee 
hath undone me.If it had been a ſtranger,an Enemy,l could 
have borne it : butlo, ſhe that ate with me out of one diſh, 
dranke out of one cup, dipt her morſels in the ſame vinegar, 


:ay in my bolome, and, was one with mee,ſhe hath beene as 
rottenncs 
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rottennes to my bones,as ſmoake to mine eyes, and as a con- 
tinuall dropping. Oh! if the eye be blind, how great is that 
darkenes ? Andif ſhee who was made for the choylſeſt hel- 
per(for what earthly comfort is like her who is like her ſelf) 
proovea plague and hurt toa man, how great muſt that 
wound proove ? As the diſcord of brethren 1s therefore like 
the beaken barres of a Pallace , (becaule they are in place of 
neereſt lovers ) ſo the hurt of a wife is unſpeakebly intolera- 
ble, ecauſe ſhe breakes that law in pieces, which ordeyned 
her to the contrary. Forzthere is a curſed generation of wo- 
men,out of meaſure {intull, whoſe cheefe rever-ge 15 to whet 
theirteene upon their husbands , arid to kill their hearts, not 
onely with deſpitefull tongues , but alſo malitious attemprs, 
profeſſing,they do it to crofſe them. 

Such as theſe I deny not to be helpers, for they helpe their What find of 
husbands to a {ad heart, to a weary life, to bitter complaints Þ*<!pers walt- 
to ſuch as they dare truſt ( forif they had no boſomes to tull wyvey ars, 
emprie 1t into , their hearts would breake ) to an empty 
purſc, to a rotten name, to a ragged coate, they helpe them 
(ere they havedone)'o the ſheete,*o the ſtockes, to the Gal- 
lowes,to hell it ſelfc, without mercy,by their ſeverall hurtfull 
inventions. Thus was not Abigail to Nabal, (though a 
beaſt ) if ſhe had ſcorned him (o ftarre, as to renounce help- 
fulnes;ſhe would not have endangered he: life for his (afery; 
butlefr him to ſhift for himſelfe. But fſach preſidents as 
Dalila, Texabel , Jobs wite,and the like, helpleſſe, hurtful 
Wis es,Joying rather 1n their hasbands harmes,and thruſting 
them forward, when they arc falling , better ſute to many of 
our wives,then that out worne end of Abigails. Alas ! tuch 
a patterne ſerves rather for wonderment, then honor & imi- 
tation. Do wee not ſee how jolly and proud Dames, ſet up 
a private wealth to themſelves with negle& of the common 
good of husbands and familics * Have we not coy peeces, 
that affeR a ſingularity of Diet,apparrel,company,lo'ty car- 
riage, above,and apart from their husbands? Publique ſhame 
( which yet now rc{trains meſt abuſes) not curbing thele ! 
Are thoſe helpers, that jolly it out and ruffle it in the miſery, 
debts,banqueruptnes, and de3<Rion of their husbands,brave 
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in their ruffes and cloathes when they are all ragged, coſtly 
in their fare , when they are fainet6 bite ſhorr, fit at the up- 
per end ofthe Table , when Tom foole muſt tand with fin- 
ger in hole behind the doore ? Are theſe helpers, or harlots, 
trow you! Howelſe ſhould it be verefied of women, which is 
foretold of al ſorts by Pawl,in theſe latter daics, They ſhould 
be levers of themſelves,proud,unnaturall,trecherous? What 
traitor is like a bolome one? 

And , well might theſe proverbiall ſpeeches ariſe, that A 
man may thrive,if he have his wifes good wil:Or, A mant hat 
marries a ſecond wife with Children, need take no thought 
to purchaſe houſe and land. Theſe argue that although the 
ls may be otherwiſe in many wives,yet generally it is dan- 
gerous, eſpecially in ſecond marriages with widowes. 
Secondly, be it exhortation to all that would bee good 
wives, that they be belpfull ones. As once that worthy Di- 
vine Maſter Perkins wrote upen his tudy doore , Thou art a 
Miniſter of the word, that doe » fo ſhould a good wite up- 
on her pales and fringes, for an helper thou wert made , 
this looke to, mind the end of thy creation,Carry it with thee 


as thy charge,l was made for an helper.Not for an helper on: 


way,and an hutter,ten : but an only helper. So that as Law is 
the ſoule of the (tate , the ſoule is wholly and in each finge 
of the body, ſo ſhould my helpfulneſſe begin at husband,and 
animate all the family. But eſpecially it ſhould be thelite of 
my husband ; his foule I am bound chiefly to helpe, by godly 
counſell : his ſpirit I muſt helpe, by my cheerfull behavior : 
his body I muſt cheriſh with my beſt benevolence ; his 
name I muſt tenderly honour, his forrowes I maſt wiſely mi- 
tigate; ws joyes, I muſt ſympathize ; his dangers, 1 mult 
prevent,his health and ſtate I muſt uphold : and when I have 
thus done, as the Bee gathering hony, as the Sheep bearing 
a fleece, as the Oxe plowing the ground, as the builder tra» 
ming the houſe, not fortheir owne uſes, but the commodity 
of others ; ſo mult the helpfull wife, all theſe 1 have done, 

not for my (clfe,but for my husband. Yea looke what inſtin& 

Nature, Art, hath put into theſe creatures , that hath grace 

and belptulneſſe put into me. An helper I was made for,this 

oh 


touch; 
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oh Lord,let mc look to ! If 1 doit of a willing vertuons mind, 
there is praiſc!!f not,yet a neceſſity is layd upon me,and,wo 
teme , if | be not an helper? who ever ſhunned or waived *© 

the end of their creation, but vengeance purſued them as 

traytors to Nature, to heaven 1 I was not made for my (clfe, 

but for another : each part ot the houſe claiming a part of 

me. As he ſaid once toa Coy Virgin, thy virginity is not all 

thine to diſpoſe of : in part its tby parents, father hath 

a ſtroke in it , mother another , and kindred a third : Fight 

not againſt all, but be his, whom they would have thee. So 

ſay I t> thee being a wife and an helper : Thy womanhood, 

thy helpfulnefle is not thine,its thy hasbands, his body, ſtate, 

poſterity claime it from thee : hc laies claime to all , not as 

that Tyrant did , all thy wives ſilver and gold is mine : but 

as onethat is invelted in all thou haſt by peculiar providence. 

I live not by rule or examples : the unhelpfull ſhall not teach 

metobea hurter : the helptull ſhall not fo teach me as if I 

followed for their ſake only,but for his, who hath ſubjected 

me to helpfulnefle. 

Laſtly , its incouragement to all good wives, to looke off 7; ſe 2. 
from the degenerate praRice of this world , which might Encourage- 
pull them from this yertue ; If ſhe be ſuch an belper to thee, ne tO l;e/p- 
oh husband,as I have ſaid, comfort thy ſelfe'in her, comfort Om 
and encourage her thy ſclfe againſt all diſmayments. And if 
ſhee bee ſo towards a lewed —_— who hath not the 
grace topriſe her : let mee here from God encourage her. 

God requitethee pcore ſoule, for the world cannot, thine 
husband will not. God make his way the ſtrength of the 
upright , in the thankfulnefle of both : Thou canſt doe no 
more then thou canſt : If a bad husband will yet ruine all, 
well, yet as long as thou couldeſt , thou haſt held carte on 
wheeles : The Lord ſhallbe thy helper, the ſtrong helper 
of an hetpcfull wife : Others ſhall helpe thee : Thou 
ſhalt not bee forſaken in thy greateſt ſtraits And 
touching thus ſecon duty of the wife ,- viz. hcelptulneſle, 
ſo much, 
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Concludeth with the third and lift Several Daty 
of the wife , to wit, ber Gracefulneſſe. 


Conclude now the diſcourſe about the ſeverall duties 
of the woman to the man : whereof this is the laſt, to 
wit her gracefulneſſe. The former alone without this , 
will make a good drudge, but this added therto will make a 
good wife. They lay, he who hath gotten both profit and 
pleaſure together ( for they are not alway Joined ) hath hit 
the naile on the head. But ina wife, I am ſure it is ſo: if ſhe 
be uſefull by her huſwifery, and cheerfull by her gracefull 
amiableneſſe, ſhe is right and ſtraight indeed, and well ac- 
compliſhed. Some, yet none of the worlt honſewives are 
none ef the moſt gracefull creatures : their droile alway 
hangs about them, as an ague in the bones : and others ami- 
able and cheerfull enough,are yet none of the moſt huſwife- 
ly and helpfull : as the apples of Sodom if _— bur touche 
with a finger to be uſefull, they monlderto athes. The for- 
mer are good droiles to diſpatch tulinefle, the other pretty 
Idols to looke on. But the compound of theſe two hath no 
fellow , to reconcile into one an helpfull gracefulnefſc,and 
a gracctull helpfulnefſe. Of all other duties, I need leaſt 1n- 
fiſt,in prooving that this woman makes her marriage honou- 
rable : and therefore, that ſhe is bound to improve her {clfe 
in this kind to theuttermoſt , for the attaining of it. This 
vertue of it ſclfe ſpeakes (as 4bel being dead ) withont 
words. This third gift is nothing elle , ſave that complexion 
and luſter which ariſeth and reboundeth from the mix: ure of 
the graces of a woman, duly compounded. As fromthe well 
mixt Elements ariſcth bodily temperament, and from the 
blood well mixed in the face ariſcth beauty : ſo frem a well 
tempered ſpirit in a. woman ariſeth this gracefulnefſe. As 
once that Philoſopher ſaid, it vertue could be ſecne with the 
el 


——  —— — C—— ——————_— 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 305 


eie, it would raviſh a man with. admirable loves of her : 
ſo the graces of a woman breaking through her, and ap- 
pearing in the converſation, are able to raviſh any ſpirit that 
1snot a ſtoicke, a Nabal. A little then firſt of the Mate- 
rialls, then of the true forme and temper it felfe of this 


by ſhe is of great eſteeme with God himſelfe ? Sois ſhee 

that walkes in a due and daily ſence of her infirmities, a 

modeſt concealement of her graces. Not Saws talneſſe, 

but bidiag humſelfe away from henour did moſt grace him. 

Not a ſcholess art, open'd all at once, but the conceal- 

ment of it, moſt graceth him. So, not a womans parts , but 

that ſo fraile a creature ſhould bee above all thats in her, 1s 

as the varniſh which makes all the pifture fo amiable. 

Why doe wee thinke Greeke and Ebrew ill beftow'd upon 

a woman? fave, that its above tier ordinary fex to know it , 

and to know her ſelfe too : yetifI ſhould behold a wo- 

man of exccllent parts of learning , and yet to bee as one 

that knew not her owne knowledge, but drown'd all in the 

ſpirituall ſence of her corruption, I ſhould thinke I aw a 

rare oþje&t. Shee 15 little 1n her owne eies : yet that little- 

nefle makes her greater in Gods eye,preciouſer in mans,then 

that great gift with which ſheis turmiſhed. A ſecond grace ee 

is ſeltdeniall. A meere ſcholaris growne into a character of $01feacnia!;, 

- difdaine : and ſo isevery other thing that is meer : a meer 

womanzis an homcly fight becauſe ordinary, But a woman 

| above a woman, her wits, and abilities : and eſpectally a 

woman above her wrath,envie,ſelflove and paſſions: a wo- 

man above her gaine,plcafures,cearthly contents: having all, 

and yet above ali:peſtred with all,and ye evercomming all, 
| Rr is 
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is an objec of admiration. The ſpirit of God. te affeR our 
ſpirits, preſents ſtrange objets1n his word , wemen Cap- 

taines, warrioursCoquerors: what a pretty thing it is to {2 [acl 
to mafter a great Generall of the field with her Hammer 8 
Naile ? Debora tolit and judge [/ra/? what a miracle was 
our mayden 2ucen Elizabeth to the world? Why | but be- 
cauſe weethinke we ſee , and can ſcarce beleeve our cies 
in ſeeing thoſe vertues which were admirable 1n the Man,to 


_ reſide in a weake ſexe,as it were out of place? So,the Lord 


WR 
F aith 
I, 


For the tub 


of it. 
2. Per.1, þ 4 . 


2. Tcl ZoÞ. 


preſents to us in his word his malter-peeces, an Abigail 
without ſword or bow, conquering a Conqueror , and lea- 
ding kim captive,with her {clt-denial,and wiſedome.” And 
in experience we ſee here and there one ( as a berry, or an 
olive, left behind ) who can maſter a fierce husbands anger, 
by her long ſuffcing and fſelfdeinall : one that can rule her 
paſlions,which rule al forts. Why?ſave that we might admire 
our God as much inthe Ants fagacity , as the Elephants 
ſtrength? If he who can overcome himſelfe,then much more 
ſhee who cando lozis greater, then he who hath overcome 
a City | Ohnot alway in great things is goodnes: but alway 
in good is greatnes,eſpecially when that good is alſolittle! 
A third grace of a woman is faith borh for the trath of it 
and for the lite of it. For the former, what more worth thea 
pretious faith ? Paw! ſaith its not of all, women or men: its a 
flower growing 1n the gardens, a pretious jewell worea in 
the boſomes of very few of this ſexe. What can calme the 


\ ſoule ſave pardon and grace fromthe promiſe of a Father, 


the blood of a Mediator? What can make a woman peacea- 
ble and of a quiet frame , fave becaute all is well, betweene 
God and her ſelfe? And whatis that grace which ſettles the 
ſoule in this grace ſave faith,the fruite of the lips,and mother 
of peace? They ſay there was once a famous Ladic in the 
Engliſh court,that calmed the differences of all the courtiers, 
and therfore they called her /one-Makepeace. - This ladic 
faith is that lady Jone: a meet ornament,'not for court onelye 
but country alſo. Jone-Makebates each houſe is fall of,but 
ofMakepeaces,very few.Oh this graces abſence,makes all a- 
mort! women unquictnefſe of nature, wrath, ſceldings and 
: diſtcempers, 
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diſtempers , come not ſo much from outward cauſes, or in- 
ward humors , as for lacke of this lady faith. Their hearts are 
wicked, caſtingup mure and dirt in the family, like thera- 
ging ſea,caſting up her owne foame , and all , becauſe the 
peaceof God which paſſeth underſtanding , and fertling the 
ſoule by faith,is wanting.Some what they once had,in crea- 
tion,haveloſt it by corruption, cannot recover it by faich,and 
this diſquiets them : the lofle of a pig, a chicken will vexe by 
conſent,becauſe there is a worle vexer within. But, as wee 
know , if a woman had found a pearle worth an hundreth 
pound, ſhee would be overjoyed, ( Chriſt ſpeakes but of a 
groate) ſo that , if ſhe ſhould heate ſhe had loit one of her 
goſlings,it would little afte& her:ſo,if this faith were within 
the bolome,the loſles of toies, the occaſions of common an- 
ger in the famuly would ceaſe. That would change all, as 
Chriſt calmed the ſea. 

And ſecondly , forthe life of it , what gold isſo precious, 
aS isthe triall of faith : Marriage is as full of troubles, as a 
Crowne of cares. Sorrow there'is futhcient to eaCh day:to a 
womi by name,breeding,bearing,bringing forth:many loſles 
ſhe mectes with,falſe aſperſions, teare of debts, wrong of ill 
neighbors and enemies, deprivall of health, her deereft chil- 
dren, ſundry diſcaſes,ill fuccefles: what were then the life of 
a woman under all theſe but miſerie, if ſhe beleeved not in 
the ſon of God,and hoped for a good end? That although ſhe. 


- . 


cannot ſay,Allis,yet ſhe may ſay, All ſhalbe well,when the 
houre of Redeemed ones is come. T his life of faith wil make 
the buſh though it burne, yet not to conſume, and will bring 
the Son of God to walke with her in the hot fornace, who 
wil keep away the ſavor as wel asSthe power of fire from the. 
Therfore Sar4 and the widow of Zarepta, and of Shunem , 
and Rebecca, are brought in as beleevers in that cloude of 
witnefles, as well as Abraham, and 7/aac, and Iacob. So 
baſe is that ſpeech of ſome Atheiſts, that women muſt 
meddle with no faith, but wrap themſelves up in their 
husbands. 

A fourth graceis Innocency, and truth. A compound of 


two in one. The one isa breſtplate ofdefeace, the other a 
Rr 2 Golden 
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Golden Girdle to gird alt other graces of Gods ſpirit cloſe 
to her. Theſe I grant are peeces of Armot for Champions: but 
I underſtand my fſelfe to ſpeake of women Captains and 
conquerors , aS1 told; youbetore : and you know fayth is 
no effec minate grace (though feminine ) but overcomes the 
world. And why ſhould a ſhield of Faith { which ſerves to 
defend both the body and tke Armour of it too ) go without 
2 Breftplate, and a girdle ? Debora it (hee will g5 into the 
feeld, ſhee muſt be armed, and a woman is not free from al- 
faults,and perill,ſhot anddarts, aſwelas a man, in this feeld 
of the worlde : therfore muſt learne to put on this armour. 
God hath no other for menthen women : though women 
mult not put on mens apparrel, yetthey muſt be clad in the 
ſame armor of light. That will make them ſhot-free. The Em+ 
peror Charles the 5. weatamong the thickeſt of his ſouldiers, 
and tolde his men, That a true Emperor was never ſhot with 
a Bullet. ButI am ſure of this , That this Breſtplate is armor 
of proofe : An innocent, harmelefle, quiet woman,ſhall not 
þc aſhamed to meete her enemies in the gates, yea thongh it 
were of hell; whe things come to be debated, her uprightnes 
and righteouſnes ſhall deliver her:Innocevcy ſhalbe her de- 
fenceagainſt evill tongues abroad, & truth againſt an ill con- 
{cience within; wheras the guilty and treacherous woman 
will betray her {clfe,and lofe the day. That very harlor,trae 
10 nothing,but that ſhee was the infants methe,rby her truth 
eſcaped the ſwords cenſure. A micſcheavous woman,or a 
woman-lyar,who can endure ? And who would not go or 
ride a far journey to {ee this other warlike woman. Thoſe 
Heroines of whom ſtory and Pocts fo talke,as Penthefilea and 
the like, were not fo gracefull a ſight, nor thoſe Amazons, 
that ſeared off one dug that they might ſhoot , were no ſuch 
{peRacles as theſe women , Clad in innocency, and truthe. 
Their name 1s more fragrant, then ſweet oynement , and 
there is no dead fly to make it ftinke. 

A fifth grace is zeale and piety. For the former, it ſerves 
to make — a ſtirring houſewife for God , ay Dili- 
gence makes her ſo for her husband. Meeknefle in her own 
matters, Well becomes her wks is carnett in Gods, If a wo- 
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man would be hot and hery, let her rnrne it to God, and for 
his cauſc,and this will make her coole and calme in her own. 
Ag bleeding onthe arme by art, {tops unnaturall bleeding 
ay fluxe : ſozeale tor God,cooles the keat of corrupt paſſion 
to man. This grace decomes this fexe, the rather , becauſe . 
it argues truth of grace : for elfe calmeneſle of her frame , 

naturally carries her to flatneſle and fulfomneſle. It mult be 

with a Chriſtian woman, as it 1s in nature with the female 

{exe of the creatures. Nature hath put a fircenefle into the 

temale becauſe of the 1impotency thereof : therefore the ſhe 

Beare, the Lyoneſle, are the molt raging, and cruell. But 

gracc makes that naturall impotency of the woman, turne 

umnpotency for God : as to provoke her husband with ſweet 

aftcRiens for his ſervants and worthip. It was a great praiſe i King. 17. 9. 

for the exe, that God would fend his Prophet in the famine, = 

rather to try the piety of the widdow ol Zecepcte an hea- 

then , then any of the {onnes of Iſrael. And it was the ho- 

nour of thoſe wealthy women Joanna the wite of Herods | es. >. 
Steward,and other the like to be the pious ſupporters of the ; 

Lord Ieſus his body, when hee had not whereon to lay his 

head. And at this day, if eſtimation be made, God is as much 

if not more honoured with the forwardnefſe of women,then 

of men : their nature ( being fearfull ) hath ever beene 

proner to ſuperitition: as in Zzekje/,thoſe women that wept 

from 7 ammuz , thoſe devout Grecian Gentlewomen ſtird 

up by the Iewes, againſt Pa! : and where they are out of 

the way, none are worſe : But grace overruling corruption, 

turnes ſuperſtition inte zeale and deyotion , into religion , 

and then its comcly, 

Mens ſpirits are hardier, doe not fo eaſily feare Ma- Mens hearts 
jeſty, tremble at judgemnts , beleeve promiſes, ſhun finne, "** gener-lly 
love good, as women : fo that when they arc in the way, as = _ 
none are better : none ſooner embrace the Goſpell, ifit . if 
come a new to a place, none more readily joing together they | c 1ight, 
in communion , none more tender heartcd to the diltrefled , 
and ſuch as ſufter for Chriſts name. Ged hath his women 
that wove ſcarlet and twined linnen for his Tabernacle, as 
Manaſſeh had tor his Idolls. Oh ! how ſweet a fight is it to 

| R 3 ice 
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ſee theſe Votaries,not of the Pope, but the Lord Ieſus ! who 

can thinke of that honorable Countefle of Richmond and 
Derby without admiration : the founder of ſo many Col- 
l:dges and Hoſpitalls. I omit to ſpeake of all : whoſe praiſe 

is in the goſpell ? wee have many worthy momen 1n our 

daics , exceeding men in theſe pieties and zealous duties ? 
Ohgoe on ! hold your daily entercourſe with God ! keepe 
quarter with heaven , have your converſation where your 
treaſure is : and with that famous peece of devotion , old 
Anna , a widow who for above ſixty yeere, dwelt inthe 
Temple, and ceaſed not to faſt and pray : goe on, ſome of 

you had need to doe i for your husbands and your ſelves 

too , for ſurely they doe it but little ! The cloſet of a good 
woman graceth her more to frequent, then her ſtill-houſe , 
kitchin, or parlour : for therin ſhe playes the good houſwife 

for her owne ſoule ; being much in meditation there , in 
prayer, in brokenneſſe of heart, confeſſion, renuing of 
Covenant. As for Mice! , who ſcornes zeale in her huf- 

band, hath none in her ſelfe, eh let not thy ſoule come into 

her counſell. 

6. Sutable to this piety to God , is mercy and compaſſionts 
Grace : Mer. his Saints, when the former, P/al. 16. 2. falls ſhort of God, 
cy and Com», let the later be tendered to his Aſſignes, and Attorneys, the 


won, Saints. So ſaith Bathſbeba, ſhe ſtretcheth out her hand to the * 


poore , yeareacheth it farre to the needy. Some women 
cloth their owne with $karlet , but ſuffer the poore to goe 
in rags. Surely cotton or courſe cloath, or canvis, is due to 
theſe , if skarlet tothem. Turne $karlet rather to common 
cloath, then the poore goe oaked. Women, eſpecially Mi- 
niſters wives (who it bad, of all other commonly are worſt ) 
Muth. 25- 36. quſt think themſelves meant, when Chriſt faith, I was na- 
ked, hungry ,1in priſon, poore, and ſick; and, you clothed, 
fed, viſited , releeved mee ! Be bleſſed women if you bee 
wiſe. Your husbands make you their almoners and ſtewards, 
beware you proove not theeves, that the poore ſhould curle 
you. A gift.comes more tenderly from thee to a poore ſoule, 
then from thine husband. What ſight of the baſeſt Miſer is 
{o yrkelome;as of an hard harted woman ? And what orna- 
ment 
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ment ſo becotmming a tender ſexe, as a mercifull heart, to 
give, and to give tenderly in compaſſion, abundantly to fix 
and ſeven? Both are Boweclls : and a woman ſhould have 
more (by right ) then men. Tabitha began betimes, God AR 9.36, 
would not have her die, perhaps leſt wives might loſe the 
honor and example of mercie. Ifoeing a maide thee had fo 
many good workes to ſhew, of linnen clothes made for the 
poore , What did ſhe being a wife ? And eſpecially let wo- 
men be harberoursto all , which belong to the houſchold of 
faith, but above all to peore of her owne ſexe, women or 
widowes : Its noill fight to fee youin Priſons: But if 
vou cannot go to others, ſend not them away empty , who 
come to you | 

And to make an end , what grace ſhould a Chriſtian wife 
thinke ſtrange ? But ſay as he once did , Amanl am, and I 
deeme no gifc ofa man unbeſeemingmee. So thou wo- 
man ſpeake : I ſee not but it beeomes mee to be loving, pa- 
tient, wiſe , wary , prudent , thankfull : Thele are ingre- 
dients into the converſion ,. as thoſe ſpices reckoned up by 
Moſes , to make the holy oyntment,. and to cauſe thee to 
ſmell ſweetly in the noſtrils of God, thy husband , and all 
ſorts 1 one other St. Peter mentions,confidence in God, the 
ſiſter offaith even now mentioned: They truſted in God,and 
walked without amaſement ( he meanes ſuch carnall and 
diſtruſtfull fearcs aSthat ſexe is full of:) Their daughters are 
youzif you tread in their ſteps. Asthe eye of thine owne ****3-516: 
handmaid is alway awetully carried to thee , wayting for 
acceptance,and , andthen ſhee is fate : ſolet her teach thee 
{ as Gods handmayd ) to carrie thine towards him : for the 
ſupport of thy Spirit, in the whole wheele of thy converſa- 
tion,for all other Gifts aſwell as theſe,to make 1t ftrong as 
the ſtaves do the cart wheele , that it cracke not in peeces. 
More ſpices might have beene brought foorth: but by theſe 
you may guefſe wherof a womans ſweet powder is made: 
let us haſt to the Confeftion. 

For , as, not the ſingle ſpices, but the Apothecaries skill - 2. 
made Gods oyntments,{o,not only thefe meer graces,but the Forme is tem - 
medly of them, the temper of that ſpirit ariſing, from them, P**ave ot 

is 
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AE is that thing which makes the wife ſo gracefull. This muſt 
come from that wile & alſufficient skill of the ſpirit of grace, 
which muſt teach her Reynes in the night ſeaſon, and put 
into ker the ſpirit of gracetulnefſe: He who hath given a gift 
tothe Bee to diſpole that honey ſhee hath gathered from 
allflowers,in ſo wiſe a manner,that her workmanſhip makes 
allthe beholders to admire it ; mult in an higher kind teach 
her to make her graces into one compound and temper ; I 
ſay mult enable her tolay themall ſo ſweetly together, and 
order her whole marriage courſe by the helpe of them ; that 
both every one may afford her ſpecaall influence into it, and 

all of them together may make her tace to ſhine, and the 
beauty therof to appeare gracefall ro all the beholders. Shee 
muſt beg of God this ſpirit by Prayer : and as all the l»oſc 
flowers of the Noſegay muſt be wiſely ordred and put toge- 
ther,and then bound together with a thred , that they ſcatter 

Is,the weete not : So tke ſpirit of warinefſe and wiſedome muſt gird the 

union of all 1oofe loynes of her ſoule cloſcly together , and teach her to 

ro oe © accommodate her ſelfe to every occaſion offered,in a ſatable 

YT : 28, Correſpondence, that there be no gulte nor interruption, no 

unequalneſſe nor diſproportion in her carriage. No man 
ſhall need to paint an exact beautifull face : nor teach her 
that is faire, to ſhew it forth,it ſhewes it ſelfe to all naturaly 
without trouble. As Pax told Lifras:That he was borne a free 
man of R ome, it colt hum nothing : ſo where an heart is far- 
niſht with grace , it will without any difficulty expreſle it, 
and calt her ſavor abroad : That which will make an hypo=- 
* Crite to toyle and ſweate, comes from grace with ſweet- 
neſſe,and facility; yet I deny not but as that Glyceris ſhewd 
greatskill in compounding the flowers of her pofies, and the 
lewclls of a Crowne muſt be skilfully ſet into it , to make it 
glorious : fo , the more carefull the woman ſhalbe to marke 
the circumitances,the ſeaſons and all the occaſions of her life 
{o muchthe more wiſely ſhe thall be avle to apply each of 
theſe graces to their objzets, and ſhew forth the luſtre of all 
in her generall carriage. And {uch as are the ingredients,ſach 
mult needes the compound bee, if skill and diſcretion order 


it well. Now,the expreſſion of all theſe in one is amiablenes: 
that 
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that is the way whereby ſhe utters herſclfe, and in it, the 
pomrs. bluſh of them all appears: humbly amiable, mercifully 
amiatle,amiable in the comely carriage of ail, (as her bodie 
is inthe wearing of the moſt coſtly and belt ſuted attire moſt 
comely and pleaſing, Eſpecialy when the grace of this grace 
is added to it, that this is not ina pang, or good moode, 
when all goes well, but comes froma principle within, 
Which cauſcs her to goe on inan uniforme courſe : ſothat 
looke kow you ſce her at onetime , you ſce her at another : 
ſhee is alway ker felfc:and as a Virgin of a comely face, al- 
though ſhe bee all blu>berd with teares, ſhe loſeth not her 
beauty! ur by the contrary,doth commend it:{o,althongh the 
oCcca! 01.5 of her lite are {ad aſwell as cheretull,yet the cloud 
doth not difanull the fun , bur cauſcs it to ſhine thorough 
with a more acceptable grace.So farrel fay as weake fleth 
mixt with much corruption wil admit. And this forthe latter. 
What ſhall I then fay for Coocluſion of this former part Vc ofthis 
of my tex*, that the married wives muſt honor their Mar» **"*: 
riage by this amiable behaviour ? Surely it inſtruXeth us in _ +. 
of . l - InitruRion, 

and abovt the variety of couples in marriage : The oddes is 7; '* agrn—ange" 
as great as the d,ffcrence of the Prophets baskets of figs, very Coupleswher, 
good and very naught , ſo that they could not be eaten. The ua i auds, | 
gratious wite 15 not only an helper tothe Eſtate of her hus- 
band ; | ut ſhee isa Co. fort and contentment to his mind 
_ andfpirit:ſhee lies in his boſon-e as a tag of ſweet ſpices un- 

der his A:metol: s, as a perfumed garment to his noſtrils,as 
the ſpikenard of the ſpouſe in the Canncles which gave her 
favor to the beloved, when ke lay upon his bed. Hence it is 
that Sa/or:cn, Compares her not onely te the molt coſtly, but 
eſpecially to the moſt comely things which Nature hath 
made. All hcr tecthyher forhcadglips,necke,boſome,thighes, 


Cant. 


legges,yea even her very goings, are pleaſing in his eye: he 
compa es her to the lillics, tothe waſhed ſheepegtorhe Roes 
of the N ountaines, to the Doves, tothe Cedars, to the Cur- 
tains of Salomon, and every lovely, amiable thing : Allto 
ſhew that amablencfle and gracctulnes 1s that principall 
excel) ncy whick commends a wite to her kusbands eſteem 
and affetion : witnout rhe which the reft were little wor: hs 
Iu 6cher things {hee hath a mixture 6 her (elte ; but in = 
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ſhe reſembles him who hatb reſtored her to her firſt order 
and comelinefſe in her creation. A creation which no out- 
ward wealth or price can purchaſe ; nothing in the world 
can equall the reflexion of thoſe graces, and the 1a- 
yor of that report which came from her. They are in her, 
not for her : as the flowers of a garden ſerve to garnith the 
hou's ; 1o theſe grow in her for his uſe ( her husbands ) to 
adorne and grace his perſon, that he may be knowne in the 
gates. All that City, which knew Auth to be a vertuous wo- 
man, knew Boez to be an happy man in her : himſelte thin- 
king no leflc when hetold her {6. Her vertues indeed ſhine 
within ber owne ſphzre and centre chiefly : yet, the influ- 
ence therof, is as that vile of Aaron, which ſtayed not where 
it was fir{t layd, vpon his head, bu: wet the whole attire,and 
earth about. And, as that box of coſtly oyntment, thuugh 
onely powred upon the feete of Chritt, yet made the whole 
houſe ſavor of it : fo the temper which ariſeth of the ſim- 
plicity , meeknefſe, modeſty of a good wife, makes her 
amiable to ſuch as never ſaw her face. Its as the vices of 
the bad wife, which like olle 1n the palme of ones hand,can- 
not be hid. 

Contrariwiſe, an unhappy husband falles alone, nor in 
himſelfe, ſo much , as in his vitious wife : who creates a- 
broad diſhonour , at home diſcontent to him. The beſt man, 
thus plagued fhall hardiy avoid one of theſe 1mpurations, ei- 
ther that he is unworthy of a good one, becauſe he makes her 
no better ; or unhappy, becauſe ſhe is no better : the one is 
his ſinne, the other his ſhame , both his ſorrow. She is nei- 
ther comfort to him at home, becauſe he is an eie-witnefſe 
of what he would not, nor abroad, being forced to ſtop his 
noſe at the ill {avour of her vices, as Abigail at Nabals 
charliſhnefle. Neither can hee be, but as the body fitting 
upon a rolling ſtone, which is never at reft but alway in 
confii&t with himſclfe , with wrath and deſpaire ; yet there 

is no Way to bee rid of ſuch, cither in the getting, or 
having, except God ſhew a man favour, that a man fall not 
znto her hands.” So muck for information. But from this a- 


nother ulc ariſes. 
And 
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And thats admonition to goed wives and happy huſ- Admonition, 
bands, thas much : To the good wife, this, it God have thus Gracefuit 
graced thee, enjoy it not thy felfe , but ſet a Crowne upon ves mult ex- 
thine husband , expreſle the temper of thy inward vertues , _ "x 
inthe amiablenefle of a loving and ſweet carriage. Forget b wn og 
it not even inaffliion , utter it even in the midſt of bodily PT 
weakneſſe : Let thy pleaſing influence breake th ough all 
oppoſition and ſorrowes, as the Sunne breakes through the 
thick miſt , or darke cloudes, yea although eclipſed in part, 
yet ſhine in part,and let a glimmering appeare ; remember, 
thou art a true friend, made for the day ofadverſity ; it is not 
ſo thanke worthy for thee , to cheere thine husband , when 
he can cheere thee, or himſelfe without thee while the day 
of proſperity laſts ; but then to play the ſweet orator, and 
to make him merry , when all other comforts have fortaken 
him, in the fad ſeaſon of ficknefle , of forrow ; this is better 
then all muſique and melody. Every baſe bird ( while ſum- 
mer laſts ) will chirp and cutter : But to ſing upon the bare 
bow, or thorne buſh , when the leaves are gone, and the 
cold winter approacheth, this argues a wife truly gracefull, 
truly amiable and chee! full, and ( next tothe Soules Peace 
with God ) is the greateſt content under the Sunne. I ex- 
hort no woman t » play the hypocrite ( neither indeed can 
gracefzlnefſe be long acted by any apiſh imitator.) But, I 
entreat her, whom God hath thus graced, to underſtand the 
uſe ſhe ſerves for, tot concealing her ſelfe, but to the utter- 
moſt to apply her {clfe, to the comfort of her hus band. And Husbands thar 
for himſclfe, this 11ay, If God hath thus konored thee with Ie Eappy in 
ſuch a wife, underſtand ( oh man ) thine ewne hzppineſle, the grace of 
anddigeft it ſeriouſly, wich thanks 70 him, who hath framed ,155 "mes 
her ſo, and breught her fo framed, into thy beſome ! Let her «©. 1ike, "_ 
finde by good experience, there isno love loſt ; bur, let thy 
heart reſt in her and trult to her ; ſeale her a boad of thy fare 
and fairhfull reſpe& , againe, and let her (ee, ſhe hath nor a 
weariſome Nabal to do with, who caimnot value that which 
i$ pretious in her at a due rate. Set her as a fignet on thy 
right hand, and let her be neerer thine heart, then thy colt- 
lieft zewell. Let it not be enoughthat thuu canſt love one, 
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who hath honoured thee , more then all thy wealth, or 
birth could doe , but, procure her honour 1n all places, 
and ſuff-r none to eclipſe her worth. Give her of the worke 
of her hands, and let hzr workes praiſe her in the gates. 
And , {@ much bee (poken for the ufe of this third Branch , 
and (o,touching the meane;to preſerve the hoanoar of Marri- 
age, by the duties wh:ch concerne eac' parcy 1a feverall, 
Generall uſes - And thus, having a: laſt abſolved this Taske waich I an«- 
of the whole dertooke, to wit , to ſhzw , how Matrimoniall ho.tor my 
rondle, both bee purchaſed and preſerved encire,viz: ticit by a wiſe 
Entrance marrying in the Lord,and aptly in the Lo:d; as alfo 
by wiſe watching to the Duties, both of common nature , 
reaching to them both; and in ſpeciall, »ertataiag to either; 
let mee conclude the whole treatiſe with anicem to both 
9 forts : Firlt,all ye, that are apt,religioas, Joint worſhippers 
Reproofe and of God, who love cach other , are Chaſt, an.l conſ:ncing in 
Admonition the generall : alſo who inſpeciall,are u1derſtiading, provie 
_— Cou- dent;reſpeRive husbands, ſubjeR, helpfull, graccfull wives: 
- Let me bs this unto you both, | douat nor, but in the rea» 
Branch 1. ding of my former treatiſc, you willingly heare of other un- 
bappy couples ; your ſelves better macried : Bur , which of 
you ja thus reading looke up to God , or acknowledge ſach 
a bleſting, with due thankfulaes 2 Waica of you do tut fupe 
pole, (as it is not amiſſe to ſuppoſe, what ungh: have bin or 
what may bee) or ſay within your ſclves,!t: he Lo. 4 hid not 
provided better for ſome of us, then we deferved,then we 
deſired, given us good companions, betore ever we kaew 
Look but ang What the miſery of bad , or the worth of good ones meant : 
compare your YEa,Iif he had not veene better to us molt uaworthie,:hen he 
lot with hath beene to more worthie then our {clve*, (whom he ſaw 
others, fitter to beareto profit by the croſle, then our ſelves were) 
oh,what had become of us? On 1 Nabals, £4 er, Zippora's, 
ebazels, had {\yallowed up our (ou s, ſpirits, peacz, welfare, 
thritt and all ! The continuall vex1c:ons of 644 heads, daily 
dropping of bad wives hd opprefled uslAlas? And why hath 
the Lord done this ? Surely not for any good hee ſaw, or 
foreſaw in us, but becauſe he knew how unmeet we were to 
honor him,under ſuch a chainc | 
Why 
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Why then,do wee not more magnify his providence, and 
wonder at his love,who hathſo guarded us! There being fo 
tew apt couples in the world,that our lot ſhould bee to light 
upon nounapter ; there being ſo many bad ones , that wee 
ſhould light upon no worler?Is not this mercy? Was it a gol- 
den bleſking at firſt, in our owne ſenſe and confeſſion, and 
is it become a leaden one now, after,ten, twenty,thirty; yes 
fourty yeeres experience ? Doe rich Pearles fall in price? 
Could ſuch mercie be better ſpared now then it might thirty 
yeeresagoe ? Have we had the ſtock of good — now 
20. yeeres, and come far ſhorterin the Tribute of praiſe, 
thanks,and fruit, then when we firſt entred? There be 4.ages 
of cach marriage,through the ſin of the marryed,the tirtt gol- 
de,thenext filver,the third brafle,the laſt yron!Atfiſt couples 
begin with precious affeAios toGod,to each other,join much 
in duty, cleave cloſcly each to other, mutually excite each o- 
ther tozeale & good works, and pay their vowes: well then, 
nextly Gods part weakens and decayes, and they bold aw- 
tuallmarriage-love hardly. Then thirdly both Gods part and 
their owne faile too , and they waxe fulſome,and formall in 
both: But laſtly , and before they die, the Devill will faile of 
his will but he will make them doth, looſe , carnall,profane 
and ſcandalous! conſider thisl how many Marriages of great 
hope and folemnity , have by theſe Declenſions proved 
ſtarke naught at laſt, when indeed they ſhould have proved 
beſt,and by degrees come to perteRion. Let it bee a ſad Item 
toſuch as enter well,to beware, icit they traſt too much to 
their owne wiſedome an ſtrength , which willlay themin 
the durt,ere they be aware. 

Againe, how little do wee condole the unhappines of 
miſmatcht couples ? Yea even Chriſtians, better then our "Alder " 
ſelves? Rather readie to difdayne and {corne them,then to unhappines af 
condole and pity them? As thoſe two Aaron and Miriam, others, 
fell a cavilling at Aſoſes for his «/Erhiopain wite? Why? Had 
he not ſorrow enough before? Was this to mourne with him, 
or rather to adde more burden therto? Was 1t not from God? 

And were they to quarrel at 1t? Even fo it fareth with many. 
That which ſhould provok tedernefle,love,tellow-feeling & X 
Sl 3 compallion 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


318 


Mt MA A AG AGO ee IE ORE "we: m_  ——— — 


_—_ 


Matrimonial Henour : Or, 


UA A a — nn 


R R.ofl K, 


— 


» be 
And ku. hum 


blcd 


— — — 


compailion in men rather cauſath diſdaine, indignation , 
alienating and eſtrangement of heart,& deſerting of fellow- 
ſhip!1Why E pray ? Do they ſtoop under their burden ſo deep- 
ly , that they arc oft aſhamed to complaine, and deſt thou 
trample upon them? Doſt thou judve them afflited of God, 
and humoled for ſin? Knowing thy wiſedome and Choice 
was no whit better? Thy ſuccefle only was happier in pro= 
vidence? No: but asthy felfe in the like affliction wouldlt be 
handled,ſo deale thou! Bear their burden,afloCiate their per- 
{ons,uſe all meanes to reconcile their ſpirits, to compound 
their differences, to reduce themro mediocrity and indiffe- 
rency of aff Aiens ! many couples had prooved happier , if 
even ſuch as were necreit thein had not rather made them 
objects of abhorring, then of compaſſion! A great fin! and 
meane to aggravate, yea exaſperate thoſe fcedes of cvill, 
which diſproportion at the firſt was like to kindle too much ! 
Pray,pray rather for mercie,and [trength to guide,and carry 
them through! For how hardly couldit thou digeſt thoſe mor- 
ſells once, which mult bee their daily diet? Wilt thou eate 
thy ſweet bits alone, and fo little with them to ſuch as want 
them wholy !Once a man <nyjoying ſweet marriage, thouzht 
{crioully of another friend, that never married:aviling himſclf 
as baſe in retvet of him that ſeemed to be above the need 


- of that which himfclte could neither well want, nor thank- 


fully improove ! How much mere ſhouldft thou then pray 
for ſuch as would faiac enjoy , that which no creature can 
help them withall? 

Moreover, if, not our worth, but rather our weaknes hath 
mooved the Lord to thew us this mercy , how doth the ſenſe 
ot our weaknes humble us? How do we efteeme of the grace 
of God, in ſuch, as althongh but ill married, yet do walke 
more wiſely ,under that crofle, and do grow daily,more hum- 
ble and wary , and purge out much drofſe out of themſelves 
which perhaps the bleſhngs of God purge not out ot us, but 
rather make us fleep ſecurely in the love of them ? As pride, 
hipocrilic,ſclfiove and ſenſuality? what if we whoſe portion 
s better,do yet make a ſlighter matter of it,and turne it into 
wantennes ? How juſt wereit with God, to bereave us of 

our 
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our {weet companions, leaving us to paſſe the reſt of our 
daies, either in ſolitarinefſe with ſnares ( ſothat we ſhould 
bring our gray heads to the graves with diſhonor, (as many 
have done ) or in marriage more fad and forrowfull the lat 
ter part of our life, then ever it was comfortable in the for- 
mer part thereof? Could we well brooke ſuch ſawce » and 
ſower hearbs? yet fit tor ſuch as have eaten our former 
daintics with ſuch anthanktulneſſe ? verily , the expe- 
rience I have had of ſecond or third matches which have 
betided ſome husbands tave made mee to thinke of our 
Saviours words to Peter, when thou wert young , thou !uh x1, 18, 
girded(t thy ſcltr, and went at thy pleature : But when thou 
art old, another thall Lind thee and lead thee whither thou 
wouldeſt.not 1 Surely when thou art old its ill ending , it 
were better beginning with it in thy youth, if God would ! 
Yet ſoit is , many have beene faine to hag u? the harpes of 
their yourh,, upon the witiowes of ſad marilage 1n old age, 
and (ing, this new hte requiics other manners , other 
adearing : before, I was Carried upon Eagles wings, now I 
muſt ſhift for my felfe : my battels were once wontto bee 
fought to my hand, but now, I muſt knowe warre, and 
fight my own. Now I am tried indeed, whatis in my heart, 
whart patience , whatfelfc-deniall is in it , yea my beſt wits 
to pleaſe, to conceale what I cannot amend, and all tov lit- 
tle 1 Doc you wonder ? Who thould have told you, that a 
good wife was worth the thanks while you had ber ? Or 
that ſhe was any better jewell, then you thought you deſer- 
ved,till ſhe was taken away ? If nothing, but wanting Can 
convince your folly , why ſhould not medicine cure your 
maladie. 

To end this former branch. If your ſelves have ſped well 4. 
in a bufinefle of ſuck haſard , why dee you not guide others Guide «thers 
by your experience to make a good choice ? you will fay , *© $90d 
marriage makings are thankleſſe offices ! I grant it, that if <Þ*<<- 
all I bave premiſcd be true, Ithinke ſome may con them 
{mall thanke, who have holpen them totheir marriages : But, 
as hard as the world goes , and although all hopes muſt reſt 
upon proote, yet by your leave, ſome may give a ſhrewder 
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gueſſe then ethers, and ſay more touching aptneſle or unapt- 
neſſe : howſoever,l ſay to you as thoſe Lepgrs,hiving ſtored 
themſelves with vicualls and booty -: wee doe not well 
to ſuffer our brethren to ſtarve ! And although the beſt 
care may miſcarry : yet the care is in no fault, but ra- 
ther much worlſe it muſt bee , where Counſellors are wan« 
ring. 
Secondly, I ſay to all ſuch good convles, be wiſe : Ive, 
love, and leave. What hath a man of all his fore Jabours,un- 
der the Sunne ? or what profits 1t, to ſpend our life in need- 
lefe toile and vexation ? Live firſt, in the joifull improove- 
ment of all thoſe graces and bleflings, wherewich God hath 
endowed you. Take and mutually poſſcfle each others vere 
tues ; grow by the helpe ot others more inward, holy, uſe- 
full in the coumununion of Saints. Let your ftreames tiow to 
others,enjoy not all to your {clves. Love ſecondly : endeere 
our hearts in cach other mutually : Suffer not Satan to come 
etweene barke and tree, and chrougha ſatiety of Bleſſings, 
to turne all to wearineſle and fulſomeneſle » to grow eſtran» 
gedin your aft-Ctions : yea, ready to take pritches at each 
other, forgetting Gods love to you both. : If ſome had thoſe 
advantages we have (ſhould yu fay,of conſent and peace ) 
oh 1 what a cloſe walking with God would it produce, 
withourt ſeparativn, whereas we vaniſh ? how would they 
ſettle religion, and government of family, which they 
would and cannot, wee might, and will not? Leave laſtly, 
each other, willingly and contentedly , when God ſhall 
determine your ſhort pilgrimage z which will fo much the 
eaſilicr be, if you have lived and loved before 1 the parting 
will Le bitter however : yet much worle, itall be to bee 
done at death : Sweeter will the parting be, upon experi- 
ence of former marriage 1unproovements ; then upon guilt 
of remedilcfle errors 1 Bur 1 tay, the time is ſhort, uſe the 

werld, as if you uſ{cd it not, buy asit you bought not, mar 
aSif you married not ; doe all modcrately : knocke off be= 
fore , unlootc inſealon : There hath beene a time of em- 
bracing, there muſt come another far fromit. By that rejoi- 
Cing you have had in Chrilt, dic daily; aud tell caCh it other 
in 
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in your beſt rejoicing : I bid you not doas heathens, feta 
ſcul before you on your marriag day : with a Motto: What [ 
have bin, thou art: and,what I am thou ſhale be ! Bur know, 
marriage happines is but the liberty of a priton. $queez it not 
too hard , leſt you force blood : uſe it flightly and it will 
comfort you. Say not i's good being here,tuild not Taberna- 
cles, Matth.17.4. Let not death knocke unawares;lts pitty, 
a man ſhould be in love with ſhcls on the ſhore, as to for- 
et the ſhip, and be ſwept away-or love the husband here , 
orgetting Chriſt : a carnall relation, renonuncing an 
eternall 1. 
This point alſo, (to conclude all)is inftruftion,to ſhadow 


” 


. . E Jo 
out the priviledge of them who are united to Chriſt by the Fen 


marriage of faith and the ſpirit. Its a my{tery,as Paxl calles 
it. Aud,as ſometimes he teaches married perſons their dutie 
by the mutnall union of Chrit and the Church : ſoalſo, ano- 
ther while he deſcribes the true union and Amity of Chrilt 


s Murriage is 4 
ſhadow of 
that (pirituall 
un 6 of Chrit 


and the ſpouſe,by the ſamenes of fleſh, which marriage cau- ani the 
{eth betweene husband and wife. A word or two of both : Church, 


and firſt how Chriſt and his ſpoule meet. For , looke how 


I, 


Eliczer was a ſpokeſman between 1/aac and Rebeeca , to 18 theic meez 


draw her into a marriage knot with him :, and as he carryed 
the Bracelets and tokens ſent in Iſaac's name;to allure herto 
him:alſo declared the abundant wealth of Abraham,in cattel, 
gold and jewells,all to beſtow upon his onely fon 1/aac:that 
{o the richneſle and content tulneſſe of the match might per- 
ſwade Rebecca: So doth the Lord by his ſpokeſmen the Mef- 
ſengers,reveale to hisChurch by his ſpirit, all his wealth and 
Treaſures of wiſedome and knowledge:all put into the fleſh 
ofthe Lerd Telus , and tells her 1.Cor.1. all the goods which 
he hath give us in him:that he may therby ſurpriſe her heart, 
and gaine her to be his; he ſets out his ſon from head to fuote 
in all amiableneſſe of perſon and graces, that his cycs and 
looks might wound her,and ſteale her heart away from tralh 
and toics of the world. 


einys and 
mayriages 


It is he who not only ſo, but where as he found her unapt And hoys}] 


for hinielf,an Amorite , an Hittite,in her blood, a baſe Cap- 


tive;he ſhaves off her hayre,pares ber railes, waſhes her, and 
It Macy 


Yo 3 


— 
— 


322 Matrimeniall Honour © Or, 


—_ 


makes her cleane : he beſtowes her dowry upon her, (not 
a$-men upon their wyves ) for they looke for it from them, 
thinking them little without it : he diſcovers the miſerable, 
deſolate, and forlorne life of her wotull vriginity,wherin as 
an orphan,ſhe Jay open to all enemyes,all wrongsand inju- 
ries: convinces her , that ker ſupport and welfare is meerly 
from himſelfe :. Nay tells her that ſhee was engaged before 
to a moſt curſed husband, who would have —— her : he 
undertakes to ſtab him, and to make her way eleer, for the 
marriage of himſelfe , the old contra being diſſolved : He 
becomes an carnelt fuiter,an hot lover of hers,and refuſes ns- 
patience,to winge ber :. even till his locks be full ofthe dew 
of the night : All to make her his owne, his only one : that 
having renounced (not enly baſe qualittes,but ) her own fa« 
thers honſe,her (clte,her name,and all her owne happineſle, 
he may be happy in her, and the in him alone, ( for he can 
endure no Corry vall ) and ſo be married without any feare 
ot ever being divorced, He cauſcsher heart,by thisAttrative, 
and theſe cords of a man.,.to reſolve upon the match : Shee 
then enclines to lum,thee can ſay nzither more norleſſe {ave 
that it is from the. Lord ; ſhe begins to chide herſelfe for her 
{o long ignorance of his worth, unacquaintance with his 


excellencics :. little. enquiring after ſuch a perſon : now he- 


needs no arguments, for (hee gannot pardon her ſclfe, that 

ſhe knew him 10 ſooner, ſhe calts off all her colorsand covers 

| of ſhame, and reſignes up her ſelfe tally , freely and for ever 

FY to be his:abborring her ſclfe, and. wondring that ſach a per- 

Their wat) fon can love ſucha ſorry ſpoule , the compts all others as 

Converiſc, dung, they all {tinke unto her 1n compariſon of him alone: 

and therfore conſents to his motion ,. beleeving ſhee ſhall 

find no other of him, then ſhe kath apprehended himto bee. 
This touching the — 

And upon this her conſent Chriſt and his ſpouſe live and 

love together: tor Chritt takes ber to himſelfe, from that day 

forward , even home to lymſclfe , and ſhewes her his dwe 


What Chriſtis 
gorhe Church 


ling,making her glad inthe tents of her mother, as //aac did 


Kebecca in Serd'y tent: he marries her to himſclfe inrigh- 
tcouſnes, cempaſlion , faythfulnes and love : he puts a robe 
** 1 at about 
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abont her', and a ring upon-her kand, atyre upon ker head, 
ſhooes upon her feet: furniſhes her with al his treaſure:killes 
the fat calfe, makes her a roiall feaſt, of all fat things , of refi- 
ned wines; even kis Sacraments: he endowes her with all he 
hath,takes her both for better, to rejoice in her graces : and 
for the worſer to cover all her infirmities, to make a great 
praiſe of her pooreſt vertues , judging her by them, and not 
the other:andertaks for all her debts: none may ſuc her,but in 
his name, who anſwers all ſutes & quarels: gives her himſelf, 
his heart and love,and all which is meet for her for need and 
comfort,for this life and a better, for why ? She is his Heph- 
ziba,and Bexlah: In all her ficknefles, he alliſts and ſtands by 
her,heis afflied,in all her affli&ions, & his right hand ſaves, 
ſuſtains and redeems her : Charges the daughters that they 
wake her nottill ſhe pleaſe, and his love 1s her banner and 
defence: And let none touch his beloved, for he toucheth the 
Apple of his eye:no wrong ſhe receives of any,but he makes 
it good an hundreth fold,till ſhee be paſt all danger. 

And ſutable ( in meaſure ) is the ſpouſes carriage towards What ſhee ig 
Chriſt,(if ſhee bee not degenerate: Shee againe moſt deerly ©9 him. 
loves him, (hee is in all things helpfnll to him to his glory, te 
his contents, even as a wife of his defires : Shee is reverently 
and meekly ſubje&to him,under all his commands, with moſt 
loiallawe ,' and yet with delight as under an eaſfie yoke ; is 
moſt tender of his welfare,yea is glad, and thinkes not her 
ſelfe too geod to waſh the feet of his pooreſt ſervants: if her 
goodnefle cannot reach tg him,ſhe reaches it to his children, 
whom ( in his abſence ) ſhe nouriſhes, folaces her ſelfe 
in, beholds him in them , viſits, clothes, and releeves them 
mthcir needs ; thinking them happy who may ſtand as ſer- 
vants in his preſence : ſhee thinkes her ſelfe more happy in 
him, then if marricd te the greateſt potentate upon earth; 
The ſpekeſmen whe treated with her about this marriage, 
are pretious in her eycs, yea their feet are beautifull to her, 
for the glad tidings they brought her: Shee compts no labor 
too much, no coft too deer for him: Even the coltlick oynt- 
ment is wot _ enough for his feet. The repreaches of 
them that uparaid him, goe into _ boyells of ker belly, rn 
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Coneiaſon of 
the Treauiſe, Jonging to the whole diſcourſe : In a word therfore, to con- 


dart to her heart : ſhe walkes not enly not rebellioufly. and 
eontumeliouſly , but not uncomely, not ſiightly : But decks 
her ſelfe with all the gifts of the ſpirit, humility , wiſedome 
and ſweet tendernes of ſpirit, yea the {pirit of grace is in her 
lips, that in all her behavior and converſe ſhee may walke in 
and out gracefully and amially in his ſight, in al longſuffring 
and welpleaſing : ſhee is taithfull to:him. in all his ſecrets, 
keeps his connſell :. Dares not proſtitute her ſelte to any,not 
only Juits, bur even liberties, or companies which ſhee 
thinkes may bee diſtaſtfu!l to him, yea but ſuſpicious ; The 
tokens he ſends her, as pledges of his favor , are moſt deere 
unto her. She ſeeks no priviate welfare of her owne beſides 
his:She diſtrufts not his proviſion, but truits kim confidently, 
knowing ſhee ſhall not want : denies her ſelfe for bis ſake, 
& rejoices that by this, her loyall heart may be tried: Thinkes 
never the worſe of him, becauſe ſhe ſuffers for him,vut rather 
the more he coſts her,the deerer he 1s to her : No husband of 
other women can ſtaine hers,for hers isabove all,thc cheef of 
tenthouſand;the faſhions,garith & whoriſh attires,paintings 
and ſpangles of harlots come not about her nec\,nor wreſt: : 
But ſhee frames her ſelfe to his contents, in all chaſtity ſhee 
knowes his-voice,Fut abhorres a {trangers : Nothing gtceves 
her, but his abſence: All her longings,defires,and teares,are, 
that ſhe might be with him, where nothing may ever divide 
her f:.om him ! 

Let it teach usin the midſt of our marriage contents to 
raiſe up our aff-Aions to the joy of this ſpirituall union: and 
in the midſt of our di{contents here, to make ſupply with the 
happin«es of this ! 

And this may ſerve for theſe twogenerall uſes alſo, be- 


clude all;Ifthat,which I have at large ſayde about Marriage 
duties , feeme te diſcourage any weake ones, as if their oule 
and meale could not reach out ſo fatre ; they ſhallnever at= 
tayne to this meafnre ; I will not an{were'” them as once # 
Poet anſwerd one that asked ijm , why hee alway brought 
in women as very Yertueus, alway commending them :; but 
another preſented them (on the ſtage)as vitious , _ tra- 
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ducing them : Oh faith ke, I preſent them as I would have 
them, as they ſhould bee : but he brings themin as they are 
commonly. So I might ſay,my diſcourſe doth not-preſuppoſe 
eyther all husbands or wyves as they arc, but as they ould 
bee. Ayme at it aS a marke : But I will anſwer asa learned 
heathenin his Epikle to his friend ſpeakes, when he had re- 
ceived a very ſhort letter from him, I have read over thy 
very ſhort letter very often, and ſo often , that I have made 
it a very long one. 50 here : My large diſcourſe may diſmay 
ſome for comming 1o ſhort of practice as they doc: Beſeech 
the Lord therfore to behold thy defets with a mercitull eye, 
to read the ſhort lines of thy obedience often over in the 
glafſe and perſpeRive of the Lord Icfus: and fo, by his large 
interpreting , and mnch looking upon thine honeſt endea- 
your,it ſhalbe eſteemed as full and large. God helpe! Our 
diſcourſes of theſe matters, are far lacger , then the praftice 
of the molt is : Our ſelves who write and ours,are oor, and 
unſutabie io our Rules !4ow2beit,not contrary, ot v1 ulyop- 

olite!& where thcre ;s Lut cridcavor,Goed will acccit. Give 
Ford power todo as thou direRteſt,an4 cotmmard what thou 
wilt ! Speake and ſpare not npon tree terinces : for thy ſors 
vants,handinayds , (mouring for their deatc arcs, and dead 
herts ) defire to hearken and to obey. Looke not at what is 
ou;S,its vile! >ur at that whichis thine in us, which is prett= 
ous! In which happy defire,I conclude the Treatiſc, 
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tothe treatiſe : Diſcovering the 


juſt vengeance of God upon all 


uncleane ones, eſpecially Defilers 0 
of Marriage. 


Hebr. 13.5: 


But Whooremongers and Adulterers, 
God will judge. 


wha 7 wasno part of my Purpoſe, (gaod Reader) Preamble re 
” tohaveulcd thistextany further, then as 10m 
have already treated upen it. The occaſion ,,, in — 
of adding this Diſcourſe upon the latter his Texc iq 
part , was the private requeſt of a friend to handled, 
_ F utter my minde unto him, and to ſatisfie his 
ſpirit, touching the haynouſnes of uncleannes : whereof he 
eſired his foule might throughly be convinced , ( as blefled 
bee God it was, through mercy concurring both with this,, 
and other helps aſed to that purpoſe: )which ſervice: I conſt- 
dering ſeriouſly of , tooke the .latter part of my Text : as a 
ound of-my projet : even then , purpoſing- (ſince God 
Croughtic by that occaſion to hand, )to-anncxe it te My mar- 
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riage. Treatiſe: as foreſceing, not only it would ſatisfy ſome 
to have the <quall handling of both members of the Text: 
but that it might not be impertinent, as a ſpurre,to helpe the 
Application of the former treatiſe ; and asa diſſwaſtve to as 
many in this debauched age , ( who ſhall haply come to the 
reading of it ) if they bee ootimperſwaſlible, and hardned in 
the ſinne,to weigh well their Eſtate , and repent : That fo 
God fpeaking peace to them, tliey may no more return to 
folly.lo which hope, l begin. 

The wordes (as you {:.c ) are , But whoore-mongers , and 
adultercrs,Gid will judge, Wuch atidicion, and denunciation 
ficly attends the wordes going before. I have'opened the 
words itt the beginning ;: all comes to this efttc& ; God will 
bleſſe them that honor marriage,but ſuchas violate and detile 
God deales itby what means {oever, God will judge them. The courſe 
wire his owne may ſeeme ſtrange (perhaps) which here God takes , ſpea- 
by Iudgments king to his church, ſo to threaten, and, to worke rather by 

downe right {troakes , then by oile and promites of love, to 
allure to Obedience. But even our God, (marke the word : 
he ſayth not the wicked mans revenging God , but even our 
fcb.tz.uls. God, )is a conſuming fire. And our God ſees it mect,even to 
appearc to his owne ſometymes in this kieu, and in bloody 
colors when their ſpirits grow baſe , and ſenſuall: as this fin 
of Vncleannes of all other , infatuates the ſpirit moſt, and 
makes it inſenſible of commands,except the Lord ſhould take 
up weapons, and flaſh hell fire in mens faces. That ſtupor of 
ſpirit wherewith David was led a whole yeere together', 
after he bad committed this fin, notwithſtanding it were aC- 
companied with ſach killing circumltances, as to makea 
man drunk', and to murther him , becauſe he would net co» 
ver the fin: theſe might alone have woanded hum to death, if 
the ſinfull lweetnes of it, had not bewitcht him ſo deeply: 
and the like we ſee in Sampſon with Delila : and we know 
bow terribly God threakens bothand purſues them. Ely 
himſclfe , jf toute, muſt have thunders and lightnings: Jena 
mult have a tempeſt mingling heaven and fea in one , and 
the jawes of a whale to gape for him, 7b mult have afrigh- 
Nab.1,3: Htings by Leviathan aud Zrbemork: and Nahuts and Hahbalk 
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'muſt preſent God to the hard hearted Iews,in jealous wrath, 
ficrce rending therockes £ in ſuch a voice as makes the lips 


to quiver,the bones to be blaſted with rottennes; and all too Mica. 7.ulc. 


little : wko is a C od, like to our God, ( faith Arca fweetly 

who paſſeth by the ſins of his remnant ? Bur if all ſhould uſe 
ſuch pleaſing wordes , curſed ficſh would fay , That God is 
like themſclves. There is uſe of lweetnes, when the heart is 
wounded with ſin and flayted with feares ; Bur rare is the 
man wh.o is alway fitte to tered upon tuch honey without 


ſurfer. Too propenſe is,not onely a baſe heart of tie godleſie, Th. vodly 
but the baſcr part of a Godly heart to turne grace into wan® have a flv th 
tonnes. There is a flave within us which mult have a whip, pare in (them 
although the tree borae be drawne by love. Each muſt have 3% 3t:cc 


het dict: the one, left 32 orow too ravke of Preſumprtion,the 
other leſt ir be overwhelmd with Defſpaire. The Apoſtle 
Pax! mixes threats and promiſcs, ty the choiſclt whom he 
writes unto. For this cauſe , comes the wrath of God upon 
the children of diſobedience? Be tot deceaved, No whore» 
mongers,Adulterets, &c. ſhall inherit the Kingdome of hea- 


ver. Andiach were ye ! why addcs be this? To ſhewus x, ,.6. 


that even Gods people had need to be put in minde, what 
they were, wtat they have flilla diſpoſition to, to keepe 


theutherby in foine awe. So avainelet no tnan detraude tus Thi 4.6. 


brother, for the Lord is the Avenger of all ſuch. Many other 
ſuch places there arc. Allto ſhew us,that God mult foinetime 
whip us to duty,and gaſter us from evill, al well as entiſe and 
draw n$to or ry lo he urgeth thcle Hebrews 
to Chaſtity, ſaying, Whoremongers and Adukeres God 
will judpe. | 

The (in of adulterje then is hence concluded to bee a great 
one. But here, ſome may ot je that charge of od to Hoſea, 


the Prophet : bidding him to take to himiclte a tornicatretle Y!jet. 


to wife, and fo defile himielte by getting, children by her. 
| But I anſwete,it was onely done in vilion, and in proteſta» 
tion before the I{raclits. 1f was onely typicall and paraboli- 
call:neither agreeing to the Lord who Charged, nor the Pro- 
phet who obeied: By the Prophets aſlumingrto himfelfte ſuch 
a peiſon,in Gods ited, he would reachthe lewes how wotul 
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dultery#hey were guilty of,in forlaking Go®fortdolls. The 
Jibertie*taken by the Parriarkes nrthe” point of many\wives 
'ajid edhcubines, was'for 4 time, inthe fiſt'furniſhing of the 

Chiirch'with poſterity. Elfe,from the begirmingf{as Afalach, 
2.\ſpeakes )it was not ſo. Naythis Cemmand agairitt pollu- 
«tion , hath herein a peculiar reſtraint from ſome other : 'that 
-wheras in ſome caſes , 'it was lawfull-to take the -govds of 
EgyptianSfrom them by difpenſation;tn this no ſuchris gran- 
ted,it being inno caſe or reſpe lawtull to commit nnclean- 
nes,no more then murther. 

And weſ-e this point verified in Scripture at large.Reatlc 
theſe places, Lerir,20.,10,Denter.22,22.for temporal plagues 
and for eternall to all forts of impure pnes, Rom.1.29.32. 
1.Cor.6.9,10. Galat.5.19,20. 1.7 1m.1.9,10.yea the greateſt 
delinquents in theſe kindes , even Kings and great perſons, 
are not ſpared , asappeares 2.5-m.12.7. Matth.14:4. yea 
even ſuch as have attempred'it ignorantly, as Abimelec, Gen, 
20.3.yea Prieſts 1.Sam.2.22,23. all ſorts, Namb.25 .1. lerem. 
5-7-/udg.20.4.The which Have theirſeveral-judgments there 
amplycd. And more of the read, as of the old world;Gen.6.1.2. 
the Sodomites, Gen. 19.The (in of felf pollation( which Iwifh 
may be obſerved well) that of Er and Onan, Gemn.38.9, She- 
0em,Gen.34.25.All ſummed up by theApoſile, Co/.1:Mottify 
your earthly members, fornication , uncleannes , effeminate- 
neſſe,unmaturall luſt : for which the wrath of God commeth 
upon diſobedient men. 

The point to be treated of, s, That: God would 'have all 
ow Oe forts of uncleannes fo layd open in their colours, that there 
zayd nay might appeare as they all arc,odions and terrible ! But, what 
hcreolors,as Od100s Colors are here ? 1 anſwer, Here 18 one terrible one, 
odious- which importsall the reſt. That which God himſclfe will'in 

perſon appeare againſt , and fit upon the judgment ſeate to 
enquire of , that muſt be a terrible crzme ; But God'himfclf, 
(not his Depuries only, for all men arc lyars) will in perſon 
ſit to judge 1t. kings (we know )and Princes, come not ordi- 
narily tothe Starre Chamber or rothe KingsBench in perſon, 
for ſlight crimes, but remarkable and notorious. When King 
Henry the 8.to pleaſe that bloody Tyger Gardiner, came in 
perion 
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perſon to fit upon that holy man and mecke. lambe of Teſus 


Chriſt, [ow Lambert, how terrible was his appearance, and 
how frewning. a brow caſt he upon thaz innocent Marty:? 
What then is. the brow of that God, that mult ſit upon Kigg 
Hewry higndelfe ? Only, the difgrence is, Princes make aJong, 
and doep inquilitiou of matters,citherreally, or for ſhaw, ta, 
bault out the truth ; But, the Lord progeeds ex officio mere ,, 
he needs no Informers,no Evidence, but is witncefle, Accus 
ſer, ladge and allin one, becauſe he knowes ail withoyt en- 
quiry, A.ſhort-comnt hall he make upon the carth; how mych, 
more-upon this.or that man,and his crimes? By name he will, 
bee a {wift witneſle again(t the Adulterer,as Malzcr ſpeaks; 
And where the delinquent is his owne Accuſer , what nee 
long praceſfle of law? Such is the conlcience of each ſinner, 
and.of this by name | The ludge then , comming in perſon 
making aſwatt worke of it , and having the ſinner bimſelfe 
arraigned by his. owne cogſcience , mult needs ſet a terrible, 
tace upon the {in of uncleannes. 


Ere 1 go any ftwther,fince I wrap all uncleannes up inone Digrefſion, 


Mal.3.s. 


— 


bandle of wrath, I foreſee that in this looſe and laſciviogs fh:wing that 


age, many will taxe mge tor {peaking ſo indilinlie of all 
ſorts in this king, fornicators and adulcerers ; for the former 
of theſe'had at the writing ot this text, have ſtill, and will 
have theit patrones, not Papilts only, but Proteſtants, to a- 
lenjate and, qualifie them as lefle finners , if nat to bolſter 
themas:none Ang lurelic,in vainedo I urge Gods judgments 
upon that which is no ſin:theretore obſerve; firſt far heathens, 
Who ( as Hierwlaicth ) only condemned adultery, ſuffring 
youthes and maydes to dehile themſelves without reſtraint,as 
if not will, but warth made the fin, I ſay with bim, Chriſts 
law is ane,and Celars another. Alas, that weake Relique of 
light which was m Heathens, was ſoone overſhadowed : 
It cauſed the ApaſtJes to forbid the converted Gentiles, the 
fin of fornication, and Idells,as equally promiſcuous ampn 

them. Their very Lawgivers permutted it as lawfull, - 


therfore StPeger Jaith, That they wondred at the Chriſtians, Peq4.26; 


that they ran not. With them intoxhe ſame confukon of ug- 
cleannes. And no wonder it Pagans thought thus, when, 
Vv 2 Papiſts 


2 greac (in, 


ARQ.15, 


fornication is 
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Papilts o2-nly write this. For nat to ſheake of their moſt 
uncleane Caſaiſts who by their. baſe parciculiriſing of the 
Circumſtances of filthines,noilo ne to all chit eares,do ſhaw 
them(zlves what tribe they are of ) one of chem expreſl:ly 
writes thus: He ;s no herecique , that ſairh, Fornication is no 
mortall fin, becauſe there it no Text -of Scrip. that faith ſo. 
No is > What meanes that then of Paw! , Colloſſu 3.5. are not 
the wordes plaine, thit wrath comes u>0a men for this? 
Other Papiſts al |e, Thar light of Nature condemnes it nor; 
and indeed,in fach as themfelves who by ea tom? have laht 
out their eye,its truc,buc not elſe? Ani their Canoailts write 
likewiſe. 

Bu: let theſe maſters of miſrule go : let us attend what the 
God of Order ſpeakes in his word , of wiich partly I have 
ſpoken in the provfe of the dofkrine:adde therto that Dewr. 
17-18. 1 Cer.6.18. Douvtleſſe they whadrive out the ſoirit 
ont of their ſoales and dodies, fin mortally. So do they who 
ſhall burne in the like of vrimito. 16. Revel.21.8. The Fathers 
Hamil.zz. in are all of this m 1 1e. Chry/oftome, {o of: as cthoa hilt playd the 
2,ad Corinth. fgrnjcator, thou haſt damn<4 thy ſelfe. He alſo tells us the 

law of Natire , and conſcience doth evince it; we need not 

be taught what-evill, incontinencie is and fornication ; for 

Homil.12.24 we know it fromthe beginning , 1 doe not much deſire to 
popul, Antioch Joade my reader with quotations fave in cafes conrovertall, 
to put all vat of Joubt. And the ſame Father, Lo (faith he) 

Jn 1.ad Corin. Paxl {1th nt Abſteine from fornication , but fly fron it, 
bomil 1.18, another of the Fathers makes a Beadroll of the Reproaches 
of fornicators , A fornicutor is a hl:hy 1gnomintous ſlave of 


fin,in whom the Devill doth knead 1n and 1m print his loath-- 


ſomnes : He is tobe {chewed in the houſe, to be abhorred in 

Gregor. Nil qpeerings, he is the reproach of ſuch as come neere him,the 
_ ag opprobry of his enemies , the ſhime of kindred , the Exccra- 
"tion of Neighbors,the ſorrow of pirents, &c. Ifhe off-r to 
marry,al rez<& him.S@ it was the,but now 11$n6 matter,ſo he 

Tertullde Have land or mony. Sq another, whoredome and fornication, 
pudigit.cap.1. are not counted among common ſins. And Cyprien,That for- 
nication,is a greatin, Pay! ſhewes to the Corinth. He names 

that Text , Allother fin is out of the body. To conchile 

tf | Gregory 
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Gregorr(a Pope himſclfe )lingle perſons mult be warned,that 
they mixe not themſclves with harlats. Endlefle it were to 
mention the reſt. 
... And is there not great reaſon ?. How wofvll a miſcheefe 
doth it reach to ?.. For the baſtards begot by, fuch vagrant 
luſt,are wholly negle&tcd,ia point of Educatiqn, wanting the 
Care of a father,and the cohaditation of parents , and ſo both 
an accurſed poſterity is begotten, and beggery encreaſed. 
Vagrant luſt being jultly 97 with a vagabond polterity. 
But the maine reaſon is taken from anather ground. Truc it 
is that the fornicator ſins again(t his owne bodie, the baſtard 
he begets (an innocent patient , neceflarily miſerable ) the 
Commonwealth and ſociety : all bands of yoneſty: bur cſpe- 
cially he ſins agaiuſt that everlaſting decree of the 7.com- 
mande of a _ holy and pure God. And ſo much by the 
way for this _ | 
Bur(it wilbe ſaid how may this wrath and Juſtice of Gad 
againlt theſe whoremongers appeare? Anſwer. By a partt- 
cular induction of thoſe puniſhments which he hath inflicted 
upon all uncleane ones? Whichby and by ] ſhall number up: 
but jn the meane tyme, let mee not forget to premiſe ſome 
Reaſons, why the Lord ſtrives to put 10 odious an outlide 
npon this fin ot uncleannes: and theſe reafons,I defire may be 
marked for the whetting up of the Readers edge , upon the 
matter enſuing. I wilbe ſhort in all, remembring that T'am 
now onely adding a little to th? former Argument. Firit then 
this fin 45 a very neer,naturall, and familiar corruption,to our 
nature, and as much nouriſh: and cheritht as any one , a true 
Ruben, tle eldclt child of old Adams (trength , bearing name 


Reaſon why, 


Reſon t. 


TIFETTTE 


Savayier, 


na:ur-1] Cor- 


of the Mother, whichis cglled in generall luſt or concupil- cuprivu, 


cence. Heathens elteeme thoſe vertucs which Carry the naine 
of the kind, 9 be eminent ones:as fortitude becauſe its called 


vertue, its to be ſuppoſed ro be Eminent, and to have moft of 


the kind of good in 1t.So hath uncleannes the name,and molt 
of the kuid, becauſe its Called luſt eminently. The Mother and 
Daughter are bawdes mucually to each other. Now then, 
the Lord ſecing how hardly thoſe evills are ſhamed , and ah- 
horred , which lye ſo neer our heart , and areſo fomented by 
Vv3 tac 


uy 


the influence of continuall corruption a8 the fireame by hee 
ſpring : ſeeing that this ſinne is bred, and fleepes in- our bo- 
ſome, as our ſonne : doth ſo much the more: {ethimielfets 
deface,and make it odious. As a-father, beholding ſome more 
nattzrall evill, larking in the ſpirit of hiz-childe,, pride, 
drunkennefle\, doth all heoican, tounmaskent, to thſcever 
that blindfolding-felflove which maintained it, and doth al 
hee can to bring it out of concen with him, and make him 
loathe. 

Real. 2, Secondly,men are mar veilouſly. given, (although they do 
Mein are prone ſee and'granmt it to-be ex4ll) yet to-blanch it ov er,and make it 
to blinch 0- ag none, or Very {inall; by'thoir lighting, and extenuating of 


| —_——— — — 


+ 4 


ver this fin. je, So much the moredoth the Lord (trive to point it our 1 / 


lively colours,and to aggravate it. The heathens(ſuchas all 
were,to whom Pax/direcs his Epittles)ha d,by ill cuſtome'f6 
far daſht out that dimme twilight of conſcence left in them, 
that they deemed this fin,among others,a meere naturall,ne- 
ceſſary appetite,and (tn a manner ) made as common of it,as 
of eating and drinking : In ſo much, that in that Epiſtle ts 
x.Cor.10. ; the Corinthians, Pax! hath much. adoe toperſwade thtmto 
lee-any ſhame init. Nay, (that they might adde drunken- 
-neſſertothirit ) lo, they ceganto make the more bold with 
God in this kinde,under pretended priviledge by the Goſpell, 
as if Chiift had come to proclaime liberty to elpeny ſinnes, 
for oppoſition to which unſavory baſeneſſc, the Apdltle is 
faine to alledge the wrath of God againlt it,even upon theth 
who. were'tus peculiar people the Iewes: The more wee 
flight ſinne, the more 1s God taine to caſt us inteeth,and up- 
braid us with 1t. 

Reaſ. 3 Thirdly, although we ſhould come fo farre , as in words 
Thus 6nue 1n- tO-confefle it aifinne, yet the ſenſuality of our ſpirit, and the 
chanzerh and tickhng pleaſure ofthe fleſh (-being as the belly which hath 
bribeth the no cares) inflaming and bolſtring up it ſelfe by the lewd ge- 


judgement, eral practice of baſe times, and the baites and objeRs of 


uncleannefle in-every corner, fſpred as ſnares by Satan : is 
very propenlegis very aptto forget that facethercof, which 
inthe glaflc of a royall taw and rheterror thereof, were pre- 
ſented yatous : Our carnall-affetions (1 ſay ) are fo apt 

re 
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to-take tire. ( as dry gunpowder )'and-to-flaſh up, that't 

doe bnbe our jadgements gran > from PR—_—_ 
perſwalion of the loathſomneſie of it. * And thedinell 45 ne- 
verfarre off : but-preſemsthw butter in ſo Lordly a diſh,that 
the ſoule fpics not the hammer and naile 'in his hand , till 
hee havedrivenitinto the temples. Who ſhould have per- 
{waded' Davia, or Samſon,that thoſe amiable objets and de- 
ligtits'oftheir cies, were fo bainefull and odteus, as they 


found them ? Saint at tells us, that thoſe Idoll teachers, Jules. 26: 


*wereſodefiled with the fleſh, that they bace downetheir 
conſcience in that which they knew to'vee evill ; and like 
fenſuallbruite beaſts, powred out themſelves totheir luſt with 
greedinefſe.. Such a charming Syren there is inthe ſoule, -by 
this finne , Julling it a fleepe as upon Datlilas knees , lelt 
4t ſhould admit a thorough convincement thereof. The 
dead fletb then of this foare being ſo great , the corraſive 
had need bee {marty which thould eate it out. 


; Fourthly, no finne is fo ready to hide it ſelfe under cloakes 4 caſe. 4. 


and excuſes, as this : none ſo fruitfull in deviſing ſhifts and Adultery 15 ve- 
N ry Foll vt cOo- 
luurs and ex - 


, - , , . cules tg hi6* 
inventions , which the comnutters themſelves deviſe to C0 \; (clfe anger 


tricks that it might not bee diſcovered; or evaſions that-it 
might not be pumſhed. Whether welooke at the tricks and 


ver it 5 yea the many deſperate waies which they have to 
cloake it from theſ1ght of men ; or, whether we looke at the 
covers which the divell hath fitted for theſe cups;how many 
waies of commuting;how many wayes of recrimination,and 
turning the crime upon the accuſers , ſo that they aremore 
'narled then the accuſed (tor vice is manifold , vertue is 
ſimple ) how many waics of overthrowing witnefles , for 
lacke of narrow teſtimony? how many commutings,diſpen- 
CR p—_ of this fin(a very mocking of God,and 
adding ole to'the lame io, Look 1nto the nature of the fin 
it ſelfe, itsa worke of darkenefle, and therefore as deepe 
as'hell in the deviſing of waies to conceale it ſelfe. Slridan 
hath a ſtory of an adulterous Duke in Germany, who falling 
-n love with-his Dutchefles handmaide , and thereof had in 
deepe jealouſy by his wife , deviſed a courſe politiquely to 


unbarque -umſclte more deeply into his uncleannefle, and 
to 
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Reaf. 5. 
E'th rtorpe 
Ve! t1041 or 
fiopping of 
mouth, 


to elude his wives ſuſpicion, He ſent the hatlot ta a Caſtle, 
(as if hee meant to caſt ker quite off, appointing a ſtrait 
watch ( aS he gave it forth) that ſhe might not be thought 
toeſcape, and after ſome time cauſed a report to be given 
forth in the Countr; that ſhe was deadly ſicke ( whether 
of diſcontent, or other diſeaſe : ) after this had a while poſ- 
ſefled his Dutcheſle, he cauſed it thortly after to be reported, 
that ſhee was dead : and leſt that might be ſulpeRed, bee 
tooke a ſolemne courſe for her enterrement ; he hired wo- 
men for the nonce to condu& the corpes , appointed an® 
Image ( ſuch was the manner of the turiall) to bee laid 
above the herſe, openly to be ſeene, which ſhould reſemble 
to the cies of the bebolders, the pale and conſumed face of 
his Iemman, as thee looked neeing dead : allo witneſſes hee 
ſuborned ſuch as had tended her, to {weare it , a ſolemne fu- 
nerall and a ſermon, with a large dolz to the poore ; all 
framed to give demonſtration and aflurance to the world, 
and his Dutcheſle, of her death, that fhee might no more be 
looked after. But ftill the hailot lived, proſpered in kealth, 
ſtill th- Duke ( pretending ocher j.urneis ) .haunted her 
company, burninz in his lait much che more : who ſees not 
uncleannefle to bee as ingenious as the Poet deſcribes the 
Parrat whenſheis hungry, or as the delly , which he callcs 
a Maſicr of Arts ? Therctore I ſay, the Lord deales accor- 
dingly with it 5 That which we commit in ſecret , the Lord 
will revenge in the open view of the world, and reveale in 
the tops of houſes: ( as at the laſt this Dukes Villany : ) And 
by how much this ſinne eſcapes the judgement of man, the 
more cunningly,, and ſmoothly, by ſo much, God ſets him- 
{fe to meete with it, the more terrible , That ſo his me- 
thod might make it the more hated : for his colours are 
in graine , layd inoile, and wull ſoone waſh out our falſe 
paint, 

Fifthly, that either by this diſcovery the Lord might teach 
his people, the prevention of this finne, before hand, rather 
then =_ ſhould learne repentance too late ; having be- 
fore polluted themſelves (and this-he cheefly intends ) or 
elſc,it (notwithi{anding all his waies ) mea! will (till cry 

conclu- 
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concluſions with him, their mouthes may bee ſtopt , and 
themſelves put to filence , either from ability to excuſe the. 
fault, or decline the puniſhment. They cannot then pre- 
tend , that they were the bolder to commit it, becauſe they 
chought it flight, They cannot ( with any forehead ) depre- 
ie the puniſhment of that , which'is ſo confefledly 9- 
10us. | 

Sixthly , that thoſe men, who are prone to live by ſenſe Reaſ. 6. 
in a courſe of ſenſuality ; might have aſwell reall and ſenfi- 1 hat (enfuali- 
ble pulbacks from this ſinne, ( by Gods abhorring and op- 'y might have 
poſing ie) as by the beholding the examples of fools and _—_ diliwe: 
diſſolute off-ndors, to be tickled, and as it were to ſtand on "** 
thornes , till they be like them. The Lord tries us with th.s 
bitter ſweet , that is whether his bitter or the worlds ſweet 
be chiefe with us : if not, yet we ſhall not have. all our 
will, nor all the ſweet of our luſt , but with it we ſhall have 
ſome ſting and pricke in our fleſh; to make vs ſit uncaſie up- 
on our cuthion , eſpecially in this woefull world , degene- 
rated to alllicentiouſneſſe, as in other finnes, ſo in this!of 
uncleanefle ; which ſo overfloweth the bankes of coun- 
treys and townes iathus declining age, that if examples may 
prevaile. there ſhall not want enough to corrupt the bodies, 
and defile the mannors of the moſt. Iuſt it is, that ſuch as de- F 
file the ordinances with the ſcurfe of their owne inventi- 
ons, ſhould be given over with Papiſts, to the pellution« f 
their bodies by all kinds of luſt; the outward uncleanneſſe 
having beene alway a brand of the ſpirituall. So much for 
reaſons. 

Now, I returne wherel left, to make fuller anſwer to that Go1s judge- 

ueſtion, how it may appeare that God is ſucha Iudge of this ments aga-nſt 
fane ? I ay therefore, if wee ſhall conſider theſe paſſages ": 
following, it may. Firlt,if wee ſhall conſider that the Lord Branch 1, 
hath not ſpared to ſet his owne deereſt. people on the ſtage 
for this ſin of uncleanneſle, Its ſazd chat Poſe h.( Maries huſ- Mar. 2. 19. 
band ) wasa juſt man, and was loth to detame her openly, Gods deereſt 
when he perceived-herto be with child, but meant priyily to (eryanes noc 
rid his hand of her. -But the Lord is not as man, he is a juſt ©x<mp: from 
and jealous God, not ſparing to exemplifie and traduce his ®* $/nerall 
| + ae | b 
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beſt ſervants, that their blucre and penalty might ſcare all 
from venturing. A juſt King will begin 'withfome ſervant 
or favorite of his owne , by making him the ſpeRacle of his 
ſeverity ; when he would have all his ſubje&s,, put it out of 
queſtion , that if they tranſgreſle in the like, they ſhall not go 
guiltleſſe. And, ifthis bee done in the greenetree, if the fire 
{0 eaſily kindle upon that , what ſhalbe done in the dry? If 
the very _—_— be not free from being ſtigmatiques mn 
the court of this juſtice , what ſhall become of the ungodl 
and wicked ? And, if Indgment begin at the houſe of Ged, 
Pet 4.13, hat ſhallbe done withrherelt, the ftubble whoare ready 
to be burned?I fay, whit then ſhall become of che common 
rout of SoJomites, Adulterers , and foraicators ? Trembvle 
ohye uncleane wretches | Do you ſee Lot, Davia,Salomos , 
Sampſon ſholled out fromtheir fellowes toc this, and looke 
you to Eſcape? : | 
Secondly, ſee what a judgement appeared upon the ba- 
Branch 2+ ſtardof-ſpring of the Adulterer? It might ſeeme unjuſt , that 
The of-ſpring 1 innocent thould be ſo plagued forthefathers uncleanneſſe, 
of the Adulce- =o be ſhut out and cut off fromthe congregation to the 


d , i 
from - Ta tenth generation. Surely the taint was deepe, and the iron 


bernacle,mas moll cankerftetted , which could ſo hirdly be waſht out : 
my ages, what did this argne ,. birt that by 'ſo ſevere a ſentence, 
Demt.23-2: (not tobe expiated by blood, or any other clenſing) the Lord 
would deterre men from ſuch filthineſſe? That, if chey durſt 

not thus offend, they might tell themſelves, they mult cut off 

the fraite of their ſin, fron ever comming , where God and 

his people had to doe. Who ſhoald dare tobe fo profane, 

if yet the keate of kis luſt would pernut him to think ſeriouſly, 

either of the hell which.himſelfe , or the excommunication 

and blaſting curſe which his baſtarde child ſhould incurre ! 
But,Alas? Its to be feared,that theſe thonghts arethe firſt of 

thoſe. which theſe laſt thinke of ? | 

#raxch 3, Thirdly the penalty ,inflited, upon Adaltery , was death 
Old Penalcy without remediec. . There were divers ſorts of death inflited 
of Adul-ery, upon malefaRtors by the law; and ſome learned men queſtion 
«0g whtat this death'was? The agreed tenet is,thatit was toning, 
**mef- "although ſtrangling, and bucning wereuſed for ſome ex- 
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ceſſes in this fin, - when it came toinceſt, orthe unnaturall 
fins of ſodomy, and beſtiality. The theefe was net hanged, 
but ſpared by making reſtitution: (and in ſingle fornication, 
lefle penalties might be allowed)but in theſe caſes the Lord 
would allow none ; as if the offer of a requitall in ſuch caſes 
were molt unſcaſonable.No,but gave way to the jealouſie of 
the husband, and himſelfe admits no pecuniary mul to 
redeeme that , which jcalouſy counts to bee above ranſeme; 
yea, ſoterrible a law he ordeynd , for the uncleane harlot, 
( upon the inſtance onely of a jealous husband ) that if ſhe 
{lood upon her triall, and gayneſayd the accuſation, ſhe 
ſhould be ſet before the Prieſt, and there drinke a curſed wa- 
ter,and ifſhe were guilty , ſhee was found out by the provi- 
denceof God, and plagued with rotting of her belly and y,,,,. x. 
thigh,and ſo periſhed: So fhee gat nothing by her conceal- 1g, | 
ment,for in ſtead of the peoples ſtoning , Gods hand ſeaſed 

upon her. And what is this, fave Geds comming in perſon to 

judge a whoxe ? 

Fourthly , what ſevere judgments hath God executed p,,,ch.4. 
upon uncleane perſons? Let firit Scripture, then experience $eyere judg- 
ſpeake; for Scripture , how did the Lord purſue David, for ments execn- 
his Adultery ? Firſt with the rape of Thamar,then the mur- ted upon Ar, 
ther of Ammon, then the treaſon of Ab/alon, (both whom he dulterers. 
ſhould have flaine and taken from the carth ) together with 
his juſt execution by Jeb : (the child itfelfe concerved in 
adultery ſheuld have beene the firſt) the open defiling of all 
his Concubines in the face of the ſun , as he had defiled o- 
thers in ſecret : The perptuall unhappineſſe of his courſeall 
his life to his dying day , never free from ſorrow, and even 91h in $cip- 
then inthe uſurpation of Adonyab , what godly man ever ** 
{uffred ſo in bis children, himfelfe living to ſee it , as hee ? 
why ſhould Goed fit in judgment ubon his owne favorite, 
for this ſin , ſave to ſcare all to whomthis (tory ſhould come, 
evento the worlds end ? And, what became of S«/owers 
glory? Was it not all blaſted , by this fin of uncleanneſle ? 
Although he lived not to fee it, yet what -a ſpetacle of 
ruine did the Lord make Rehoboam? Stripping him of the ten 
tribes , and of the richeſt kingdomein his fathers daies,me- 
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Num. a 7.8, 


And 'in expe- 
rience, 


king it the pooreſt that it had ever bine before? -Wher-made 
Sampſon of a judge in 1/ra2/, yea a Giant,a conqueror to be- 
come a foole in 1/rael: a blynde lave to grinde-in a mill? 
fave the beſotting of himſelfe with luſt? How dealt God 
with thoſe. Iſraclits at Peor ? Did he not ſet his vicegerent 
Phinees on work, to thrug throuſth the cheefe ringleaders,cre 
he could bee pacified? And when the heate of wrath ſeem'd 
to be ſlaked,did it ſo vaniſh? Did not the taile of that plague 
ſweepe away foure and twenty thouſand? Coulde their pr j- 
viledge of becing Gods people fave them? Where rnow 
thy mouth (as he lay) who cilleſt adultery , but a tricke of 
youth ? In (teed of one cloake which men uſe to put upon it, 
of ſflightneſſe; what cloak doth the Lord put upon it? Surely a 
Claake bathed in the blood of ſo many thouſand adulterers ! 
was not this enough to drive men from ſuch dalliznce? Who 
might not thenceloerh call it by the name of a bloody fin,of a 
fcarlet dic? What ſhall fay of our own experiece? How many 
have we heard of,ſtruck dead bythe hand of God,taking'the 
in the aR?Not ſuffring thentto go out of the bed of unclean- 
nes, whether hath God come in perſon tojudge fuch or no. 
And although many have bin ſuffred to eſcape ſuch 
judgmenyg, vet how many miſting the Beare, have met with 
the Lion? out of the horror of their conſcience ſome daſhing 
their braines againſt the walls, others ſtabbd*, drownd', 
hang themfelves? To penne out of ſeverall writers who 
have written Theaters of Gods judgements , the examples 
of ſuch as God hath plagued,is not my ſcope! Alas! thal@ boo 
daies wherin men will rather ſip upon God himſelfe and 
fcorne him to his face,then tremble at Gods fitting in judge- 
ment __ Adulterers. - But there be books which doe at 
large ſupply ns in this kind, if our hearts bee not quite ſunke 
into a ſenſleſfenes of them. Even while I was writing this, 
leſt I ſhould want unſought preſidents, a reporte came to 
mine cares of a Black-ſmith necr Colcheſter, (whoſe wound 
Is aS it were yet bleeding ) who having madea Cheine to 
hang a woman,that had murthered her husband,fcll into fach 
ſaddeine terrors by Gods hand _ his conſcience, 
for his Adulterous life,that he cricd out , | Jredtran he was 
as 
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as wickedas ſhee for whom he bad made the cheyne fo, 
that he could not:lin;, till by cutting /his own throate ,he had 
made an cndof himſelfe. So the Lord pulles out ſome to be 
ſpeRacles of reproach and deteftation to the world , though 
thouſands ſcape. All are not drag'd out by the hand of God 
openly as that bawdy Biſhvp at the Councell of Treat, whom 
$leidax mentions,” who creeping out of his window along 
the leades to the wite of the next houſe, was watCcht by her 
husband , and catcht in a grinne or ſnare laid for him in his 
paſſage; and there hung by the neck , as a ridiculous o>je&k 
to all the beholders. But, I ſay, becauſe men objeRt, that 
thouſands ſcape to ſome odde perſons, whom vengeance 
intercepts ; Tell mey what better portion have they who 
{arvive, then the other. 


What one ſinne hath ſo manifold markes of wrath upon Branch 5. 
it, as. this, upon the {6ule, body,or perſon {inning ? a&by the Marks of 
ellmay appeare- Firſt for ſoule , what fine hath found 4h pow 


ſequ 

Jeſſe plaee- for repentance then-this? Cloſeniefle, ſecrecy , 
ſhifts, alway attending it , which keepe the heart from all 
tenderneſle, yea defile and diſable the ſoule from repenting, 
nay the carſe of God ſealing up that ſoule to impenitency : 
ſome walking , ten, ſome twenty , ſome more yeeres in the 
guilt hereof, yet with a ſmothered conſcienge ; and al- 
though they be wounded, yet hardly healed in a kindly man- 
ner, but ſuffering their hearts to rankle inward , and outbid+ 
ding all ordinances to their deſtruftion ? How can it be, but 
ſuch a ſore mult break forth all at once with ſuch a forcible 
- outcry , that nothing can (till or ſatisfie it ? Secondly, what 
finne hath ſo foule a blemiſh and diſhenour caſt upon the 
name of the committer as this? With what a blot doe wee 
thinke or ſpeak of Sampſon, to this day ? And how many Di- 
vines (though amifſe) have deeply queſtioned Salomon; 
ſalvation ? Touching the outward name , what a blot and 
intamy do they for ever procure ? What an infectious plague 
hath it prooved inthe ſtock of the Adulterer ? No ſpace of 
tims hath purged it, it hath beene as the fretting leprofie in 
the walls, which nothing could heale ſave pulling downe 
the whole race and family fromthe very foundations. 7ero- 
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boars name not being more prodigious, and odious in Iſrael, 

then an Adulterers in the Church of God: as if fuch or ſuck 

a family bad ht the ſtaple of the trade 1: So that it is ob» 

ſerved that this finne hath fo defiled the blood of ſome fami- 

lies, that they are no ſooner named , but their kind is offen- 

five, ſcarſe any in ſuch families becing noted tobeechaſt ? 

Whhat a ſtinck-migttt ſuch cauſe, and even ataint to a whole 

Country ? How- juſt were it for God to pull downe the 

wh6le houſes of ſuch, fticke and ſtone, no memory of 

ſuch to bee left behind ? How juſt were it having firſt 

motheaten their name by diſhonor, to come upon theirper- 
ſons as a Lyonand teare them 1n peeces ? | 

When 23 men I notthe finger of God here (as they told Pharaoh) when 

have failed, men on carth, who ſhould have cenſured them, ſuffer theſe 

_—_ nh naſty creatures to lurke intheir ſties and dens, poyſoning the 

ru:%1 Country with their breath , hath the Lord let them alone ? 

Hath he not beenefainc to/ſtep in himſclfe , and by ſfuddaine 

vengeahce to cutthem off? * And, if fuch cenſurey were ia 

force as we are biddento pray for inthe Church of God , 

ſach diſcipline I mean 1n the Church, conJd ſuch a fin as this, 

eſcape the dint of Excommunication, the greateſt dart of 

wrath? Should we have. had fuch noterious whoremon=- 

gers bronght forth in the famouſeſt places in the land, to 

their penance, withſuch itmpudence or diſdaine? Not'to 

ſpeake of fuch great ones as for their villany in ſoine kndes, 

not to be named, with their owne fleſh, and forcers of their 

wives toyeeld tothe luſt of their ſervants, have been brought 

to open execution ? 18 it not pitty, that through the inſolen- 

cy of offendors, the ſacred cenſures of Gods Church ſhould 

be vilified and expoſed ro ſcorne ? To end this reproach of 

the name, its an uſuall ſaying, that the finnes of ſeed and pol- 

lution, are puniſht in the ſeed ; one way or ether, a tainted 

1 Per, 2, 18. feed, bewraying it ſelfe : Saint Peter ſpeakes of ſome finnes, 

derived by tradition ftrointhe fathers to their children ; a- 

mong which this is one, { none of the pretious legacies ) as 

Iericho was built, fo is adultery plagued , borh in the eldeſt 

and youngeſt, it goeth through the race;tiil it have waſted all, 

and made an utter conſumption. Some notorivuis monſter in 

this 
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anfxnd,being as he,who puts-a burning torch into a ſtacke. 
- ſtraw , ſo violently burring that there is no quenching 
of it. 
. Thirdly God accurſeth thisfinne with beggery, and rags, Marte 3. 
waſtings of ſtate, open, orſecret: no man can tell how , Beggery- 
ſave that ſo its, and'dy this privy plague, God hath diſcove- 
red many wretches, inthe cies of them ,. that elſe never 
ſhould havefuſpe&ted ſuch. One ofthemupon his death con- 
feſſed both of this and of other evills ,. I have ſpent many 
thouſand pounds to damne my foule. Alas poore fſoule , it 
need not have coft thee a penny, fave that the divellloves to 
have his bored ſlaves outvie Gods ſervants, and: (as one 
faith ) doe more-for him that will ſhed their blood , then 
Chrilts ſervants will doe for him that ſhed his blood for 
them : When no caule, I ſay, hath appeared of facha mans 
wafting,'but yet waſted he is,parſonage added to parſonage, 
eat portion in mariage to former inheritance, great betal- 
lings of legacies by this meanes,and that yet none willferve 
the turne , but a canker fretting out the marrow ofall; no 
thriving in eſtate z what doth it argue? but that moth-that - 
cites out the foyſon of all, and that fire that melteth all, as 
fat before the Sunne ! The fluggard and adulterer being 
commonly joined in one, pertake”of one plague of pe- 
nury- Goe over townes and countries , tell the choice buil- 
dings, lands and inheritancesof them, andaske whoſetheſe 
were, all will tell you ſuch a name, ſach an houſe-enjoy'd 
them ; but now all is gone and embezzeled away , norone 
acre remaining of foure or five thouſand pound lands by the 
yeere ! And how? Ohthe fire of luſt and burning concu- 
iſcence hath waſted all, and driven them out of their dwel- 
' , asdeggesor ſwine, ſo that all whocome by may ſay, 
drunkennefle, riot, whoring , idlenefle, br mnabtious per- 
ſecution'of the Church of God, have beerie the meanesto 
roote out the molt families of this greatneſſe and wealth : 
Fruely methinkes when I paſſe by them they are as Theaters 
of vengeance,and judgement of God againſt adnlterers and 
fornicators. RP 
Fourthly , the judgement of God appeares in the ſnaring 
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of the ſinner by this ſinne. . As is the whore , ſo is the adul- 
teter: ſhee isa deep ditch to devoure, and he is a vaſt gulfe 
of luſt and concupiſcence. He is fo drowned in his owne 
perdition, and cannot get out : ſnarled as a bird , ſo that the 
more ſhe ſtruggles , the worle ſhee is hampered, would un- 
wind-her ſelfe, but cannot. Oh ! then what a judgement is 
this, neither to be able to be chaſt, nor endureto be unchaſt ? 
As the Poet ſaid of the Paramour to his harlot, neither can I 
live with thee, nor without thee 1 Soofthisluſt : I cannot 
endure it , it is ſo dogging, ſo unſatiable , that it waſtes my 
marrow in my bones, and cauſeth a periſhing daily withour 
death: itsa tyrant to me, forcing me to ſerve it, beyond 
ſtrength: AndyetI cannot be without it neither, 1t hath fo 
prevailed againſt me by the falſeſweet and curſed habit of it, 
that I cannot want it. One in this kind was ſo addied to 
it, that even when he was ſpent to the very pith,, yet had 
appointed his harlot to meet him, when death approached : 
and could not beleeve he ſhould die, till want of breath in- 
tercepted his thoughts and trade. The ſoule in this plight 
ſinkes deeper and deeper, one harlot makes way for ano- 
ther ; ſome one inſatiable ſtallion in this kind having three 
foure, yea ſeven harlots to exhauſt him. As he ſaid merrily, 
ſo I here, ſuch need no gout, dropſie, ague or conſumption 
to bring them'to their end, they have provided a ſpeedier 
courſe. There is ne end of ſinning, and he muſt needs go 
whom the divell drives. 

Fifthly, its the divels neſtegge, and cauſes many ſinnes to 
be laid , one to, and upon another. Looke upon the wo- 
full cheine of Davids luſt, how did one follow another, the 
a& urged the concealment ; the cagerneſle thereof provo- 
ked hataties Vryah-: that brought on the making of 
him drunk, when that will not ſerve turne then the innocent 
muſt be murther'd : any one of theſe odious.im a wretch,how 
odious then are all in a Saint? How many ſecret murthers of 
infants have beene cauſed by Popiſh - Votaries, let the 
yaults, privies, fiſhponds, belonging to their lawleſſe honſes 
teltife ; nay their owne Pope Gregory , who tooke an order 
y with 
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whtlr them upon the obſervation of ſuch villany 1 Oh the 
lies, ſhifts, perjuries, purgings « deny men, bribes 
given and taken, policies and tricks to cover, defend and 
make off ſuch abominations ! So it muſt bee. I wonder that 
a man ſhould be fo debauiched as to be a whoremanger , but 
being one, I wonder not, that he is, as ſuch a one mult bee ; 
for can a bowle rolling downe the hill, ſtop her owne 
courſe, no more can hee who isin the power of his luſt , 
doe as hee would , but asthe force of ill cultome, and the 
prevailing ſweetneſſe of his luſt neceffitates him unto. No 
{in goeth alone, but to be ſure uncleanefſe Cannot avoid ma- 
ny to accompany it. Onee over the ſhoes in this puddle, 
rarely will Satan leave off, till he have by degrees got thee 
over head and eares. 


Sixthly , what wofull conſequences follow this fin ? As agz;he 6. 
Salomon of the drunkard, whence are red eies? To whom Co. gums 
are woundes, blacke and blue cheeks ? Sg ſay I here, To of wilchicfe - 
whom are quarrels , Broyles, blood ſhed, Duells betweene p92 it, 


Corrivalls of Harlots, with a raging heart never at peace:To 
whom? To thoſe whom the fury of harlots diſcontent hath 
incenſed : what will not ſach doe to gratify their Miſtrefſe? 
Nay where doe Robberies by the high waies , and murthers 
and burghlaries begin? Surely in the love of harlots,as much 
aS in any other roote: It mult be ſo , love willnot be main» 
taind with nothing, this fin is and mult be deſperately waſt- 
full:The old ſpeech is,Yeaxs mult be nouriſht with Ceres and 
Bacchus; tnfinite is the luxury and Riot of ſuch, no end of ex- 
pences in each kind:and as the grave,ſo the harlot inſatiably 
cries,give, give,clſe ſhe thinks her ſelf ſcorned, and ſcornes 
her banquerupt lover. Now,then what doth ſatan drive them 
to? To all _— , hideous waies, rather then want oile for 
this Lampe ? An h#lot muſt be ted with the rapine of all 
ſorts, and when ſhe is rich uponthe price of the ſoulc of a 
man, ſhee is beſt content. How many come to untimely , 
ſhamefull ends this way ( eſpecially of thoſe Gentlemen 
theeves as wee call them ) by the jult intercepting band of 
Gods inſtrument , the Magiftrate ? So that many have ſaid 


with him, finding God to purſue them, juſt oh Lord are thy 
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judgements! Many have been executed for crimes , which 
they never committed ; but yet confeſſed , that God hath 
plagued them for ſuch as man knowes not , ſuch asthe law 
cannot take hold of : ſecret Sodomy, Adultery, or other un- 
cleanneſſe, which I never looked to havediſcovered. I did 
under a falſe title and crime, but not without due and juſt de- 
ſert : man hath done me wrong, but God hath done meright : 
Oh whata juſt hand of God 1s here ? Vengeance will not 
ſuffer them to live. 

Seventhly, the body of the uncleane is judged : ſeldome 
js it free from diſeaſes and diſtempers. Whence are ſuch 
maladies, as poyſon wife, child, and each one that drinke in 
their cup ? Who but God plagued that Army of the French 
with that loathſome diſeaſe,never before heard of? Whence 
are inflamed, ſwolne , ſpotted faces, puft fleſh, itinking 
breath, diſguiſed body, putrefation of the blood, rottennes 
of the carcafſe, unſound kealth, ſpeedy age, infinite infirmi- 
ties? Whence is that outcry which Salomon ſpeaks of, when 
thy liver is darted through with an arrow,when thy ſtrength 
is given to the cruell , and thou mourne when thy fleſh and 
body are conſum'd, then ſhalt thou crie out, how have I ha- 
tz inflruction ? Oh foole, and beaſt that I am, how am I 
I: d o the ſhambles as an oxe, and how to the ſtocks, like a 
fot: Whenall thy honour is laid in the duſt , thy friends are 
aſhamed of thee , thy conſcience flies in thy face , and thy 
karlot hath forſaken thee , and all is gone, then maſt thou 
fay, God is departed from me alſo , and leaves me hardned , 
and woe be to him that is alone ! And yet all which1 have 
aid, is but as the Adulterers priſon and cheine ,. the cheefe 
Barre of judgement which hee muſt take ſentence at , are. 
death and the laſt day : then will God judge whoremongetrs 
indecd , then he will be a ſwift witnefls to purpele, all his 
delayings and reprivalls of Adulterers,ſhall be recompenced 
with ſweetnefle in kind : then ſhall flames revenge flames , 
and one fire puniſh another , and there ſhall bee aneternall 
heate of wrath,for the ſhort and ſweet pleaſures of luſt : For, 
without ſhall be Sorcerers, Murtherers, Dogs , Idolateors , 
Ekceves, Lyars , and Adulterers ;. this is the ſecond _ 
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This death , ſhall bee the reward of this finne, and this is 
the laſt judgement from which no eſcape, no appeale ſhall 
bee admitted. And this bee fayd Anſwer to the 
Queſtion. | 
Its now time to haſten touſe. And firſt let this be terror” Fe. 1, 
to all ſuch, as thwart and contradit God in his courſe; doth- 1 ©. uw he 
God all be can to terrihe Adulterers , and to make this finne uncica re, 
edious ? Woe be tothem thenthat make an honorable thing 
of it; I hall notneed to ſeeke out as farre as Spaine, Italy , 
France to {ind out matter hereof, ſuch as _ baftardy a 
title of honor , covering it with greatneſſe , ſo that a terme 
of diſhonour with God, is with them a name of renowne ; 
woe be tothem, who honour that which God abhorres | To 
theſe adde the Papiſts ( coucht before ) who honour whores 
and concubines farre above lawfull wives in the Clergie, 
ſetting up open ſtewes , out of the whichthe Pope draweth 
an exceedng yearely tribute , ( for you mult note, hee is not 
ſo holy, but he will take the gouee of an whore into his trea- 
ſary, and favor it well ) juſtifying the lawtulneſſe of ach 
practices and tollerations of harlots,to the end forſooth,that 
the chaſtity of Matrons may bee preſerved”! Are not theſe 
wiſe Procors thinke wee for God and for his ſeventh Com- 
mand ? To make the plaiſter of the rankeſt poiſon? But who 
wonders that the great mother of ſpirituall whordomes, that 
old Bawd Circe who hath poyſones all the world with 
) her double cup of doctrine and prattiſe , thould ſo tenderly 
, nurſz up the ftewes ? Oh you harlots children,and ſeedplots 
e of baitards,are youſo carefull of Matrons? and the ſategard 
e of their chaſtity ! No, rather yoar Banner and Buckler is for 


”, whores, then Matrons } You care as much for your chaſtity , 
'S as Fwd did for the poore | whoſe fuccefſors you are,whiles 
iS for the filling of your bagges, you ſuffer any villany,and live 
d apon the finnes of the people. 

S 3 Oneea young fparke ſonne to an Emperour told his fa- 


- ther, he wondred at bim, that he would be fo baſe asto ex- 
a& tribute of the City for Vrine! Buthe tooka peece of that 
golden tribute, and put it to his noſe, bidding him ſmell to it. 
Which he doing,he askt him, how it finelt ? he — 
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well for onght hee felt, yet (faith he ) it comes fromthe 
City urine. A baſe ſpeech for a man of fo incomparable 
worth ! But this tributemonger of ſoules is tentimes worſe ; 


. for hell fire and all, do ſmell tweet in his noſtrills,the ſmell of 


gaine from any thing favors well to him ; ſo he have it. To 
theſe adde ſuch as ſight this finne , calling it but a trick of 
youth : ſuch as blanch and colour theſe finnes of all ſorts , 
not to be named : never ſo rife inall eſtates , as now in this 
debauch't agc ! Such as play the vawdes to their owne chil- 
dren, tkeir owne wives , ſuch as makea fport of it , and lay 
their baftards in their owne wives bofoines, forcing them to 
nurſe them,or elſe turning them out of doores ? Caſting dares 
ar:d4 mortall things , and asking, ain not Lin ſport ? Such as 
make a trade of this ſin , ſerving the turnes of their comman- 
d2rs, as that hangby Hiram the Adwiamuite did the turne of 
?«da:Do theſe,or fuch as theſe (tor they are infinite )beleeve 
theſe terrors of God ? Ordo they take notice, that God will 
have this ſin made odieus and terrible,to gaſter all from it? Oh 
wofull Rebells, and Traitors to the edits of Chriſt, beware , 
leſt God come upon you,and tear you in peeces,and there be 
none to deliver you! tor fo impudent a4orchead of brafle,and 
daring to reſiſt him in his own was !if he aggravate,dare you 
alleniate? ſurely he ſhall adde unto you all the plagues of his 
Book,and diminiſh your names trom that otter of life ! 
Secondly, if God fo ſtriveto make this finne odious, con- 
der in the teareof God, both upon what ground , and to 
what cnd he doth ſo. Surely it 1s not for nothing ,* that hee 
doth fo. The-ground is, that it oppoſeth his ordinance ; the 
end to prevent iſinne. For the former,beware of defiling any 
ordinance of God!That which he hath put honor upon , put 
not you contempt upon ! Marriage is honorable,and the-bed 
undefiled by an ordinance. Its like the decree of Medes and 
Perfians, which alters not. Take not you away the honour 
therof,either by wiltul abandoning.of Marriage to live in luſt 
unbridled; or dehiling marriage,to cover your filthinefſe ! (it 
was not made to ſuch an end) God will bee ſurely avenged 
npon all ſuch ! Its the practice of Satan,and. AntiChrilt his 
eldeſt ſonne ,.to be Gods oppoſite to thwart an —_ 
_ What 
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What is ſo holy an ordinahce, as the miniſtry of the word , 
the vie of Sacraments, the aſe of the Keies? And , what 
doth hee more purpoſely contradit ? 'How baſely ſpeakes 
all this rabble from top to toe, of a Miniſter ? of preaching ? 
of our Sacraments? our Communion table ! they jeere 
all; and oppole their Prieſthood, Maſſe , Sacrifice, and Al- 
tar ! What ſo ſacred a civill ordinance, as Magiſtracy ? They 
abhorre it, tread under feet all kinds, that crofſe their owne 
Government-: curling, deſtroying, excommunicating, and 
murthering them art plezſure , if they can come by them ! 
What ſo pure an ordinance as marriage? But whatunclean« 
nefle is there , which they preferre not before it ? Beware 
yourebels ! you fight againſt God, one that is ſtronger then 
you! hearten not one another againſt this Ark , that 1s come 
into your Camp! leſt hee plague you,and make it too hot and 
too heavie for your keeping! Call not thoſe things common, 
and carnall, which he hath called pure ; honour that which 
God hath ſtamped:diſcerne the folemnes,the ſacrednefle of it; 
detle not mine ordinance, leſt I make yon your Sacriledge ! 


Secondly, the end is,to {top and prevent the finne it ſelfe : goanch 21 
Beware then of all riot and excelſe this way : you whofor- , preveur 
merly during your diflslute youth, have detiled your bodies , the finac. 


or ſince marriage have adventured to doe fo: look backe and 
bethinke you, what you have done 1 Tremble to think, that 
you dared to preſume to linne in that kind, which God hath 
gaſtred you from. Should Adam have ventured to breake 
intothe garden againe, upon the ſhaken ſword of a Cheru- 
bi.:? Butloe, thc | rnd {word of a greater then Cherubins 
are, 1s heete ! How jult were it, that God had {truck you 
deadinthea&? St:ll to ſtripygu of all at once, and bring 
you intothe pit of deſpaire! To accurle your potterity,and to 


- tranſmit your ſin, through your race, to make you a by word 


as Zeroboam ) oh wonder that cver you got our of this pit ( if 
yet you be) and take heed leſt he who delights to ſee doggs 
and {wine turn to their mire and vomit,pull you not into this 
ditch againe 1 Taxe not God for his ſevere and hard ſer- 
tence againſt ſuchuncleane wretches, whoſe bodies have 
rottedin priſon, perſons beeneruin'd with pentry , ſoules 
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periſht in impenitency ! It were juft with God, your owne 
ſhould have ſuffered no lefſe ! for ſuch as deſpiſe his ther- 
rors, goe onſtill as the forlorne ranke in the mouth of the 
Canon, wrath hath alway ſwept them away ! asa min who 
is ar gy will {mite him that is next,ſo hath he Cnitten ſome in 
their toules, intheir names, bodies,c{tates, poſterity, to.flaite 
others. Elſe had hee beene unjuſt . Now then take war- 
ning : God aimesat the preventing of finne : If you by 
thele examples repent not, your ſclves ſhall goe in the 
drove, and bee mace examples, that others may repent by 
7ours. 
And to conclude, to both ſorts, I ſay, knowing the t-rror 
of the Lord , deſiſt from your uncleane courſe ! who ſhall 
ſtand when God ſhall come in perſon to judge? Its ſaid 
that when febn lent to the: Princes of Samaria , Tutors of 
Ahahs Chileren, to {ct up one of their- Maſters Children and 
fight for him, they trembled, and ſaid, two Kings could not 
ſtand before him, and can we ? Therefore they choſe to cut 
off the heads of them, and ſend theminto him,rather thento 
try it out ! I tell thee, though the ſonne of Nim/i were a 
furious marcher , the ſonne of God is more ! Nottwo, or 
ten, but ten thouſand Kings conld never ſtand before his re- 
venge : Hell is prepared for Kings, if uncleane and adulte- 
rous ? Stand not out , cutoff the heads of theſe luſts, and 
thereby make way for pardon and attonement to thy ſelfe , 
if yet ever this wofull ſpot, and crocke of ſpirit may bee 
waſht out, ( for there is but one thing, even the blood of this 
—_ which can cleanſe it ) and forgiven. Thinke not by 
peaking out of Gods ſight for a while, to wind out, and bee 
forgotten ! Sodid Bedlam, that Bawd of Peor, who curs'd 


Iſrael more by this Stumbling-block, then otherwiſe ! Oh 1 . 


he went to his place , and lurkt in his neſt, tillthe Lord in 
erſon came upon Midian, and then both the five Kings of 

it, and all thoſe entiſing fornicatreſſes,and then Balan hi 
ſelfe was dragged out of his hole to cxecution! verifying his 
owne Prephecie , who ſhall Rand , when God doth theſe 
things! willan innocent Lambe tremble before a Lion, arid 
ſhall not guilty Adultercrs, when God ſits upon them ? Shall 
+ this 
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this be the frait of Gods ſcaring of men , that with the new 
built houſe , they ſettle the more upon the frame when the 
wind moſt ſhakes them? To ranneto finne,te ſnort in it with 
fo much the more imp udency , ſecurely ? Waat is this ſave 
tomocke God,and play the Giants againſt heaven? To dare 
him with a Baball, and try whether hee can confovnd us ! 


As thoſe Philiſtians cried, now play the men, kill beth Iſrael, * Sam. 10. 1z 


and the God of Iſrael, if you can ! Be not ſo mad ! Time 
will make you thinke Gol is like your ſelves ! and he will 
neither doe good nor evill ! Becauſe judgement is deferred , 
r hearts are ſet in you to play the whores and villaines 
fill : Buc your damnation ſleepes not ! he ſhall come upon 
ou, and ſet your diſordered waies in order before you, and 
ring ( as Salowon did Shemers) all your pranks , old and 
newe at one yiew into your eies, and then ſhall it not 
bee poſſible for your ſhoulders, your cenſciences to ſtand 
under your loade ,. nor endure thoſe terrois that ſhall ting 
you, as the handſcls of hell which is ready to devoure 
ou } 
: Laſtly , let as ail learne to be of Gods mind ; and fo con- 


FVſe. 3. 


vince our kearts of the ju{4gements of God,againſt unclean» Inftrucun tn 


neſſe ; as not to daretothink of committing it. I have ſeene 
many wretches, and one the other day%, whom flaited in his 
cendiimce by the feare of ſuidaine death, unloading 
his guilty ſpirit in:othe boſome of Gods Miniſter , even his 
fileby baunts with many cloſe queanes , unſuſpeRed : and 
under this he lay as long as the dint laſted : but having 
found no further favour with God, relapſed to his old courſe, 
aS a cony though taken in her hole, yetif let goe, hath no 
aift but to runne to her old burrow and harbour !1t Chriſt be 
not the cover from the {torme andraine, ſinne muſt needes 
be ; and although: it be but a ſorry one, which will one day 
wet to the skin ,, yet it mult ſerve the whilſt. Subdye there= 
fore thy ſoule wich theſe terrors : as Chriſt ſaith, let them 
ſinke- = 2 thine heart ! Itis thy ſelfe , it ſerves to 
keepe thee from the pathes of death. As our Saviour then 


when he bids watch : tellus he faith it to the Diſciples, and ,, , 
toall ; fo, I with chat this watchword might reach to all, 
none 
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fearethis fin is rife among many even of ſuch: for profeſfion 
cannot alonequit us of ſecret profanenes.So neer is the fleſh, 


ſo ſly is Satan, ſo copious is a falſe heart of evafions, that no: 
ſort of people is free. There want not fearful examples at this! 


day of cachdegree of men and women.l need not filence that 
which all tongucs jangle,& the eas of the good might tingle 
withal : what debauched varlets there are of late brought 
forth fromamong the, who have crept in amongſt the zealous 
ſervants of Chriit,and taken upon them to be the forwardeſt. 
To conceale, is now too late, too late to ſay, tell it not Gath: 
for its all over the places about their dwelling. One beiag 
reprooved for attempting the maides ( who came to his 
houſe) to folly:an{wered,thaugh I may nor covet my neigh- 
bors maid, yet tor his owne maidzs, or thoſ.- that off:ed them- 
ſelves, hethought he might. Its time now ( my brethren of 
of all ſorts ) to ceaſe ſtriving, to hoi:! '1le 1n your palme ; its 
rather time to apply corralives. The beſt way now, is 
intaking notice of theſe, to ſay, they were among us : they 
were not of us, if they had , they would not fo fouly have 
gone out of us. And yet ( were it not thatI feare doing 
hurt )I would adde,that I muſt not nor dare finally to cenſure 
every owne as loſt, wh is guilty of this fin : but 1 know, ten 
to one of theſe, are hypocrites, thongh for caulcs, God 
way leave ſome odde perſon, whoſe repentance he purpoſes 
to make as eminent, as ever his finne was : and moreover, 
to ule this finne in others, as a forcible occaſion to convert 
them from all finne. But of this after. Of the hypocrites I 
fay, let him that is filthy, be filthy (till ; of the other, the Lord 
give them grace, with Achas in the midſt of their reproach, 
to give glory to God: wotull creatures the whiles weltering 
in their miſery from whom the unclean ſpirit ſeemed to bee 
caſt out,and they to have eſcaped the pollution. of the world 
through luſt : but through their looſenefle, the divell hath re- 
turned into their hearts, and brought ſeven ſpirits with him, 
worſe then the former : ſo that if that ſtronger man throw 
not out this ſtrong, the end of ſuch will proove worſe then 


the beginning. , 
| Conſider 


none excepted,even forward profeſſors themſelves. I much 
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Conſider all ſuch , profeſſion cannot diſpence with you ! Profeſſion 

rather it ſhall make your finne treble, and heate hell ſeven cannot dil- 

times hotter ! If wee never found any other effe&t of the P*2<< with 

ſinnes of our ignorance, ſave ſhame and death : what are —— 

wee. like to finde for finnes againſt knowledge ! Truly men 

are ſtrangely impudent and hardned in theſe daies ! this 

makes me infiſt as I doe ! Feare not him , who can deſtroy 

the body onely and not the foule ; but him who can caſt 

both bodies and ſoules into hell, I ſay, feare him ! Get we 

our ſpirits truely moulded into this terrour of God ! Thoſe 

Corinthians pretended the liberty of the Goſpell, againſt 

the terror of the Law : But, how doth Pas! anſwer them ? 

Surely by a fit inftance of the Ifralites in the wilderneſle , 

committing filthinefle, at Peor. Are you better then they ? 

had not they the word, the ordinances, the cloud, the 

manna , and rocke ? but God was never the better pleaſed 

with them, for that 1 Their carcaſſes all fell, and were made 

dung in the wildernefſe. Therefore deceive not your ſelves; 

Be not you fornicators as they | and were deſtroyed of the 

deſtroyer ; Their Angell of preſence, turn'd their deſtroyer, r Cor, 10.10: 

for their uncleannefle. If this bee all the priviledge of 

your bare profeſſion, let whoſe will venture, but ventur 

not yee | well (may ſome fay ) wee would faine bee o X 

Gods minde , but our hearts are ſo giddy and flight inthis 
aint, that wee cannot get them te bee ſeriouſly awed 
y Gods judgements : I anſwer, I ſhallreferre it to the Ex- 

hortatien following in the next Chapter: in the meanc time, 

conſider what hath beene ſaid un this. 
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Andlaſt ; Conteyning the uſt of Exhortation, with 
Counſells and Mptives to preſerve Chaſtity, 
and avoid unclanneſſe. 
Ve. 4- 


] Finiſh the whole uſc of the point with KExhortationz tothis, 
effe&,that all who truely tremble at hacer, rao of Gad) 
againſt Adulterers.and fornicators, doe. preſerve. their veſ- 
ſells with as much holivefle and;-honouras:is-poſſible, To.all 
ſuch (as.in the end of this point I ſhall touch) belongs.con- 
ſolation : but let it-lie by a while, uptill thou be able to ap- 
ply it tothy ſelfe by the experience - of-what I ſhall now ſay, 
Whe refore, I exhort allluchybe.chalke, ayd;pure.in bady and, 
ſpirit, paſling;the- whole time. of : ther: converſation here ig 
holy prevention and-caxtion againſt. uncleanneſie» Ar ſols 
lemae duty,to bring acleanebodyto themarriage bedde : ta 
maintaine.it ſo, and brjng.it ſato the graye!: Buthow,(will, 
ſome..ſay );maythis.be;efteted'? I anſwer: by, obſerving. 
thxee.counlells : and fukk; to Abhorre, ſoameryhage Secondly. 
to megitageupanſomewbat. Thirdly by-praftiſinge Touche 
ing the tixlt, Avhorre ſamavbet within, apd ſome what with - 
our. 1n.the ,profecution.of which three:, if, hall. haply- 
treach 4 pap.any thipgheters toughgd brought bernwernelle! 
of the argument, let the xead gy conſider, . thattwihep I wrote, 
that before upon the point of chaſtity, I intended not the 
handling ;of this latter part of the verſe : but I hope , I ſhall 
avoid any purpoſed repeatings of onght, which the neceſſity 
of the order doth not inforce upon me , for the avoiding of 
anyJnterruptfon. For the firſt of Abhorring : Firſt with Da- 
via, Abhorre thy lfe , that inward originall corruption of 
nature, the foment of this flame : he beginnes at the right 
end of the ſtaffe, with o—_—_ wherewith his mother had 
warmed him in her- wombe. Abhorring of ſome outward 
aQts or penalties of this ſfinne, may goe without any loathing 
of 
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of the fountaine. Had it not beene ( ſaith David) for my 
naturall ſtaine, I had never committed fuch an acuall abo- 
mination as this. Alas ! as the feelde of a poore man va- 
niſhesm the Mappe of a whole towne, ſodoth this evill 
of concupiſcence vaniſh in moſt mens cie , when they take 
a {arvey of finne ; whereas this inward is the body : and that 
which we fe breaking out,is but a member,as it mph be here 
atoc,there a finger of defiled old Arr. Till then the mether 
bee abhorred , the daughter will never be renoanced. Put 
caſe , thou couldeſt bitterly inveigh, yea incenſe thine 
heart, againſt ſome atuall filthinefle , yet , rillthis 4rward 
dunghill bee- raked , which ts able to ſteame forth into-ah 
hundered Adulterers , yea finnes without number ; I fay tl 
this furnace kindled by hell , as ready to defile thee agairic 
(when thou haſt ſeemed to waſh out many ſtains as they 'ap- 
are) withten fold more wickedneflſe ; looke for-no te- 
drefle of thy diſeaſe. Its a running ſoare,an iftne of unclean- 
neſle , and muſt firſt bee dreined , eare the paſſages drie up : 
Theſcely man who ſaw the ſtreame of the River run very 
ſwift, fat him downe upenthe banke and ſlept, thinking by 
that rime all wonld bee run out, and he might go over dry 
ſhod } Roore ſoule | for that river ran ſtill, everdid, and 
ever will. So isit here: till God dry up , or turne the cur- 
rentzit can be no otherwiſe. The due ſight of this thy bent 
of heart,thy frame of ſpirit,alway inclining one way, never 
to Purity, firſt tiring thee as a traveller, wurry thee as a dog, 
rlue thee at heeles, a5 the Avenger of blood did the Man 
yer; is one of the beſt waies to quit thee of this miſcheefe. 
Get an inward abborring of thy ſelfe,ſec what an huge heap 
of filth lies there ; marke how its like the doore rolling the 
ſame 'way on his hinges ; and this weariſome ſight may 
(perhaps)drinke up thy {pirit,and caſheire all thy dawbings, 
colours,and excuſes. I ſay , This may raſe thy forte it ſelfe, 
and ſhake it from the foundations , and then the out works 
will ſoone yeelde and fall to the ground. Looke upon this fin 
in that Glafſe with that eye, which Paw looked in,when he 
beheld luſt forbidden: and, (if any thing) this ſhall ſwallow 
thy ſhip wholly op in-the NT TIE of elſ-odhoorring, 
x 2 ay 
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Say to thy ſoule thus, wereT waſht with mitre, yea ſcoured 
with ſope, yet the clothes I weare wilt defile mee as faſt : 
Alas ! 1 get nothing by all my outward abhotrrings , luſt will 
not bee ſcared away with Holy-warter. I have a Boſome 
Orator within , which will draw mee to luſt , twenty times, 
one after another , .and pull mee faſter to filth, then all my 
owne, or others diſſwaſives can withdraw mee from it: Lord 

then, draine this flood and overflow 1 teach mee to abhorre 

my ſelfe in duſt and aſhes, ifever I get vitory over my 

aQtuall corruptions | 
Secondly, abborre thy inward Auall thoughts , of con- 
2. templative uncleannes. Workmen proceeds according to an 
Things 10 be Id za and platforme in his mind , ſer before him, in all his 
oo ed, _ projects and attempts:{o doth the Adulterer, The heart (fayth 
houghts of . . Il h if hi f . h 

Contemplative ®Pr Savior, ) is the Adulterer, all the miſchiefe is hatchet 
uncleanaes, there-What contemplations of villany, doth the forlorne ſtie 
of Thoughts nouriſhin many ?. Whatuncleane man'or wo- 

man is there, whoſe thoughts do not plod and contrive their 
meetings,the places, the y=_ manner, and circumſtances? 
What a Thoroughfare of tuch ſcurfe, is that defiled ſpirit of 

theirs, which they carry about them ? Once,'a learned man 

was called a walking library :. But of thefe , it may'be fayd, 

They are a walking Stewes. 'Tts as eafieto pull their hearts 

out of their bellies , as to alter and turne the courſe bf cheſe 

ſuggeſtions: the Devill beeing the Preſenter, and the fancie 

the Receiver. Mortify then and nip theſe thoughts ; which 

have the whole man at command : Senfes do not ſo much 

hurt tothonghts , as thoughts to them and to the bodily pers 

formance. . The loathing of baſeyvaine, wanton, and cape» 

ring thoughts, in this kind, were halfe the cure. Theſe vapou- 

ring up from the heart to the brayne , do ſo poſſefſe and be- 

leaguer it that the affeRions are fired, and on tharnes , till 

they come -to praiſe. Now , when the fewell is gone,or 

leflened,the fire muſt ceaſe: let originall corruption be once 

abhorred truly,and this will follow. Thinke that God ſpeaks 

James 4.8, totheein St. /azcrhis phraſe , clenſe your thoughts ye'ſin- 
ners, and purge your hearts,ye wantonly minded | Howleng 

ſhall your uncleage thoughts abyde' with and within you? 

Know 
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Know: you- not that Imaginations are the firſt moover of 
the whole frame of corrupt Nature? If they moove,muſlt not 
allinferiaur ones dance after their Pipe? And tell mee, when 
Satan fires the whole man , whither doth he inje& firſt his 
fireballes ? Is it not into the thoughts ? If he would tempt , 
accuſe, terrifie, how goes he to workEbut by rayſing up a 
commotion in the thoughts? And in what part is hell fre 
kindled in the damned?Is it not firſt in the thoughts ? Kee 
then thy thoughts with all diligence 1 Foreſtall Satan and 
uncleannes by good thoughts,chaſt, pure,contrary thoughts; 
let the Chambers of the thoughts'be prepoſlſeſſed with theſe 
gueſts: & as will ſparre the doore from ſuch encroachers. 
Eſpecially if the pure ſpirit bee the uſherer of themin , by 
the word. 

Thirdly ,, abhorre all thoſe curſed colors, and mufflers of 3 
this fin : which the fertile heart , can deviſe abundantly , to Things to be 
alleniate and lefſen this ſin 1 The Heart is the forge of all —_— F 
theſe tricks , and evaſions. If the Lord have called this fin g,.02 oe. 
ſo terrible ; let it bee enough to thee ; abhorre the Dive 
figleaves; & behold the filth of this 6kirte with deteſtation. 

Blaynch it not over with thy Nature, ( that worſt of all) the 
propenſion of thy conſtitution , the trength of allurements, 
the difficulty of-preſerving thy ſelfe, the Generality of the 
ſin , the ſlighty opinion 'of the Makitude. Abhorre theſe 
cordially , or elſe the fin abides ſtill, under diſpenſation and 
connivence. Then fonrthly , as touching other inward-fo- 
menters of luſt, (of which-I breefly ſpeake becauſe I have 4. 
prevented my ſelte in the point of Chaſtity before) Abhotre All inward fo- 
thy covers and ſhelters, hepe of impunity,hiding thine un- meacers. 
cleannes under the ſhrowd of a married whore, or of thy 
wicked friends and Abettors;ſuch as the Devill will rayſe up 
to ſticke totkee , or any ſuch as for a baſe bribe, will ayde 
thee,and keepe thee from open ſhame ; Such impurity being 
forecaſt inthe minde 1s an hardner of the Adulterer in his 
fin: Abhorre a luskifh laſy heart , that delights in caſe and 
ydlenes , loath ſoftneſle, cfteminatenes and impurity of ſpirit, 
| (a throughfare for lulk ) Allo unarmednefſle of the Soule, 
| lying open and expoſed to occaſion , empty , ' {wept and 

| Zz 3 g4rmiht, 
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garniſht, fit for the next evill chat comes: Abhorre raſhnes 
and unſtayedneſſe,, which will -on the ſuddeine betray thee, 
to the occaſions of laſt. Renounce all ſelfconfidence , and 
ventrouſnes upon thy ſtength,es rather ſcorning to be ſnared, 
then humbly fearing ſnares, (for Alas 1 poore worme, who 
art thou,if left to thy ſ(elfe ?.) Know this, that luſt will give 
ſmall warning,it comes 4s a torrent;as the neceflity of an ar- 
med man:There is the ſame mettal in thee,which is in others; 
and they are ſooneſt ſnared,who feare leaſt. 

Beware of ſellove,whichgives it felte Allowance of the 
largeſt ſiſe, as loth to deny it felfe nothing which it covets, 
and counting nothing too pretious, ne liberty or delight too 
deare for it ſelfe ; Abandon inconftancy and giddines of 
ſpirit , which cannot ſtandits owne ground , nor reft in one 
place, cleave to one taske. For the bent of ſpirit to one 
ſettled objeR, ſtudie , calling, or lawiull obje, will divert 
the vaine minde from frothie fancies, and ideas of uncleane 
thoughts, companies,and allurements. A ſpirit whoſe banks 
runne full of employ ment; will hardly be unſettled: but holdes 
Satan at ſtaves end. Aske thy gadding,roaving heart,whither 
ſhe will, whence ſhee comes, -and what is her bufines, ( as 
watchmen do Roagues ) Examine the ground/and warrant 
of thy journeys, travailes , errands, and wandrings up and 
downe,forſaking thy ſtation,and.family: Setthy kinfeto thy 
throate , ifthoy beean Athenian, daylyluſting after new 
places, companies, pleaſures, mectings, and delight? And 
whatſvever favors of carnall and ſenſuall defire, knew it 
cannot, but threaten miſcheefe , and diſpoſſeſſe thee of thy 
watch: I ſpeakeſtill of ſuch, as in appearance have given 
their names to Chriſt , even theſe, (for I Judge none , let 
every man judge himſelfe ) have ſofarre taken liberties to 
themſelves,in the brink, that they have fallen into the water. 
One of them once much pleaſing himſelfe in admiring the 
teatures and beauties of women , and ſtroaking the cheekes 
of one with Wantonneſſe, was by his wiſer neighbour vyar- 
ned therof,ſaying, Theſe crimſon faces(ſo he caldthem)will 
ſadly coſt you the ſetting en,one day? and fo it fell ont ſoon= 
after ; forſuchan aſperſion was ſoene after caſtupon him , 
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whether true-fromman', or juſt with God ) asbrought his 

hoary head to the grave withlorrow. Toteach all ſuch gnats 

” beware how” neere they fly to the candle, leſt they bee 
urnt, 

And thus mach forinward abhorrings : As touching out= 5+ 
ward, I will repeat nothing before ſaid , in the chaſtizy of *!! 0uward 
Prevention; onely, whatſoever occaſion, threatens any af P30 
front to the fort of Chaſtity ,and the preſer ving of the whole 
man in integrity and honour, renonnce it. And ſomuch 
for the- firſt of the foure heads of 'counſell againſt this 
_ of.uncteannefle,, to wit , Abhorring ef ſomewhat, be 

OKen- 

, The-ſecond conuſell is, to meditate of fomewhat. And 5..gn4 c 
whereof? Surely of ſuchthings as might helpe to quaſh and «. 11, TY 
quettlift: and that partly concerning thefinne it felfe, and Metitare of 
partly the penalties thercof: And both theſe ſpecialls of Me» (6mcwhar, 
ditation , muſt be attended with'two properties 1n generall. 

Firſt; that this meditation be wiſe, and feeondly, that it bee 
deepe, - FirſtT ſay, wiſe : for I would have thisnoted, that 2. Properties 
ſome things are of thatnature”, that fome kind of muſing of of it. 
them, jsrather an incenfing of the heart unto the ſinne, then *- ]* malt be 
any checking thereof! As are alt ſachevills , asborder upon *"** 
the ſentuall appetite , and concupiſcible faculty : of which 

ſort eſpecially is this finne of 'uncleannefſe. Many com- 
plaine, that they muſe much; ofthe odiouſneſfe therof, that 

ſo they might abherre1t. But they finde it more and more 

to follow their hand; and to ſnare their ſpirit. And fo the 
remedyproves much worſe thenthe diſeaſe. And it fares with 
ſuch”, as.it doth with'two men at variance: who put their 
quarrels to comprimiſe: Bur when wiſe men ſhould ſet them 

at one;they fall on-ripping up altcircumſtances of unkindnes, 

* offered eachtoother;that they part worfe enemies then they 
met,andſo make the-wound incarable:So here,men meditate 

of the fenſuaU and carnall occurrents of this finne, their baſe 
meetings; words, geſtures, unchaſte Iookes and aRts, under 
pretence of a parpoſe more fully to detelt and abhorre them: 
Bc. by this mernezthe divel caſteck fire 1nto the drie powder 

of thtirconcupiſcence; and inflimeth them to it the more. 

The 
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— Thereaſon is, becauſe the ſenſe and fieſhly familiarity of the 
thoughts, doe prevaile againſt the ſpirituall hatred thereof. 
So it fares in other temptations, of an hideous nature, as A- 
theiſticall thoughts againſt the Ma jdty of God , or blaſphe- 
mous thoughts againlt the Scriptures , or the eflence;, and 
Attributes of God : the baſeneſle whereof the more we plod 
upon, ( eſpecially while Satans wild fre is 1n theſpirit ) the 
more we are ſnared ther:with. Therefore 1m ſuch c.ſes as 
theſe , the praftice of Eli/ha to the ſervant of fehorams, is to 
be followed : Wee mult pray againſt the tenacity thereof, 
and force our ſelves to handle ſuch thoughts roughly at the 
doore ; and in no ſort to give place to them : as knowing 
their Maſters feet is not farre behind them. Tofle not thoughts 
off and on, about paſſages, which tickle the fancy, and wind 
in deeplier into it, then it can bee rid thereof, yea though 
they were moſt irkeſome to it : But take up the ſinne in the 
whole lumpe and bundle : muſe of the bitter roote whence 
Pial. 51. it comes,as David did,in his Meditations : Incenſe thy ſoule 
againſt the body of corruption , whence it' flowes , that 
wherein thy Mother conceived thee ; and thence deſcend 
to the fruits of it, as , the wound which it leaves upon the 
conſcence, the wrath of God, which it pulls upon it ſelfe ; 
the curſe of it, how it makes allthe ſoile barren, blaſtes 
and waftes the grace of God, or the leaſt ſhew of any : 
Keepe it thus at {taves end , but tamper net much with 
pitch, leſt we be defiled. Such unwiſeqaneditation is not wa- 
terto quench, but oile to encreaſe the flame. 
s Propertie, Secondly, let this meditation be deepe an folemne, both 
Jer, bur Aboutthe properties and the penalties of this finne. Touch- 
, ge ane S ing the former, the firſt meditation about it is, how ſpirituall 
ri penalties. 4 Wickednefle it is, eſpecially under the C ofpell. Its like A6- 
1. Jſaloms inceſt commited ſhameleſlely in the fohe of the Sun; . - 
Ofthc 'p'.im before all Iſrael. It doth not onely fin againſt morall light 
2;ne#t: ot this of the naturall conſcience, but alſo againſt the grace of 
hane, God; and the remedy offered therby. Foc tha grace of God 
hath appeared toall, and teacheth them to Fenie all ungod- 
linefle, and fleſhly luſts , and to live ſoberly, and p 
ly in this preſent world.. Davids adultery was a or: 
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but yet inſeparable from ſpirituall wickednefſe : for he re- oo 
ſiſted conſcience in point ( not of morall light onely, as any 

heathen might doe ) but of grace, and mercy fromGod , 
teaching him to abhorre it. Yea, this very thing was the 

thing that made the Lord fo ſeverely punith it, both then 

and after; even becauſe hee fought againſt his {pirituall 

light, embracing a luſt, and the ſweet of a baſe heart, with 

the loſſe of that ſweet mercy of God, which he had taſted : 

Yea, agaitiſt that fweet communion with God, which hee 

had —y enjoyed : both which hee knew would bee 

waſted hereby, as alf > that hereby the ſpirit of God was dif- 

pleaſed and vexed with this rebellion, and the effeRs there- 

of, and h.s conſcience gulled downe and defiled with ſen- 

ſuality and ſecurity , yea hardned by the deceitfulnefſe of 

ſinne : And hereby the enemies of God were cauſed to blaſ- 

pheme God , his worſhip and the generation ofthe righte- 

ous. For our better conceiving of this point ( in my judge- 

ment the moſt weighty of all to gaſter a foule from ſuch Abo- 

mination ) let us obſerve, how the holy Ghoſt hath deſcri- 

bed it. Read and ponder that Heb. 3. 12. where the Apoſtle 

in ce tells us, that thus is the nature of all finne come 

mitted againſt the light , and it hath theſe degrees: as the 

words doe exprefle. Take heed, leſt there be in any of you, 

an evill heart of unbelecfe , to depart from the living God , 

but-exhort one another, leſt you be hardned by the deceit- 

fulnefle of ſinne. Marke : firſt there is an evill heart of averſ- Steps of ſpiri- 
neſſe from God, and enmity, or alienation from God, in each tuall tinnc, 
child of old Adam. Thus David contefleth himfclte guiltie I. 
hereof, in committing Adultery. Secondly, this being un- Anev.llkeur, 
ſa: dued in the ſoule by the word , breaketh out into out- 2. 
ward and morrall evills, as ill humors in the body,into {oares Evi'l workes, 
and botches. So ſaith our Saviour, anevill man, out of the 

evill treaſure of his heart brings forth evill things; for out of 

the heart proceed all ſuch dratte ; chats the neſt and toige of 

them all. -Both theſe make the heart, an evill hcart. 

Thirdly, this cvill heart and theſe evill workes, become 2. 
evill workes of unbefeefe ! That is, whereas God hath vr» Unbeleefe; 
deined a bleſſed remedy of pardon and clenſing of both, loe, 
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the love of an evill heart to her evill workes will not ſuffer 
it to parte with them , but chaſcth rather to forſake mercy it 
ſelfe. They that embrace lying vanities, forſake their owne 
mercy. And our Savior plainly , Thisis the condemnation 
of the world, thatlight came into the world : But loved 
darknes rather then light, becauſe their workes were evill. 
Jeſus Chriſt receaved by faith , would have deſtroyd fach 
workes. But men loving them, and that darkenes which 
nouriſht them , more then light , they added drunkennes to 
thirſt, that is unbeleefe,to morral fins. And fo fins which at 
the firſt were bur dipped in the colour of Nature,beeing died 
in graine by contempt of light,became ſpirituall evills; con- 
fiſting in a treacherousrefuſall of grace, that it might nouzle 
it ſelfe in {in more and more, which by embracing of grace, 
it might have beene rid of. So that this unbeleete,defendin 
it ſelfe , inthe praQtſe of darknefle , cauſcth the ſoule to be 
guilty of horrible villany againlt the grace of God, and that 
{pirit of Chrift , which offceth it ſelte to purge and waſh it 
from (an. 

Fourthly , by this meanes there followes a Deluſion and 
Defilemen: of the ſoule:by the ſweetnes and deccitfillnefſe 
of ſin. That is,a Deſertion of the ſoule,wherby its left by the 
juſt and of Ged,to the errour of her own way,& cheyce:te 
bee 32S it deſired to bee: ſo, that it becomes of avOluntarily, 
a neceſſarily ſeduced heart,thinking evillto be good, feeding 
upon aſhes , as a perverted appetite will dv upon coales, or 
chalke ; it ſuffers conſcience to be blindfolded and baffled, 
and tie accuſing power thereof,to become a-defiled power; 
fo that though it know fin to be ſin, (as this of Adwltery; yet 
beeing luid afleepe upon Dalla lap,it feeles no ſting, but 
dreames of eaſe, as Samſon and David, whodifferd not in 
this from Balaam , ſave onely in this that the ſpirit ſufteind 
and reſerved their judegmen:s,that they ſinned not upon the 
laſt practicall underſtanding , and choice of free will,but by 
prevention and temptation ; But to their owne ſenſe , they 
had ſhaken off the ſpirit. 

Fifthly,from hence proceeds hardning of heart in the fin, 
againlt the recourſe and checks of conſcieace, Thus David, 
beeing 
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beeing once defiled and ſnared,. fo that he could go neither 
backward nor forward:he grew ſo hardned,that he reſolved 
ap0 al thoſe waies, wherby his fin might be concealed,exte- 
nuated , defended , and that with odwus Circumſtances; 
which what was it fave ( as muchas in himlay ) toput off 
the ſpirit of God, andto fulfill hisluſt , providing that he. 
might not be unſettled, And —_ ,(in ſome uncleane ones, 
although the Ele cannot goe ſo farre ) hence proceeds a 6 
departing from the living God , a diſabling ofthe ſpirit from 
returning back to him again,throughan heart which cannot {gh helbins 
mourne,relent &,repent:& ſo finally a powring foorth of the God, i 
heart to all other ſin, without controll,or reſtreiat ; yea ſome 

o {o farre herein, that they fight not only againſt the revea- 
Fin light ofthe ſpirit but againſt the ſpirit it ſelfe, out of 
malice : And what wonder,it the reſtreyning power ofthe 
ſpirit be taken from ſuch as have deſpiſed the ſaving power 
of it? Now,to gather up all into one, how wofull an hazard 
doe all they run, as play the uncleane beafts under the cleere 
light of the Goſpel? How do they lay the ſtumbling blocke 
of their owne iniquities before themſelves? For although I 
deny not a poſſibility of returning , ſo long as the ſpirit is 
greeved onely, except it be deſpited alfo, yet who knoweth 
bow farre he may go in his deſcent, becing not ableto ſtop 
himſelfc? And as for the Ele& , how many beare themſelves 
upon it, till they proove errant hypocrites? This Meditation 
therfore, let all ſuch one deeply, who are given to ſlight” 
this fin! what Go1 may do for ———_ ones ( as Paxl 1, Tim.r, 
ſpeakes ) I ſay not (though we fee but few of theſe re- 
pent.) But for them, that fan wilfully after light, its far 
worſe. 

Alecond object of meditation, againſt this ſin, is the Pe- = 
culiarneſle of it from other fins. That of the Apoſtle is no- Things to be 
table for this, fly fornication:why? All other fans parte from meditared of, 
the bodie, this abides in it: whatsthat? Other ſins of wrath, the peculiar= 
theft , ſwearing, the like, abide not in, but paſſe away from nefle of this 
theinſtrument aRing them; (1 ſay not in guilt but in a of 
cleaving : But this of ancleanneſle as it leaves nolefle ſcarre 
in the Body then they,(rather more )ſo ut leaves a far greater 
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and more loathſome ſtayne in the body : cauſing it tobee a 
more yrkeſome dwelling for the ſpirit of God , to bee more 
loathſome to it ſelfe, and beares marke in the open fight of 
others of it owne filthines./If God then have ſet ſucha mark 
of this fin upon the bodie,as upon no other: and now much 
more then when Paul {peakes; if other fins (in compariſon ) 
are without, but this within it : others by the body out of 
the body , this by et, and init : that is, it 1s a more reall and 
bodily lin,requiring more of a finner'for the perfeRing of it, 
then others, yea forfeiting a peece of the body , inthe com- 
mitting of it ; lidw odiousis it? Againe, if it bee a more ful- 
ſome vice, and hardlier waſht out (as before hath beene ſaid) 
If it ſhut God out of his Temple , yea, out of Poarch and all : 
I conclude, it behooves all, to beware leſt they conceive 
that a moreſlight ſin then others, which God hath branded: 
with more peculiarneſſe then others. I do not here ſpeake 
of that loathſomneſſe which followes the at : of that be- 
tore; But I ſay , The Lord loathes theſe leprous walles; what 
ſhould ſuch a one have to doe with Prater, Reading, Hea- 
ring,Sacraments,whoſe lips, eys,handes, whole fleſh is de» 
fled with this ſin? Who ſecsnot the unſutableneſſe hereof?So 
that as the lever was wont to be ſhut out of company,tohave 
his lips ſown un,(carſe ſuffred to breath,& totry ont,unclean 
ſo here. This finner (huts out himſelf from God,tin that he can« 
not approachto him with auy)member without loath ſomns. 
I ſpeak nt this to exclud any Penitent fromthe free grace of 
Cod(though God who gives each penitent, grace, gtves not 
each ſinner to be Penitent: )for Rahab, Bathſheba,T amar,yea a 
worſe the al Mary Mrgdalene found mercy,& {orecoverd the 
honour of each member:but I ſpeak how odious the'ſtn is, in 
peculiar. Let it therefore bee a ſecond Meditation againſt it. 
Thirdly meditate of that wofull ſeperation which it maks 
invwardly,betwixt God and the foule, Few ſee this. But if 
union with God,be the roote of all other Previledges, and a 
reſtoring us to our integrity : what then is ſeperation from 
him, and cutting off from the fountain,ſave a curſe ? Now, 
who ſo is one with an harlot is cut off from God : For how 
can a man bee at once a member of an harlot,and a member 
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of Chriſt ? Know you not,that who ſo is one with Chriſt, is 
ene ſpirit ? And what is he then, who is one With an harlot? 
Can he,with and in the ſame ſpirit, be united to one and to o* 
ther at the ſametime? Doth he not , what licth in himſelfe to 
disjoynt himſelfe for ever from God, who is joined withan 
whore? Is itſo eaſy to unlinke the chayne of uncleannes, 
and to be knitto God , who is once enchained in the band 
.of this ſin? Or,can there be communion and influence main« 
teyned with God, while fellowſhip continues with Harlots? 
Is pureneſle and filthines , ſo eafily reconciled. A fpirit of 
of holt i.s, with a ſpirit of Adulterie > What communion 
betweene Chriſt and Beliaf? Or, how can two walke toge- 
ther,except agred?If the the ſpirit be ſadded,&grieved, what 
Joy can it have to walke with the ſoule? Where was David; 
fellowſhip with God become, when he had defiled himſcit? 
with what a conſcience (thinke wee)did he walke ? What 
peace, jo;7, going 1n and out with God, had hee? Or, why 
doth he fo crave for the ſpirit, and for waſhing, and rcnucd 
grace, ſave that he felt them withdrawne from him? And,if 
the Spirit of Chrilt be gone, what isthe Name of Chriſt and 
of Communion, worth? Perhaps many an Adulterer plcaſeth 
himſclfe in this, that he isnot yet caſt out from the church! 
But why is he not caſt out? Is Gods judgment changed ? 
Where then is that cenſure become , of which Pax! ſpecks | 
of, That ye bec113 gathered together with my (pirit 10 the *-Cor. 5. 
Name of the Lord Ietus, deliver fuch an one, (anuncleane 
wretch)unto Satan, for the deſtruftion of the fleth , that his 
ſoule may be faved,in the day of the Lord Tefus. Is not here 
ſolemne excommunication againſt uudcleannes urged 4 
Neither let any cavill and ſay, This was in a cafe of high 
degree of this fin. For Gods netres take all open ii nners,in_ A9d from the 
foule kindes, bee the degrees what they whit: elſe meaneth otrages. ay : 
that ſpeech, Withdraw your ſelves from every brother, who _ —_ won 
walketh inordinatcly ? How ? Except, by the cenluregex- fi t:4 or de- 
communicating him from Communion of Sacraments, and (crvcd. 
ſecr2t fellowſhip ? Thus once it was : But the fin of man 
interverting the Cenfure, difanulles not the Ordinance , 
If ſach bee not caſt out , the greater 1s the ſhame of 
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Negle&ers , and the offender hath the greater wreng. 

Knd lay, that he bee not formally caſt out by Diſcipline ; 

hath hee not really caſt out himſelfe by tus Deſert > As he 

once ſayde of his Bookes, That they were publiſhed, and 

they were not, in eff<& : for none could underſtand , or be 

the better for them: ſo ſay I. They are in Communien, and 
they are not: locally, by intruſion, not ſpiritually, not by ac- 

ceptation, ſo that ( ſave for his pleaſing himſelfe ſinfully) he 

is never the better for it. For why ? Doth not Conſcience 

within tell him, All who would thrive by the Ordinances, 

muſt caſt up their gorge? So ſaith Perer, Caſting out all ſuper- 

Auity , as new borne babes, covet the ſincere milk of the 

... « Wordtogrow by? And, are not all things uncleane to the 

The ſpirit of gr y "= 

God Excom. ancleane? Doth net ſuch a mans ſpirit ſay to him, as God to 
municates him E/ya,what doſt thou here Elia? Why takeſt thou my word 
in the Coure (pure as my ſelfe ) into thy mouth , hating to be reformed? 
rs liniſter into thy mouth, hearer into thine cares, beeing both 
— thy body and ſpirit polluted ? Can wrath or doubting (as 
the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks hinder the lifting up of pure hands, 

and mult not an uncleane conſcience much more? Can ſuch 

a ſwine, comming into the Aﬀembly to Sermon , or Sacra- 

ment, thinke himſelfe to bee in his place ? Doth he not tell 

himſelfe,a Stewes,an whores boſome are fitter for thee,then 

ſuch a place as Gods houſe ? Now , if outward Communion 

(which yet many a ſinner will buy with his mony , or thruſt 

himſelfe into boldly ) bee ſounproperfor him , what then 1s 
Communion with the Graces of God, with his Saints, 

with the Duties of both Tables ? Hath ſuch an one any jo 

in his ſoule,peace with God, delight in his Service, — 

of graces , as ſeale,faythe, meeknes, compaſſion, patience? 

Or can he lay claimeto an holy example ? Are not theſe 

irkeſome objzeas toſuch, more hit to teare them in peices ts 

thinke themſclves cut off, then to comfort them | So then let 

this bee a meditation of great weight, to gafter the ſoule 

from all uncleanneſle, or to humble it beeing tallen,to conſi- 

der,what a Gulfc it ſets betweene the Lord, and the ſoule, fo 

that one cannot core atthe other. And,woe bee to him, 

chatis alone ! All ordinances, all duties, all graces, ſpeaking 

thus 
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thus to hini, If Ged helpe not,how can I helpe thee, with the 
Barne, orthe winepreſſe ? Influence being wanting , pre- 
ſence gone, what can ſecond comforts availe ? Doe not 
all iflue frem union with the head ? Doe not all Conduit- 
comforts riſe and fall with the fountaine ? Except then,thou 
careft not for God, for his ſpirit , or Ckriſt, beware of un- 
cleannefle. For that Jaies-all Channels of the ſpirit dry, 
embarrens the ſoule of all heavenly favour : making it, 
as Carclefle to have 1',as it 15 empty of it. And theſe three may 
ſerve for a ſhort diſcription of the nature of this finne, and 
how wee may derive Arguments from thence, to deterre us 
from it4 Now to the penalties. 

Touching which, they are either ſpirituall, or outward. Szcondly he 
For the former, the Reader may partly gather what the (pi- Tut mecrrxte 
rituall burthen is , which God lates upon it, by that , which — 
before I ſaid of the nature of it : For, if it be ſo defiling, and © 293 1% 
hardning a finne, and ſo ſeldome is found in the waycofre- 
pentance, who ſhould not be afraid of x? Who is fo ſtupid , 
as, ſeeing a drov : of Adulterers going cowards theden of the ,_ be 
Dragon ( the Divell I meane ) with their foreſteps, and 1 pig. 

- . , £ 
obſerving ſo few backſteps comming from thenceward , !y drui k:nacs 
would thinke any other, {ave that there they wore devoured? dilabling the 
And,who would dare to hafard himſelf upon ſach a point,as *'**r from 
whether he ſhould come backe from tharvit, (rom which its *P*2"P>- 
ten to on&if any at all returne? Tac heachen Philoſopher Xe- 
woerates,may teach us wiſedome herein: who was a Stoick of 
moſt exact chaſtity and morallity : He, having read to his 
ſcholers deep Letures of aulterity , and abftineace from all 
mw ſeeming to his Scholers to {peak more then he had 

rength to performe : was attemvted by them, what he was: 
they got an harlot of cxquiſit beauty, and laid her in his bed, 
to provoke him to folly. But hezaccor ding to his rules, 1bhor- 
ring the temptation, anſwered them , he would not buy re- 
pentance at ſodeerea rate : Surely, if he who had no more 
to loſe, ſave his morrall conſcience, and feared , leſt the for- 
feit thereof, would prove (o irrecoverable ; what thould we 
Chriſtians ſay who have our ſoules to loſe , what ſhould it 
profit, to winne the world aud loſe them ? or what ſhallbee 
given 


A fearefull ex- 
amplic of a ac- 
bauched Adul 
gererguryec, 


The Appendix. hs 


——C 


given in exchange of them ? And, having no hope of reco« 


vering repentance any more , how ſhould they tremble at 
ſo great aloſſe ? In one word , this I fay , that this finne 
bath a wotull ſpirituall giddineſſe and drunkennefle annex- 
ed unto it, diſabling the , _—_ from laying it to heart, except 


ſtrange mercie prevent him ; ſo that as Salomon ſpeakes, 1n- 


comparing the two ſexes, ſo may I ſay, in comparing theſe 
with other finners, I have ſeene of them, one of a thouſand 
to repent, but of this, ſcarſe one of a thouſand. Itsthe Lords 
ccurle to give over theſe ſinners to their haunt and cuſtome, 
Its ſaid of Queene Tomyrs, that having overcome Cambyſes 
a bloody Tyrant in battell, and ſurpris'd his perſon , ſhe cut 
off his head, and ſous'd in a barrell of blood , ſaying , ſatiate 
thy ſelfe , with that whereof thou haſt beene alway ſo in- 
ſatiable. So faith the Lord tothe Adulkterers, ſince fleſhly 
pleaſure hath beene that which thou haſt alway ſo hunted 
after; fill thy ſelfe with it for ever. Split thy ſoule againſt the 
rocke and ſtone-wall of my ſeventh Command, at which 
thou haſt ſo ſtumbled ; let that grind thee in peeces. This 
curſe of God, ſealing up the heart of the Adulterer, gives 
him over,.to his owne finfull ſweetneſle ; ſo that, the turfet 
thereof, doth to waſt,and embezell th. ſpirit of ſuch an one, 
that he walkes up and down ſtaggering in the drunken plea- 
ſore of his uncleanneſle : he 1s quite a ſleepe as foxaunder 
the hatches ; It any of Gods Marriners ( MiviſtersI meane) 
c:y cut, Ariſe thou Adulterer, call upon God, and pray ,if poſ- 
ſi.ly this tempeſt of wu may bee prevented; Alas ! 
hee is as that fellow upon the top of the maſt, ready to 
topple ito the Sea, and yertneither awakes, nor feares any 
davgcr. 

Once I knew ( and {till there bee ſome alive, who will 
peare me Wwitnefle ) a moſt orious Adulterer , of ſeventy 
ycare old, who having long conſumed his ſtrength with har» 
tots, ( as he in the Proverbs ) walted himſclfe and all; at laſt 
being laid ina barne '( gooa enough for him ) for no man 
could endure the vermin and favour which came from his 
rotten body , was requeltcd thus, Porter ( fo was his fore» 
name) Callupon God : he replyed; with his ordinary oathes, 
Pox 
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Pox and woundes, isthis a time” to pray ? thus he ſoake xt 
death; All kis lite long,the ſeafon of Prater,and Reventing, 
was not come ? And now at his death, le, its gone | - As ac 
merrily ſayd of Marriage , either its not. yet time, or paſt 
time! Oh! its juſt with God to Fereave ſuch of all lilt to 
apprehend any found notion of their miſery ! they are hc! 
off, from capableneſle to mourne after Go1: and in a tollows- 
ing deceipt offin, even to death. I heard once an Oxford 4.3, 
man of worthy Memory in a Sermon relate of two ſtudents 
of eminent parts in tat Vmiverſity , who were ſunke in a 
brutiſh Cuſtome of Tobacco, and Sacke, and then , into a 
loathſome habice of uncleane Pleaſures, and in time , grew 
into fachaſlaviſh Impotency of ſpirit in thoſe waics; that 
when Neceſlity urged them toreturne to their Chambers , 
they could not there reſt, till they had pircht a new meeting, 
and ſo another ; tillin time they grew ſo enfeebled and pait 
all ſenſe of Sobriety , that with their pipes and Pots at their 
mouthes, they were faine to be had into their beddes, and fo 
miſerably died. Alas no wonder ! If drinke and riot alone 
candoit, how much more when luit is added tout, as a 
threefold cord not eafily broken ? Both ſtreames meeting in 
one.Channel,to overflow the bankes ? This is that Arrow of 
God ſhat through the ljyor of all ſuchuncleane ones;to be fo 
enthralled to theivJuſt , that all ſap of the ſpirit is dried up , > 
and a kingdome of uncleannes ſet up in their hearts and bo- 
dies,to carry them beyond all hope ofrepenting. Muſe of 
thisſeriouſly;, if thou wouldeſt roote up the love of luſt and 
kindle a.deadly fewd. with it,never to be razed out. , 

Teuching the outward Penalties, what ſhould I fay ?. Or Meditation of 
what can I adde to that I have already {aid of Gods judg- the temporall 
ments againſt this ſin? Looke to the former dotrine. Onely penalues of 
] addethis Exhorration, Suffer not thy {elfe (when thou reas *2*caun-Iie, 
deſt the judgments of God,againſt the Name,body,perſon of 
an yncleane wretch) to paſſe away without Meditation, till 
they have wrought thy heart ts a duc abhorring therof; yet, 
leſt I might ſeeme to mention this point for nothing, let 
me adde one outward Penalty to all the farmer , and that is, 

That even Repentance itſelfo is nor.ohle Wholly to waſh w 
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the ſtaine of this ſin, from the Committers of it. Such is the 
wounde that thoſe men giveto the Name of God;his religion 
and truth do ſuffer ſy deadly by their meanes, that God in 
juſtice ſuffers them to expiate it by an outlaſting infamy. 
This was Gods threat to David, Thou haſt made the Ene- 
mies of God to blaſphemeztherfore, lo, the ſword ſhall never 
depart from thy houſe , nor reproaCh from thy name. That 
ſame text which ſhall moſt eternize thee for a man accor- 
ding to Gods heart: ſhall againe crockethee , ſaying , Save 
in the matter of Bathſheba: Thats a back blow: yet jult, for he 
thought his ſecret conveyance would cover all, but he ſaw 
not this; That the thing he had done, diſpleaſed the-Lord : 
therfore he muſt feeleit-go his {mart ! His repenting God 
knew:but yet that muſt not ſerve to quit him ef a worke of 
ſorrow,as before I noted. He that comitteth folly with a wo- 
man , is deſtitute of underſtanding : his blot ſhall never goe 

out.Courts of men,abſolve ſuch from all aſperſions,but when 

they are white and fayre inthem , they are foule and blacke 
in Gods. No time,no concealment of witneſſes, no dwel- 
ling farre off,no oaths of purging,n» bribes maſt ever looke 

to Joe it , when as Repentance cannot do it. Who ſhould 
1magine a poſſibility of it,ſeeing what the natne of David, 
Lot Salomon, till this day, fuffer for zl As a blur in faire cam- 
brique, ſo is this alway caſt upon him as his ſhame.Ged doth 
not uſually npbrayde his people: But this he alway caſts him 
nteeth withall: yet this Caution adde by the way, It is not 
lawfull hereby,to condemne whom God hath juſtified : but 
to cover it rather for our parts : But for. caution to others, 
the Lord will rather make a Record of it, and hang i on 
the file, then it ſhale forgotten. And when we heare the 
uncharitable imputations of men, fret not at them , but ſay , 
God is in jt,” he will keep it on foot: he will checke the foule 
with it, and caufe the guilty therof to poſſeſſe the ſin of their 
youth, as /obdid. If God ſhall conceale the ſhameof any, 
guilty of this fin, let them prayſe him, and make an end of 
all in his privy Chamber of mercy and Repentance,that ſo his 
open judiciall proceeding m court may be ſtopped. Let 
this alſs adde fome weight of terror , and divorce thee from 
| this 
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this ſin:whip theflaves backe with this rod: But the ſon will 
be drawne by love.So much for this ſecond of Meditation. 

The third and laſt is,, to praftiſe ſomewhat. ' And this is 
the mayne of all other helpes, to rid us of this miſcheefe. Thiri Coun. 
And it conſiſts of ſundry particulars. Touching all which, th, P. cbr 
let tte Reader underſtand, that they properly concerne ' mw 
{ach as have teene actually defiled with uncleannefle in one 
kind or other. And theſe men,are either gwlty of their Crime, 
during their eſtate of ignorance and unregeneracy ; orelfe, 
fuch as have revolted from that grace , which they have 
(either ſoundly,orſeemingly) received. To both, 1 would ;,,...i, 
give ſome adviſe ; and firſt to the former. To that then , | Sis. 
which hath beene abundantly ſpoken of the Terrors of God 2.5014, 
againſt this ſin, let this only be added, That allthoſe men, r. 
whoſe hear:s God ſhall touch tor it, doelay them cloſe ro Svelr as are 
their hearts,that as that pearking preſumptuous eAſahel was = y of it 
met with and pierced in the fifth rib by Abners ſpeare;lo may py ; 
rcheſe wild creatures bezin their ventrous provoking of God. - 1-nang 
Sarelt ha giddy lightoes 1s in every uncleane heart : yea ont eg © 
the religious: they cannot be ſolid, when as they would, (they ble themſelves 
are ſo\drunken with this tin) except thelaw, or elſe that old for :r. 
Simeenipeakes of, which mult open and let ont the thoughts 
ot many hearts, do let out theſe wild and unbrideled affeRi- Luc. t, 
ons. And,as that A/abel,2.Sam.2.being once darted through, 
was tame enough , and ſtopt in his wantonnes ; ſo let thy 
foule be carneſt with God tg ſtep out of his ordinary way, 
to make an __—_— and (harpe hedge of Thornes,(which 
he doth but for few in this kind ) yea to fet an Angell 
before the doore of that harlot, ſhaking a ſword, that thou 
may®. no more venture to returne. This will not bee, 
till a fire bee thruſt into thy foule, to feele the intolerable 
wrathe of God, upon all Whoremongers ; which may ſo 
ſting thee, that, as a man ſcalt or burnt , hath ſmall joy or 
mirth , ſo the feeling of thy ſelfe in the ſuburbs of hell, may 
canſe thee to feele {malllilt or edge ,to thy former occupa- 
tion!Hell (my freind)is no paynced fire on the wall,(ſuch as 
thou ſeeſtin Alchouſes to make drunkards merry ) butis 
kindled withthe breath of God , who hath vowed to bee a 
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And not onely ſo , but ſtoop and quaile under this ter- 
ror of God ; wee fee, priſoners at the barre, doe not deſ- 
Cant or quatrell with the Iudge ; all their language is con- 
feſfion and {upplication ; for why ? They know the Iudge 
hath them at advantage, their lives ſtand at his curteſie. Do 
thou likewiſe. Will God judge Adulterers? Stoop then at his 
barre ; hee can fave or deſtroy. Other Tudges admit ap- 
peale, themſclyes may , and muſt be judged : their judge- 
ments may bee queſtioned, difannulled, they fit but up- 
on the breath and life of a man; Notſothe Lord : hee 
is Indge of the high Court, a Soveraigne, King, and 
ludge. It hee once paſle ſentence, no revocation , it 
toucheth the life of thy precious foule ! This ſhould af- 
fright alluncleane perſons! What ſuing and ſeeking is there, 
to the Tudges of ſpirituall Courts , if they threaten but the 
ſheet ? Oh ! but heres a. greater ludge, that can damne thee 
in he!l for ever ! No bribes prevaile here © he 15 like that c- 
nemy of Babell, who ſhould (&&rne all gifts, and bee above 
gold and filver. Submit therefore under his hand : confeſſe 
thy danmation is juſt : lie proſtrate upon the earth, with thy 
mouth in the duſt, and fay, oh thou the Soveraigne God of 
the Creatures, enemie of all uncleane wretches, if thou 
ſend mce te heil, I have nothing to alleadge , if I periſh, 
I may thanke my ſelfe , thon haſt power to deltroy ! Trem- 
ble at this Soveraignty, doe notquarrell, nor ſhift, with him, 
there is nothing to be pleaded fave meere favour, I canſay 
nothing, why the ſentence of death ſhould not be pronoun» 
ced agaioſt me. En 
, Secondly, ſeeing all repentance ſtands not in a prepara- 
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tive, go on, be exrneſt with-God, to give thee a glimpſe of 


Hope in the Lord lefus, who was made all finne, and this by 
name ( not onely for Pavia, but for the nature of man, and 
for thine ) and hath ſatisfied the wrath of this ludge, that he 
might ſay, deliver. him, 1 have accepted a ranfome. The law 
of Moſes knew no fuch attonement : (toning and ftrangling 
was the end of it. As tlic ludge telis fome t-lons, that the 
law hath no mercy for them : rheir finacs exceed it, fo here, 
But the Golpell affords more grace: retuſcth ro pacdon no 
fnne, no offence, which the {cule can be humbled for ; [ 
grant this will nut eakily enter fo debaucth't a ſpirit, to dream 
of a poſſibility of ſuch a grace ; lor, when that cor{cience 
which was ſo dceply bernummedyis once {tirred tothe bottom, 
it becomes as {cealible, as ever it was fenſelefle before ; and 
while conſcience holds under bondage, its no calie thing to 
fee ſuch an hope of grace by the Gofpdll. Buryet , in this 
thy amaſement, utter lofle and deſpaire inthy felfe, thou mu't 
wait upon God, who can ſuitaine thy bottomleſlc 1pirir, 
from linking altogether ; till in due time, he open a crevis of 
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to turne thine cie towards ſome likehhood of tinding mercy, 
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inthe way of promiſe ; follow this worke hard. It belongs Jercm. 3. 2.3, 


to the hopelclc : not to fach asturne this hope to a fnare. 

Beg of the Lord to turne a terrihed heart,into a melting one: 

that it is, which muſt mould an uncleanc foule, to a cleane, 

and chaſt one : no hammer can doe this : mercy maſt dif- 

{olve it in the fornace of grace. Lin not, till thou feele that 

beart, which hath beene drencht in the ſweetneſle of luſt , 
to'bee ſteept in bitterneſſe, over headand cares, for thy 
wounding the Lord of life,and his Virgin-pure fleſh,todeath, 
by thy uncleannefle. Looke not upon other finners : thy 
ſelfe wert murderer ſuthcient of his ſacred perſon : thou 
foughteſt todeſtroy his Godhead as well as his fleſh, if it had 
beene inthe power of thy ſinne | though there had been no 
ether finner in the world , thou hadſt beene enough. And 
fhouldſt thou not care ( tor thy baſe luſt ſake) to kill not a 
man onely, an innocent 744, but the perſon ofthe Sonne of 
God? If this meltingeſpiric be wrought in thee by the ſpirit of 
Bbb 3 grace 
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grace,thou ſhalt behold him, 'as pierced willingly and of his 
owne accord for thee ; who didſt as little deſerve it as {nudes 
the Traytor, but yet, ſeeing thou haſt a melting heart, which 
he wanted, and canſt with Peter, weepe bitterly , its a ligne 
that the curſe ſhall turne to a bleſſing ; yea thou ſhalt ſee 
God ſo ordering the matter for thee, and Chriſt ſo giving up 
his ſoule to the ſpeares point of wrath for thee,that thine eje 
ſhall behold another ſight,that is an enwravped hope of for- 
giveneſle in this ſatisfaction of his : and of life in his Reſur- 
reRion : {o that now thine horror ſhall turne to hope. And 
know it, only this glimpſe of Sun-ſhine in thy dungcon of 
feare, can diſſolve thy hard heart, and prepare thee for 
ardon. 

Thirdly , let this hope, rip up all the ſeames of thine un- 
cleane heart ; and all that filth which lay hid in the encralls 
thereof, never like to have Come to light, had not God re- 
vealed it, and uncaſed thee. Let, I fay, this ſeed of hope dif- 
cover that, which an habituall love of thy ſinne would have 
ſmothered for ever. For, this opening and ingenuous con- 
feſfing of thy ſinne, will make way for further mercy. Its 
none ofthy worke, but the ſpirit of grace, that makes way 
for it. Now a franke heart is put into thee, to be as open, 
as ever thou wert cloſe before, yea and to take as much 
paines with thy ſelfe, how thou maiſt give glory to God, 1n 
a full confeſſion, and turning up that curled poake of falſ- 
hood. from the bottome , pouring out all thy finne, as ever 
thou tookeſt care before to ſweare thine heart to an helliſh 
ſecrecy. Its with thee, as with a woman who hath many old 
peeces of gold and jewells lying by her, which ſhe is loth to 
torgoe, although ſhee might rhereby make a ſumme for the 
purchaſe of faire houſe and land, yet perhaps ratherthen 


| quite forgoe the purchaſe, ſhe will fetch them all; and poure 


them downe upon the tab. So, when hope of mercy offers 
 ſelfe, oh the pearle thereof ( exceeding all petty ſhreds ) 
wil make thee freely disburden thy ſoulc of whatſoever loads 
it ,'thy moft beloved lufts : (I ſpeake not now of abando- 
ning the habits of them, thats mortification following af- 
ter; butoft the cleere intention and meaning of thy heart 
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to abandon without any baſe hollowneſle. ) Oh ! thou de- 
fireſt now to ſpare God a labour of proclaiming thy fin be« 
fore men and Angells ! and, it it were meet ( as it 1s, where 
Gods ordinance may prevaile ) thou wouldeſt chuſe that 
lace rathereſt to ſhame thy ſelfe in, where the ſolemne pre- 
ence of God, his Angels and Church are gathered together. 
Still I ſpeake with caution, if thy finne have broken out 
publiquely : but if thou halt hept it ſecret,thou art not tied to 
make thy ſelf publique: nor to take witneſſe,exceptthy hard 
' heart require it, to confeſſe to ot!:ers, for the breaking there» 
of; the reaſon 1s, becauſe the way of Church-correRion for 
open fins, is one, and the Evangelicall correftion of the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt in private is another. But uſually theſe finnes are 
open: and therefore openly to beproclaimed in confeſſion, 
as in the comnitting : If mercy have toucht thee at the heart 
never fo little , it will worke in thee, as Gods voice in the 
Whale , when ſhe vomited up fon, upon the drie ground, 
thou ſhalt no more take care what become of thy luſt, ſo thou 
maiſt be rid of it : nor who ſhame thee, ſo thou be thamed , 
and finne have her dne ! Thou takeſt more care, how 
God may be honoured, inthe abhorring of thy rebellion : 
howothers may de flaired from the like z how thine owne 
eartmay be melted upon melting : not,how thou may maiſt 
cape in an-wholeskinne, and lie hardened in thy ftie of un- 
cleanneſſe 1 No, rather ſhalllitter and whelpes , and all, be 
raked together, and caſt to the dunghill. I rell thee of a ſol- 
lemne.rhing ; rarely feene ; yet1 will not fay, I have not 
feene ſuch a confelling fpirit : Ephraies had it , when ſhee 
ſmote upon her thie, the Publicant, the Prodgall, the Theefe 
on the Croflſe : and here and there (as a berry left upon 
the buſh ) I have ſcene (ach asunfained Pentent, but, when 
I did fo, I never pleaſed my felfe , with any obje& like it, I 
was almoſt raviſhe with it! and tooke it as areall marke of the 
Lords pardoning of it , in heaven, which was fo perfortned 

on earth. 
And good caufe, for, what ſhouldft thon care to nonriſh 
that in ky felfe, which thou d yy ary? for ever to be divor- 
Lord ( fay thou ) comes the 
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Azravation o moſt tainted Adulterer that ever lived ! Theſe were my firſt 
fire necdf«li allarements te lilthinefle , ſuch and ſuch, companies}, I 


haunted, ſuch baices for my laſt I maintaured , fo many baſe 
harlots, married, or fiagle,[ clave unto 1 Such were the pla» 
ces I frequented, the tilthic Sonnets I ſang , tae muſique , 
dauncings,revcllings, and wantonnefle I was defiled withall! 
yea, ſuch and ſuch were the colors whereupon I hardned 
my heart in ſinne, ſuch fecs, ſuch bribes, ſuch peruries, ſuch 
friends in Courts and Proctors I corrupted with mony : and 
in this confuſion I had lien for ever , had not mercy caſt an 
cie upon me ! Noday , no Sabbath, or ſeaſon of worſhip 
came amiſle : nolight of conſcience could beare downe iny 
ſinne; no ſhame of world , no paience of thine, long win- 
king at me , no =_ education, no hope of my friends, no 
terror by thy judgments could diflwade, I fianed againſt all, 
Here therefore, I uncaſe my ſelfe oh Lord ! Againſt thee, 
thee Lord , have I donethis villany , injc (elfe morall, in me 
{ptituall, and in an high degree ! I was ever tainted, even 
trom the womb, and this my linne , is but one of a thouſand, 
which the forge of my heart hath ſent forth : If for, this thou 
had{t drown'd me in perdition, even in the at, byry:ng mee 
up inthe bed of my luſt , thou hadft beene juſt ; yea thy de» 
ſerting of my ſpirit, cutting of my daics, and ſeoding me.inta 
the hotselt place of hell, had -becne lictle enough tor me. 1 
Buc oh ! if thou ſhalt waſh this ſpot away , and cleanſe me 
with kyſſop, I ſhall be whiter then the ſnow ; what Lamy is 
not the thing, contuſion belongs to me for it, itSall I can 
lead ; But there 1s, mercy with thee, ;that thoþ mailt bee 
Faced ; and ſome little hope hath opened my heart, to.con« 
fcſle my fſinne , as, rather relying upon ; be word , then 
upon my owne feares, that thou. wilt ,deale rigorouſly, 
and, of mine owne mouth ( as thou moughtſt) condemne 
mee ! | Ws 129." 7M 07 
Fourthly, thou muſt not thus walke anely -with thy Pee 
nance faget apon thy ſhoulders, and the ſheet of th frame 
upon thy backzas one ſhut out,and excommunicatedfromthe 
Aflemblics, upon whoſe face thy father hath (pit :. But thou 
muſt ſet before thine eyes a double promiſe; Onettus, That, 
1 
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if the Lord ſhall once accept thee, all chy former (ins: (hall 
never bee ſoimputed,as to caſt thee off: Looke that place in 
eremy , full of Comfort , If an harlot be divorced from her 
husband,ſhall he returne to her any more? No ſurcly. But loe, 
thou Adalterer, thou harlot,you have defiled the Bud which 
made Honorable;yet,I will deale bett r with you;returne, 
and I-will accept you, fayth the Lord ! And what upon tha ? 
Surely it ſhalbee with thee in my accompt, as if thou hadit 
never ſinned. The Lord will open to ſuch,a tountaine for fin 
and uncleannes ; This may ſeeme as a cable to the eye of a 
Needle! ſuch mercie for ſo graceleſſe a wretch ! yes, bee en- 
coutaged : forthe Lord lookes not at the greatncile of the 
ſin, (if thy Traytors heart diſtruſt him not;) but at the expreſ- 
fion of his owne grace, and getting himſelfe a name, in par- 
doning it ; that , where fin hath abounded , grace might a« 
bound much more. A dog will catchat this mo1ſell,and poiſon 
himſclfe, for he will fin,to try a concluſion : But this mult not 
eaſt off a poore penitent ſoule, who hath ſinned alreadie,and 
beene carried by the ſtreame of his Senſuality. Neither muſt 
an hypocrite be bolſtred:nor yet the grace otGod to his own 
fruſtrate. And ſecondly,conſider, What thou haſt beene , the 
Lord lookes ngt at;he beholdes thee in his Son,as waſhed,& 
purified, therfore wilbce honored, even by theſe members, 
which have moſt ſerved the luſts of thy uncleannes. The 
Lord delights to ſee it ſo, if once the property bee altred. 
Witnefle Mary —_— (ſo highly honored by Chriſt, to 
bee the firſt witneſle of his Reſurrezon,)and fo enrolled in 
the book of God,that whereſoever the Goſpell thould come, 
her Name ſhould be honorable. How did our Lord Iefus ad- 
mit her te come to his body, and with thoſe eyes, handes, 
wherewtith ſhee had beheld,embraced,thoſe trefles and fore- 
locks which had allured ſo many uncleane lovers, yet he 
was content to be waſhed , annointed, and wiped | what 
exceeding love is this, thusto reſtore an Adulterer to his 
bleed , andto entertayne him, to that dignity and ſervice, 
which he had forfeited ? Try thine owne heart,in this Caſe; 
no ather Medicine fave this made of the blood of Chriſt,can 
fatisfy for thy fin, nor waſh off the guilt and ſtayne of it! 
| | Ccc Beleevc 
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Beleeve this promiſe, apply this blood , and this wilbee a 
true ſeed of abhorring it for ever. Fayth will ggrry thee to 
the Croſſe of the Lord Ieſus, tell thee thus, I have feene hiny 
bleed and breath out his laſt conflit with wrath , andover- 
come it, for the full expiation of thy uncleannes : if it could 
have overcome him,thou hadſt lolt the day, for ever:but ſee- 
ing he got the viRtorie, thy ſin ſhall not damane thee,fo long 
as he prevailed againſt death and hell for thee. Chriſt onely, 
can make a divorce between thee, and thy fin, Till he ſhed 
his pretious blood in the defiance of fin, the foule and fin 
could never be made Enemies.Onely death,which ſeparated 
his ſoule and body aſunder can divide them. If then thou 
ſeekeſt no other morrall Chifts, nor carnall Popiſh waies of 
abhorring this ſin, (at leaſt doſt reſt in no other ). all is well. 
Thou takeſt a fare courſe to part with it for ever | Come 
in therfore,and claſpe to this pardon , offred thee in the pro- 
miſe, ſue it out, and apply it to thy foule. Perhaps thy baſe 
heart will chufe ratherto loſc it then to take it Gods way: 
But conſider , fince God willnet ftoope to thy way , and 
there is but one way to come to him , bee 1t never ſounwel- 
come, ſtoope to that way, and come in. Any way of thine 
own dawbing with untempered mortar,will pleaſe thy fleſh 
better then this. But,ſceing,in them thou mult periſhby this 
thou maiſt bee ſaved, to ute E/a#'s wordes , in the promiſes 
there is continuance ; in the other, ons vanity : cleave to 
this,and know,this onely can fatisfy God,and —_ thy le- 
persskin,therfore venture upen this. If theu canſt poſſibly 

eriſh in beleeving this,periſh: yet know, much more ſure 1t 
15,thou muſt periſh, except thou beleeve. If thou (like thoſe 
naſty lepers) fit ſtill in the city , die thou muſt, no ſhift of it; 
here thou mayſt live; value thy life at no greaterrate, then 
the life of a deſperate man is worth: itcl{where there 
were hope, thou mightſt ſhrug at it : But , worſe then thou 
art thou canſt not bee ! if thou finde mere favour, then thou 
deſerveſt, count it for a vantage. But howlſoever , do not 
preferre affured death, before hope of recovery : nor loſe 
x for venturing. 
Fiftly , reſt not here neither , but, if more mercy be 
| thewed 
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ſhewed thee , thenthou lookedlt for , ( for God is beſt to a Sec cur the Je. 
ſinner, when ke is paſt pleading) then, letthis perſwade !troting power 
thee to follow him, for further Grace. I meane , when the *f fn from 
goecat thy Conſcience is gone, ſue to him ſor Repentance; heiſt, 
the mortifying and ſubduing the rage, power , defiling 
and (naring ; pro erty of thy ſin : And begin with the roote, 
kill there , begin not with Adoni-bezck, at the fi ngers 
endes : Chriſt {tabbes the old man at heart firſt : As him- 
ſclfe told the Phariſce , nothing, which comes from with» 
out can defile the man : But that which defiles the man, 
comes from within. From the heart proceed , as ether ſins , 
ſo uncleannes, and all the fruits : Therefore, either purge 
the roote firſt , or elſe let all alone. Thou ſhalt fynde this , a 
new worke? Yet that faith, which hath waſht thy Conſci- 
ence and inner man from guilt and feare , and hell : Can 
Purge thee a ſecond way , from all ſlavery to thy luſt. Mercy 
will a& the part of a Prieft, it will both ſet an eternall 
oddes, betweene thee and thy lult : And it will mortify thy 
Concupiſcence dayly , till it be quite dead. It will trvely ſet 
thee on mourning ; Truely wotke thee to an hearty indig- 
nation againſt thy ſelfe.It will teath thee the art of finne de- 
teſting ; which no wit of man, ne $kill of hypocrites can 
teach thee. It will intercept all thy fuccours of luſt ,thy pro- ' 
viſion to fulfill thy luRes : When the Court is pulled downe 
whoneedes to feare ſuircs in it ? It will cauſe thee, ( not, 
morally, but from a Principle of grace)to ſhunne all meanes 
motives,provocations, and ſnares of uncleannes, which the 
Devill ſhall ſtraw in thy way | That ſo,the oile being gone, 
the flames may vauiſh.It ſhall change thy uncleane thoughts, 
affeRions,cyc>,ea: cs, into cleane and pure ones. If thy harlot 
meet thee , and ſay,It is I : thou ſhalt anſwer , but I am nov 
1,not my ſelfe. Another is become that 1n mee which my 
curſed {clfe was wont to bee. 
The figne is pulld downe, the Alchoufe islet to a man 
of trade, no more harlo:s nor adulterers come there ; 
new Lords, ncw Lawes, all old things are done away, 
behold all things ,, are become new. I am redeemed 
with a price , not to be mine owne : if my Lord and 
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6. 
Return to the 
Lord,in ch2- 
ttiry for ever. 


Maſter will endure luſt, if any accord betweene Chrifts body 
and an harlot aske him leave, and I obey : elfe, I am not my 
owne. Oh! this Grace, ſhall bring thy luſt to the horns of 
the Altar, binde it thereto with cords , Cut the throate of it, 
with the ſacrificing knife of the Prieſt. Thy Prieſt will teach 
thee todo that othce very handſomely , to ler out the ranke 
blood of thy luſt , and the ſtrength and ſway which it bare 
in thee;yea , it (hill drag thine ungleane keart ro Golgotha, 
and naile it to the croſle of thy Prieſt , wittrthe ſame nailes 
which nailed the body of Chriſt. It is happier to find out 
thoſe Implements, Cro le,blood,nayles, tombe,and all, then 
ever Helen was, or any Popith relique-monger : and to 
make uſe of them too, to better end then at this daie that Po- 
piſh Covent of Friats do, who hav? hired thoſe places of the 
Turke,built Temples, Altais, and (ilver floopes in honor of the 
Paſſion. It ſhall cry in thy ſoule,Oh luſt, I wilbee thy death ! 
oh Concupiſcence, I wilbe thy deltrution ! The ſting of 
fin is death,and the ſtrength of luſt,is the law: But,thanks be 
toGod inlcfus Chriſt, who hath condemned fin in the fleſh,& 
mortified it by the fl: ſh of his holy body! hat neither guilt nor 
dominion might prevaile,Purſue the vitory,the Lord is with 
thee thou valiant man, and in this thy ſtrengrh, fight and lin 
not while through thy Captaine,both fin,and luſte die in thee. 
Sixthly returne to the Lord , with full bent of ſoule to re- 
nounce all cleaving to the fleſh,and to cleave to him, without 
ſeperation. That grace which hath killed luſt, will quicken 
the life of pureneſic 1n thy ſoule;it will indeed make thee a 
t ue Pentient , not only to renounce uncleanes, but to em» 
brace a Chaſte {pirit, and live aChaſte life;to returne toGod 
in a.contrary praRicec ef unblameableneſle , all thy daies : ſo 
farre as weaknefle will permit ; As hetooke off from thy 
jawes the yoke of ſervitude: fo he ſhall make his owne 
Joake eaſie , and his burdenlight. He ſhalbee as one that 
layeth meate beforethee ! thou ſhalt beſo preſerved by the 
{weetnes of grace,that all the ſweetneſſe of luit, of adultery, 
of laſciv1 wy ſhall ſtinke before thee 1 ſo that they ſhall 
never have hope.to recover thee into their poſſeſſion any 
more. And what then remayneth? but when laſt knowes 
: not ' 
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not what to doe with thee ;. then thine care be bored with 
Gods awle, that ſo thou'maiſt bee his ſervant, and walke 1n 
pureneſle and hohines , all thy daics ! The Lord blefle this 
maine Direion, with all other unto thee, and rememba, 
none- but Chritt can heale this ſore. And 6 much for the 
former branch of Counſell,to them, who are oncly guilty of 
the (1h. T paſſe laſtly to the other, who have 1cvolted from 
this Grace once obteyned. 

Laſtly therefore , 1f thy uncleannes be yet of a deeper die, The ſecond 
as becing a revolc from the Grace of God , and th2 vow of 2*9*rall 1a 
thy ſ{pirituall baptiſme,once made; then know , the Core is nay 
ſomewhat different from the former; Here then Remember j,,ye hed 
that the {ed os Ged in his, dyethnot : Therefore , it once to» +gume. 
God hath awakned thee our of this thy relapſe,ind the dead 1 Comnſel, 
fleep of ſecurity under 1t, which it he love theeghe will do by W-« tuch are 
fome three {tring'd whip or other which hee ſhall make for © 4% 
thee,(as once he did for thoſe defilers of-his Temple)by ſome 
croſle or Rirring terrors of the word in thy-ſoule ; thentake 
Davids courſe. Beleech the Lord firſt that the deſpaire 
and extreame horror which an 1l] conſcience (ſicke of a 
relapſe )might worke in thee,through unbeleete added to it, 
may gratiouſly-bee kept off: and fo, thine heart may be [tayd 
from utter departing from the living God,upon feare that he 
1s wholly departed from thee. | 

Secondly, remember, that the covenant of God, cannot 2 Counſel, 
be repealed : it Comprehends thee , when thou canl} not it. 

Therefore apply thoſe mercics of old, and be comforted. 

Thirdly, take heed, leſt Satan confound and oppreſſe th 2 Counſel, 
ſpirit by the conſcience of thy baſe revolting,finning axainl : 
{auch mercies, and ſnarling thy foule with ſo many ſucceſſive 
evills as thou haſt heaped upon one another, without an heart 
to get out. For its an caſice thing to loſe a mans'ſpirit and 
felte inthe divells maze. 

Fourthly, wirha penitent heart for thy trechery, that thou 4 Conn/eT. 
Mouldeſt kick up thy heele againſt former mercies and cove- 
nants ; behold that promife, of which I formerly ſpake, and 
apply it unto thy ſoule, as thou art able,knowing that (what- 
loever Satan hath to gainſay )-che Lord Tefus was made all 
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finpe, both of rcbeltion againſt , and alſo revolt from God , 
that chou- mightſt be his righteouſnefle, and recover it, ha- 
Ving loſt it. 

Fifthly, let the atfliion of thy ſoule, ſo deeply ceaſe up- 
on thee, till ( through mercy ) it have ſoaked into thee,and 
pierced thee as deepe as thy ſinne hath peirced God: as the 
tent muſt go as deepe as the fore is feſtered , and fetch out 
the bottome ſcurfe : content not thy ſelfe with ſuck an 
humbling, as thy light heart would admit : For this is one 
attendant of this finne, to be light and wanton, and not to 
bee able to bee ſerious. Therefore , ſet thine heart to it, 
mocke not God : make not the remedy worſe then the dif- 
eaſe, that thou ſhouldeſt even be fetche in againe by Satans 
clawes, ere thy repentance is finiſhed , which were to 
unſettle the work of God in thee, and worke thy heart to 
a deſpaite of recovery. It hath becnethe portion of many 
uncleane ones.,, never to get a ſerious ſpirit. If therefore 
thine heart be once downe, hold it, as if thou ſhouldſt keepe 
corke under water, and truſt it not : pray thus, withdraw 
from me all obje&s ds teach me thy law grati- 
ouſly ! Arraigne, accnfe; —— ſelfe,judge thy ſelfe, 
leſt God judge thee : and till God raiſe thee, be content to 
lye low , beare the indignation of the Lord , becauſe thou 
haſt ſinned: and be glad, if any ſuch veine of wrath may 
bee let into thy ſoule, as may truly ſubdue thee under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may raiſe thee up. Thinke not 
the time long, take leaſure ; an heart long defiled, a veſ- 
ſell once fultic , vill hardly change her biew , nor bee 
{weetned. | 

Sixthly, let faith alway come betweene thy ſinning and 
thy repenting : ſoder not up a repentance of thine owne: 
1:s.badin any finne, but deadly in this : ſuchſudden leapings 
out of 0n.: contrary to another , may admit as.caſie a relapſe 
From this to the former.Andſo thou maiſt make thy fall,ta be- 
come a falling fickncſle, if the power of pardon and purging 
come betweene thy fin and thy redreſſe,then is the cure from 
Cod, and trom Chriſt the ſure Phyſitign, whoſc-healings are 
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come between thy finne and thy ſpirit, looſening the ſweet- 
nefſe and the &filement thereof from thee, or elſe it will re- 
turne. Morall plaiſters may hold, while the ſoule is in feare: 
But when ſenſuality returnes , ſhe breakes all ſuch cords in 
ſander. 
Seventhly , when God hath healed thee, goe thy waies : 7 Connſell, 
and thinke thou meeteſt with him, that ſaid, Sinne no more, 
leſt a worſe thing happen to thee,even an impenitent ſpirit : Jcha, 
Let the experience of thy revolt, bind thee ro a double care 
and feare of time to come : as that inceftuous Corinthian, , ©,;,,, 
a kindly Convert ( and as fitan objec as any, to bee ſet 
beforea relapſing Adulterers eye ) approved his repentarſce, 
ſodo thou thine | How rare a light were it in theſe daies to 
ſee fuach anone, ſo ſwallowed ap with forrow,. that the 
Church had need to comfort him, 11 all the haſte,tor feare of 
deſpairing? Oh 1 mourne for the waſting of the ſpirit of 
grace, by an uacleane fpirit of thine owne } count thy ſelte 
cut off, moane thy condition in the eares of Ged,and befeech 
him to ſet thee ſo in joint againe, that thine heart may vee 
ſtronger then ever,to reſiſt : thinke thy ſelte unworthy to be 
reſtored to the Communion of Saints : be as an excommus 
nicate in thine owne eies: as thoſe offenders in the ancient 
times, who wete hardly and by degrees admitted to the 
Aſembly : Then the judgements of the Miniſters, were 
ſo harſh,as if ſuch might not be admitted; (as (yprias and o- 
thers erroniouſly thought ) but to be ſure,they were admit- 
ted with great difficulty , for feare of ſecond relapſes. But 
now our diſcipline isin a contrary extreame : be thoua law 
to thy {elfe. Fo 
Eiahely, if thy revolt have been open and publique, let thy S Counſel. 

repentance be ſo : Thinke not, chat remarkeable offences 
will be huddled up in the Court of heaven, witkoat open re- 
pentance, and more then ordinary humiliation. Molt mens 

kiſters are too narrow for their ſores. But if wee ob- 

rve Gods penitents , you ſhall ſee that their revolts were 
never fo famous, as therr mapagengs have beene eminent. 
Thou haſt ſinned with David : repent alſo with him,and let 
the Church bee well fatisficd ,lhe hath not loſt a member. 

| - | Ninthly , 
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"-./cl, --Minthly ; becontent to bearethe reproachvf thy fin; fot 
9 Conn —_ » uponthy back ; yearocarfy jean m 
grcat letters upon the forehead, it God think meeteto exer- 
ciſe thee in-that.kind. Not thou, but hee, miſt judge of the 
treadrh of thine offence. Its to keepe downe thine heart, 
which would ever be pearking up, and floating alotr,” and 
running to the like excefle. Better, have thy fagotalway 
upon thy vacke, 
10.Counſel, Tentbly, returne to ſo muck > more cloſe and narrow 
walking withGod, watching tg chaſt and incffenſive come 
not only againſt open evills , but-evenſecrerſufpicions ; and 
learne to ſandtifythe marriage bed agaivſt ſuch torraine pro- 
vocations. But,ifany deſire to reade more of this Argument, 
I referre him tomy Treatiſe of the Sacraments , part 2. and 
the Chapter of. Sacramentall Repentance. So much here 
way uthce. ] | 
Fitthly,if God himfelfe,be ſo ſevere a witneſſe and Tudge 
of Adulterezs,thundring out ſuch threats againſt them ; ler it 
Caveat. hae, caveatto all Magiltrates , and Governors , both Civill - 
an nr ng '® and Eccleſiaſticall, who take upon them the cenſures of fuch 
—_ belongs Delinquents , to looke te themſelves: you are inthe place of 
mult locke Gods Othcers,you ſhould execnte the authority of God: Doe 
firietly ro the jn theſe caſes,as the great Judge would do:Tf he fate in judge- 
Cenſure ot ment,he would vercty this threat here in myText.Perhaps its 
God. not in your power , to do as ke would do, if he fate in Come 
miflion againſt Whooremongers ; But yet, as farre as lies in 
your power, ſhew7our ſelves ſwift witneſſes, againſt this 
crew,which dottynow fo ſwarme in Cities, great townes, 
and generally every. where, and among allſorts, that they 
wil make the land rue 1t,& ſpew out her inhabitants,as once 
Canai did hers.Confider what a vengeance this one fin(net 
to ſpeak of others,beth ſpirituall & morall)might juſtly bring 
upon this our land, which -groancth under it as mucH-as ever 
Jſracl and Juda did, to which God doth threaten ſach ternible 
pla gues by Eſay, leremsy,and other Prophets, for their fulries of 
ead,the ſins of Sodo,g their neighinglike horſes aftertheir 
ncjghbors wiyes, or elle after vtherharlots, which perhaps 
n England is the mere frequent-/Suffer not vile Athulteters: 
(making 
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(making open profeſſion of it)to live with their Harlots and 
Baſtards,under their noſes, nay in the beddes of their wives, 
expelling them, and harbouring the other in their baſomes; 
with deſpite. Do not through bribes, and flattery, or an ill 
Conſcience (privy to the like evills) through floth and caſe, 
or love of fin,leeke pretences, to ſhift your handes of cenſu- 
ring ſuch,and fo cennive at them! Burt by what meanes poſ- 
fibly you can, vindicate the honor of God , afloyle the land 
of the juſt plagues which ſheeis liableunto, for hatching 
ſuch vipers in her Boſome. Bee vicegerents of God 1 will 
you not judge them? Yes judge theſe ſinners, I ſay not ſtone 
them (for its beyond your power, and the long impunity of 
this ſin,hath hardned the hearts of menin their Impudence, ) 
but ſend them to the Carte,to the houſe of CorreQion, to the 
ſheet and ſhame of their uncleannes ; to excommunication 
from the Sacraments,and the fellowſhip of Chriftians.Poſte 
not off theſe men from one Magiſtrate to the other, as if nei- 
ther were willing to brand them with ſhame, they have ſin- 
ned both againſt Church and commonwealth, let them pay 
for both. But in no wiſe harden them by alaying, releaſing, 
exchanging of Cenſares. If you diſcharge thoſe, whom God 
holdes guilty,turning ſuch heynous fins, tomeer Pageants, 
huddling up that which the Lord would have proclaymed 
on the tops of houſes, know it, your lives ſhall go for theirs: 
God willcall you over himſelfe, and when he puniſheth A- 
dulterers themſclves,he will judge you, for not executing his 
Judgement upon them : which have prevented it, and ſpared 
thear ſouls . 

Laſtly, let this Point be alſo Encouragement and Conſo- 
lation,to all ſuch as are pure in heart and bodie: without ſhall 
bee Dogs,and Swine, ſ{enſuall Epicures, uncleane perſons : 
within ſhalbee all cleane and Chaſt ones. And this conclu« 
Gon,l cannet omit,as having before grounded it in the text. 
Marriageis Honorable, and the bed undekled, and God 
will blefſe all that ſo preſerve it: But whoredome and Adul- 
tery are odious and baſe in Gods eſteeme,and hee will Judge 
all ſuch as pollute themſelves thereby : you ſee that the 
Parallel of the two members of the Text doth neceſſarily 
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import it, Bleſſed art thou that t6ereſt the Lord ithis par- 
ticular: Thy witc ſhilbe as the viae abour thine houſe : Thy 
Children'as olive* plants about thy Table+-The' Lord thail 
bleſſe thy Stock and ſtore, thy goings our, and comming 1N': 
thou ſhalt eate of the fruice of thy labours, and ſee the tra- 
vaile of thine hands: with peace and proſperity to //rael. As 
all the plagaes of the uncleane ſhall purſues the former : fo, 
ſhall all the blefiages of the cleane, follow thee. Thy body 
ſhalbe cleane,thy health continued,thy poſterity ſhalte pure' 
and be free from pollution , as an holy fced : thy eftate thall 
proſper:thy Naine ſhalb< ſavory,and asan Oyntment powrd 
out : Thy ſclfc thau fee God,for ſo ſhall all pure in heart do: 
and the Lord ſhall bring thee forth wich honor one day with 
chaſt 7o/cph, whom God re.caſed from all falfe aſperſions; loe 
here are they that have waſhed their garments in the blood 
of the Lambe, walk undeftiled, have not roucht any uncleane 
thing, therfore I will de a facher unto them, and they ſhalbe 
Sons and Daughters of the Lord Almighty : yea thy ftoule 
garments (halbe all taken fromthee, andthe cleane linnea 
of the Saints (halbe pur upon thee, and thou ſhalt walk with 
Chrift in white , for he hathc unted thee worthy ! Onely, 
preſerve thy ſoule in ſu:able purity with thy Body:keep both 
in holines and honor: and thou ſhalt inherit all the promiſes 
of God,made to ſuch. 

The Papiſts do not ſo much magnify their veſtall virgins, 
becaulc they are not defiled with me;i(thovgh mary of them 
are ) as the Lord ſhall honor thee before men and Angells, 
aS his chaſt and undefiled ſpouſe, and fet a Crowne of gloric 
upon thine head. Thy marriage ſhall not prejadice nor 
ſtajn this virginity,fear it not, ſuch as have abuſed this hono- 
rable eltate,calling it a life of the flieſhyihall no: come where 
thou haſt to do,to 1nterrupt,to difturbe thy happines. Enjoy 
this thy Comfort here : Sepcrate thy ſclte from all unclean- 
nes of body and ſpirit ; yea hate the Garment ſported with 
the fleſh. Seperatethe pretious from the vile, and thou ſhalt 
be honorable | Oh ye Miniſters of che Lord chat carrie his 
veſſels in your bandes, and draw neer ts him, bee ye cleane, 
and handle not his matters with unclean handes : defile not 
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bis Bible,his Cuuch,* acraments, Ordinanees with polluted 
handes,bodies: «nd the Lord ſhallfay ro you as to his Pro- jer, xg, 19, 
phcc, you ſhalbe precious | Finaly , to conclude, All ye his *© 
people, who have got out of this depthe of uicleanaeſſc,be 

truly thankfull ro God, never ceaſe to magnifie tum, for ſa 
narrow « {cape,and 1o great a Deliverance;its a thouſand to 

one, that ever you got out of this pit; do not try concluſions, 

put ir not to che venture, by ſinning againe, whether God 

will pluc':e you out the ſecond time. It you will cry, know, 

that if ever at all, yougetto heaven, you ſhall find it an 

harde worke. Play noi the Mountebankcs,to thruſt your fleſh 
through,cecauſ. you have balme at command to thruſt after 

t:you may perhaps mifle of it when you would have 1t: and 

if Gcd fav. you, it ihalbe as through fire: theugh God can- 
nutrepent,it ever you were his,yet he ſhall make every veine 

in your hearts to ake , ere you come to feel it:and that King- 

dome of God, which clſe might have affoardedlarge entrance 

unto you ſhall now become a narrowe paſlage : If you love 

your ſoules, bringnot ſuch a needlefle ſorrow upon your 

ſclves : Its enough,too much,thatyou {pent ſo much of your 

former daies,in the vanity of the ficſh, & the ſervice of your 
luſts:{pendther in holy awe,apd godly fear ! Say with Heze- 

kia and David, The living thall prayſe, thee, the dead will 

not; can not. But I willfacrificeto the Lord, with the voice Jonah z, 8.9; 
of thanksgiving. Salvation is of the Lord. To him, Father, 

Son, and Spirit, Vnity i:z Trinity, and Trinity in Vaity , be 

all honor and prayſc for ever ! Amen. 
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A. 
He Analyſe of the Text. Pag. z, 
'F Admonition to prevent the diſhonauy of Mariage. 14. 


Admonition ts the religions party Maried to the irreligions, 37- 
Adwice of the moſt jndrcions friends requiſite for marriage. 54, 
60 


Aptneſſe and ſutableneſſe required in marriage, 


Acceptions againſt the generall rule, 62.6 J. 
Who are Apt or wnapr. 62. ibid. 
Aanmoniton againſt overweening our owne ftrejigth i" unapt War - 

rage. 65. 
Aﬀeiters of unequal{ marriages, to learne to be wiſer, 69. 


Admonition to all parties to beware of their marriage promſes.102. 

Admonition againſt dsſcord in marriage; Sundry Caveats. 1. Be 
not confident of y9ur owne ſtrenoth, 2. Pray for this Grace of 
Aminbletreſſe, 3. Pur on the Lord feſhz Chriſt his meckyes, 
4. Renonnee vt God to uſe Carnal hiſts. 5, Each parts hee 
the ſevernil bynnils of they plure. 6. Be prepared before for he 


hardeſt. 194-2195+ 196. 197. 198. 199. 200. 
Inflru(tions ts forward Profeſſors to beware of the ſinne of Advl- 
ter). 52s 
Atwinitien 10 ſur pg orien wiartert of God, taxed. . 84. 
Atmonition to the wife againſt the evill of priding her ſelfe in her 
dligence and honſwitery. = 295. 
Attire of women [ubjett ro their Hurbands direfion. 275- 


Athrtrer ya gheat finue; Obje tions againſt it anſwered. 329. 
Gat will have all uncleannes laid opert tl Bit eolours 2s ddions.330. 
Reafowrof the point. 333. 1: VilCleatſſe it « very nevre an 
. wnaturall affeftion. 2. Men are very prone to blanch it over, 3. 
T his ſonne m— Agent. 4 Adultery 
6 Dad } o 
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is full of Colomrs andexenſes to hide it ſalfe und.r. 5. Eithey 
for prevention of the ſinne, or topping the month of the Sinner, 
6. that ſen/nality might have the more ſir ong << ſſwaſiver to 
337» 
Gods judgements againſt Adultery and nncleann: fe in many Bran- 
ches, See, Fudgements. 


Inftruitiens to be ſubdued by the Terror of Godagainſt it, 315. 


cAdmorition to all uncleane ones. 748. 
in two Branches. 1, Dejace not Gods way. 2. To prevert the 
ſunac. 349. 

B., 


| N Couples where both are Bad,the woman commonly is the wir ſt, 
24. in hne. 
Good admoniticys to Bad Comples. 36. 
When the good ana Bad joine together , ſeldome ts the worſe bette= 
red by the geod, but often the beticr,zs marrea by the worſer 
party. | 37-38, 
ou; 


Omfort and encouragement to good couples who howony their 
marriage. - I7. 

fewiſh Contratts what aud how ſolemnized, Pag. vid. Contratts. 
Civill ones and n9 more, unſafe matches for religions ones.” 73, 
 Connivers onely at, and not approovers of religon mthur Tokefel- 
owes taxed, | 39» 
Comenders of religion im their wives for by ends reprooved. ibid. 
Connſellfer nth as draw in an evil Joako, Pag. 41. 1. Kip wp 
thy ſtate to God. 2. Red:one old errors and pray for pardon 

. 2» Paſſe by pardenable fawlts, 4. Fret not at thy Let. 5. Vt- 
ternct t » greivaxces eaſily, 6. 7uſtific not th.ne owne fiunes 

by anothers, WEACEI, ibi & ſcq. 
Continency a rare gift of God,therefore to be ſought for of bim4g. 
No Curioftty to marry aptly. 64. 
Corruption alway afſetts a contrariety to the Law of apt mare 
ring. EN: AE of: vc 67» 
Conremmers of equall marriage repreoved, 69+ 
_ | 2 ah Conn/ell 


Comvfell to ſuch as are already Wnaptly mavyic d. ' PW : 
Conwath and. lonſtrit of Parents in marriave handled. 7. 


Conſent of Parents nzrefſſary for marriage. and why. 51.ibid, 
Exceptions againſt the (tri Ct rnle of Parents Conſent i# marri- 


Agr. ” 
Lg > 
Childrens objeflions aga nft Parents careleſneſſe in their marri. 
aves anſwered. 79+ 
SB . - . R f 
Counſell riven them what to do in their ſuppoſed wrongs, 80, 
Parents «bſtinate to Conſent to be curbed, V1. 
Dueſtion about Parents Conſent anſwered. $1.1i4, 
Cavills of ſuch anſwered 1s plead for maintenance and r:ſpe&t rom 
Parents whoſe conſent they negleiled, 8 


Di(ſ:mbled and forced con{ent of Parents by children rs {infull. 8 ; 
Halfe Coiſent of Parents,or conſent after contratt,ts fault 'y. 86, 


Contratt of marriage in what ſence here uſed. 96, 
<&{ what r jþetts |, uch Contratlts may be ſaid to be efentiall. 104, 
ontratl;\very anticut and of oenerall uſe, 105, 
femnſh Contratts what, and how ſolemnized. ibid. 
Att and pertormance of a ſolemne Contralt how to be done. ® 1: 6. 
Diſdainers of Contratts taxed. 121. 
Contratted couples m»ſt priſe their Contratt. 122. 
Speriall Connſell tonchivg it, 124. 
Cauſe of the unhappy and unprojperous eſtate of many Couples 
the want of their joint Religion. 137. 
(baſtity the maine joint duty of marriave. 163. 
Proofes of it. 164. 
Amplification of the point. 166, 


Reaſons for it. 1. Chaſtity is the main ſupport of union 2. The de- 
fulement of each party ,defiles the whole marriage. 3 .God hath ov - 
dained one for one. 4. It covers all other defetts, but 1s covered 
by no other endowments. 5. It u the corner ſtone ho/ding in all 
the bu lding. 6. Bucan'e it honours mariave 1 many r«ſp.Uts, 

I. la the fruit ful re fſe of the wombe, 2. Bleſſing of legitimation. 


3. A cnrſe is turned to a bleſſing hereby, 167.t0 171. 
Chaſtity t7 be preſerved and in how many thinrs it conſiſts 172. 
Chaſtity of fpirit neceſſary, and why. 172:173-.tbid. 


Chaſtity of prevention weceſſary ; wherein it conſi/'s ? why here 
. 7.ged, PET 173+ 174. 175+ 
( haftiry 
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Chaſtity of Bed needfull ; heathen men ſhame ( briftians in this, 
4 = Extreames here to be avoyded. ibid. 175.176-177.178. 
Some marks to know moderation.1bid. 178. 

Popiſh forced Chaſtity and affefted abſtinence frow the benefit of 
the Bed,compared. | 179. 

Inconvenience of both unjuſt abſtinence, and exceſſe of liberty com- 


ared. ibid. 
(api of Body needfull ; what 1s meant thereby ; Exhortation: 
thereto. 180.181. 


onſent between ("auples a jaynt duty and needfull. 184. Reaſons. 
4 4 by the —_—_— beth bad v/ ſuch as want it , and ſweet of 
ſuch as enjoy it. 2. The pretionſneſſe of it. 3. It hath a divine 
inftinft init, 4. I[t brings Godinte the Marriage. 184.185. 
136.178 188. 


T be prasſe of conſent. 186. 
Conſent ſtands in three things.1. Conſent of Heart.2.0f fpeech.;. 
Of Life. - 188, 189. 


( *nſent exhorted ants and urged,200.What ought to be doneby both 
after ther differences,with the concluſion of the point. 201.202. 
( vhabitation of Husband with Wife a neceſſary duty. Many 
abuſes of this kind taxed. Humiliation to [uch, 217. Reproach 

of ſeperaters. 218, 


( onditions requiſite in a Wife in the atling of Gods matters. 286,. 


Whether wives may give to ( haritable wſes or not. 272. 
T he mothers (,onſent in Marriage not abſolutely required. $1. 
E xhortation to (haſtity to keepe our Y efſels with holineſſe and ho- 
nonr. 354. 

T hree counſels propownded, To abhorre ſomewhat. 1. Thi 
owne ſelfe. 2. Thoughts of contemplative wncleaneſſe. 3. All 
col:urs ard excuſes of it. 4. . All inward fomenters of it. 5. All 
outward T emptatiozs, ( onnſell. 2. To meditate of Somewhat, 
2. Properties of it. 1. That it be wiſe. 2. That it be deepe and 
ſerious; About both the Properties and penalties of this fon. 
Firft the Properties and they are three.1 the Spiruualues of this 
ſin lewedin fox fteps or degrees. 1. Anevil heart. 2.' Evil 
works. 3. Vnbeleife. 4. Deluſion and defilement. 5. Harducs 
of heart.6."Departing from. the living.G od. Secondly meditate 
of the pecniarnes of this ſins evil. The third thing vhat it 
ſeparates 
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foprranes from God; And from Communion throagh Extom- 
urtication if not inflifled yet deſerved. The ſpirit of God ex- 
communicates hins in+he -(. ourt of hus owne” conſcience. "Then 
Feeondly meditate-on the penalty of this ſine. *1. A giddinefſe 
and drunken ſecurity, diſabling the ſinner to lay it to bit heart, 
. A wofull example of it, from 354 to 368. 
F hen ſecondly temporall penalties of it. "269. 
The third we wa to prattiſe ſomewhat : andthat concernes either 
ſwch as have been only guilty of it,or elſe relapſed to it after con- 
-verfion, For the former they muſt prattiſe 1. Due humiliation 
and , , ander the _——_ God. 2. They muſt cather 
our of the promiſe of God to parton it. 3. Glorific God in 
jr pine 4 of it. mY, et before thine 4. the Pact: in 4. 
veſpelts, 5. Sme out the killing power of Chrift to deſtroy luſt. 
6. Returne to the Lord in chaſtity for ever. Laſtly ſach as 
have revolted to it againe , miſt take connfell in #& vers parti- 


culars. ro 384. 
Encouragement to all undefiled ones.” 385. 
Magiſtrates both Civill and Eccleſiafticall to whom the cenſure 


of luſt per taines, muſs be in Gods ſtead to judge and cenſwre all 


zenc leane perſons. 384. 
D. 

ID Tverters of their wives from Religion to other matters 

* reprooved. 39. 

Duties of Parents toward children unwiſcly ſuffered to linke 

them(elyes * 78, 

Difſentions of religions couples the ſhame «f profeſſion. 190, 

Difference in Conples wherein it ſtands, 313. 
# "0 

Nerance into good marria ge requires Marrying inthe Lord, 

and apt marrying in the Lord. 21. 

E xhortation: to it innuany branches. 45.46.48. 

Error of the time and prejudice of outward complements muſt be 

abborred by him who would marry in the Lord. Fl. 


E xceptions againſt the generall rule of apt Marriage « 62, 
Exherveties A r Fawn to faile Ek, Children > the baſins 
of their Marriage. | 95. 
Exbertatiox to all good couples , 'to cloſe togetber in Religion both 
| Fee inward 
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Smnard, a F aith ; and outwardin Family worſeip andprivate, 


| 138.141.143. 
FE xhortation to private intercourſe with God. - di 
E xhertation to wives to be helpfull in their places. 302, 
Encouragement to ſuch. 303. 


Aith the maine Duty for conples to jeine in: The infinite miſe- 
| F ries of a married life,for lacke of it. 140, 
Fomily duties and private wer ſhip , neceſſary for the married to 
joine toxether g cloſely ia, The cauſes why. The duty opened, 
wrged, 141.143-144. GComnnſcls aboxt it. ibid, 
Forced and leveles marriages dangerons.1 5 4.and in what _ 
ibid, 
Howe farre the wife may uxdertaks the ſervice of God in hey 
© amil) Y. 26$, 
Of choice of wives out of Bad Famili:s ſee Wife, 
Fornicatior a great fin. 


331, 
G, 

Od is ſeldomse found ont of his way. 26, 

Gre: levels all diſproportions in Marriage. 27, 


. 7 
Grace muſt be preſerved, yea all connted as drofſe to Grace for a 
vo0cd AMarriace. 


Ie. . 52. 
Good Marriages muſe be bought. 5 3+ 
Guaraians Ju, Governours are bound to looke to Orphans Mar- 

riages, aſwell as Parents to Childrens, 73, How they fayle 
therein by ſundry abuſes, 93, The wofull fruit of it. 94. 
Gracefulnes, a third peculiar duty of the wife to hey hushand.3 04. 
what this gracious virtue is, ibid. Two things init, Matter, and 
that isGrace, Eſpecially theſe 7.1. Humility 2. Self deniall.The 7. 
Faith, both in the truth, in the life of it. A.q. Innocency.. 
Zeale and piety. 6. Mercy and compaſſion.77. Confidence with 6- 
ther s as cheerfulnes & ſincerity Cc.from.305 .to 312.Secondiy, 
The Forme or temperature of it in what it confiſteth. ibid. grace- 
les and bad Wives what miſeries to their Husbands, 314, 

Gracefall wives maſt expreſſe it to their Husbands, 315- 

Husbands that are happy in the grace of th:ir wives , wuſt returne 

the like. | ibid. 

Generall uſer ariſing from the whole Treatiſe, ,. Jt6, 

Objettion 


OO OO ——_ CC cm — 


Pn — 


of The Table. 
Objeltion about degrees of Grace in either party of the Alarried, 


56, 
H. 
Eathen Syinions of fornication. ' J 
Honor of mariage whheld by two meaner,vit. Good entr anc 
and good continuance. 21. 
Honoxy of mariage flands both in joint alts and ſeveral. 128. 
AMotives to the Hurhand zo love bus wife, 160, 
To'the wife to love him. 162. 
Humiliation mee: for all couples who have livedin diſſention. 192. 
the duty wrged.” 193. 
Ill Hurbandry what it i. 233. 


Hubands ejpeciall duty to bee 4 man of underſtanding. 203. 
What that under ſtandong is ; what particulars it ftlands in. 1. 1 
what uot, viz. Notw anhigh ſpirit, 2. Not in 4 ras fel fe. 
wilancſſe 3. Notin knewleage without prattice. 4. Not in 
yeelding to good connſell without imbracing it. 5.. Not in 
iving connſell to others taking none our ſelves, 204.205.206, 
Secondly, in what it confifts ? 1. In rencuncing our owne undey- 
flanding. 2. To bee firft ſubjelt to God, and ſo to guide the 
wife, 3. Tobe more ſenjible of a burthen , then of an honour, 


4. To bee qualified with 4 fpirit of Grace , for all eccaſ- 


ONs, 206. 207. 208, 
Waſtfull Heires overthrower s of their moviages, 232, 
V/nnarurall Husbands lang uave. 244, 


Sever all duties of the Hurband to the wife. Looke Wie. 
Husbends thewgh but meanly parted deſerve ſnbjeltion by the Or- 


arnance. 260, 


AMens Hearts not ſo. tender as womens if they bee right. vide 
An, 


I. 

] Ewconfuted in bis conceit of mariage. 2, 
Point als of the maried 4, 1. Toint Religion 7%. Joint Love. 
3: Chaſtity. 4. Conſent, 128, 
Realonſie between couples moſt #dions. p. 182, Remedy far the 
wrexged party. ibid. The duty wrged, ibid, 
Jaleneſſe in a mans calling to be avoided, 225. 
Irpro arms an once ill huicbandry. 234. 
grefing me f Eee 2 "= Impndency 
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[oepadency in WIUGE 126 at te7s of God faxed. 284. 
God acales wit ag: by f udgement's and threats,and why. 328. 
Godly perſons have a flaviſo p arti them as well as a free. 329. 
i ons of God 7 py oſt anc lkeauneſſe : In. 
ocaraih_" dams Ge aeare(? yu. wes exxc/aded 
. from this a-ery" of on ſoment. 2. Fe ofjÞring of the Adul- 
terer excluded for many gewerations,. from the T abernacle or 
Temple worſhip. 3. The old penalty of Adwltery; drath withe 
out Kemedy. 4. Severe fudgements extonted' mpon Adwulrt* 
rer s. do ſhew'it.; | ſundry; of thens-in Scriptave and from eapexi« 
_ mentioned. 5. AManifeld markes of wrath wnclean- 
weſſe. 1- = the Soxle. 2. Vpon the Name : When wen buve 
have failed God hath truck jn. 3. Beggery. 4: yoremtes of 
wwcleanne fie, 1. V pun the. Sole, . 5. [to the Divels Neſb-egy's 
6. * Conſequenses of miſchidfe and in. 7. Fpon the B 
337. # 346. 
In "Ag to meu to bee ſubdued by the. terror s FE: God againſt 


351» 


L. 
Gam Lebe the feconmd mutual dvty of the warzed,, hand- 
led. 


x46, 

Love Matrimonial beg preſarved tamſeth Wariege to be bontees- 
rable. ibid. 

Love of the maried not onely bred by inftinit , but eftewtimet alſe 
by other occaſions entward indusements and motives. 147.148 


ve conjugall neither onely a natwrall, nor yet a religions thing , 
but a mixtare of both... I50. 


Love neceſſary for ſundry reaſons, thid. 
Love though a yoint dinty of both the pevties , yet hath « different 


Carriage 1m either, and what ? .* 52, 
Love will not newriſh it ſelfe but muſt be nouriſhed aaily betweene 


couples, 155. and by what meanes it may be [0. 156. 
Aadmonition to the joint prattife of. comngall Love. 157. 
Danzer of the breach thereof. | 158, 
Exhortation to Love jointly. 159 
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AM. 
Ariage % honourable : The maine dolUrine oved ihd red- 
(oned at large by & Haſons 1 Jarifje ealdgayy 
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4 Fhe natuxreef meriage. 3. The wſe of is. 4+ The facraanes 
\ from L Pp: 4. ro the g., 

age ablarred bythe baſe Nfe of manyconpley. 13. 
Mach, nobuckler to fence off reproach in bad cauſehh IF. 


Aariage no looſe nor rats way of /ervice. is. 
Encouragement to religions Mariedconples, 19. 
Miſerics ſhunned by gord comples. | idid. 
Married couples maſt ferve God is theiy rome: 20. 

Me 


Aaryag intbe' Lord, whnt * Some marker of it. t. Sight of « 
mornbineſ of Mirfaver, 2. They fee a reconciliation. 3 k —_ 
hearts are broken by it. 4. They being convincedof Gods ends 
beleeve it. 5. Frans hence they are eeonreed to obcy. Other 


leſſer markes added. 22, to 24, 
Raſh Matches unbleſt. 24. 
Iewels of the Marringe Ring 4. 1. Faith with hamility and elfe 

deuiall. 2, Peace. 3. Purity. 4. Righteonſneſſe, 25. 
T rials of Mariages many. thid. 


By ends in Adarixge oft plagued by God. 26. 
Objettions concerning Mariage anſwered. £8. 29. 30. J1- 
The Man having the leads? 0 in the onſet of Matiage , Jas 
need be the wiſer 1m his choice. 57. 
Touching Mar ying in the Lord three queſtions anſwered. «58. 
Apt Marying is as neceſſary for entrance, as Religions Mary- 
np. . 6a, 
Mara e muſt bee honourett I preſerving the ſame wunſteine 
daring the tomver farion of it. 126. 
Afaried perſons who forſake their owne fellowſhip in worſhip , and 
ran to ſtrangers with complaints, fanlry. . x36. 
Mavriart diſpononred by baſe trades and conrſts of life. 272, 
Mens hearts not generally ſo tender and zealous as womens if they 
be right. _ 309. 
Hariage 1s a ſpaddaw of the ſYrirnall anion of Chriſt and the 
Church p. 321 +1. In their metting and Mariage it ſelfe, and 
how. 2. Intheir mwtuall converſe. t. What Chriſt is to his 
Chirch 2. What Wi Chavrch & to him. 22. 323. 
Doubts concerning Marying in the Lord anſmeret the of them. 
p. 28, fy. May do well wanting Religion. 2, It may grow 
in time afterward. 3. Many have failed in [cking good wives. 
Eee 3 4. Maxy 
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4. Many Religions ones have perillons qualitier. 5. Whad 
foal become of the bt religions, G6, But we areſnared already. 
7. Very few ſuch are to be found, Bb. Parents croſſe geod 
Matches. | .Þ+ 38. te 31, 
Papiſts taxed for their difbonemring of ——_ 9- 
Papiſts have their perſonal! Sacraments. ibid. Pratlice and life 
of Papiſticall uncleanneſſe juſtly plagued by God. 19. 
Mariage with them that are only civilized unſafe, . »« I&- 
By-refpeBts in Mariage, as Portion , end Beaxty, a the like., 
oftentimes by the juſt judgement of God, proove nhfortunate. 


33+ 34 +57- 

Advice to be taken im Marying. See Advice. 
Mariage why called a Adatch. Gr. 

IN. \ 
V V Omen ought to Nurſe their owne (, hildren, 279. 
| O. n 
Bſertation of the ſpirits of each others meet for ſuch as would 
4 mary Well. 55. 
Objetlion of the fruitfulneſſe of hearts and the barrenneſſe of ſome 
chaſt wroes anſwered. 170, 
T he perſonall offices of each party,the, hnsband and the wife. 203. 
| P. 

P Rophane ſcorners to mary in the Lord terr yfied. 31” 
Prayer requifite for good mariage. $3. 
Parents cannot dv 45 they would in matching of their (, bildren.7 7. 
Parents muſt obſerve the condition of their children. 7 9. 
Bneſtions abont Parents conſent anſwered, I. 
Terreur to all Kebeltions children who mary againſt their Parents 
Conſent, 83, 
Parents may be ſhy to rebellious children, and wh y 84. 
E xhortation ts mary with conſent of Parents. 37. 
Dignity of Parents, 89. 


Reproefe of them that neg1:{t the care of their children, V9. 


Parents mnft walks in a miadle way betweene anfterity. andfolly 
towards their children. k 


9. 
Baſe feifts and reſpells of Parents in diſregard of their chileren to 
be taxed, What theſe are. | 90. 


Parexts 
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The Table. 


Parents offence in the extreame of over-providine for chilarey b 
widoing of themſelves. p. g1. T Wo degrees of it. i© id. 
Promiſe of Mariage the Root of an explicate (untraf?, 97, To 
be very cautiouſly made. ibid. The properties of them, iHid. 
What Promiſe ſor mariage doth bind. 99. Viz. A mutual one. 2.4 
free one. 3. A plaine and und*ceiving onegand what that is, 101, 
Raſp ircconſiderate promsſes of mariage very fooliſh and ſinful.107. 
Provigence a ſecond peculiar duty of the husband neceſſary. 219. 
Opening of the point. 1bid. Reaſon of it, Becauſe its honour to 
mariage, and how, 220. 221, 
Providence of the huiband in what it conſiſts. 1 In hill in the trade 
of his way. 2.Wiſdome,inſight and experiezcein it. 3, Curioſity 
in Trades abhorred. 4. A ſtock neceſſary to occupy with, 5, Ap- 
plication of himſelfe to hu Objelt diligemtly. 221.222.2272, 
Vuſubjettedne fſe of mind 10 the rule of Providence , an ilt ſixne of 
good huchaxary. 235. 
E xhortation to husbands to be provident. ibid. 
Providence of the Wiſe in conjugall eftate a third part of ker help- 
frulneſſe.396. fn what particulars it ftands.297.298,299.300. 
Forward Profeſſors. to take beed of wncleanneſſe. vid. Adultery 


Becanſe Þ rofeſſors cannot diſpence with this finne, 353, 

Veſtion about publication f contralt anſwered. 109+ 
Ch ueſtion about marying by a Miniſter, anſwered. I10- 
Dreſtion whether Coxen-Germans may mary, anſwered, 111: 
Dreftion wherein mariage and a contralt differ, 115- 
why a ſpace & Alotted twrxt contratt and mariare. 118, 
What ſpace 1s moſt convenient, 119. 


= what if either party defile him or herſelf after contralt.120. 
T hyee Queſtions rouching marying in the Lord anſwered, 58, 
©. whether a Parents forbidding mariage with ſuch a perſon upon 
his deathbed may be lawfoll and binding and how far. $1. $2. 

R 


R Eligion the beſt objeit inmariage.43. Reaſons. 4. wid, 
\ Keaſons why maried perſons muſt enter inthe Lord are ſoxre. 

24.25.26.27., Rationall reſpetls, three in number of uſing 4 
' Contrall.107.1.T he ſmtablenes of ſo weighty a thing. 2.T he pre- 
_ venting of inconſtancy.3.Good of rhe parties ſo contratted, 108. 


Reti 9h9H. 


The Table. 


Religion iointly #/ed a maine preſeruative of the honayr ung 
"'E28, 

In what it conſets and the duty-wrged. 129. 
Six Keaſans for it. -1. (God their mutual God. 2. The grace 
of either furthers both. 3. They exjey all things both good ann 
ad in. common. 4. + Religion 5 the-Cement of all fellowſoip. 
5. By inſtanceof one joins neceſſity of truſting God. 6. Bleſ- 
(ing auncxed tot. | I30. 131-132. 
A ,Dueſtion what if one party:Refuſe to joine with the other. 17,7. 
Hinderers of each other ju [uch joint Religion toberaxed, 125. 


Such as remaine ineach ethers Religion taxed. ibid. 
Reproafe of waſtfull mroes. 3080. 
E. | 

Corners to be drawn by their wives m_—_——_— 409. 50. 
Single life more free from troubles then the maried condi- 
t40n. 4A7- 
Soand judgement , Selfe denial and ſubduing of rebellious Iuſts 
meet for him who would prepare for mariage. 48.50. 
Severalneſſe in the maried ſinfull, if affelted, 133. 


SubjeFtion of the wife to her hnsband , one principal part of her 
Aut). 254. Reaſons of the point. 1, From the law of 
Creation. 2. From the penalty of diſobedience. 255, Progfes 
of the point. 256. Reaſons. 3. Hereby ſhe preſerves the honour 


of her mariage. 258. 
Subjelton what it 1. 259. 
It ts twofould. - 1. Of theſpirit. ibid. ObjeFions againſt it an- 

ſwered. | 260. 


Dunaliſication of the wives Subjeftion in many reſpetts. 1. In 
prompting the husband with religions counſel. 2. In Cauſes 
of dr fficxlty. 262. 263. 264. 

Secondly, Subjetion ſtands in hit prattice wherein 3. particulars. 
I. In matters of God. A © meſtion anſwered, 'How far a wo- 
man hath liberty to performe the Service of Godin Family.266. 
267.268. If they bee denied this liberty by bad husbands 
#hey wwſt be ſubjelt. 269. Sccondly , Subjettes in refpelt 
of their busbands eſtate. 270." Limitation of the wontans Sub- 
geftien 1n worldly bufme ſe: 20. A Deſtion anſwered. May 
the wean give $0 Charitable Vſes ? Ortiit#ily not. How ſhe 

may, 


The Table. . 

may , in ſundry reſpeits, whereof ſeven are mentioned, 272, the 
occaſion of this ar gument. ibid. 

T he third br anch of Smbjettion in mariage conver ſation in many 
things. 1. Attire and faſhion. 2. Geſture. 3. Domeſticall 
deportment. 4. Abroad. 5. In his tongue and company. 6. I 
Nurſery. Vyes 2. Firſt, Admonition to ſhun rebellion againſs 
the Huſbands. Secondly, Exhortation to embrace [wbjeGion. 
rom 275 .to 282. 


Wives not ſubjeft to the unlawfull commands of their huſbands. 


262, 
T. 

T Errors to all diſbonewrers of mariage.g. Profanert of it. ib. 
CC 12, 
Trials of mariage many. 28. 
Terror to affetters of wnequall marriage. * 66, 
 Vulawfull Trades to be founned, 222, 
Curtofity of Trades to be abhorred. 223. 
Negleiters to learne the way of their trade reproved. 231. 
Ruſtany upon conrſes of manifold trading itt huſbandry. 233. 
T engerne ſe and reſpect dye to the wife. Vide Wife. 

V. | 
Pg? magnifying of Virginity confuted. II, 
Vowes of ſingle life unwarranted. 49. 
Vulgar guiſe and garbe of the married, rude and barbarons,wholy 
unpeaceable ant without conſent. 190. 
Fo be a man of wnder ſtanding what it 1. 206, 


Vnder ſtanding in matters of Goa needfull for an huſband. Tnſtan- 
ces wherein, 208.209, For the managing of the ſonle of his wife 
many wajes. 210, Vuderftanding in other externals requiſite, 


211, 
Huſbands not walking 4s men of underſtanding blamed. 212. 
Huſbands ho cannet guide themſelves terrified, 213. 


Euhortation ts huſbands to be men of wnder ſtanding. 216. 
Diligent improvement of the huſbands vocatios ſtands ju eight 
things. 1. Begin.with God. 2. Deftroy nor thing owne provi- 
gence. 3.Picke not quarrels with thy cating. &. Be ſnbjelt to 
God in thy calling. 5. Ayme not at hoarding wp or multiplying 
Riches, 6. Serve God with "7 increaſe, 7, Puke loſſes as well 
ft « 
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"The Table. 


4; gaintszpatiently, 8. Be Joyſmil,and enjoy all thy labowrs under 
the Sun. | From 224.to 229, 
Livers npon U ſmry odzous. " 1 233+ 
Neglett of ones calling under pretence of Religion, vicious, 231, 
We muſt not be weary of our Vocation by reaſon of ſome aiſcontent, 
that may fall out init. 225, 
Vadiſercet wayes of improvidence, as our. Pocking, racks borrow- 
1ng,underſelling ard the like , ſignes of a bad huſband. 233, 
Change of calling dangerous. 234 
In what reſpett a man may change hu calling, ibid. 
Ged will have all uncleanne ſe layd open in her colours. See Adul- 
rery.. | 


W. 
V Ants and weakneſſes of religions couples pardoned, 17: 
IWomen wooers threaten woe, 57. 


Wives dve oftentimes juſtly ſtumble at the folly of their huſbanas. 
214. Paſſages of ſush tolly named. ibid. Foure inſtances men» 


tiored. 215. 
Carel:ſſe deſerters of their wives in the affaires of the family, odi- 
0Hs 230, 


Honeur and reſpeitiventſſe to the Wife the third and laff perſonall 
duty of the huſband. 236. The opening of the point. ib1d. The 
root of thu 15 union of two in one fleſh. 237. Reaſons of it.1.No- 
thing gained by "—" 2, Wiſe ones. willingly beare with 

fooles. 3. Gods command requires it. 4. Wee owe it to a Chri- 
ftian, even to lay our life dewne ; how much more here. 239. 
240, 

Wives muſt not have any peculiar wealth apart from their huſ- 
bands,but common. 289. If they deſire any ſtroaks that way, 
they muſt deſerve it by their good carriage, 299, 

Womens providence and buſwifery ſtands m three things. 1. In 
bringing in ſomewhat. 2, In ſtoring ſafely that which he pre- 
pares. 3. Indifpencing family expences and proviſions. 291. 

292.297, 

. What kind of belpers waſtfull wives ave. a Kt . 

Provident wives muſt not bee conceited of their parts, nor proud 
and upbraiding : their right band muſt not know what their 
leſt hand doth, | 294. 

A 
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A prond woman can never be an obcdi:-nt wile. 275.in fone, 
p-daing Ring,and the Jewels thereof Vide (Mariage : 
A g10d y wife not to be refuſed, though found ina bad Family, but 
rather to be choſen. 59. and evfovia before one out of 4 700d, 
ibid. And why, 
Tenderneſſe andreſpett to the wife. T he true model ofit 1s Chriſte 
tendernefſe ro bis Church. 240. In what particulars it conſiſts, 
1. In tendering her Soule above al things. 2. Tenderne fe ts 
her perſon,to wit, in her eſtimation. 3. Integrity and openhear- 
tedrefſe. 4. Comfort in heavineſſe. 5. Sparing her from ex- 
ceſſive toile. 6. Indulgence in lawfull refreſhings. 7. Connh- 
wvence at wnavoidable infirmities. 8, Commending her virtmes, 
9. Supply of neceſſaries and comfortable ſupports, 10. Re- 
ſpefliveneſſe muſt be the Connſcller.241.242.243. 244. 245. 
246. 247. 248. 249. 250. 251. 
Terror to all Nabals and blocks : their deſcription, Counſel to the 
wronged pop 251. 252, 
Deſcription of the huſbands tenderne ſſe ts the wife. 245. 
T woextreames of tenderneſſe. viz. Rowghne ſſe,V xiouſneſſe, 25. 
Reſpeltiveneſſe to the perſon of the W fe conſiſts in Proteltion. In 
preſerving her reputation. In relieving her bodily infirmi- 


fies, 242, 
No worke ſo honourable as to make the Wife a veſſel of honowr 
firft, and thew for mariage. 252, 


Duties from the Wife to the Huſband three. 1. Subjeltion. 2. 
Helpfulneſſe. 283. Wherein it ſtands, Anſwer in 3. Branches, 
1. In Gods matters. 2. To the eſtate outward. 3. Inreſpect 
of the maried condition. 284. 2$5. 286. 287. 288, 289. 
290. 291. 292. 293. 294. 295. 296. 297. 298. 299. 300. 
301. 302, 303. 


; 
Onth ought to redeeme her golden ſeaſon in reſpett of mariage, 
and how. 46. 
Yong waſtfull Heires overthrow their mariages. 232. Admoni- 
tion tp Parents in that kind. " - thid. 
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